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Letter 
from the Vicarage 

 
 
 

Have you settled in yet?  
 
Helen and I have been overwhelmed by the wonderful 
welcome and friendship we have received since arriving in 
Deeping St James.  I can’t believe that, as I write this, we have 
been here for a month.  It seems like only yesterday… and yet, 
in some ways, it almost seems as if we have always been 
here.  People ask after us “How are we settling in… has Helen 
found a job yet (yes, thanks for asking)… it must be very 
different from Belmont…” so many questions – all showing a 
concern that is both touching and very supportive.  Thank you 
all. 
 
Yes, it is different from Belmont.  I had forgotten that life doesn’t have to be lived at a 
totally frenetic pace!  For example, we have found that drivers regularly show a courtesy 
and consideration I had almost forgotten ‘darn sarf’!  Yet it is also very similar.  People are 
the same everywhere.  We all have the same needs, the same desires, and the same 
failings… we’re all only human.  And what a wonderfully exciting mixture that can be! 
 
There is something also about ‘surfing on the crest of a wave’.  I have received so many 
comments on how delighted people are that the vacancy is over, that there is a vicar 
again… and that he lives in the vicarage.  It is humbling to be just the latest incarnation of 
such a tradition, going back hundreds of years.  But it should not just be about The Vicar!  I 
fully believe in a collaborative ministry. In all the conversations and meeting I have had, 
both with church folk and others in the community, there is so much commitment to the 
local area shared by the church and other groups.  
 
I am committed to sharing with you all the calling I feel here in DSJ.  We will, I trust, all 
share a vision and a desire to do our part in furthering the kingdom of God here.  All of us, 
without exception, have a calling and a gifting from God.  I am really looking forward to 
moving on together, encouraging and supporting one another, both in our individual 
journeys, and also in our journey together.  
 
Bon voyage 
 

Revd Mark  
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In this Month’s Priory News … 
 
 
 

 

Dear Readers, 
 

Last month saw the arrival of Revd Mark in 
our parish and we include his first “From the 
Vicarage” letter this month – we look 
forward to many more! 
 

The Autumn session (?) term (?) has now 
begun and we have news of various activities 
already planned to take place between now 
and Christmas – please keep us informed 
about any others about which we have no 
information. 
 

The reminder which Adrian and Kim have 
given us with their sunflower picture might 
also serve to encourage others to let us know 
about things which have been happening 
over the summer.  Maybe some of our 
children would like to tell us what they have 
been up to . . . (second thoughts . . maybe 
not!)  Seriously though, in requesting items 
for future magazines it would be good to 
hear from the younger members of our 
congregation – maybe something about their recent holidays?  Don’t forget, though, we do 
need your written consent before we can publish any pictures which may include them. 

John. 

Continuing with re-visiting some of Margaret’s 
recipes, one thing strikes me: what a wonderful 
variety she has given us over the years. This 
month it’s a Broccoli Crumble which appeared 
in Priory News almost twenty years ago! 

How is it that some people always seem to 
have a camera handy when an image such 
as that on the front cover appears?  We 
are grateful to Chris Halley for being in the 
right place at the right time and thinking 
about us.  Thanks, Chris. 
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Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them 
coming. Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be 
accompanied by authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We 
will not publish the names of children pictured unless specifically requested to 
do so by their parents or guardians. 
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860      priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
Please let us have your contributions for the October issue of Priory News BEFORE 
the deadline of Monday 23rd September. Thank you. 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Reports, News & Dates For Your Diary 
 

 A Concert not to be missed 

 
We are especially proud to be hosting another concert at the Priory Church: on Sunday, 8th 
September at 3.00 pm members of the NIAtrio Ensemble will give a recital which will be of 
interest to many residents of the Deepings as it has been arranged by a young local 
musician. 
 
Deeping-born Abigail Fletcher is giving this recital to acknowledge the wonderful continuing 
support she has been given by Deeping St James United Charities for her flute studies at 
The Deepings  School prior to beginning her Masters Degree in Flute in Cologne, Germany. 
 
For this concert Abi will be joined by fellow member of NIAtrio, the oboist Isabel Kent, and 
our own organist, Chris Brown, who at short notice has agreed to step in for Tim 
Newcombe, a regular pianist in the Ensemble. 
 

 Mission Matters 
 

Greenwood Quire September 29th. 
 
We look forward to another concert by the Greenwood Quire on Sunday, September 29th 
at 3.00pm in the Priory Church.  This concert is entitled 'The West Gallery Story' and I am 
sure it will be both entertaining and informative.  
  
Tickets (to include light refreshments after the concert) are available from 01778 343860:  
£8 for adults, and free for children of school age. 
 
We hope to welcome a good audience to the Priory both to enjoy the concert and to 
contribute to Mission Matter funds. 
 

Music and Poetry Evening (or Christmas extravaganza !)  
 
This will take place on Saturday December 14th in the Church Hall at 7.00pm.  There will be 
the usual seasonal drinks and refreshments.  I have already had offers from people willing(!) 
to perform but we are still looking for more acts.  This will be a fun evening so please don't 
be shy and do volunteer your services.  
 
Audience members are vital too so please make a note of the date and come along. 
 

Victoria  
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 Registers for July  
 

Baptisms: We welcome into the Lord's Family: 
 7th Willow Mae Young 
  Annabelle Rosalie George  
 

Funerals: We commend to God’s keeping: 
 15th Irene Violet Hinks 
 

 New Chairs 
We now have twenty lovely new chairs for the church.  This is in no small part due to the 
generosity of Margaret in memory of Bill and of another member who also wanted to give 
something useful in memory of a loved one.  The chairs, which are upholstered in blue to 
complement the new carpets, will give us much more flexible seating arrangements for a 
wide range of occasions while still befitting the dignity of our beautiful old church. 
 

Philip Astle 

 

Cooking with Margaret 
Broccoli Crumble 

 
Ingredients 
 

1 oz butter or margarine 
2 leeks, thinly sliced 
1 oz plain flour 
¼ pint milk 
4 fl oz water 
8 oz broccoli, broken into florets 
1 oz grated cheese 
Salt and pepper 
 
Topping 
4 oz plain flour 
1 tsp dried basil 
3 oz butter or margarine 
2 oz fresh breadcrumbs 
Pinch of salt 
 

Method 
 

Pre-heat the oven to 190°C/375°F/Gas 5.  
 

Melt the butter in a flameproof casserole or saucepan 
and fry the leeks for 2-3 minutes. 
 

Stir in the flour and then gradually add the milk and 
water.  
 

Bring to the boil, add the broccoli and simmer, half-
covered, over a low heat for 10 minutes.  Stir in the 
cheese, season with salt and pepper and pour into a 
medium-sized oven-proof dish. 
 

To make the topping, mix the flour with the basil and 
salt.  Rub in the butter and then stir in the 
breadcrumbs.  Sprinkle over the broccoli and bake in 
the oven for 20-25 minutes until the topping is golden 
brown. 
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 Music for a While 
 

I mentioned last month that we are proposing to hold our next “Music for a While” informal 
afternoon of music on Thursday, 10th October, in our barn at Cranmore Farmhouse. I am 
pleased to tell you that Chris Brown, our Musical Director, has agreed to entertain us with 
his selection of music and a bit of background to his choices.  Together with tea and a slice 
of cake this should prove to be an enjoyable way to spend an afternoon.  Please join us but 
it would be helpful if you could tell us you intend to come so that we can keep a slice of 
cake and a chair for you! 

John 

 

 Poetry Please........ 
 

We have had a suggestion that Priory News should include a 'Poetry Corner'.  This would be 
an interesting addition to the monthly magazine but we do rely on you, our readers, for 
contributions.  For the moment we therefore intend to include it as an occasional feature.  
Bet Washbrooke has sent us a contribution which we are including in the current issue and 
we hope to include the next contribution in the November issue.  So, if you write poetry 
and would like your poem to be included in a future 'Poetry Corner', please send any poems 
to Priory News.  We look forward to reading and publishing them.  

Victoria 

 Macmillan Coffee Morning 
 

On Friday, September 27th, there will be a Coffee Morning in the Church Hall between 
10.00 and 12.00 am.  This is being arranged jointly by Scholes Funeral Services, I’d Rather 
Be In Deeping and the Priory Church.  If you are able to make cakes or to help serve for this 
charity event, please let us know. 

Sonia 

 Harvest Festival 
 

Our Harvest Festival this year will take place on Sunday, 15th September and after the 
Communion Service we shall hold an auction of produce followed by the Harvest Lunch at 
12 noon in the church hall.  If you wish to attend please sign up on the list at the back of 
church.  The cost will be £7.00 for adults and £4.00 for children. 

Margaret 

 Bike Ride and Stride 
 

The annual Bike Ride and Stride will take place this year on Saturday, 14th September.  This 
is a national event which is co-ordinated locally by the Lincolnshire Churches Trust.  Further 
details can be found on a poster at the back of church and if you are interested in taking 
part please pick up a sponsor form. 

John  
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 Notes from the Organist   
 
After a Summer off the choir will return in full force on 
Sunday, 1stSeptember, for Choral Evensong.   The canticles 
will be Stanford in B flat and the anthem “If ye love me" by 
Tallis. 

 
I say that the choir had the Summer “off”, but we were recalled to 
sing at our new Vicar's installation as well as there being an 
impressive mid-August turn out for a Wedding.  The bride and 
groom asked for a hymn setting of “O perfect love, all human 
thought transcending” by Dorothy F Gurney, which we sang a 
cappella, followed by the famous “Vicar of Dibley” theme tune, 
”The Lord is My Shepherd” by Howard Goodall, as an anthem. 
 
Taking advantage of Friday evenings being free of rehearsals the 
Choir also enjoyed a meal out at the White Horse pub, in Baston.  There was good food and 
good company … as well as some eager recruiting for the forthcoming evening of poems 
and music, to be held in the Church Hall on 14th December.  I am sure that Victoria would 
still welcome poets and instrumentalists alike, so do ask her if you would like any further 
details. 
 
Speaking of recruitment, the choir are already making a lusty sound but there is space in 
the stalls for more! For younger potential members there is also a modest pecuniary 
incentive, in the form of payment for services and weddings. We rehearse on Friday 
evenings at 6.45pm 

Chris 
 
 

 Some Flower 
 
 
A few months ago the children gave out potted sunflower seeds and we 
thought they would be interested to see the results.  Unfortunately one 
didn't make it to the garden, but the one in the picture has reached the lofty 
height of 152cm.  It has even survived the wind and rain that our summer 
has endured. 
 

Adrian & Kim Hallam  
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER 2019 
 

1st SUNDAY ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

   9:00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:00 am First Sunday Praise 
   11:30 am Baptisms of Emily Isla Charlotte Burrows, Frankie  
      John Higham & Emily Duan Offield 
   6:00 pm  Choral Evensong 
 

2nd Monday Lucian Tapiedi & the Martyrs of Papua New Guinea, 1901 & 1942 
 

3rd Tuesday Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, 604 
   7:30 pm  Mission Matters meeting 
 

4th Wednesday 9:30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm  PCC meeting preceded by Holy Communion 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

5th Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:30 am Home Communions 
   7:30 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Opening Service & Supper 
 

6th Friday  5:30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

8th SUNDAY TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

   9:50 am  Junior Church    
   10:00 am Sung Eucharist with Prayers for Healing 
   3:00 pm  Concert by NIAtrio 
 

10th Tuesday 9:00 am  Deanery Clergy Chapter 
 

11th Wednesday 9:30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

12th Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
 

13th Friday  John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, 407 
   5:30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

14th Saturday HOLY CROSS DAY 
   Lincolnshire Churches Trust: Bike Ride & Stride 
 

15th SUNDAY THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (HARVEST FESTIVAL) 

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist followed by Harvest Auction 
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   12:00 noon Harvest Lunch 
 

16th Monday Ninian, Bishop of Galloway, Apostle of the Picts, 432 
 

17th Tuesday Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen, Visionary, 1179 
 

18th Wednesday 9:30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

19th Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   6:00 pm  Wedding rehearsal in church 
   7:30 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Hedgehogs 
 

20th Friday  John Coleridge Patteson, Bishop of Melanesia & his Companions, 
      Martyrs, 1871 
   5:30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

21st Saturday MATTHEW,  APOSTLE & EVANGELIST 
   12:30 pm Wedding of Hermanus Johannes Conradie & 
       Joanne Nicole Hallam 
 

22nd SUNDAY FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 

25th Wednesday Lancelot Andrewes, Bishop of Winchester, 1626 
   9:30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

26th Thursday Wilson Carlisle, Founder of the Church Army, 1942 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
 

27th Friday  Vincent de Paul, Founder of the Congregation of the Mission 
       (Lazarists), 1600 
   10:00-12:00 am  Macmillan Coffee Morning in church hall 
   5:30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

28th Saturday Ember Day 
 

29th SUNDAY MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS  (FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY)  

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist (with Friday Knights) 
   3:00 pm  Concert by Greenwood Quire 
 

30th Monday Jerome, Translator of the Scriptures, 420 
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  Saint of the month: Saint Jerome 
30th September 

 
If you have visited some of the medieval churches in 
Norfolk (for example, Castle Acre) you most likely will 
have seen pulpits painted with images of four notable 
churchmen.  These are representations of the four 
‘Doctors’ (i.e. teachers) of the Church: St Ambrose of 
Milan, St Augustine of Hippo, St Gregory the Great and St 
Jerome. 
 
Jerome was born in Dalmatia, he studied in Rome where 
he was baptised. About 374 A.D. he went to Syria 
spending time with hermits in the desert and learning 
Hebrew from a rabbi.  Returning to Antioch he was ordained priest and also travelled to 
Constantinople studying with St Gregory Nazianzen.  From 382 to 385 he acted as secretary 
to Pope Damasus in Rome who asked him to revise the Latin version of the New Testament. 
In Rome he attracted many followers who in 386 settled with him in Bethlehem leading a 
religious life and opening a hospice and school. 
 
In the Holy Land Jerome wrote letters against the teachings of Pelagius and Origen, 
biographies of Christian writers and Bible commentaries.  His greatest work was the 
translation of the Old Testament from Hebrew, completing his revision of the Latin Bible 
which later became known as ‘The Vulgate’. 
 
From the early years of the fifth century Jerome’s retreat at Bethlehem began to be 
disturbed by refugees fleeing Rome in the wake of Barbarian attacks and he also suffered 
attacks from those disagreeing with his letters against Pelagianism, casing him on one 
occasion to take refuge in a fortress.  He died near Bethlehem in 420 A.D., recognised as 
one of the most learned of the father’s of the Church and among its greatest biblical 
scholars. 
 
Jerome is often depicted in the red robes and hat of a cardinal, many believing that Pope 
Damasus had created him a cardinal on account of his services.  He is also shown with a lion 
(denoting fearlessness) or an owl (wisdom). 

Revd Sonia 
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Silent on the Shore 
 

Silent on the shore 

I seek a sea change, 

Knowing the waves are restless 

As I am. 

 

Constant battles, 

Like the surge of sea against the land, 

 Have eroded me. 

 

Spirit of God, 

Teach me the patience 

That comes from stillness. 

Teach me the value 

Of listening, not babbling. 

 

As the rivulets of water 

Play around my toes 

Teach me the joy 

Of presence in the moment; 

Of the blessings that surround me. 

Release me from all I fear, 

That I may flow freely with the tide: 

Renewed; redeemed: sanctified. 

 
Bet Washbrooke  (June 2017) 
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If you would like to join our 'team' of readers, please let us know. 

 
 
Servers 

 9:00 am 10:00am 6:00 pm 

1st Geoff Paul John 
8th - John & Chris - 

15th (Harvest) - Simon & Nick - 

22nd - Chris & Simon - 
29th - John & Nick - 

October 6th Geoff Paul John 
 
  

Readings and Readers for September 
 1st Reading 1st Reader 2nd Reading 2nd Reader Gospel 

1st 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 17) 

9:00 
am 

Ecclus 10: 
12-18 

Victoria 
Worthington 

Hebrews 13: 
1-8, 15-16 

John 
Worhtington 

Luke 14: 
1, 7-14 

10:00 
am 

Luke 14: 
1, 7-14 

Matt Billyard First Sunday Praise 

8th 

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 18) 

10:00 
am 

Deut 30: 
15-20 

Roger 
Bridgman 

Philemon 
1-21 

Liz Bridgeman 
Luke 14: 

25-33 

15th 

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY - HARVEST 

10:00 
am 

Deut 26: 
1-11 

Tony 
Masters 

Phil 4: 
4-9 

Adrian 
Hallam 

John 6: 
25-35 

22nd 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 20) 

10:00 
am 

Amos 8: 
4-7 

Jo Astle  
1 Tim 2: 

1-7 
Barry Fisher 

Luke 16: 
1-13 

29th 

MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS (Trinity 14) 

10:00 
am 

Genesis 28: 
10-17 

James 
Forrester 

Rev 12: 
7-12 

Geoff 
Armstrong 

John 1: 
47-51 

Oct  
6th 

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 22) 

9:00 
am 

Hab 1: 
1-4; 2:1-4 

Simon 
Marshall 

2 Tim 1: 
1-14 

Martin 
Fisher 

Luke 17: 
5-10 

10:00 
am 

Luke 17: 
5-10 

Vicki Billyard First Sunday Praise 
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Sidesmen 

1st B Liz Bridgman, Chris Pearce & Ann Meekings 

8th C Tim Hitchbourn & Christine Masters 
15th (Harvest) D Trevor Harwood & Kim Hallam 

22nd E Juliet Mills, Margaret Flegg & James Forrester 
29th F Val Wilde & Margaret Merchant 

October 6th A Jane Thompson, Sandra Childs & Adrian Hallam 

 
 
Intercessions 

 9:00 am 10:00 am 
1st Sonia/Mark Nick Drewett 

8th - Niccy Fisher 

15th (Harvest) - TBA 
22nd - Tony Masters 

29th  Friday Knights 
October 6th TBA TBA 

 
 
 
Bread and Wine                      Coffee 

1st Simon Marshall & Caroline Herron Val Wilde & Margaret Merchant 

8th John and Victoria Worthington Lin Witherington & Joan Dyke 
15th 

(Harvest) 
Caroline Herron & Linda Sellars Liz Spratley & Linda Sellars 

22nd Val Wilde & Margaret Merchant John & Victoria Worthington 

29th Tony & Christine Masters Tony & Christine Masters 
Oct 6th John & Linda Sellars Johanna Jones & Jill Ironside 

 
Flowers         Cleaning 

1st Janet Lill 
Aug 26th – Sept 8th John & Linda Sellars 

8th  Jan Fisk 

15th Harvest 
9th – 22nd 

Josie Waghorn & Joy 
Cunningham 22nd Christine Masters 

29th Vacant 23rd – Oct 6th Pat Feek 

Oct 6th Vacant   
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 The Power of Prayer 
 

In May 1940 the Second World War looked soon to be lost by the 
Allies. Our troops were trapped between the sea at Dunkirk and the 
advancing Nazi army, and mass slaughter seemed inevitable. On 23rd 
May the despairing King George VI broadcast a national call to 
prayer, and the nation responded: you can still see grainy black and 
white photos of queues of people on Sunday, 26th May outside 
cathedrals, churches and chapels, gathering to pray for a miracle. 
 
A flotilla of boats set sail in the hope that 30,000 people, around 10% of the forces, might 
be rescued. Storms came out of nowhere and battered Europe so violently that the 
Luftwaffe were unable to take off. Meanwhile, in a decision which his generals at the time 
violently opposed, Hitler had ordered his advancing ground forces to halt. The English 
Channel later became as calm as a millpond, in spite of the nearby storms, with the boats 
carrying a total of 338,000 men to safety: British, French, Belgian, Dutch and Polish. 
 
Coincidence? Or a dramatic answer to a nation’s prayers? Churchill and the King obviously 
thought the latter, as a national day of thanksgiving was called, two weeks after the day of 
prayer, to give thanks to God for what Churchill called ‘The Miracle of Dunkirk’. 
 
In the Church today we have become very used to the idea that prayer is where we align 
our wills to that of God, that we change, rather than our circumstances. There is truth in 
this, but the other side is that the Bible and history are full of examples of God changing 
situations, not just people.  
 
Our diocese needs the fuel of prayer if we really are to see lives transformed. We need the 
kind of desperate, expectant, faith which sees God actually doing things in our world. One 
way in which that is happening in our diocese is through our own praying community, the 
Community of St Hugh, which is to be formally launched on Saturday, 28th September. But 
wherever we are, let’s cry out to God to make a difference, not just in our lives, but in the 
lives of those for whom we pray. 
 
If you would like to know more about the Community of St Hugh, please contact John Leach 
via email (john.leach@lincoln.anglican.org) or by calling 01522 50 40 49. You can read more 
about what came to be called ‘The Miracle of Dunkirk’ in Pete Greig’s book, How to Pray 
(Hodder & Stoughton, 2019). 
 
(You will remember that some time ago we were informed by the Diocese that the monthly 
Bishop’s letter would cease.  Since then we have been receiving various items with a 
suggestion that they may be included within our magazine.  The above was sent for 
inclusion in September magazines.  Ed) 

 


