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Letter
from the Curate
Dear Friends,
The holidays are now over, we’re adjusting to the cooler
temperatures and the nights are beginning to draw in.
According to my diary Autumn officially begins on Sunday 23rd
at 01.54 a.m.! The coming of September does have its
compensations: we are enjoying the return of our wonderful
choir and the new season for Ladies Fellowship and Junior
Church.
If you are new to the Priory or indeed to the Parish, you might
like to join the Parish Walk and Church Tour on the afternoon of
9th September which starts from the Parish Cross and Green at
2.00p.m. Even people who have lived in Deeping St James for years have discovered things
they didn’t know about the Church and Parish! Councillor Judy Stevens will be your guide
around the village centre and I will be taking over at church. The afternoon will conclude
with a delicious tea provided by our own Mission Committee.
If you are new to the parish or are not on our Church Electoral Roll I would encourage you
to fill out an application form which you will find at the back of church. Entry on the
Electoral Roll entitles you to vote at the Annual Parochial Church Meeting; it is also useful in
determining how many people are members of the Church which in turn decides how many
representatives we are entitled to on our local Deanery Synod.
Finally this month can I draw your attention to the Corpus Christi Chapel, the part of our
church set aside for private prayer. We have been renovating this chapel over the last few
years and it now provides a smaller area in church where you can go to be quiet and
commune with God. Prayer leaflets are provided for those who need help or inspiration.
We also now have a devotional icon which we hope to dedicate and place there on Sunday,
9th September. Do take time out to visit the chapel any time the church is open.
With every blessing,
Rev’d Sonia
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In this Month’s Priory News …
Dear Readers,
As we finally crawl out from under the
sunshades, put away the sun cream and
sunglasses and return the foreign language
phrase books to the book shelves, we now look
forward to a new year at The Priory. (Sorry, but
as an ex-teacher I still tend to think in school
years !) Uppermost in all our minds must be the
appointment of a new incumbent, and the PCC
has already put much thought and prayer into
the parish profile to present an honest and
detailed summary of ourselves and how we
perceive the future needs of our parish.
In browsing through some 'ancient' copies of
Parish Magazines we came across a very
interesting article, particularly in view of our
present situation. The extract is on page 14.
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You will notice that we have lost several advertisements this month which is unfortunate to say
the least as our advertisers help us to hold the magazine price at 50p. Please encourage any
local businesses whom you may know, to consider advertising with us - John Marsh will follow
up any suggestions you may have. In the meantime I have filled up the space with a further
reminder of next month's "Fright Night", tickets for which are already selling well. So, make
sure to get yours soon.

John
Our thanks to John Marsh for the lovely
Ooh, plums and crumble - what bliss! This
cover picture of this year's Rose Queen and
month's recipe from Margaret is another to
her Attendants on the front cover even
set your mouths watering!
though it was taken at the end of June
Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them coming.
Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be accompanied by
authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We will not publish the
names of children pictured unless specifically requested to do so by their
parents or guardians.

Reports,
NewsCranmore
& Dates
For DSJ
Your
John Worthington,
Farmhouse,
- Tel:Diary
343860

priorynews@dsj.org.uk

Please let us have your contributions for the October issue of Priory News BEFORE
the deadline of Friday, 21st September. Thank you.
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Reports, News & Dates For Your Diary
 News from the Tower
The Bell Ringers annual barbeque was held on the 11th of August.
Many thanks to Tony and Chris Masters who were our hosts this year.
The layout of their garden was very good for the 20 people that
attended. With a small alcove for the cooking and tables and chairs
around the lawn, it made a welcoming gathering. Nobody as yet has
complained to the chef of the day, so it is thought things were cooked
to the normal good standard.
Back to ringing: in our tower, like many others, we are getting very short of ringers. If you
have rung before and would care to restart you would be most welcome to come and join
us on a Friday night at 7.30 at the Priory Church. If you would like to take up the noble art
of ringing, we will be happy to give you lessons on Friday nights. For more information,
please contact Hilary Gentle on 01778 345478.
Hilary

 Mission Matters
The Reverend Cooper...... If you have ever wondered about our church benefactors from
the past, come along on October 28th and the Revd. Sonia will enlighten you. In an
illustrated talk entitled "From Rectory to Riches" she will reveal how the Revd Cooper gave
so generously to our church and village. It promises to be fascinating, and with tea and
cakes included, an occasion not to be missed. Come along to the Church Hall at 3.00 pm on
October 28th.
Tickets: £8.00, (available on the door or from Mission Matters members).
November 24th: Another Music and Poetry extravaganza at 7.00 pm in the Church Hall.
This will be a warm up for the December festivities and we hope that everyone who
participated last year, both audience and performers, will join us again.
September 28th: MacMillan Coffee Morning (10 am to 12 noon)
This is being jointly hosted by Scholes Funeral Directors and the Priory Church and will be
held in the Church Hall. Please come and support this worthy cause. Proceeds will be split
between MacMillan Cancer Relief and the Priory Church Hall Roof Fund.
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September 9th: Parish Walk (2 pm at The Cross)
There will be a conducted walk around the village, organised by Judy Stevens, to be held on
September 9th, starting at the Cross, Deeping St James. The walk will end at the Priory
Church for a church tour (starting at 3 pm) followed by afternoon tea (provided by Mission
Matters in the church). All proceeds to go to Mission Matters.
Everyone welcome
September 30th: Harvest Festival
There will be a special presentation by Friday Knights during the 10 am Family Communion
service and there will be a collection for Water Aid.
Victoria


Priory Church Coffee Group

On Saturday 22nd September the Priory Church Coffee Group will be holding their autumn
coffee morning from 10am to 11.15am. Don’t forget to put this date in your diary.
Margaret

 Sweet Singing in the Choir
I started to go to Choir in 2017 and have thoroughly
enjoyed it. I have had two Choir masters and they have
both been brilliant. We practise on a Friday night, it's fun
and we laugh a lot. On Sunday we arrive at 9.30, practise
for 20 minutes then disappear into the Choir Vestry to get
ready and put on our blue robes. We have an excellent
selection of music and we have sung in different
languages too! The Choir is part of the service and is a
good team. The other members of the Choir are all very
supportive of each other. I believe that other children
should join because it's a really enjoyable experience and
you won't forget what you learn in a hurry!
James Goodchild
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Saint of the Month:
17th September Hildegard of Bingen
(1098-1179)
Hildegard of Bingen was a truly remarkable woman.
An abbess, theologian, mystic, preacher, composer,
she also corresponded with all the important
people of her day.
Hildegard was born at Bermersheim in the
Rhineland to noble parents. A sickly child and one
who received visions from the age of 3, she was
educated by the anchorage Jutta and entered the
convent at Diessenberg in 1112. Having received further visions, the authenticity of which
was confirmed by the Archbishop of Mainz, she was encouraged to write them down. Her
major work, ‘Scivias’ (Know the works of God) explained some 26 visions received on the
Church and Redemption. Other works followed on the Order of virtues, the Merits of Life,
Medicine and Natural history. She also learned to play the ten stringed psaltery and to
write musical notation. She composed poems and set them to music and encouraged her
sisters to paint miniatures on religious themes. For entertainment she invented a language
and the alphabet to go with it.
From 1152-1162 she undertook a preaching tour of the Rhineland. She also challenged the
theology of the heretical Cathars and challenged Emperor Frederick Barbarossa for
supporting a succession of anti-popes. Towards the end of her life she courted controversy
herself by allowing a young man to be buried in consecrated ground. The clergy wanted to
remove him saying that he had died excommunicated but Hildegard was satisfied that he
had been reconciled to God at his death.
Hildegard died in 1179 having founded the community at Bingen in 1165. Her biographer
hailed her as a saint and her cult was recognised in 1326 by Pope John XXII. In 2012
Benedict XVI declared her to be a saint by ‘equivalent canonisation’ and he also made her a
doctor of the Church (one of only four women to be recognised as such).
Revd Sonia
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Cooking with Margaret
Crumble Plum Bake
Ingredients

Method

Cake Base
4oz soft margarine
4oz caster sugar
2 eggs
6oz self raising flour.
2 lb plums stoned and quartered
lengthwise
Topping
2oz butter
4oz plain flour
1oz demerara sugar
1oz flaked almonds.

Prepare the base by placing all ingredients into bowl
and beat well 2 or 3 minutes
Spoon mixture into a greased and lined a Swiss Roll tin.
Arrange plums over lapping on the cake mixture.
Topping: rub butter into flour until mixture resembles
bread crumbs
stir in remaining ingredients and sprinkle over plums.
Bake in preheated oven 180˚C 350˚F Gas 4 for 30
minutes until light and golden in colour.
Enjoy
Serves 16


Baptisms:
1st

Registers for July

We welcome into the Lord’s Family:
Luca William Tamburrini
Leonardo George Tamburrini
Francesca Annalise Laughton
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER 2018
2nd

SUNDAY

THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 17)
9:00 am
Holy Communion (said)
10:00 am
First Sunday Praise
11:15 am
Baptism of Louis Purdy

3rd

Monday

Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, 604

4th

Tuesday

2:00 pm

Holy Communion at Braeburn Lodge

5th

Wednesday

9:30 am
7:30 pm

Holy Chaos Toddler Service
House Group at 45 Crowson Way

6th

Thursday

9:30 am
10:30 am
7:45 pm

Holy Communion (said)
Home Communions
Church Ladies' Fellowship: Opening Service & Supper

7th

Friday

Practice night
5:30 pm
Friday Knights
6:45 pm
Choir Practice
7:30 pm
Ringers’ practice

8th

Saturday

Lincolnshire Churches Trust: Ride and Stride

9th

SUNDAY

THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 18)
9:50 am
Junior Church
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist with Prayers for Healing
2:00 pm
Parish Walk: starting at the Cross (Judy Stevens)
3:00 pm
Church Tour: Revd Sonia followed by tea in the church

11th

Tuesday

9:0 am

Deanery Clergy Chapter: Gosberton

12th

Wednesday

9:30 am
7:30 pm

Holy Chaos Toddler Service
House Group at 45 Crowson Way

13th

Thursday

John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, 407
9:30 am
Holy Communion (said)

14th

Friday

HOLY CROSS DAY
12:30 pm
Wedding of Warren Martin Adams & Rebecca Louise Evans
4:00 pm
Wedding rehearsal for Saturday 15th
5:30 pm
Friday Knights
6:45 pm
Choir Practice
7:30 pm
Ringers’ practice

Practice night:
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15th

Saturday

Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, Martyr, 258
2:00 pm
Wedding of Thomas Oliver Mansfield &
Kate Jane Davies Agnew

16th

SUNDAY

THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 19)
10:00 am
Family Communion

17th

Monday

Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen, Visionary, 1179

19th

Wednesday

9:30 am
7:30 pm

20th

Thursday

John Coleridge Patteson, Bishop of Melanesia & Companions, Martys, 1871
9:30 am
Holy Communion (said)
7:45 pm
Church Ladies' Fellowship: Simply Hats: Sharon Paul

21st

Friday

MATTHEW, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST
Practice night
5:30 pm
Friday Knights
6:45 pm
Choir Practice
7:30 pm
Ringers’ practice

Holy Chaos Toddler Service
House Group at 45 Crowson Way

22nd Saturday

10:00 am

23rd

SUNDAY

25th

Tuesday

THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 20)
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist
Lancelot Andrewes, Bishop of Winchester, 1626

26th

Wednesday

Ember Day
9:30 am
7:30 pm

Church Coffee Group Coffee Morning

Holy Chaos Toddler Service
House Group at 45 Crowson Way

27th

Thursday

Vincent de Paul, Founder of the Lazarists, 1660
9:30 am
Holy Communion (said)

28th

Friday

Ember Day
10:00-12:00
5:30 pm
6:45 pm
7:30 pm

Practice night:

Coffee Morning for Macmillan Cancer Relief & Church Hall
Friday Knights
Choir Practice
Ringers’ practice

29th

Saturday

MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS, Ember Day

30th

SUNDAY

THE 18th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY - HARVEST FESTIVAL (Proper 21)
10:00 am
Family Communion with presentation by Friday Knights
followed by
12:00 noon
Harvest Lunch & Auction of Produce
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(It's a while since Tony last contributed one of his interesting and intriguing tales, so we
hope you enjoy this one. Tony also supplied the photos - many thanks Tony. Now read on ..)

 Tony’s Travels: Lo Shan and the plastic buckets. Part 1
I was happy, but I was sad. I was happy because it was a beautiful day with warmth,
sparkling water and a clear blue sky, but I was sad because I was alone and missing home. I
felt full of life, but I was surrounded by reminders of death. And I was in Hong Kong
because I didn’t need to be in Singapore.
Let me explain; it was a time when I was involved in several port projects on the island of
Borneo. These included a major expansion of the port at Kota Kinabalu, a new port for a
paper mill at Sipitang and a new port for bulk vessels importing iron ore on the offshore
island of Labuan. So there was a lot of travelling around to do. It was not possible to fly
directly from the UK to Borneo so my usual practice was to fly to Singapore, where the firm
had both an office in the city centre and a house on Jalan Kampong Chantek. I would stay
overnight in the Ladyhill Hotel (which was just round the corner from the Shangri-La, not as
posh but pleasant enough and cheaper) and then fly on to Borneo the next day. That is
quite a journey in itself. It is as far from Singapore to Kota Kinabalu as it is from London to
Rome. (Honestly, I’ve just checked it on the globe to make quite sure.)
Sometimes, if our paths crossed and flight times permitted, I would meet colleagues at the
airport, the house or the hotel for informal meetings to exchange information and
documents. Now Singapore is a beautiful and fascinating city and I love it, but on this
occasion no meetings were planned so I decided to return home from Kota Kinabalu via
Hong Kong for a change, and take the opportunity to spend a few days there.
So, to Hong Kong. The sun is glinting across the
surface of the harbour and it is a beautiful day
with an azure sky. I am full of life and in
particular full of a good breakfast, but I am
surrounded by reminders of death because I am
sitting at the edge of a little cemetery where
Chinese families are cleaning the funerary
monuments of their cremated ancestors (the
annual festival of ‘grave sweeping’.) You might
think this is a strange and melancholy place to choose but I prefer to avoid tourists,
especially rich ones, and wander off the beaten track to seek out more interesting places,
local people and local food. I am taking my ease, sitting in the shade, enjoying the view in
the late morning and waiting for the boom of the mid-day gun to echo around the hills.
Below me the boats of the Star Ferry cross to and fro between Hong Kong and Kowloon,
each with a faint smudge of exhaust and trailing a wake of silvery ripples. Other boats
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including the occasional Chinese junk are
going about their business in the busy
harbour. It is quiet here apart from the
chatter of a nearby family, who seem
very cheerful as they honour their
ancestors, burning paper money in the
little funeral hearths as an offering and
then settling down to the serious
business of eating and drinking. I can
hear what they are saying but not
understand it of course, being in Chinese.
One word which comes up a few times I can recognise; Macau. That sets me thinking; after
today I have one more day to spend in Hong Kong, why not have a little adventure and visit
Macau?
The next morning I have a good look around the ferry terminals and any other part of the
docks I can access. Now I would hate you to think I make a practice of loitering around the
docks, but I hope you will understand my need to take a professional interest in port
installations and ship handling. The ferry terminal for Macau proves a disappointment at
first. Macau being a magnet for gamblers, all anxious to get there as quickly as possible,
the terminal is full of modern hydrofoils. Small and extremely fast, they will be used by the
well-off who can afford the expense. They promise a little excitement, but not much else of
interest. Also, I am unlikely to ever be involved professionally with hydrofoils so I am not
likely to learn anything useful from them.
Somewhat disconsolate, I am thinking of
abandoning my plan to visit Macau. Then I
turn the corner in to the more scruffy part of
the terminal and I set eyes on Lo Shan. She is
clearly past her best, looks weary, uncared for
and full of years, but I like her right away.
Oh, the plastic buckets? Well, if you have
stuck with this so far and can endure yet
more, I promise we will get to them shortly.
(. . . . .to be continued)
Tony Masters
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Readings and Readers for September
1st Reading

1st Reader

2nd Reading

2nd Reader

Gospel

THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 17)
Sept
2nd

9th

9:00
am
10:00
am
10:00
am

Deuteronomy 4:
1-2, 6-9
Mark 7:
1-8, 14,15, 21-23

Victoria
Worthington

James 1:
17-27

Simon
Marshall

Mark 7:
1-8, 14,15, 21-23

Ted
First Sunday Praise
Fisk
THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 18)

Isaiah 35:
4-7a

Adrian
Hallam

James 2:
1-10{11-13]14-17

Tony
Masters

Mark 7:
24-37

THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 19)
16th

10:00
am

Isaiah 50:
4-9a

Family
Communion

James 3:
1-12

Family
Communion

Mark 8:
27-38

THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 20)
23rd

10:00
am

Wisdom 1:
16-2:1,12-22

Jo
Astle

James 3:
13-4:3,7-8a

Barry
Fisher

Mark 9:
30-37

THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 21)
30th

10:0
am

Numbers 11:
4-6,10-16,24-29

Cled
Bennett

James 5:
13-20

Ann
Bennett

Mark 9:
38-50

THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 22)
Oct
7th

9:00
am
10:00
am

Genesis 2:
18-24
Mark 10:
2-16

Doris
Bellairs
Lisa
Goodchild

Hebrews 1:
1-4; 2:5-12

Niccy
Fisher
First Sunday Praise

Servers
2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th
Oct 7th
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9:00 am
Geoff
Geoff

10:00 am
Paul
Simon & Nick
Chris & Simon
John & Paul
Nick & Chris
Paul

6:00 pm
John

Mark 10:
2-16

Sidesmen
2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th
Oct 7th

B
C
D
E
F
A

Anne Meekings and Liz Bridgeman
Tim Hitchborn and Cled Bennett
Trevor Harwood and Kim Hallam
Juliet Mills and Margaret Flegg
Val Wilde, Doris Bellairs and Christine Masters
Jane Thompson and Adrian Hallam

Intercessions
9:00 am
Rev Sonia
Rev Sonia

2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th
Oct 7th

10:00 am
T.B.A.
Nick Drewett
Bet Washbrooke
Tony Masters
Friday Knights
T.B.A.

Bread and Wine
2nd
John & Linda Sellars
9th
Caroline Herron & Linda Sellars
16th
Carole Mills & Joy Cunningham
23rd
Doris Bellairs & Christine Masters
30th
Christine Payne & Ann Meekings
Oct 7th
Caroline Herron & Simon Marshall

Coffee
Johanna Jones & Jill Ironside
Liz Spratley & Linda Sellars
Margaret Flegg
Val Wilde & Doris Bellairs
Ann Bennett & Penny Hebblewhite
Jan & Tanwen Fisk

Flowers
2nd

Cleaning
3rd-16th

Janet Lill

9th

Jan Fisk

-

-

16th

Mary Hamilton

17th-30th

Josie Waghorn & Joy Cunningham

23rd
30th
Oct 7th

Christine Masters
Vacant
Harvest

Oct 1st-14th
-

Pat Feek & Christine Payne
-

Dick & Anthea Wray

Brasses
23rd
October 22nd

Doris Bellairs and Joan Dyke
Pat Feek and Chris Payne
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Early Parish Magazines carried an insert entitled "Home Words" (in Priory News we now
include "The Sign"). The following is an extract from the January 1955 issue: (Unfortunately
I have been unable to find any details of the writer. - Ed.)
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Letter from the
Bishop of Grantham
Dear Friends,
Earlier in the summer, one of my oldest friends suddenly died. Michael
has known me since I was eighteen. He was an inspiration for me, first
in becoming an active Christian, and secondly as I explored a call to
ordination. He has been there for me for over twenty-five years. It
goes without saying that I will miss Michael very much. He taught me
two things above all.
The first is about the importance of praying for people, and of allowing
oneself to be prayed for. Michael was hugely disciplined in his prayer.
He kept a diary so that he could make sure that he would pray for
people regularly. He remembered their birthdays, and included these and other significant events
in his praying. Most importantly, he was very down to earth about his prayer life. For him, it was
akin to washing his face or brushing his teeth: something that he did regularly and without fuss,
because it was important to do. And as he did to others, so he drew prayer from them in return. I
very much doubt that I will ever be as disciplined in my prayer as Michael was: but I try to be.
The other thing that Michael taught me was about generosity. He was generous with his time, he
was generous with his hospitality, and he was generous with his money. He didn’t have much, but
from what he had, he gave very generously indeed. And the Church, the Body of Christ, received
from his generosity. Working always in poor parishes, Michael’s generosity inspired other people
to be generous. His churches always paid their parish share. Not for him or his congregations an
argument that ‘others aren’t contributing, so why should we?’, or a suggestion that ‘we need to
put our own house in order before we think about anyone else’. To Michael, the diocese was a
family of parishes, and in a family everyone supported everyone else. His attitude was remarkably
liberating, rooted as it was in the knowledge that God had given generously to him, so it was his
joy to give generously to God’s people. I very much respect this unselfconscious attitude to
money, and pray that I may grow in it myself.
So, uncertain though I am about the discipline and quality of my prayer, I am certain that Michael’s
example of generosity challenges me every time I worship: do I have the simple, gracious,
generous dependence on God that he had, and am I as generous with my time, my hospitality and
my money as he was with his? If I am not yet satisfied about any of these things, then here are
things that I can do something about.
In September, as the harvest that began at Lammas during high summer comes to its end, I will be
thinking about the different gifts that I have been given, and about my opportunities to use those
gifts in the service of the gospel: gifts of prayer, gifts of time, gifts of friendship and gifts of money.
And I will be thinking about Michael, and continuing to thank God for him.
Perhaps you might join me in these thoughts, substituting for Michael whomever it is who has
strongly and positively influenced you in your life and in your journey of faith?
With every blessing,

Bishop Nicholas
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