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From the Vicar 
 
 
 
 

Dear all 
 

We are entering into a period of further uncertainty, with COVID 
levels rising again.  New measures are being put in place which, it 
is hoped, will stem the second wave (if the first wave ever went!). 
The exact details of these measures change with confusing 
regularity, and we remain uncertain quite how they will impact 
our church life. 
 

At the moment, we continue much as we are, being very careful 
to observe all possible precautions.  The infamous, and rather 
confusing ‘rule of 6’ does not yet apply to church services.  
However, it does apply to our gathering after the service.  What 
that means is that we cannot gather in a great huddle and chat 
after the service. 
 

The ‘rule of 6’ essentially means that no more than 6 (unless they are of the same 
household/bubble) can meet together socially, and they must observe the physical 
distancing.  This remains as 2m or 1m+ (e.g. with mask).  There can be more than 1 group of 
6 in an area, if that area can cope with the numbers.  Each group of 6 must themselves be 
physically distanced from other groups, and must not interact with other groups.  Clergy are 
partially exempt in that it is part of their job to greet and say farewell, and to chat with 
congregation, but I suspect we are not allowed to move from 6 to 6! 
 

Meanwhile, I believe that the church is called to have a 3-fold role to play – nationally, 
locally, and as individuals.  In no particular order of importance, we are called to be 
prophetic, hopeful, and caring.  Prophetic in that we should be speaking truth to power and 
to ignorance – that we are made in the image of a God who is a God of justice, mercy and 
love, for all of His creation, especially the weak and the marginalised.  Hopeful in that we 
have a message that is Good News for all of humanity – a hope that the valley of the 
shadow is not forever, not all that is and will be.  Caring in that we put our money where 
our mouth is – caring by word, or by deed.  Who knows – it might be catching! 
 

We have a couple of important events coming up at the beginning of October: 
 

Harvest Festival 
 

We will be celebrating our Harvest Festival, in as far as we are able, on Sunday 4th October.  
We will be supporting the Tearfund initiative Bin Twinning, which aims to donate towards 
initiatives in the developing world for rubbish disposal and recycling.  2 billion people round 
the world don't have their rubbish collected.  By donating £45 to twin our bins, we help 
fund community projects that prevent disease, protect the environment and create jobs.  
We hope to twin all 4 of the church bins.  When we twin, we’ll have a certificate to put on 
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our bins – showing a photo of the rubbish collection and recycling enterprise that we have 
twinned with overseas.  Friday Knights are taking part in a sponsored litter-pick round 
Deeping St James during September to help raise money for Bin Twinning.  You can find out 
more information at www.bintwinning.org  You are also welcome to support this for your 
own bin.  Any surplus funds will be given to the Deepings’ Foodbank.  We will not be having 
the same collection of produce as usual.  We will not be collecting fresh produce.  Tins and 
packets can be given for Foodbank, but please no pasta!  They have a pasta mountain at the 
moment!  There will be no auction of produce after the service. 
 

Annual Meeting 
 

Our postponed Annual Church Meeting will now take place on Sunday 11th October, at 
11.00am, immediately after the main service.  The Annual Report will be available soon, 
and I hope to see as many as possible who can make it for the meeting.  As the meeting will 
follow on from the service, we might be able to stream the meeting on Facebook.  
However, we will not be able to provide an interactive link.  We are looking to appoint new 
PCC members, and Deanery Synod members.  Anyone feeling called to this, or who wants 
to know more, please have a word with Mark.  There will need to be an Extraordinary 
Church Meeting before the Annual Parochial Meeting, and Annual Church Meeting to agree 
to extend the Churchwarden’s tenure. 
  
Please note that the ‘Stronger Together’ collection for clothing, blankets etc. for the 
homeless in Peterborough has been suspended due to the virus.  Please do not deliver 
donations to the church until further notice – we have nowhere to take them.  
 
For those who enjoy Nick Fawcett’s work, especially the animal lovers among you, you 
might be interested in a couple of prayers from his The Animal Lover’s Daily Prayer Book. 
 

Speak, Lord, 

speak your word, 

for I’m listening – 

all ears. 

Amen. 
 
 
 

What can I do, Lord? 

Where can I turn? 

Trouble has struck, 

and there’s no one to help. 

You alone are my strength and support. 

Be there to see me through. 

Amen. 
 

Stay safe 
 

Blessings and love 

Revd Mark 

http://www.bintwinning.org/
https://www.kevinmayhew.com/products/daily-animal-prayers-1501130
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In this Month’s Priory News … 
 
 
 
Dear Readers, 

 
After the bumper pack of back numbers of 
‘The Sign‘ with last month’s printed 
magazine, the first thing you will notice is 
how slim we are this month.  (I am, of 
course, still speaking about the magazine, 
not my waistline!)  Unfortunately Covid-19 is 
still very much with us and so there are very 
few events which we can plan for the near 
future and again you will notice the lack of a 
calendar and rotas which would be largely 
meaningless.  Sadly we have had to postpone 
Sonia’s talk which was to have taken place later this month – under the ‘rules’ we simply 
cannot accommodate the numbers in the audience which we had hoped for and which 
Sonia’s extensive preparation would have deserved. 
 
We have certainly welcomed the return to ‘live’ rather than ‘virtual’ services and hearing 
Chris at the organ has helped enormously to give some sense of ‘normality’ in spite of the 
face coverings and social distancing.  However, don’t we all long for a chance to join in 
singing some hymns?  A harvest festival without being able to sing, “We plough the fields” 
just doesn’t seem right somehow, does it?  And what about Christmas . . . ? 
 

John 
 

Margaret’s vegetable curry 
recipe looks good to me.  She 
usually includes “enjoy” at the 
end – how could we not? 

We know that pumpkins have a non-Christian connotation but 
our excuse for the one shown on the cover this month is twofold’: 
it’s the first time Rachel Herron has grown one, and, it’s that time 
of year.  Well done and thank you Rachel (and Chris). 

 

Don't forget to visit our website - you'll find it at: https://www.dsj.org.uk/  
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Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them 
coming. Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be 
accompanied by authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We 
will not publish the names of children pictured unless specifically requested to 
do so by their parents or guardians. 
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860      priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
Please let us have your contributions for the November issue of Priory News 

BEFORE the deadline of Friday 23rd October. Thank you. 

https://www.dsj.org.uk/
mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Reports, News & Dates For Your Diary 
 
 

 Mission Matters 
 

Rev. Sonia’s Lecture 
 
Unfortunately, the Rev. Sonia’s lecture which we advertised in last month’s Priory News, 
due to take place on October 18th, has had to be postponed owing to the continuing Covid 
19 restrictions.  We are very sorry, but to do justice to Sonia and Philip Astle, who takes and 
researches the photographs, both of whom have put in a huge amount of work in 
preparation, we feel that a good audience is vital and this is just not possible at the 
moment. 
 
 
 
 

Raffle 
 
 
We should like to offer you the chance to take part in our 
raffle.  You may remember that last year, at the Children in 
Need event, we raffled a beautiful handmade Advent 
calendar which Caroline Herron had made.  This proved to 
be a very popular raffle, and thanks to Caroline’s generosity 
we are able to offer you the chance this year to win a similar 
calendar.  Obviously we shall not be able to give tickets and 
collect money in the normal way, but we shall devise a 
system and start the raffle in November,  when we shall 
display the calendar in church. 
 
 

 
(To give a better idea of Caroline's beautiful handiwork, there is an enlarged picture, in 
colour, on the back cover of the magazine.) 
 

Victoria 
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Stronger Together - Covid-19 
 
We regret that due to present circumstances we are unable to accept any more clothing, 
blankets etc. for the homeless in Peterborough.  Our thanks to everyone for all your 
generous giving - always. 
 
We all hope this situation  will soon be resolved and will let you know more as things 
improve. 
 

Pat Feek 

 
 
 

 Harvest Flowers  
 
On behalf of Pauline and myself I would like to thank all the ladies who contributed to 
decorating the church for the Harvest service, especially Jan Fisk who did all the organising 
and ringing round for me.  After all this time, it was lovely to see flowers in church again. 
Thank you very much ladies. 
 
Keep safe.  

Christine Masters 

 
 
 

 Services and Church Opening  
 
We are continuing with our 10.00 am Communion Service every Sunday (This will also be 
livestreamed on Facebook).  The church will be open for private prayer from 10.00 am – 
3.00 pm on Wednesday and Saturday. 
 
Please note that we are now required to wear masks – unless you are in the exempt 
categories.  Communion will continue to be given in one kind (bread only) and will be 
prepared and given under strict hygiene conditions. 
 
A shorter All-Age style of Communion will be used on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
month, to reflect something of our earlier pattern of worship.  We hope that children might 
be encouraged to come along particularly on those Sundays.  As  yet there is no 1st Sunday 
9.00 am Communion service, or Thursday morning Communion service. 
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 Monuments in the Priory Church: 
 

(1) James Mann (1794-1850) 
 
On the south aisle is a monument to James Mann who was 
baptised on 1st February, 1794, the son of John and Esther 
Mann ( nee Sanderson).  James had lands in Cranmore and a 
stone built house, barn, outbuildings, garden and orchard in 
Horsegate, as detailed on tithe maps.  He was also a trustee of 
the turnpike road from the Deepings to Morcott.  In 1836 he 
dismissed his housekeeper who had become pregnant and 
subsequently died in childbirth.  James was then accused of 
manslaughter but was acquitted.  After selling his Deeping St 

James properties James moved to Market Deeping residing at Halfleet and afterwards 
Towngate.  He died on 22nd June 1850 and was interred at Deeping St James.  After leaving 
a lifetime interest in his house and contents to his brother Richard, his estate passed to his 
son, John, a schoolmaster at Market Deeping.  John caused the monument to be erected, 
commenting on James’s 'benevolence and kindness to the poor’. 
 

(2) Robert Jenkinson 
 
In the sanctuary of the Priory Church is a monument to Robert Jenkinson who died in 1779.  
Robert was a ‘grazier’, a landowner who rented out lands to others for grazing animals.  He 
also had a farm and cottage of his own and farmed another holding in partnership with 
Seth Smith.  His will suggests he was unmarried and without children as he left legacies to 
his siblings in other parts of Lincolnshire and his own farm and contents to his nephew and 
namesake, another Robert Jenkinson.  The phrasing of Robert’s will indicates a strong faith;  
he commends his soul to ‘the infinite mercy of Almighty God my most gracious Creator’ and 
desires his body to be decently interred at the discretion of his executor. 
 

Revd Sonia 

 

Readers for October 

 Reader 

4th Ann Bennett 
11th Jo Astle 

18th Caroline Herron 

25th Barry Fisher 
Nov 1st Vicky Billyard 
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Intercessors for October 
4th Ted  

11th Bet/Jan 

18th Nick 
25th Jo 

Nov 1st Tony 
 
N.B. Please note that at present most of our usual rotas are irrelevant and therefore do not 
appear 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Cooking with Margaret  
Vegetable Curry  

 
 
Ingredients 
 

2 tbs vegetable oil 
1 onion finely chopped 
1 potato, peeled and diced 
6 oz cauliflower florets 
2 carrots, peeled, sliced 
2 cloves of garlic, peeled & 
crushed  
2 or 3 tbs curry powder 
1 tbs plain flour 
1 tin tomatoes 
1 tin flageolet beans, drained 
½ pint vegetable stock. 

 
Method 
 

heat oil in saucepan and fry vegetables for a few 
minutes 
add garlic and curry powder and fry and cook for 10 
minutes 
add flour and cook for 2 minutes 
stir in the tomatoes, flageolet beans and stock 
cover and simmer for 20 minutes stirring occasionally 
 
serve with rice and poppadoms 
 
Enjoy  
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 Choirs and organists 
 

 
 
Choirs and organists are a dutiful 
bunch.  But there is a subversive 
streak running through them.  At 
the recent funeral of a member 
of a previous choir we were 

treated to the tale of him besting my predecessor through 
somewhat underhand means.  Despite a lifelong love of church 
music Ian was not a fan of the modernist style - some of you may 
sympathise with this.  The choir had spent several weeks learning 
an anthem by Kenneth Leighton, which was challenging both in its difficulty and in its 
dissonance.  But when the day came to perform the anthem, the copies were nowhere to 
be found.  The Choirmaster was incandescent in his befuddlement, but to no avail.  They 
say the copies may still be under a floorboard somewhere in church where Ian had hidden 
them! 
 
It reminded me of another story, this time of the nineteenth century organist composer 
Josef Rheinberger.  One Sunday the congregation at his home church were alarmed to see 
smoke rising from the organ loft.  Fearing fire they rushed to investigate only to find that 

the young Rheinberger had thrust 
into the stove some copies of 
music that did not meet with his 
approval!  Apparently on another 
occasion he stopped in the middle 
of the Salve Regina to admonish 
the Bishop for singing out of tune!  
He lived to tell the tale, which is 
fortunate as he went on to 
bequeath us some very fine music 
of his own. 
 
 

We are fortunate at St. James that we are an obedient group.  Nobody here would indulge 
in such subterfuge and I'm quite sure that the music hidden inside the organ is only there 
for reasons of space! 

Chris 
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 Poetry Corner 

 

 

The following is from the late Betty Matesôs collection of poems, ñStepping Stonesò: 
 
 

Give to me the eyes of love, oh Lord,  

That I may cherish everything I see;  

Give to me the hands of love  

That you may use my feeble efforts fruitfully.  

And give to me the feet of love, oh Lord,  

That I may surely find the narrow way.  

The secret pathway of Thine endless grace  

That leads unto the foothills of Thy day.  

 

Let me concentrate my soul on Thee  

And in it make a silent sanctuary  

Wherein the blessing of Thy love mat stay  

Amid the clamour of the passing day.  

 

Recognise the Lord in everyone you meet,  

The Christ within that Jesus knew;  

The love of God that follows you  

And goes before.   Amen 
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We also include one of Bet Washbrookeôs own poems: 

 

 

 

Silent on the shore 
 

 

I seek a sea change,  

Knowing the waves are restless  

As I am.  
 

Constant battles,  

Like the surge of sea against the land,  

Have eroded me 
 

Spirit of God,  

Teach me the patience  

That comes from  stillness.  

Teach me the value  

Of listening, not babbling.  
 

As the rivulets of water  

Play around my toes 

Teach me the joy  

Of presence in the moment;  

Of the blessings that surround me.  

Release me from all I fear,  

That I may flow freely with the tide:  

Renewed; redeemed; sanctified.  

 
Our thanks to Bet for both of these poems. 
 

*************** 
 
Please send us your poems and any other short musings – perhaps something which has 
been inspired by the forced isolation during the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 

John 
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