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From the Vicar 
 
 

Anyone who has seen the inside of my study would be very 
surprised that, in many respects, I am a real stickler for order and 
neatness. My desktops are chaotic (though I know which bit of 
chaos holds what I need), but sometimes I struggle with the 
cognitive dissonance of it all. I would just argue that I do like 
order in many things, especially content and presentation of 
service sheets etc., and I find it painful if things are out of place. 
 

One way this strange compulsion acts is when I put on my socks 
in the morning. I always have to put my left sock on first. This is 
definitely not a superstition, and is rarely conscious. But if, for 
some reason, I put them on in the reverse order, I feel a real 
sense of unease. Weird! It’s all very well when I put plain socks on, but I also have a few 
socks with Marvel comic characters on (don’t judge me!). The socks have the faces of the 
characters on one side, which have to go on the outside. If I pick the right-hand sock up 
first, I have to put it down again and pick up the left-hand sock, so that Spiderman is on the 
right side (or rather the left side) for me to put on left foot first. 
 

I’m sure that we all have our odd little rituals like this (don’t we?… please say “yes”!). We all 
have patterns that we have developed over the years, that we feel comfortable with. How 
we deal with disruptions to those patterns is a very complex matter. Some of us can be 
spontaneous and cope with new challenges and situations easily – some of us thrive on it. 
Others of us find it very difficult to cope. We feel that we are swimming in uncharted 
waters. Our difficulty in managing the unexpected can even come over as unthoughtful or 
uncaring. 
 

The virus has thrown all our lives upside down. All our certainties, our usual pattern of living 
has been disrupted in a way we could not have imagined even 8 months ago. We have lost 
so much we took for granted – in a way, we have experienced many little bereavements, 
and all that this brings. The effect on us varies tremendously – both in the sense that we all 
react differently, and also that each of us can fluctuate in our responses from day to day. 
Sometimes it may be as little as that uncomfortable feeling I have if I put my socks on in the 
wrong order. Sometimes it might be a real dread… depression… anxiety… panic attacks. 
Few, if any of us are immune. 
 

Much has been said about the mental health effects of the coronavirus. It is important to 
realise that these effects can touch all of us to varying degrees. It’s not enough just to will 
ourselves to ‘snap out of it’. We need to recognise that it can be an issue, accept that it can 
effect me, just as much as anyone. We need to seek help when necessary, whether that be 
from experts, from family and friends, from taking part in activities that help us find some 
degree of peace and calm… 
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As Christians, our faith can be a great comfort to us – as long as it doesn’t become an 
additional burden, making us feel guilty when we struggle. Christians can suffer emotionally 
and mentally just as much as anyone. But we do know that we have a God who hears and 
answers prayer. The God about whom Paul writes I am convinced that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8.38,39). 
 

There is a wonderful Hebrew word chesed or hesed, which is translated variously as 
goodness, kindness, mercy, loving-kindness and steadfast love. It appears famously in the 
last verse of Psalm 23 Surely goodness and mercy [chesed] shall follow me all the days of my 
life… It is God’s never-failing commitment to us, the love of the father for the prodigal son, 
as well as for the son who stayed with him. As Don Francisco puts it beautifully in his song 
“whatever may happen child, I’ll never let go of your hand”. 
 

I want to leave you with some recent prayers from Nick Fawcett. This is what I said in a 
recent vicar’s letter: 
 

A few weeks ago, I was becoming acutely aware of how the virus was dragging us down. 
The initial panic had subsided a bit, lockdown was easing… but there were so many 
restrictions still. And these were getting us down, especially because there was no end in 
sight. 
 

My thoughts were drawn to two sources of reflection about the mundaneness and even 
tedium of life. 
 

George Herbert, in his poem The Elixir has this to say: 
 

All may of Thee partake:/ Nothing can be so mean, /Which with his tincture—"for Thy 
sake"—/ Will not grow bright and clean. 
A servant with this clause/ Makes drudgery divine:/ Who sweeps a room as for Thy 
laws, /Makes that and th' action fine. 

 

(You may recognise the poem – we sing most of the verses as the hymn Teach me, my God 
and King.) 
 

This led me on to reflecting on the tradition in Celtic Spirituality of turning everyday 
activities into spiritual events and times of reflection by prayer. A classic example is the 
smooring or damping of the fire at night. Here is an example: 
 

I save this fire, as noble Christ saves; Mary on the top of the house and Brigid 
in its centre; the eight strongest angels in Heaven preserving this house and 
keeping its people safe. 

 

I had the thought that, if we could have prayers that would take up those mundane, 
tedious, life-sapping aspects of coronavirus behaviour, and prayerfully reflect on them, 
taking us out of ourselves and into the wider context, this might be very helpful. I suggested 
this to Nick Fawcett, and after mulling it over, here are his responses: 

(Please turn to page 6) 
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In this Month’s Priory News … 
 
 
 
 

Dear Readers, 
 

After five months without a copy of Priory 
News to take to bed to read we hope you'll 
be pleased to see us back!  Hopefully, too, 
many of you with computers will have kept 
up to date with our reduced online versions 
and also with Rev Mark's 'letters' which we 
have posted on the website.  (If you didn't 
see them, they are still there at: 
https://www.dsj.org.uk/letters/letters.html ) 
 

Because as a church we are still only 
'operating'   on a reduced number of services 
and under the strict guidelines for activities 
during the Covid-19 pandemic, you will notice the absence of a calendar and most of the 
rotas but we hope that Sonia's talk in October will be the start of a return to some (new?) 
normality.  In the meantime we have a number of contributions from some of our readers 
which you will find interesting and sometimes amusing.  If you have anything to contribute 
about experiences during 'lockdown' - maybe you've taken up a new hobby such as learning 
to type, play a musical instrument, paint for example - please let us know.  The deadline is 
given below.  You will see that we are including all the missed back issues of 'The Sign'.  So, 
happy reading! 
 

John 
 

We have a seasonal recipe from 
Margaret for you this month.  Although 
she doesn't say, I expect windfalls after 
the recent storms could be used? 

 Our cover picture this month is a little late for the time 
of year and would have been used earlier had we been 
in print.  We hope you think It is still worth printing. 

 

Don't forget to visit our website - you'll find it at: https://www.dsj.org.uk/  
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Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them 
coming. Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be 
accompanied by authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We 
will not publish the names of children pictured unless specifically requested to 
do so by their parents or guardians. 
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860      priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
Please let us have your contributions for the October issue of Priory News BEFORE 

the deadline of Monday 21st September. Thank you. 

https://www.dsj.org.uk/letters/letters.html
https://www.dsj.org.uk/
mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Reports, News & Dates For Your Diary 
 

 Mission Matters 
 

Mission Matters are back in action!  We were sorry to miss seeing everyone at the Hog 
Roast this year, but in common with everyone who has had to cancel events as a result of 
COVID, we hope that 2021 will bring better news, and perhaps a return to a more relaxed 
way of life.  That remains to be seen, but in the meantime we have some good news.  On 
Sunday, October 18, Sonia will be giving one of her very interesting talks (you may 
remember the one on local place names, and the more recent one, ‘From Rectory to Riches’ 
about William Cooper).  In October the talk will be about Guilds and is entitled, "Piety or 
Power? - The Golden Age of the Guilds". This will be held in the Church so that social 
distancing can be observed.  Unfortunately, we shall not be able to offer the normal tea and 
cakes on this occasion .  
 

We should love to see as many as possible at the re-launch of our activities.  Sonia has been 
beavering away during lockdown to research and complete the talk, so please do come and 
support her. 

Victoria 

 News from the Tower 
 

At 11.10 on 15 August, VJ Day, we participated in the "Cry for Peace Around the World" 
with Richard Muspratt ringing the tenor 75 times one for each year since VJ Day 15 August 
1945.  A big thank you to Richard for doing this.  
 

Since 19 July we have been able to ring for the 10 o'clock Sunday 
service. The Central Council of Church Bell Ringers has allowed 
service ringing to resume provided masks are worn and the ringers 
are two metres apart. Luckily our ringing chamber is roomy so we 
have rung with ringers from two families being the Gentles and the 
Muspratts. 

 

Hilary 

 

 Lockdown Hairstyles 
 
You will remember that we asked for readers to send in photos of their best (worst) 
hairstyles caused by the Covid 19 lockdown.  As we weren't exactly inundated with  
responses and those which did come in actually could hardly be described as "worst" we 
should like apologise for the fact that we felt it inappropriate to award a prize and to thank 
Kate, Margaret and Juliet for their entries.  (Thank goodness the editor's decision is always 
final!) 
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(Continued from page 2) 
 

 Prayers from Nick Fawcett 
 
 
A prayer for putting on a mask: 
 

As I put on this mask, Lord, 
may your strength protect me, 
your love enfold me, 
your peace encircle me, 
your light inspire me, 
your power renew me, 
your wisdom guide me, 
your promises comfort me, 
your truth fill me, 
your grace transform me. 
Come Lord, 
and grant your blessing, 
your help – 
a lamp for our feet – 
to me, 
and to all. 
Amen. 

 
A Prayer for Washing Hands: 
 

As I wash my hands, Lord, 
cleanse my body from infection, 
cleanse my mind from unworthy thoughts, 
cleanse my heart from evil, 
cleanse my spirit from what keeps me from you, 
cleanse my being from what devalues me as a person, 
cleanse my life of all that degrades and destroys. 
In your mercy, Lord, 
wash me, 
and make me truly clean. 
Amen. 
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A Prayer for Physical Distancing: 
 

As I keep my distance, Lord, from others, 
teach me to respect them, 
to value them, 
to acknowledge them, 
to care about them. 
Though I must keep apart, 
for their sake as much as mine, 
remind me that we belong together, 
bound by our common humanity, 
by your love for all. 
And though I must keep many still at arm’s length, 
may that only be in body and not in spirit, 
my concern for them not being diminished but enlarged – 
my love, 
my compassion, 
my desire to reach out and respond remaining as real as ever, 
and finding new ways in which it can be expressed. 
Keep us safe, Lord, 
keep us well, 
keep us strong, 
and though for now we must stay apart, 
keep us also together. 
Amen. 

 
A Prayer for those undergoing a Covid test 
 

Lord God, 
as I undergo this Covid test, 
examine also my words, 
my deeds, 
my thoughts, 
my heart, 
my mind, 
my soul, 
my living, 
my loving. 
Search deep within my being, 
and put a right spirit within me. 
Test me, 
and wherever I fall short, make me new. 
Help me to see the places where my life is lacking, 
my faith weak, 
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my commitment deficient, 
and through the power of the Father, 
the love of the Son 
and the presence of the Spirit 
breathe health into my discipleship, 
transforming me into the person you would have me be. 
Amen. 

 
A Prayer for Putting on Gloves 
 

As I put on these gloves, Lord, 
seeking to avoid contamination with coronavirus, 
teach me also, 
in my day-to-day life, 
to avoid whatever may undermine the health of my faith, 
infecting my commitment, 
sullying my thoughts, 
tainting my deeds, 
polluting my love for you and for others. 
Just as I take seriously the risks posed by Covid, 
may I recognise that the threat to my spiritual wellbeing is equally as 
real, 
equally as dangerous, 
equally as insidious, 
taking hold within, 
unseen and unnoticed at first, 
until its consequences are felt 
and damage is done. 
Alert me, Lord, to the temptation to compromise, 
to downplay my faults, 
to ignore your call, 
to unthinkingly follow the way of world, 
and, instead, keep me fit and strong, 
in body, mind and spirit. 
Amen. 

 
A Prayer when Sterilising things 
 

Lord, 
as I cleanse this door handle, 
may I make time to welcome you and others into my heart. 
As I cleanse this meal table, 
may I remember the poor, 
the hungry, 
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the countless victims of injustice and exploitation. 
As I cleanse these foodstuffs, 
may I give thanks for the plenty I enjoy, 
rejoicing in the bounty of your creation 
and the work involved in growing, 
harvesting, 
packaging, 
transporting 
and selling it. 
As I cleanse these deliveries, 
may I appreciate the labour, 
the technology, 
the entrepreneurship, 
the interdependent web of human agency 
that has gone into making them possible, 
and that forms such an integral part of modern life. 
As I cleanse these utensils and crockery, 
may I be mindful of how I feed my faith 
and how careful I am, 
or otherwise, 
to avoid that which may undermine its health. 
As I cleanse myself, Lord, 
may I consecrate my hands, 
my feet, 
my health, 
my strength, 
my mind, 
my being, 
to your service 
and the pursuit of your kingdom, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Amen. 

 
I would heartily recommend his blog, at https://nickfawcett.uk/ You can sign up to receive 
each new posting by email. 
 

Mark 

Registers for August 
 

Funerals: We commend to God’s keeping: 
   
 6th Richard Hare 
 20th Ann Kind 
 

https://nickfawcett.uk/
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 Services and Church Opening (from September 2020) 
 
People seem to be coping well with the new arrangements for our Communion Services.  
From September onwards, we continue with our 10.00am Communion Service every 
Sunday (which will be livestreamed on Facebook).  The church will continue to be open for 
private prayer from 10.00am – 3.00pm on Wednesday and Saturday. 
 
One change during August is that we are now required that everyone wear masks – unless 
you are in the exempt categories.  Communion will continue to be given in one kind (bread 
only) and will be prepared and given in strict hygiene conditions. 
 
From 6th September onwards, we will be using a shorter All-Age style of Communion on 
the 1st and 3rd Sundays, to reflect something of our earlier pattern of worship.  We hope 
that children might be encouraged to come along particularly on those Sundays.  We will 
still not yet be having a 1st Sunday 9.00am service, or a Thursday morning service. 
 

Mark 

 

 

Cooking with Margaret 
Lincolnshire Apple Cake 

Ingredients 
 

 
 
8oz self raising flour 
4oz butter 
8oz cooking apples, peeled cored   
and diced. 
grated rind of one lemon 
1 medium egg, beaten 
2oz sultanas. 

Method 
 

Set oven at 375˚F or Mark 5. 
 
Put flour into a large bowl and rub in the butter until 
the mixture resembles bread crumbs. 
Stir in the sugar, apples, lemon rind and egg 
Add sultanas 
Put mixture into a greased 8 inch diameter cake tin 
Bake for 30 to 40 minutes until golden in colour 
 
Serve warm as a pudding or cold, spread with butter. 
 
Enjoy 
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 Monuments in the Priory Church: The Fairchild Family 
 
In the sanctuary of the Priory Church are three monuments relating to the Fairchild family.  
Though there are many descendants of this family in Thurlby 
parish the Deepings family came from North Luffenham and 
settled at White House Farm, Deeping Bank.  Joseph (1738-
1802) had two sons, Francis (1770-1794) and Joseph (1771-
1856).  The younger, Joseph, was married twice, having sons 
John (1795-1810) and Joseph (1799, died in infancy).  By his 
second wife, Elizabeth Cooke (1782-1837), he had sixteen 
children born between 1803 and 1822, some of whom were 
baptised at Deeping St James and others at Crowland.  Census 
returns place Deeping Bank in Crowland parish rather than 
Deeping St James.  Of the sixteen, Francis (1807-1871), 
continued to farm locally and Ann married Robert Searson of Cranmore Bank. 
 
The New Ladies Magazine of 1788 has on its front page a remarkable story about an orphan 
lamb which was part of the elder Joseph’s flock.  Rejecting possible foster ewes, the lamb 
took to and would not be separated from a 'two shear wedder sheep'.  In local shepherd’s 
terminology, a wedder is a castrated sheep which has been shorn two years in succession.  
That the orphan lamb was In fact being suckled by the milk producing wedder was attested 
by Joseph, shepherd, Matthias Swift and other members of the Swift family. 
 

Sonia 

 Notes from the Organist   
 

I hope you are all well and feeling 
optimistic for the future. Musical 
life will probably continue to be a 
bit stilted for some time yet, but 
there are also green shoots. 
 
A slight relaxation in the rules and 

our relative good fortune locally means we can look forward to a 
partial restoration of music at the Priory. In particular, we are 
looking to reintroduce some singing, safely and legally in the 
coming weeks. 
 
It has been a long hiatus, and it will be a big moment emotionally when it comes to an end: 
both a 'coming home' and the start of a new journey. It won't be a return to normality, new 
or otherwise, but it will be some welcome cause for celebration! 

Chris 
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 Some personal notes from The Lebanon 
 

(Many of you will be aware that Jacob Boswall is presently living in Beirut and working as a 
journalist.  Naturally we were very concerned for Jacob's safety when the recent devastating 
explosion occured on August 4th.  We were very relieved therefore to hear from Paul and Catharine 
that Jacob was at home in Deeping when the explosion occured.  Since then, Jacob has returned to 
Beirut and has kindly sent us the following, the second part of which is a copy of an article he wrote 
for Al Arabiya English in the Lebanon.) 
 

I started writing this piece standing in a hospital in East Beirut.  Next to me, my girlfriend 
sat in a wheelchair: leg raised and foot poorly bandaged (my 
handiwork).  For a country which has recently seen such 
horrors, Jeanne’s injury was a mere scrape, a 
misunderstanding between her big toe and a large glass 
water bottle.  Within a couple of hours, she was bandaged 
up and ready to leave Geitawi Hospital. 

We were lucky.  Almost exactly a month ago, that same 
A&E entrance was packed with those unfortunate enough to 
be caught in the one of the biggest non-nuclear explosions 
in human history.  The Beirut blast in August killed almost 
200 and injured thousands.  It also wiped out two of the 
biggest hospitals in Beirut, including Geitawi, leaving 
patients without treatment in the car park, lying in pools of 
their own blood.  As a doctor directed us to the radiology 
room, signs of the destruction were everywhere.  Window 
frames lay twisted in a heap in a courtyard; several rooms 
no longer had ceilings. 

Since I was in the UK on the 4th of August, I have no intention to write about the explosion.  
Plenty of others have done that, far more expertly than I could.  Nobody I knew died – at 
most, they received superficial wounds.  My apartment is largely undamaged.  But 
returning to Beirut, my adopted home, it is clear that this country will never be the same 
again.  One glimmer of hope has been the immense international support pouring into 
Lebanon.  I have, on occasion, handed out meals to vulnerable families in my 
neighbourhood.  The gratitude I receive is always genuine and touching. 

[I include below the text of a short article I wrote recently on the efforts to preserve Beirut’s 
architectural heritage.] 
 

After explosion, Lebanese say ‘Beirut is not for sale’ to corrupt developers 
 
BEIRUT: In Lebanon, property developers have spotted an investment opportunity after the 
deadly explosion at the Beirut port, and some have harassed tenants to move out or have lied 
to tenants, telling them property was unsafe to live in. 
The “Beirut is not for sale” campaign has emerged as a way to save Beirut’s heritage sites and 
push back against these shady operations, some of which are said to be linked to politicians.  
Antoine Atallah, the president of Save Beirut Heritage, an NGO devoted to protecting Beirut’s 
architectural and urban heritage, was in Greece when he heard about the Beirut explosion.  
Days later, he was on a plane back to his home country.  In three decades of destruction and 
reconstruction, 32-year-old Atallah has never seen anything like the mass mobilization to save 
the city’s heritage following the Beirut blast earlier this month. 
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Previous attempts to save Beirut’s architecture from war and real estate tycoons have had 
mixed success.  In the 1990s there was lots of mobilization [to preserve heritage], especially 
around the downtown. There were movements, but unfortunately they were largely 
unsuccessful.  "After the war, people didn’t have the peace of mind to think about heritage,” he 
told Al Arabiya English.  The real estate sector boomed in the 2000s, piquing public interest in 
sites of architectural importance – but it wasn’t enough to stop developers building over 
ancient archaeological sites.  Now Atallah is noticing a different kind of urgency and public 
interest in saving Beirut’s heritage.  “All the other demolitions happened bit by bit. But people 
need to go back to a city they still recognize. It is part of the healing process for them to go 
back to places that represent them,” he said. 
 
Besides the shock of the trauma, the geographical damage is also raising the profile of 
restoration efforts.  Much of the recent destruction took place in central East Beirut’s 
historically significant neighborhoods that were left relatively untouched by previous waves of 
war and urban renewal.  The hip Gemmeyze and Mar Mikhael neighborhoods, known for their 
trendy restaurants, bars and cafes, in East Beirut were hit particularly hard.  They escaped 
most of [the previous] damage. Plus they are areas very present in the minds of people.  
"[People] identify with these places, not just a single house,” he continued.   
 
This all means that public discourse around restoration is changing, Atallah explained.  “For 
the first time, everyone is talking about heritage in a different way… that heritage is not just 
about the building but also the social fabric that lives in the material fabric.”  For Atallah and 
his colleagues, successful preservation of these important sites doesn’t just mean protecting 
buildings. It also means making sure that people continue to live and work in them.  That is no 
easy task.  Many home owners and renters living in heritage buildings are keen to cut their 
losses and sell up for modest returns.  In some cases, property developers have spotted an 
investment opportunity, harassing tenants to move out fast for little compensation.  
  
Naji Raji, founder of Save Beirut Heritage, helps tenants avoid this trap.  He recalls several 
cases where landlords have falsely claimed that a building is no longer fit for use – sometimes 
sending teams of so-called experts who produce sham reports declaring structural 
unsoundness.  “The aim is to kick them out as soon as possible, so the landlord can demolish 
the building and sell the land to developers,” he explained.  "In some cases, owners have 
been approached by companies or individuals with links to political organizations and security 
apparatus," Raji added.  To eliminate any doubt, an official engineering report must be 
established and sent to the Directorate General of Antiquities.  In most cases, the families are 
able to move back in after some simple renovation.  If the building is more damaged, funds 
and relevant heritage expertise will be needed to carry out more significant restoration.  But 
Raji is aware that many tenants and home owners are still moving out or selling to make way 
for large scale development.  Often, the residents simply can’t afford to keep living there – and 
so they sell up quietly.  “The people who are thinking of selling will not talk to us.  This is a 
problem, because we never hear about these things from a direct source.”  Atallah has a 
brighter outlook.  He is thankful that the media campaign, “Beirut is not for Sale”, galvanized 
public opinion against property vultures so quickly.  “I think we have averted most of the 
danger [from exploitative development].  Everyone started talking about it, it gained speed very 
quickly.” 
"As Beirut continues to rebuild itself, popular support for restoration remains crucial," Atallah 
said.  “Today we have it.  However, we are faced with two timeframes: The first is making sure 
that people can live in their houses and work in their spaces.  The second is the restoration of 
heritage structures.  We need to find the right formula.” 

Jacob Boswall 
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N.B. Please note that at present most of our usual rotas are irrelevant and therefore do not 
appear 
 
 
 

 Scarred for Life? 
 
I have reached that wonderful age when I can’t remember what I did yesterday but events 

from my childhood are as fresh as ever.  I was  aged 
about six and in my second year at St Paul’s Infant 
School under the care of the redoubtable Miss 
Snelgrove.  One day she decided we should all learn 
to conduct.  She put a march on the gramophone 
and held her arm stiffly out in front, bringing it down 
on beat 1 and up on beat two.  She looked for all the 
world like a demented railway signal!  Gradually she 
made us go up to the front to show what we could 
do.  Everybody copied ‘Miss’ and were duly praised.  
At last it was my turn.  Now every Sunday at the 
Salvation Army, I had watched the bandmaster 

conduct marches so I knew just what to do.  I raised both hands, gave a little flick to 
indicate an upbeat and then conducted with what I hoped was a nice fluid movement, 
giving a little bouncing movement at the bottom of beat 1.  At last here was something I 
could actually do and I was in heaven.  Suddenly Miss Snelgrove’s voice rang out, “Stop 
being silly, Astle, and go back to your seat!”  Was I scarred for life?  Probably, but I would 
love to meet that teacher again and have the pleasure of telling her what I ended up doing 
for a living. 
 

Philip R Astle 

  

Readings and Readers for September 
 1st Reading 2nd Reading Reader Gospel 

6th tbc tbc 
Roger 

Bridgeman 
tba 

13th 
Genesis 50: 

15-21 
Romans 14: 

1-12 
Kate 

Drewett 
Matthew 18: 

21-35 

20th 
Isaiah 3: 

10- 4: end 
Philippians 1: 

21-end 
Tony 

Masters 
Matthew 20: 

1-16 

27th 
Ezekiel 18: 
1-4, 25-end 

Philippians 2: 
1-13 

Victoria 
Worthington 

Matthew 21: 
23-32 
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We are always delighted when readers send in contributions.  This month we have Kate 
Drewett to thank for the following which was sent to her by her sister.  (Kate did warn me 
that a few moments might be considered by some to be a little risqué but I decided that in 
the spirit of the piece as a whole we could risk(é) it! - Ed.) 
 
Pay special attention to the wording and spelling; if you know the Bible, even a little, you'll 
find this hilarious!  It comes from a Caithness school test.  

 
Kids were asked questions about the Old and New Testaments. The following 25 statements 
about the Bible were written by children. They have not been retouched or corrected. 
incorrect spelling has been left in. 

 

1. In the first book of the bible, Guinness. god got tired of creating 

the world so he took the sabbath off. 

 

2. Adam and eve were created from an apple tree. Noah's wife was 

Joan of ark. Noah built and ark and the animals came on in pears. 

 

3. Lots wife was a pillar of salt during the day, but a ball of fire 

during the night. 

 

4. The jews were a proud people and throughout history they had 

trouble with unsympathetic genitals. 

 

5. Sampson was a strongman who let himself be led astray by a 

Jezebel like Delilah. 

 

6. Samson slayed the philistines with the axe of the apostles. 

 

7. Moses led the jews to the red sea where they made unleavened 

bread, which is bread without any ingredients. 

 

8. The egyptians were all drowned in the dessert. Afterwards, Moses 

went up to mount cyanide to get the ten commandments. 

 

9. The first commandment was when Eve told Adam to eat the apple. 

 

10. The seventh commandment is thou shalt not admit adultery. 
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11. Moses died before he ever reached canada then Joshua led the 

hebrews in the battle of geritol. 

 

12. The greatest miricle in the bible is when Joshua told his son to 

stand still and he obeyed him. 

 

13. David was a hebrew king who was skilled at playing the liar. He 

fought the Finkelsteins, a race of people who lived in biblical times. 

 

14. Solomon, one of Davids sons, had 300 wives and 700 porcupines. 

 

15. When Mary heard she was the mother of Jesus, she sang the 

magna carta. 

 

16. When the three wise guys from the east side arrived they found 

Jesus in the manager. 

 

17. Jesus was born because Mary had an immaculate contraption. 

 

18. St. John the blacksmith dumped water on his head. 

 

19. Jesus enunciated the golden rule, which says to do unto others 

before they do one to you. He also explained a man doth not live by 

sweat alone. 

 

20. It was a miricle when Jesus rose from the dead and managed to 

get the tombstone off the entrance. 

 

21. The people who followed the lord were called the 12 decibels. 

 

22. The epistels were the wives of the apostles. 

 

23. One of the oppossums was St. Matthew who was also a taximan. 

 

24. St. Paul cavorted to christianity, he preached holy acrimony, 

which is another name for marraige. 

 

25. Christians have only one spouse. This is called monotony. 


