From the Vicar
Traditionally, summer has been a time for relaxation and a general
doziness around the parish. Meetings are adjourned for the
season, schools are out and so too are the choir and Junior Church.
It is a time of rest and quietness, much needed after all the pizzazz
of the Rose and Sweet Pea Show, the Hog Roast and other worthy
celebrations.
I can only say that, despite having been away on holiday (and
thanks to everyone for keeping things going in my absence!), it
doesn’t seem to have been exactly peaceful. For this I only have myself to blame, of course:
whose bright idea was it to set up Messy Church every week, as well as the family
Communion service over the summer weeks? Yet I cannot say I regret it for an instant. Both
the children and the helpers have responded magnificently and with enthusiasm to the
Wednesday sessions in the hall, and even though numbers of children have been very low
on Sundays, the atmosphere of a church family has been exhilarating, while (I hope)
retaining reverence and not dumbing down too much. Many people have commented
favourably – and criticism has been wonderfully constructive.
It seems to me that the key to keeping our worship and discipleship fresh lies in providing a
varied diet. We have many things to treasure, not least our music, but we also have to make
space for other blessings to emerge alongside. That applies both to our worship format and
to our organisational side. Being a remarkably efficient church, we have rotas for just about
everything: but the danger we face is that efficiency trumps humanity. Ask yourselves how
a newcomer becomes an active disciple. It is through getting involved, being asked to be
part of something that matters, being trusted and invited to commit. How does that
happen, if the rotas are always efficiently full? We need to build a little slack into the
system, find things (and not just things nobody else wants to do!) that inspire and
encourage new worshippers. Maybe each of us should regard ourselves as dispensable on a
rota if there is someone else who could be asked to have a go at a task. We do not own our
ministries: God entrusts them to us and expects us to rejoice in sharing with each other.
Sometimes people will let us down; sometimes there will be things we wish we hadn’t given
to someone potentially less competent. But that then gives us the opportunity to
demonstrate encouragement, forgiveness, humility, gratitude….What’s wrong with that?!
It’s not that far from what St Paul called the fruits of the Spirit, and a sign of a healthy,
secure and confident church.
Summer time, and the living is easy……..
Revd Sue
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In this Month’s Priory News …
Dear All,
For many in our
church, August has proved to be a busy time as
Messy Church has been meeting each Wednesday.
By all accounts, all who have attended have had a
good time and parents too have proved that it is not
just the children who enjoy fish fingers! There is still
one more session to go before the new term begins.
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At this time of year we think especially about our
children, some of whom will be starting school for
the first time whilst for others there will be the
challenge of moving up a year or perhaps even to a
new school, college or university. Then there are the
teachers and their assistants whom, we hope, have
enjoyed a break over the summer. We shall be
thinking about all of these people and also about the new sessions of the various church
groups, among them Children’s Church, the Ladies’ Fellowship (who are celebrating their
sixtieth anniversary this year) and the Choir.
During the summer, many of us have enjoyed a refreshing new look at our 10 o’clock
service with the introduction of a Family Communion in which a slightly less ‘formal’
approach was made and in which the children were able to take a more active role. There
was a strong feeling of ‘family’ at these services and elsewhere in these pages Revd Sue
outlines some practical ways in which we can all feel involved in the family of the church.
Are you able to help in any way?
John
You don’t need a Hog Roast before using Our thanks to John Marsh for this month’s cover
Margaret’s recipe this month – a barbecue will photograph – ‘Tea on the Lawn’ which was held in the
suffice!
Church Hall Garden.
Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them
coming. Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be
accompanied by authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We
will not publish the names of children pictured unless specifically requested
to do so by their parents or guardians.
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860

priorynews@dsj.org.uk

Please let us have your contributions for the October edition of Priory News BEFORE
the deadline of Friday 25th. September. Thank you.
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Reports and News
 News from the Tower
On July 25th the bell ringers, families and friends held their annual
B.B.Q. at Rippingale. Our theme this year was to wear something
Christmassy. We ended up with jumpers, tops, hats, antlers, musical
earrings and a number of beards. A good time was had by the 22
people who attended. A BIG thankyou to Alan and Brenda who hosted
the occasion.
A Cambridge method workshop was held at Greatford church on 10th
August to help improve on the ringing of this method. All who came
agreed that they benefited from the morning.
On the 16th August we held a minute’s silence in memory of the many who died in the
Japan war and then dedicated our ringing to them and the ones who survived to return
home.
Mike Gentle.

 Priory Church Coffee Group
Church Coffee Group Tea on the Lawn - August 6th.
After an unpromising morning, the sun decided to grace the coffee group’s annual
afternoon tea on the lawn. By the end of the afternoon people were scurrying to move
their tables out of the sun and into the shade.
With a plentiful supply of freshly cut sandwiches, cakes and
Margaret’s famous cheese and plain scones, served with
generous helpings of jam and cream (or butter to taste),
over fifty parishioners participated in what turned out to be
a quintessential English summer afternoon.
Against the backdrop of the
elegant vicarage, the gardens,
beautifully tended by Chris, John and Linda, were looking at their
magnificent best.
Almost £250 pounds was raised for local good causes to be
distributed at the group’s annual meeting early in 2016.
Thanks, as always, to Margaret and her happy band of helpers
who never fail to deliver an enjoyable occasion, as testified by the
numbers who turn up on a regular basis.
[Please keep the following dates in your diary:
Autumn Coffee Morning - Saturday 19th September
Advent Coffee Morning - Saturday 28th November]
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John Marsh.

 Mission Matters
Once again we are hoping to support Operation Christmas Child (Shoe Boxes).
worthy cause blesses children with gifts they just wouldn’t have at Christmas.

This

These shoe boxes travel to different parts of the world at Christmas each year, so if you
are able to fill a shoe box or are interested to know more there will be posters and leaflets
available in Church from October onwards.
Filled boxes need to be brought to Church the first Sunday in November – any queries:
348110.
The Homeless Stronger Together – Peterborough
Although the weather is good and the sun shining, at the moment, winter is not too far
away and then it is perhaps easier to think how awful it must be to be homeless and in
need. However, the numbers keep growing and the need is always there. We are truly
thankful for organisations, Stronger Together being one of them, who work tirelessly to
meet these needs. Thank you for your continued support over the years. There haven’t
been many weeks when Fred’s box hasn’t had anything left in it or bags of clothing or
tinned food or bedding left beside it.
God Bless You. Please keep up the good work.
Pat Feek
We hope you have marked Sunday, October 18th in your diaries. There will be a concert
given by the Greenwood Choir, a group of West Gallery musicians. Tickets will be £6, to
include the concert and tea and cakes afterwards.
Our next meeting will be held on September 22nd. after which we shall be able to bring
you up to date with any decisions about the distribution of funds and any new proposals.
Victoria

 Knit and Natter.
Calling all creative souls. Our knit and natter group would like to
become all inclusive – so whether it is cardmaking, sewing, weaving
or any other craft we would love you to join us when we start again
on September 24th.. Bring along your latest project, for yourself or
for your favourite charity and enjoy a very social evening. Please
note that this meeting will be held at 14 Granville Avenue, Northborough, PE6 9DS.
All welcome.
Penny
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Tony’s Travels: The First, and Worst, Half Hour in Karachi: Part 3
So, do things get better after the terror of the taxi rank at Jinnah International Airport?
Well, of course, otherwise the title of this piece wouldn’t make sense. However,
improvement proves neither rapid nor significant. To begin with, sticking plaster, bruises
and a developing black eye give the impression that I have recently been the loser in a
street fight. This causes a few curious glances in the Hilton Hotel at breakfast and is not
likely to make a good impression when meeting a potential client.
I have two immediate problems. Firstly, there seems to be a pile-driver operating in my
head which is making rational thought even more challenging than usual. Secondly, the
shirt I was wearing on arrival is blood-stained and as I am travelling light I am faced with a
serious sartorial shortage. Wearing a shirt without a tie to a business meeting may be
merely a forgivable gaffe but wearing a tie without a shirt tends to be regarded as
somewhat eccentric. Now in my opinion only millionaires and the emotionally disturbed
who require retail therapy would shop in expensive hotels (and the latter condition is my
only excuse for foolishly buying a sweater in the Peninsular Hotel in Kowloon, but that’s
another story.) So I step out of the hotel and wander around a few streets to find a suitable
shop. Just a short stroll as it turns out but long enough to be afflicted by the heat, humidity
and air pollution, just three of the many things I already dislike about Karachi. There is an
air of menace about the place, police and soldiers on the streets, maybe it is just my
imagination and sore head but knowing what elections are like here, as the song goes, ‘I
predict a riot’ and I would rather not be in it.
I buy a shirt, after a bit of bargaining, but the shopkeeper is unhappy to let me go without
ordering a bespoke suit, shoes, nice dress for the wife, what about some silk, best quality,
very cheap, you have children, surely you must take something back for them etc. etc. Back
at the hotel I find our agent waiting for me in reception, full of apologies about missing me
at the airport. He gives as his excuse delays on the roads due to the unrest and violence
caused by the election. This is a plausible excuse since the whole city seems to be going
crazy, and not in a pleasant or carnival way. Elections here are always tense and there has
been an increase in tensions because of an influx of refugees from Afghanistan, with ethnic
and political violence breaking out across the city. However I don’t really believe his excuse
because he seems shifty and avoids eye contact. My opinion of him nosedives even further
when I question him about the proposed major project he alleges to be in the offing. Like
many big cities on a coastline there are two ports here, the Port of Karachi and Port Bin
Qasim and he doesn’t seem to know much about either. However he has at least arranged
a meeting for the following day with the Chief Engineer of the Karachi Ports Authority.
The agent departs, leaving me to rest and recover in the bar with a few of my favourite
snifter painkillers, served over ice in a glass, but not before announcing that he will return in
the evening to take me to dinner at a restaurant well away from the Hilton. Why? Well,
Benazir Bhutto is due to attend a pre-election meeting of her Pakistan Peoples’ Party at the
hotel and an assassination attempt is widely expected (It didn’t happen this time but
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eventually she was assassinated at Rawalpindi in 2007.) The English language newspapers
in Karachi sometimes refer to her as the Iron Lady – I remember we had one of those in the
UK as well.
I love a good curry and you would think that in Karachi of all places it ought to be possible to
get one. This is a huge city, full of good restaurants, so I am full of anticipation. Surely
there will be crispy poppodoms with spicy mango chutney, soothing and delicious cucumber
raita, followed by soft naan bread and steamed basmati rice soaking up the juices of the
signature dish for which Karachi is famous, chicken biryani. So much for mouth-watering
optimism, in keeping with the tenor of this trip the meal is a sore disappointment. The
décor is tired, the service poor and the food undistinguished. This agent is really hopeless,
he can’t even find a decent curry in Karachi.
The meeting the next day is equally unprofitable although the Chief Engineer is very
friendly. Urdu is the spoken language in Karachi but he speaks excellent English and had
attended university in England, so that breaks the ice. Although I had little time to prepare
before leaving the UK I had managed to swot up a little on his ports so we spend some time
discussing port operations in general while I try to manoeuvre him round to spilling the
beans about future plans for port expansions and investment. After a while he asks to
speak to me in private so our agent leaves the room, rather unwillingly. The Chief Engineer
leans back in his chair, gazes at the ceiling in silence, then looks at me quizzically. “Tell me,
why has your boss sent you here at this time, doesn’t he like you? Did he give you that
black eye before you left?” Then he bursts out laughing, and I feel obliged to join in,
laughing and wincing simultaneously. Serious now, he tells me that all potential projects
are on hold pending the result of the election and that he has dealt with our agent before,
has a poor opinion of him and if we want to find work in Karachi we should ditch him and
look for someone both more competent and better connected.
Following the meeting I have a long telephone conversation with my boss who decides we
should cut our losses and I should return to the UK, then once the election is decided we
will search for a better local agent. So I book a flight but at such short notice there are no
direct flights available and I will have to fly via Abu Dhabi. On the first leg of the flight the
seat next to me is empty but at Abu Dhabi a woman boards the plane and claims it. She is
dressed overall in black with a niqab veiling her face, which basically means she wants to be
there, but invisible, so of course I don’t acknowledge her presence in any way. Soon after
take-off she leaves her seat for a while, then to my surprise another woman, elegantly
dressed, sits down in it. I explain that the seat is already taken but – and I bet you have
already guessed – she tells me she is the same woman, having merely changed into western
dress. It must be my addled brain that is slowing my thinking. Suddenly I feel rather sorry
for her, I too am travelling between cultures, diets, climates and time zones but at least I
don’t have to keep changing my clothes while I am doing it.
(Continued on page 10)
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER 2015
2nd

Wednesday

4:30 pm
7:30 pm

3rd

Thursday

Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, 604
9:30 am
Holy Communion
10:30 am
Home Communions
7:45 pm
Church Ladies’ Fellowship opening Service and
meeting.

4th

Friday

Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir (resumes after summer break)
7:30 pm
Ringers

5th

Saturday

3:00 - 3:45 pm Visiting Ringers

6th

SUNDAY

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 18)
9:00 am
Holy Communion (said)
10:00 am
Family Service with Holy Baptism (Jasper James
Steven Purdy and Verity-Belle Jennifer Purdy)

8th

Tuesday

The Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary
9:00 am
Deanery Clergy Chapter meet at Spalding

10th

Thursday

9:30 am

11th

Friday

Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

12th

Saturday

Annual Ride and Stride for Historic Churches Trusts

13th

SUNDAY

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 19)
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist

14th

Monday

HOLY CROSS DAY

15th

Tuesday

Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, Martyr, 258
2:00 pm
Service at Braeburn Lodge led by Revd Linda Elliott

16th

Wednesday

Ninian, Bishop of Galloway, Apostle of the Picts, 432

17th

Thursday

Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen, Visionary, 1179
9:30 am
Holy Communion
7:45 pm
Church Ladies’ Fellowship; A New Hospice
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Messy Church
PCC meeting at Cranmore Farmhouse (preceded by
Communion at 7:15 pm)

Holy Communion

18th

Friday

Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

19th

Saturday

Autumn Coffee Morning

20th

SUNDAY

ST. MATTHEW (transferred from Sept 21st)
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist
6:00 pm
Choral Evensong

21st

Monday

MATTHEW, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST

23rd

Wednesday

Ember Day

24th

Thursday

Jeremy Taylor, Bishop of Down and Connor, Teacher, 1667
9:30 am
Holy Communion
7:30 pm
Worship Committee at 50, Spalding Road

25th

Friday

Lancelot Andrewes, Bishop of Winchester, Spiritual Writer, 1626
Ember Day
Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

26th

Saturday

Ember Day

27th

SUNDAY

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 21)
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist

29th

Tuesday

ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS

30th

Wednesday

Jerome, Translator of the Scriptures, 420

October
1st

Thursday

9:30 am
10:30 am

Holy Communion
Home Communions

2nd

Friday

Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

4th

SUNDAY

18th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 22) – HARVEST FESTIVAL
9:00 am
Holy Communion (said)
10:00 am
Family Service with Holy Baptism (Archie George
Smith and Ruby Olivia Dix)
12:00 noon
Harvest Luncheon followed by Auction of Produce
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(Continued from page 7)
There is no getting away from it, this trip has been in every way a minor catastrophe and I
am returning to the UK empty-handed, battered and bruised. How to lift the mood before I
sign off? Well, the trip did at least give me bragging rights at the coffee machine in the
office when I got home – but even that was not for long. My colleague Peter, with whom I
would later share an apartment at Menara Bangsar in Kuala Lumpur, was posted off to
Singapore. Almost as soon as he was airborne the client cancelled the project and when he
arrived at Changi it was to find a message instructing him to fly straight back. He thus
became the only person I know who has been to Singapore and back with absolutely no jet
lag.
Well that’s it for this trip but thinking ahead, in a future piece I might describe a more
successful but equally eventful visit to Japan as a guest of the Sumitomo Company, if our
esteemed editor agrees. So with that in prospect let’s end on an appropriate note with a
couple of Japanese haikus:
If you travel light
Don’t rush to leave the airport
Not in Karachi.
Let us face the facts
This trip was a disaster
So ends this story
Tony Masters

DSJ – A Virtual renewal!
Those of you who like the virtual world of IT will know that we currently have quite a
sophisticated website (www.dsj.org.uk) with lots of information about us and links for
emailing various church officers as well as viewing the magazine online. Sadly, our website
is now rather out of date, and we urgently ned a volunteer with sufficient skills either to
adapt what we already have and make it user-friendly, or to start from scratch and build a
new one.
This is an important task, as these days the internet is often a first port of call for those
who are interested but wary of approaching personally. The website is therefore our shop
window. So we need to make it as inviting and attractive as possible…. Could you be that
creative person who fronts up our online presence and keeps it up to date? If you are
interested, have a word with either Rev Sue, John Worthington or Adrian Hallam. It’s
perfectly acceptable to say “I will have a go, but please don’t commit me to it for more
than X months” if you are hesitant!
Revd Sue
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Cooking with Margaret
Carrot and Tomato Salad
Ingredients:

Method:
Whisk the ingredients opposite all together.

A 295g tin of Campbell’s
Condensed Tomato soup
4 fl oz White Vinegar
1 Dessert spoon Worcester sauce
1 Dessert spoon Brown Sugar
Salt to taste.

Peel 2lbs carrots, slice and boil or steam until tender
When cool add a chopped Red onion and a chopped
Green Pepper
Add to the whisked mixture and mix in.
Note from Margaret: (this) is something that was
served at the Hog Roast. Any left overs can be put in a
covered bowl in a fridge and saved for another day.

Registers for July
Baptisms:

We welcome into the Lord’s Family:

5th

Mia Jane Le Sage
Luke Aiden Pollendine
Weddings: We congratulate:
24th

Daniel Stuart Hirst & Eloise Claire Taylor

Funerals:

We commend to God’s keeping:

7th
15th

Phyllis Norah Didlick
Kay Avard

Simon’s Retirement
Many of you will know that Simon Marshall prides
himself on cake-making but rarely do we get a chance to
see him wielding the knife on one of his own creations!
However, his recent retirement from his other, day-job,
(no accounting for tastes!) gave our intrepid
photographer, Chris Halley, a chance for a quick photo of
Simon cutting a tranche from his latest high-rise
investment (sic). Could this be a recipe for the future?
(Love the T shirt! – Ed)
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Church Family Opportunity!
Most of us hate housework, but little and often is usually a good policy, and it applies to
church cleaning as well. But there are regularly over sixty of us in this church family, and
maybe we could make the general appearance of our lovely building less of a chore. I am
putting together a list of possible small pieces of church for people to take responsibility
for on a regular basis. So far I have come up with:
 Tidy the porch
 Maintain the children’s corner (throw out used drawing paper, put toys back in
boxes….)
 Remove any litter from under the pews
 Slide along a few pews on a duster (great for kids, and we need about ten of them!)
 Make sure kneelers are hanging up properly
 Wash the altar linen that is soaking in the clergy vestry
 Change altar frontals when necessary
 Polish the high altar rail once a month
 Polish the lectern twice a year
 Clean any candle sticks you can find (a hairdryer gets old wax off beautifully!)
 Dust the Corpus Christi chapel
 Dust the Lady Chapel
 Flap away any obvious cobwebs on high with the amazing Pigeon Poker
 Flap away any pigeons on high with …the same gadget!
 Check the main paths for dog poo (bags in vestry if needed!)
More extreme challenges:
 Weed stuff out of the floodlight boxes
 Forming a three monthly party, attack the ivy on the outside wall
 Those with a head for heights, clear gutters on nave roof (NB pairs of people
needed, for safety)
 Indoor types with a head for heights, remove the once-beautiful “stained glass” in
the children’s corner.
 Creative types, make another that is just as good!
Some of these jobs are a quick weekly matter, and others are at your discretion, maybe
once a quarter, or once a month. To get us started, there could be a
GRAND CHALLENGE DAY on SATURDAY 12TH SEPTEMBER
10.00-12.00 ~ Refreshments provided!
Revd Sue
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Rotas for September
Servers
9:00 am
Geoff
Geoff

6th
13th
20th
27th
Oct. 4th
Sidesmen
Sept 6th
13th
20th
27th
Oct 4th

C
D
E
F
A

10:00 am
Paul
Nick and Paul
Simon and Nick
John and Simon
Paul

6:00 pm
Geoff
-

Tim Hitchborn and Cled Bennett
Trevor Harwood and Kim Hallam
Bill and Margaret Flegg, Liz Bridgeman
Val Wilde, Doris Bellairs and Christine Masters
Jane Thompson and Adrian Hallam

Intercessions
Sept 6th
13th
20th
27th
Oct 4th

9:00 am
Sonia M/Sue P
Sonia M/Sue P

Bread and Wine
Sept 6th
John & Linda Sellars
13th
Christine Payne & Ann Meekings
20th
Dick & Anthea Wray
27th
Martin & Niccy Fisher
Oct 4th
John & Victoria Worthington

Flowers
6th
13th
20th
27th
Oct 4th

10:00 am
TBA
Tony Masters
Linda Elliott
Nick Drewett
Coffee
Bill & Margaret Flegg
Val Wilde & Doris Bellairs
Ann Bennett & Penny Hebblewhite
John & Sue Marsh
Johanna Jones & Jill Ironside

Cleaning Brasses
Aug 31stEileen Day
John & Linda Sellars
Sept 13th
Sept 6th Bill & Margaret Flegg
Mary Hamilton
Sep 14thChristine Masters
Janet Lill & Marion Stevens
27th
Sep 28thVacant
Dick & Anthea Wray
Oct 11th
Harvest
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Readings and Readers for September
1st Reading 1st Reader
2nd Reading
2nd Reader
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 18)
6th

9:00
am

Isaiah 35:
4-7a

10:00
am

Mark 7:
24-end

Martin
Fisher

James 2:
1-10,[11-13],14-17

Gospel

Niccy
Fisher

Mark 7:
24-end

Lisa
Goodchild

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 19)
13th

10:00
am

Isaiah 50:
4-9a

Jane
Thompson

James 3:
1-12

Ann
Bennett

Mark 8:
27-end

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (St Matthew transferred)
20th

27th

Oct
4th

14

10:00
am
10:00
am
9:00
am
10:00
am

Proverbs 3:
13-18

Simon
Marshall

2 Corinthians 4:
1-6

Bill
Flegg

Matthew 9:
9-13

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 21)
Numbers 11:
John
James 5:
Roger
Mark 9:
4-6,10-16,24-29 Worthington
13-end
Bridgeman
38-end
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 22)
Genesis 2:
Caroline
Hebrews 1:
Victoria
Mark 10:
18-24
Herron
1-4; 2:5-12
Worthington
2-16
Mark 10:
2-16

Vicky
Billyard

The Priory Church, Deeping St James presents

Strings for the
Bassoon!
Using voices and
instruments and dressed
in costumes of the times,
the Quire evokes the spirit
and enjoyment of the
nineteenth century church
musicians who featured so
colourfully in Thomas
Hardy’s novels.

A Concert of Words and Music
by

The Greenwood Quire
Sunday 18th October 2015
3pm at the Priory Church
Deeping St James
Tickets: £6, (including tea and cakes) available
from V Worthington 01778 343860 or at the door
All proceeds to support the work of the Mission Committee
of the Priory Church
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