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 From the Curate 
      The Reverend Sonia Marshall 
Dear Friends, 
 
Many of you will, as August comes to an end, no doubt feel sadness that the summer is 
over. With the onset of darker nights and cooler days that is quite 
understandable....but September does have its compensations. 
 
For our children returning to school there is the stimulus of new things...pristine 
exercise books, new subjects, getting acquainted with new teachers. For their parents 
there is the return of regular social gatherings...a little less time to be spent in their 
gardens but more time to go for walks in the crisp air among the autumn leaves and 
hedgerows tinged with russet and gold and the fruits of the harvest season. In Church 
we look forward to the return of our choir and the children showing the results of their 
lessons each week...not to mention the welcome cup of coffee after the service. 
 
It can sometimes feel dispiriting in August looking round at the empty seats of those 
away on holiday – especially if you are not able to get away yourself. It was pleasing 
then the other week to hear from one member of the congregation that they realized 
on returning  how much they had missed Sunday worship during their time away. This 
is of course to be expected as members of the family to which we all belong in Christ 
Jesus. 
 
We thank the Lord for the spiritual home which is ours in the Priory Church. May God 
richly bless us as the’ new term’ begins and with the help of the Holy Spirit may we 
continue to do good work in his name. 
 
With best wishes, 

Sonia 
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In this Month’s Priory News … 

Dear All, 

It’s hard to 
believe that 
this is our third 
issue of Priory 
News, and so 
far our readers 
have been 
very kind – 

well, at least we haven’t been lynched yet!  We should be 
delighted to receive not only your contributions but also any 
ideas you may have for future issues – maybe, for 
example, someone could send us some personal 
reminiscences of events in the parish.  Do you remember 
Nancy Titman’s series, for example?  Or perhaps you write 
poetry or short stories.  It would also be good to have a 
page where our younger members could contribute articles. 
So, as the nights begin to draw in and you stock up with 
logs for the chilly autumn evenings, please put on your 
thinking caps, take a slice of apple cake from Margaret’s 
recipe, and send us your ideas. 

Kind regards, 

Caroline and John 
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Thank you to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Contributions and suggestions are very 

welcome. Please let us have your prayers, poems, pictures, comments, reminiscences and anything 

else you’d like to share. NB: pictures containing recognisable children must be accompanied by 

authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We will not publish the names of children 

pictured unless specifically requested to do so by their parents or guardians. 

John Worthington 

priorynews@dsj.org.uk  

Please let us have your contributions for the October edition of Priory News BEFORE the 

deadline, Friday 23rd  September. Thank you for your help 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Church Calendar for September 

1st  Thursday 
 9:30am Holy Communion 

10:30am Home Communions 

  
7:45pm Church Ladies’ Fellowship – opening service and buffet 

2nd  Friday 

 Practice Night: 

6:45pm Choir Practice 

7:30pm Ringers 

3rd  Saturday Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, Teacher of the Faith, 604  

4th  SUNDAY 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (PROPER 18) 

10:00am Sung Eucharist 

6:00pm Choral Evensong 

8th  Thursday 
Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

9:30am Holy Communion 

  
7:30pm PCC Meeting 

9th  Friday 

 Practice Night: 

6:45pm Choir Practice 

7:30pm Ringers 

11th  SUNDAY 

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (PROPER 19) 

8:00am Holy Communion (said) 

10:00am Sung Eucharist with Holy Baptism 

   
(Junior Church resumes) 

13th  Tuesday 
John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, Teacher of the Faith, 
407 

14th  Wednesday Holy Cross Day 

  
7:30pm Deanery Synod at Moulton 

15th  Thursday 
Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, Martyr, 258 

9:30am Holy Communion 

  
7:45pm Church Ladies’ Fellowship 

16th  Friday 

Ninian, Bishop of Galloway, Apostle of the Picts, c432  

Practice Night: 

6:45pm Choir Practice 

7:30pm Ringers 

17th  Saturday Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen, Visionary, 1179  

18th  SUNDAY 
THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (PROPER 20) 

10:00am Sung Eucharist 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gregory_the_Great
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blessed_virgin_Mary
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Chrysostom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Chrysostom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Ninian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hildegard_of_Bingen
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19th  Monday Theodore of Tarsus, Archbishop of Canterbury, 690  

20th  Tuesday 11:00am Deanery Clergy Chapter – St Johns Spalding 

21st  Wednesday Matthew Apostle and Evangelist  

22nd  Thursday 9:30am Holy Communion 

23rd  Friday  

Practice Night: 

6:45pm Choir Practice 

7:30pm Ringers 

25th  SUNDAY 
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (PROPER 21) 

8:00am Holy Communion (said) 

  
10:00am Sung Eucharist 

26th  Monday Wilson Carlile, Founder of the Church Army, 1942  

27th  Tuesday Vincent de Paul, Founder of the Congregation of the Mission, 1660 

28th  Wednesday Ember Day 

29th  Thursday 
Michael and All Angels  

9:30am Holy Communion 

30th  Friday 

Jerome, Translator of the Scriptures, Teacher of the Faith, 420 

Ember Day 
Practice Night: 

6:45pm Choir Practice 
7:30pm Ringers 

1st  Saturday Ember Day 

2nd  SUNDAY 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (PROPER 22) 

HARVEST FESTIVAL 

10:00am Sung Eucharist 

6:00pm Choral Evensong for Harvest 

 

 

Registers for July 
    

Baptisms: We welcome into the Lord’s family:   Weddings: We congratulate:                               

10th  
Billy George Jeffrey Bond 
Alice Zara Hall 

 9th  
 
 

 Andrew Scott George and Emma 
Victoria Sadler 

  
 30th Gareth Michael Roberts and 

Rebecca-Eve Cayley 
 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodore_of_Tarsus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Matthew
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wilson_Carlile
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_and_All_Angels
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerome
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Choosing the Hymns each Month   

by Revd Janet         

I always allow 3 – 4 hours for this task.  Sonia and I take it in turns month 

by month to choose the hymns, and it is a task which takes a surprisingly long time to 

prepare the hymns for a month at a time.  

Firstly, I open the lectionary Bible readings at the appropriate Sunday, and glance 

through them to get the gist of the theme each week.  Then, taking one week at a 

time, I choose the following: 

1) A Processional hymn to get the choir to their places and get the service off to a 
good start.  This hymn needs to be well-known and of a steady rhythm.  It also 
needs to have enough verses for the procession because the servers have a long 
way to walk.  A good start might be something like, “We have a gospel to 
proclaim”, or All my hope on God is founded”, 

 
2) Next comes the Offertory hymn when the servers bring the gospel book to the 

congregation for the Deacon to read the gospel for the day.  This hymn can be a 
little shorter, and can be quiet or lively. 

 
3) The Communion hymn comes as people are walking forward for Communion, so 

this needs to be quiet one.  An example for this one might be “Be still, for the 
presence of the Lord” from the Sing with all my Soul (SWAMS) supplement, or 
“Through all the changing scenes of life” from the hymnbook. 

 
4) Finally, the recessional hymn to conclude the service needs to be well-known: 

something like, “Guide me O thou great Redeemer”, or “Shine, Jesus shine”.  It 
needs to be suitable for the children who are present, either because they know 
it already, or because it is a good classic hymn that everyone can sing easily. 

 
To aid me in my choice I have 3 books, one published by the Royal School of Church 
Music, one is a publication based solely upon our red hymnbook, and another 
publication based upon the Bible readings for the day.  These contain suggestions to 
consider, although I have to say I don’t always follow them, but it is handy to have such 
publications to help.  The SWAMS supplement has the best of many modern hymns 
which are heard regularly on Songs of Praise, and I like the selection we have. 
 
If a hymn goes really badly, and clearly no-one knows it at all, I make a note of that on 

the music list for the month, and I keep all of these in a folder for reference. I know I 

don’t always get it right, but I am learning from my mistakes!  
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Priory Church Coffee Group 

 

Afternoon Tea and Raffle 

 

This was held in the Priory Church Hall garden on a lovely sunny 

afternoon.  It was well attended. 

 

Thank you to all who helped on the afternoon and to those who 

kindly donated raffle prizes.  The sum of £251 was raised for local 

Charities and towards new tables for the Hall  

 

Gifts were presented to Beryl on her retirement. 

 

Dates of Future Events for your diary 

 

22
nd

 September – Coffee Morning  

1
st

 December – Christmas Coffee Morning 

 

Carole Mills (Secretary) 

 

 

We know it’s a little late in reporting it, but the ringers held their annual barbeque 

on 23 July, and a big thanks to David and Joyce Langley for hosting the event at 

their home in Baston.  There were some 26 ringers and friends present and we had 

a theme for the day of an unusual headdress or hat.  The best one selected by the 

host was Tony Masters dressed as the Mad Hatter.  The family prize went to the 

Muspratt family who came as the Three Tenors. The afternoon went very well with 

the two “Master Chefs”, Mike and David, dishing up some well cooked food. Joyce 

prepared jacket potatoes and other ringers brought along salads and puddings.  All 

the food was very nicely prepared and presented, well done to all 

Mike Gentle 

News from the Tower 
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Tony’s Travels 

TEWKESBURY ABBEY AND THE BATTLE OF TEWKESBURY  

If we look at the photograph, what do we 

see?  Assuming you read last month's Priory 

News you may recognise Tewkesbury 

Abbey in the distance.  Beyond the abbey 

(or to give it its full title The Abbey of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary at Tewkesbury) lies the 

town.  Leading down to the abbey is a 

beautiful meadow, at the bottom of which is 

a stream, known as the River Swilgate.  

There is a lady heading down towards the stream, the sun on her back, 

enjoying a walk around the battlefield with your humble scribe. Lightly she trips 

the emerald sward, intent on our forthcoming lunchtime feast down by the river.  

Not for nothing is one of her official titles ‘Picnic Pursuivant’.  The River Swilgate 

is no more than a stream in dry weather but on at least two occasions (the last 

as recently as 2007) the River Severn has backed up along this little valley and 

flooded the surrounding land, including the abbey.  The stream runs away to the 

left, that is to the west, chuckling and gurgling to itself as it weaves playfully 

beneath shady trees, until it is surprised to find itself swallowed by the River 

Severn.  The whole area around the abbey is protected from development by 

the Abbey Lawn Trust, originally funded by an American benefactor in 1962. 

Unseen behind us to the south the ground continues to rise to a crest, then falls 

gently to rise to another ridge a few miles away.  Again unseen, over to the west 

and behind us is a wood, part of a golf course.  Further away to our left is the 

River Severn.  What do we hear?  Very little, it is a peaceful Saturday, England 

at its best, there are only faint sounds from children playing some way off.  It is 

a warm day, hazy and lazy, and the abbey slumbers in the sunshine. 

Now let us linger here awhile in this pleasant spot and return in our imaginations 

to 4th May 1471, a very significant day in the Wars of the Roses.  Before our 

gaze a different scene unfolds.  The abbey is still there of course, but larger in 

extent as befits an important monastery, and partly obscured by a motley 

collection of buildings and sheds to service its needs.  There are extensive fish 

ponds fed by the stream, the sound of farmyard noises of all kinds, and the 

smells to go with them; smoke rises from numerous fires.  All these things are 

much as usual for the time. 
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But on this May morning there are other things, 

unusual things; armed men, and cooking smells, the 

sound of horses, the metallic sounds of weapons and 

armour.  An army is here and if we turn around we 

can see that it is drawn up along the crest.  It is the 

Lancastrian army of Queen Margaret of Anjou whose 

husband Henry VI languishes in the Tower of London 

and who is trying to secure the throne for her son 

Prince Edward; it is an exhausted army trying to 

cross the Severn to join forces with Jasper Tudor in 

Wales.  Denied a crossing at Gloucester they have been forced to march to the 

next crossing point at Tewkesbury, knowing that the Yorkists are marching to 

intercept them.  The Lancastrian army is in three units commanded by The 

Duke of Somerset, John Lord Wenlock and the Earl of Devon with the eighteen 

year old Prince Edward under the care of Wenlock. 

The Yorkist army, led by King Edward IV, is also here and 

occupies the ridge a few miles further to the south. It is 

commanded by the King, Richard Duke of Gloucester (later to 

become Richard III) and Lord Hastings.  The Yorkists plan not 

only to prevent the Lancastrian army from crossing the Severn, 

but to destroy them where they stand. 

The Lancastrians have taken up a defensive position, but they are hemmed in 

by the abbey and the town to the north and east, and by the river to the west.  

Although the Lancastrians have about 6000 men and the Yorkists about 5000 

the latter are fresher, far better equipped and better armed.   

There is the sound of trumpets, both sides are being called to arms and placed 

in battle formation.  Something whistles past overhead, the archers are loosing 

arrows, then a loud report as artillery opens up, battle is joined, horses panic, 

mouths are dry, fear spreads, dead and wounded fall to the ground.   

The Lancastrian troops are hurriedly moved down from the ridge 

to make them less exposed, but this puts them in a more 

vulnerable position.  Then disaster strikes; they have failed to 

secure the wood on their right flank against surprise attack.  

Yorkist spearmen check the wood, finding no troops there they charge down at 

the Lancastrian right flank which is caught in the open.  Overwhelmed, it 

retreats in to a nearby meadow against the river (known ever since as 'Bloody 

Meadow') where it is massacred.  
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The Duke of Somerset survives to return to the main battle in the centre; being 

more than a little miffed that he did not receive any reinforcements from 

Wenlock, according to one account he calls him a traitor and then cleaves his 

head with a battleaxe.  Never a good sign when the top men fall out.  Not 

surprisingly the trapped and demoralised Lancastrian army quickly breaks 

under attack, retreat turns in to a rout, many are drowned in the fish ponds, 

some flee towards Bloody Meadow and the remainder in the direction of the 

abbey.  Even in the abbey there is no escape and many are slaughtered within 

its walls.  

The Aftermath: 

It is believed that about 2000 Lancastrians were killed in the battle.  Among the 

slain were the Earl of Devon, Lord Wenlock, Lord Beaufort and Sir William 

Rous, and also Queen Margaret's last hope for the Lancastrian cause, her son 

Edward, Prince of Wales.  The Duke of Somerset survived the battle and along 

with others sought sanctuary in the abbey and other nearby churches.  

Nevertheless Somerset and others considered the most dangerous of King 

Edward's enemies were removed from the abbey, tried and executed at 

Tewkesbury within days of the battle.  Most were buried in and around the 

abbey with Prince Edward being buried in the abbey choir.  He was the only 

Prince of Wales ever to die in battle and his resting 

place is marked with a brass plate on the floor.  To 

add insult to injury the victors had the choir vault in 

the abbey decorated with the Yorkist badge of the 

'sun in splendour.'   Because of the slaughter which 

had taken place within the abbey it was closed for 

a month to be purified and re-consecrated. 

It is said that after the battle the monks walked the battlefield, picking up the 

pieces of plate armour which littered the ground and taking them back to the 

abbey where they were hammered flat and used to line the door of the sacristy 

to make it a sort of primitive strong-room, a cheerfully pragmatic and 

opportunistic approach to the calamity around them; waste not want not!  

Following this decisive victory the Yorkist Plantagenet kings ruled England for 

the next 14 years until Richard III was defeated and killed by Henry Tudor at 

Bosworth. 

Tony Masters   

With acknowledgement to 'The Battle of Tewkesbury 1471', Tewkesbury Tourist Information Centre. 
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Cooking with Margaret 

 

Apple Cake 

Ingredients: 

 

115g butter 
115g caster sugar 
225g self raising flour 
1 medium egg 
450g cooking apples 
1 tbsp brown sugar 
25g sultanas 
1 tsp cinnamon 
A little icing sugar 

Method: 

 

Grease and line a loose bottomed 20cm cake tin. Melt the butter 
in a saucepan over a low heat and add the Caster sugar. Sift the 
flour into a bowl and combine with the beaten egg. Then stir in 
the butter and sugar mixture. 
Peel core and slice the apples. Put in a bowl and mix with the 
brown sugar, sultanas and cinnamon. Spread half the cake 
mixture in the bottom of the tin, arranging the spiced sugar and 
apple on top. Cover with the remaining cake mixture. (It doesn’t 
matter if there are gaps).  
Place the cake tin in a pre-heated oven at 350°F/180°C/Gas 4, 
and bake for about an hour until golden. Cool in the tin and 
either dust with icing sugar or drizzle over a thin icing glaze.  

Margaret Flegg  

 

 

 

 

 

Flower Rota 2012 

I shall soon be updating the flower rota for 2012 and I would be very 

grateful if any participating ladies would let me know if they would like 

to change their dates.  Bearing in mind that Easter 2012 is Sunday 8th 

April, the beginning of Lent will also be earlier than it was this year, then 

I can amend the rota accordingly. 

I have also been asked to mention that when watering flower dishes on the altar to be 

careful of spillage as it tends to stain the white altar cloths. Thank you. 

Please come and have a word with me when you see me in church. 

Christine Masters 

 

House Group 

7:30pm Wednesdays 

at 45 Crowson Way, DSJ. 

All welcome! 
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Forthcoming Events: 

The Annual Sponsored Bike Ride and Stride   

Saturday 10 September 2011.   

This is an opportunity to visit out wonderful Churches across the county and at the 
same time raise money through sponsorship either for the number of churches you visit 
or the miles you travel. All monies raised are divided between the church of your choice 
and the Trust and used to help repair the fabric and keep churches open for visitors and 
congregations alike.  If you are unable to take part in the Ride and Stride please do 
sponsor a participant or offer your help to sign- in visitors to the Priory Church.  There 
are sponsorship forms and a rota form at the back of Church.  

 

Saturday 8th October 2011  

 The Wandering Minstrels perform 

The Magic of Gilbert and Sullivan at the Priory Church, 
Deeping St James 

7:00pm for 7:30pm  Tickets £10  

to include a glass of wine/soft drink 

Available from:    Trevor and Jane Harwood (01778 344075) 

or Johanna Jones (01778 345261) 

 

 Choir Note     

Last year, leading up to Advent and 

Christmas, I issued a plea for singers and 

was delighted with the response. This year 

too we need your voices, so, why not come along to a Friday 

evening rehearsal and find out what you have been missing?  

No previous experience is required and we are a very friendly 

group.  If you are interested, please give me a call on 343860.  

We start the new session on Friday, 2
nd

 September at 6.45pm. 

John Worthington
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Rotas for September 

  Servers Sidespersons Intercessors 

Sun 
4th  

Eleventh Sunday after Trinity (Proper 18) 

10:00 
am 

Simon Marshall 
and John Sellars 

Team B: Joy Cunningham, 
Ann Meekings 

Sonia Marshall 

6:00 
pm 

Geoff Armstrong   

Sun 
11th  

Twelfth Sunday after Trinity (Proper 19) 
8:00 
am 

Geoff Armstrong   

10:00 
am 

Simon Marshall 
and Chris Halley 

Team C: Tim Hitchborn and 
Cled Bennett 

Niccy Fisher 

Sun 
18th  

Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity (Proper 20) 

10:00 
am 

Paul Boswall and 
John Sellars 

Team D: Trevor Harwood and 
Graham Hardy 

Janet Donaldson 

Sun 
25th  

Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity (Proper 22) 

8:00 
am 

Geoff Armstrong   

10:00 
am 

Simon Marshall 
and John Sellars 

Team E: Bill and Margaret 
Flegg and Liz Bridgeman 

John Marsh 

Sun 
2nd 
Oct 

Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity (Proper 23) 
10:00 

am 
Paul Boswall and 
Chris Halley 

Team F: Val Wilde, Doris 
Bellairs and Christine Masters 

Bet Washbrooke 

6:00 
pm 

John Sellars   

 

  Bread 
&Wine 

Coffee Flowers Cleaning Brasses 

Sun 
4th  

Eleventh Sunday after Trinity (Proper 18) 

10:00 
am 

Martin and 
Niccy Fisher 

Pat Feek and 
Doris Warner 

  
Bill and 
Margaret 
Flegg 

Sun 
11th  

Twelfth Sunday after Trinity (Proper 19) 
10:00 

am 
Pat Feek and 
Doris Warner 

Val Wilde and 
Doris Belairs 

Mrs E Day 
Pat Feek and 
Doris Warner 

 

Sun 
18th  

Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity (Proper 20) 

10:00 
am 

Bill and 
Margaret 
Flegg 

Bill and 
Margaret 
Flegg 

Christine 
Masters 
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Sun 
25th  

Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity (Proper 22) 

10:00 
am 

Peter and Val 
Wilde 

Ann Bennett  
& Penny 
Hebblewhite 

Mrs M 
Hamilton 

Bill and 
Margaret Flegg 

Sonia 
Marshall & 
Nancy Titman 

Sun 
2nd 
Oct 

Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity (Proper 23) 

10:00 
am 

Cled and Ann 
Bennett 

Johanna 
Jones 

Harvest 
Festival 

  

 

Readings and Readers for September 

  OT Reading OT Reader NT Reading NT Reader Gospel 

Sun 
4th  

Eleventh Sunday after Trinity (Proper 18) 

 
10:00 

am 
Ezekiel  
33:7-11 

Alastair 
Donaldson 

Romans  
13:8-14 

Jacob 
Boswall 

Matthew 
19:15-20 

Sun 
11th  

Twelfth Sunday after Trinity (Proper 19) 

8:00 
am Genesis 

50:15-21 

 
Romans  
14:1-12 

 
Matthew 
18:21-35 10:00 

am 
Niccy Fisher  

Sun 
18th  

Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity (Proper 20) 

10:00 
am 

Jonah  
3:10-4:11 

Joy 
Cunningham 

Philippians 
1:21-30 

Peter 
Wilde 

Matthew 
20:1-16 

Sun 
25th  

Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity (Proper 22) 
8:00 
am Ezekiel  

18:1-4 

 
Philippians 

2:1-13 

 
Matthew 
21:23-32 10:00 

am 
Roger 

Bridgeman 
John 

Marsh 

Sun 
2nd 
Oct 

Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity (Proper 23) 

10:00 
am 

Deuteronomy 
8:7-18 

Liz 
Bridgeman 

2 Corinthians 
9:6-15 

John 
Marsh 

Luke  
12:16-30 

6:00 
pm 

Deuteronomy 
28:1-14 

 
Luke  

17:11-19 
 Psalm 100 

 

  

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=179451607
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=179451607
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=179451657
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=179451657
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=179451685
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=179451685
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=179451743
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=179451743
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=181128178
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=181128178
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=179451813
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=179451813
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=179451871
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=179451871
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=179451894
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=179451894
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=179451917
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=179451917
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=179452023
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=179452023
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=179452051
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=179452051
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=179452076
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=179452076
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 Bishop’s Blog 

 

What kind of growth? 

Dear friends,  

You may not have heard of Dr Peter Brierley, but you will have had contact with him. 
Peter is a statistician who specialises in crunching the data about church and faith 
activity in the United Kingdom. He produces fascinating information which is used both 
by the Church and also secular bodies to assess what is happening in the sphere of 
religion. He maintains an upbeat and hopeful persona, and is quick to remind us of 
those situations and places where the Church is continuing to have a creative and 
growing impact. However, the all-round picture does not look good for the institutions 
of the Church: ‘Overall the picture is one of decline’, we read after the publication of 
his latest figures and his projections for church life from 2005 to 2015. Should we be 
bothered? Well, if you believe that the institutionalised Church is the be all and end all, 
then there is great cause for concern: less people are going to church services regularly 
year on year, and there is similar, relentless, decline in services like marriage being 
conducted in church. Despite the recent report ‘Faithful Cities’ upbeat assessment of 
the faith communities growing impact on national life, it would seem that the Church 
of England, at least in its traditional role as a national Church with all that means, is on 
the wane. There is a great danger that we will become a Church with all the trappings 
of power…bishops in the House of Lords etc, but with no substantial body of people in 
our pews in whose name this institutionalised Church can speak. The Church of 
England can begin to look like a modern day rendition of the tale of the Emperor’s new 
clothes. Can we take heart? 

In the late 1950s, a priest called Edward Wickham started the Sheffield Industrial 
Mission (he later became my bishop when I was a young priest in Manchester). The 
Mission was designed to address the Church’s mission to the ordinary working man, 
for Ted had done his homework and found that, in fact, the Church of England had 
never adequately captured the hearts and minds of the British working classes. His 
book ‘Church and People in an Industrial City’ gave damning statistics demonstrating 
that the Church was a largely middle-class phenomenon and inferred that it was 
obsessed by privilege and position and failed in its duty to the marginalised and poor. I 
would argue that little has changed since he propounded that view, and a hard look 
around many of our Sunday morning congregations might make us wonder about the 
social balance contained therein. On the one hand, therefore, Dr Brierley is not telling 
us anything new. 
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Recently, I conducted the funeral of a friend of mine who had been killed in a 
motorcycle accident at the age of 38. He had been a professional boxer, a successful 
university student, a member of a motorcycle club, a father, a doorman, and had 
started a health club. His funeral was attended by nearly a thousand people from all 
the walks of his popular life. These were not people you would normally expect to find 
in their parish church on a Sunday morning at the Eucharist! Indeed, it is possible they 
would have had a dim view of religion generally. However, the conversations I had 
with them after the ceremony were packed  full of theology…they talked with me of 
hope in death; the eternal meaning of human life; the sorrow and pain of human 
existence, and much more. All of this was expressed, not in the language of liturgy, but 
in heartfelt and plain manner. The reality is that there may not be a lot of religion out 
there, and certainly little belief in the established Church, but there is an awful lot of 
faith. The question is what does the Church of England do with this knowledge to 
enable it to become, once more, the servant Church of all the people of this land? For 
the ground is fertile and ready. Many of the answers will lie in the priorities that local 
churches establish in their ministry and in greater willingness to be inclusive and to 
follow through with hearts and minds willing to encompass all. However, perhaps a 
real start might be made if our Church calls itself back to our calling in Jesus to be a 
Body which brings ‘good news to the poor’? 

+Tim 

(taken from Bishop Tim’s Blog) 

Post Script 

Ember Days 

You will note from the calendar that Wednesday 28th Friday 30th September and 
Saturday 1st October are Ember Days.  They are days of prayer, fasting and 
ordination, a time to pray for bishops, priests and deacons, and - more recently - all 
Christians in their vocation. Some churches make it a common practice - it used to be 
a universal practice - to ordain persons to the clergy on those days.  

The Ember Days occur on the Wednesday, Friday and Saturday of what I will call the 
"Ember Week." There are four Ember Weeks per year. They are: 

1. The week following the third Sunday in Advent, or the week following the feast 
of St. Lucy (December 13);  

2. The week following the first Sunday in Lent;  
3. The week between Pentecost and Trinity Sunday;  
4. The week following the Feast of the Holy Cross (September 14) 

           - Carl Fortunato      

(extract from: http://www.liturgies.net/Ember/emberarticle.htm) 


