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Letter
From the Vicarage
And so here we are yet again at harvest, and as I write we are
about to celebrate our harvest. Indeed, we are already in the thick
of it, with Headstart Nursery having joined Holy Chaos for a
harvest service in church, and Linchfield School having brought
their entire community down to church. You can read some of
their harvest poems elsewhere in the magazine. (see page 17)
It all made me think about how blessed we are to have such a rich harvest in church – a
harvest not just of fruit and vegetables, but of kindness and generosity. For instance, have
you noticed that the floodlights have all been painstakingly scrubbed down and now look
much more presentable? Or that the cakes available after concerts have been truly
wonderful? That people have been visited by other congregation members? Or that the
bins have been both emptied and replaced neatly every week? That someone has
hoovered the vestry floor? All these and much more have been happening quietly,
unobtrusively and perhaps without public recognition. It is a hallmark of a generous
community, and once you start looking for examples there are plenty more to be found.
Sadly, however, our world is more prone to complain about things that haven’t been done
than to give thanks for the things that have been accomplished. We seem to like
complaining! And we do it endlessly to God when we don’t get the things we demand! So
harvest is a good time to stop and reflect: how can we encourage more good things to
happen? How much is there that we take for granted? It is good to have a season of
gratitude: perhaps it will help us feel able to celebrate with joy the lives of those whom we
remember at the end of October and through November. In that way we will focus on the
blessings more than on our loss and perhaps feel more able to thank God for the love from
which even death itself cannot separate us. We are, after all, all part of the same Kingdom
of God, marching into glory.
Rev'd Sue
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In this Month’s Priory News …

Dear All,
Let us hope that the constant stream of articles
and requests for this month’s magazine which
have been dropping into the Priory News inbox is
a sign of things to come! The new ‘academic
year’ is certainly beginning well.
Last month we put in a plea for information
about events planned to take place in the area –
if everybody was to let us know well in advance
we could act as a sort of ‘clearing house’ for
dates and hopefully everyone would then benefit
from fewer clashes.

A Special Celebration
Allsorts: Pet Service
And what do you do?
Church Calendar for October
Church Coffee Group
Church Floodlighting
Cooking with Margaret
Directory
Erin Fisk: My NYMT Experience
Friday Knights
House Group
In This Month’s Priory News
Know your Alphabytes – T
Letter from the Bishop of Grimsby
Letter From the Vicarage
Mission Matters
Music at the Priory
Music for a While
News from the Tower
Organ Recital
Readings and Readers
Registers for August
Reports, News & Dates for your Diary
Rotas for October
Saint of the month: St Frideswide
WAFA in Barbados: Part 2
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Whilst looking for new ideas for Priory News we
have been encouraged to have had contributions
from two of our younger members – one from
Freya last month and one from Erin this month.
We hope that this might be the beginning of a
new trend but, in addition, if you have any
suggestions for the way we might develop Priory
News in the future, please let us know. By the
way, don’t forget to put your clocks back on 29 October, otherwise you might end up cleaning
the church for an hour before the service begins!
John

Margaret has an apple crumble with a difference for It wasn’t possible to show the full floral display in the
us this month so we’ve called it “Special Apple church at Harvest so we’ve limited ourselves to the
Crumble”. – oh, aren’t Bramleys something else!
decorations around the font for the front cover.
Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them coming.
Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be accompanied by
authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We will not publish the
names of children pictured unless specifically requested to do so by their
parents or guardians.
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860

priorynews@dsj.org.uk

Please let us have your contributions for the November issue of Priory News BEFORE
the deadline of Friday October 20th. Thank you.
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Reports, News & Dates For Your Diary
 News from the Tower
We have organised a tower tour Rutland and Leicestershire in
October. Ringing in different towers gives us the opportunity to
experience other weights of bells. We will be ringing at two
churches in the morning followed by lunch before having the final
two rings.
Mike

 Music at the Priory : 8th October
The next concert in our series, “Music at The Priory”, will be held on Sunday, 8th October,
beginning at 3.00 pm. On this occasion we are looking forward to welcoming Christopher
Dexter-Mills who will give a recital of European organ music from seven centuries. The
programme will include works by Buxtehude, Bach, Clérambault and Hindemith.
Christopher is nephew of Juliet Mills and we hope that as many people as possible will
come to enjoy what promises to be a varied and interesting programme. As usual,
refreshments will be served after the concert.
John

 Music for a While
We spent a very enjoyable hour listening to Charles’s selection of music at our last meeting
and we are now planning the next. This will take place, appropriately enough, on St.
Cecilia’s Day, Wednesday, 22nd November starting at 2.00 pm. I am grateful to Ted
Anderson who will present his selection of music – I’m told it will be on the theme of jazz.
So, please join us, but don’t forget to let us know a few days beforehand if you wish to
come so that we don’t run out of cakes!
John

 Mission Matters
Desert Island Discs
Thank you to everyone who supported this event. We raised £189, and when it has been
decided, we shall let you know which charity benefitted on this occasion. We should also
like to thank Pete Sheppard for being a marvellous host and all the castaways for agreeing
to take part. Philip Astle, Liz Noble , Phil Dilks and Hilary Mason chose a very varied
selection of music from the 16 century ‘La Bataille’, to Elgar, Cleo Lane, John Denver,
Handel and a most unexpected rendition of Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto performed on
ocarina and accordion. We hope you all enjoyed the evening and we look forward to seeing
you again we hope on December 2nd when we shall be holding a Christmas version of
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Mission Matters ‘ Music and Poetry Evening. ’ Please put this date in your diary as there
will be a lot to entertain you - an ideal start to the Christmas season.
Indian Flood Relief Collection.
Thanks to all who donated to this appeal. We shall be able to send £88.00.
Victoria

 A Special Celebration
Sadly, we don’t see Alice Wall in church these days but she
celebrated her one hundredth birthday recently and passed on
the following letter to Rev Sonia with a request that we
publish it in Priory News. Our thanks go to Alice’s daughter,
Gill, for the photograph which was taken at Alice’s 100th
birthday party.
“Dear Friends and Family,
I have asked Gill to write this for me as I am not able to
at this moment.
I just want to say a big “thankyou” to everyone for all
their cards, beautiful flowers, presents and best wishes I
received on celebration of my one hundredth birthday and of course including
the card from the Queen!
I am very lucky to have good friends and family and the day was just perfect
… sunshine … lots of good food … beautiful birthday cake … lots of laughter
and … of course … my family and friends!
Wishing you all the best of health and a happy future.
My love and best wishes,
Alice Wall.”

 Church Coffee Group
I always judge the success of events like the coffee morning held on Thursday 14th
September by the level of noise they generate! By this and any other criteria the morning
was a great success with almost fifty people enjoying the convivial atmosphere. Over £200
was raised for a variety of good causes and thanks, as always, go to all who helped in any
way and, of course, to all who attended. Margaret Flegg, in particular, must be thanked for
providing her expected and anticipated home baking!
The next coffee morning, including the ever popular chocolate tombola, is on 30th
November, St Andrew’s day, so no excuses for not getting the date in your diaries NOW!
John Marsh
5

 Organ Recital by Simon Lumby
On 3rd September, we were privileged to hear an excellent organ recital given by Simon
Lumby who is Parish Priest of St. Aiden’s, New Parks, Leicestershire. (We have previously
seen and heard Simon “in action” in the Priory in other musical guises in our series of
“Music at The Priory”) The programme was to have consisted entirely of British Organ
Music, but unfortunately there were problems on the day with the electronics of the organ
which made it necessary for some last-minute changes to the programme. Nevertheless,
Simon was still able to include Alfred Hollins’ ‘Concert Overture in C minor, Henry Smart’s
‘Postlude’, Andrew Fletcher’s ‘Praeludium Integritas’ and part of Basil Harwood’s ‘Sonata
no.1’ from the planned items and we were treated to some very fine and expressive playing
in all of these. The substituted pieces included Mendelssohn’s ‘War March of the Priests’
and a rousing and exciting performance (unrehearsed and from memory) of Henri Mulet’s
‘Carillon Sortie’ ended the recital very effectively.
John
(On a personal note: During the two seasons of ‘Music at The Priory’ we have enjoyed some very fine and
varied performances, but it has been somewhat disappointing that audiences have tended to be rather
small. This is a pity since many of the performers have given of their time and skills without a fee in order
to help us raise money for the church. I know some of us may be thought of as being “music mad” but
really there has been something for everybody throughout the series. Please be encouraged to support us
in the future – you really won’t be disappointed! John.)


A Date you simply won’t want to miss!
Gloria in Excelsis! a concert by Freshe Ayre

A veritable feast of Christmas music from the last 800 years. Played on recorders,
crumhorns, cornemuse, rebec, symphony, psaltery, timbrel, tabor, nakers, keyboard and
pipe organ. Joining us for this occasion will be Sam Graper – soprano and Jeremy Jepson –
counter-tenor.
Sunday 26th Nov. 2017 at 3pm, Priory Church, D.S.J. Tickets: Adult £8, Child £5 (including
light refreshments) available from Philip Astle 01778 346879, Victoria Worthington 01778
343860 or at the door.
All proceeds to the work of Priory Church.

 Church Floodlighting
From time to time we receive requests from church members and others who wish to
sponsor the church floodlights for a special occasion or in remembrance of a family
member or friend. Rev Sonia received one such request this week via a telephone call from
Cologne. We should like to acknowledge the generous donation towards the cost of
lighting from Mrs Eunice Ising and Mr Peter Foxon in memory of Jean Foxon who wish to
sponsor the floodlights on 1st October.
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 A New Venture
Nobody, but nobody gets free publicity in Priory News unless it concerns members of our
congregation and the things they get up to! Such is the announcement that Hilary Mason
(of recent fame as one of the star castaways at Mission Matters’ Desert Island Discs) has
opened a coffee shop with her daughter, Lizzie. “The Well” is on the corner, by the miniroundabout opposite the Antiques Centre and near the library. Do drop in for a tea, coffee,
cake, soup or panini. Oh, and if you ask her nicely, Hilary might tell you what other choices
of music she would take with her to a desert island! (Victoria and I have already been and
can definitely recommend it!)
John

 Pet service report.
(The ‘Allsorts’ Service held on 24
September, was a Pet Service.
Here, Jo and Philip Astle, with
help from a few friends, tell us
about it.)
Sunday morning at 9am saw the
sun shining for the first of the
new Allsorts Services - a Pet
Service. This proved to be very
popular as a goodly number of local people both young and
old, and their dogs, also both young and old, gathered in
the vicarage garden. Rev Sue had chosen 3 very apt songs
for us plus a reading about Noah. This was followed by
short prayers and each pet received a blessing. We then
retired into the Hall for a breakfast of croissants and tea or
coffee or a Bonio, depending on preference. It was a
delightful service much enjoyed by everyone and we are
looking forward to the next time when hopefully a wider
variety of animals and their owners will be inspired to join
us.
Philip and Jo Astle, Buster, Amber and Tony.

 Change of telephone number
Geoff Armstrong has asked us to let you know that he has recently changed his telephone
number. His new number is 07784 654386.
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Rev. Linda is a regular visitor to Braeburn Lodge and on the
second Tuesday of each month she holds a Communion
Service. Some of the Staff attend and Victoria and I go along
to give some support to the hymn singing. It has been a
pleasure to get to know some of the residents and to chat
with them over a cup of tea. For our new series about
people’s jobs Peter Jones, one of the residents, agreed to
share some of his wartime experiences with readers of Priory
News. Consequently, one morning I arrived at Braeburn
Lodge armed with my minidisc recorder. . . .

Remembering the ‘40s
Whilst still at school, at the age of fourteen, Peter
Jones had already decided what he wanted to do.
He attended King’s School in Rochester and later a
boarding school in Bexhill-on-Sea and as he
approached the age of eighteen he was determined
not to go into the army and so went to Biggin Hill
recruiting centre to volunteer himself for the RAF.
(At the age of eighteen, he tells me, the choice was
to be called up to serve in one of the armed forces
or to go to prison. Strangely, he opted to avoid
prison!)
Once he was called up, Peter’s training began in a
‘commandeered’ Cambridge college where he
learnt about navigation, the weather and the basics
of flying and when visiting a nearby airfield he was
told that if he couldn’t take off and land an aircraft properly within seven hours of training,
he would not make it to become aircrew! The seven hour target seemed almost to be an
obsession for Peter but he made a successful landing during his seventh hour! The training
aircraft was a single engined Tiger Moth with a seat each for instructor and trainee but not
even a canopy overhead. Takeoff and landing were both achieved at about 60 mph. The
instructor sat behind and, Peter tells me, you did “exactly what you were told”!
Examinations followed after about four to six weeks and if successful you were told that
you could continue training either as a bomber pilot or a fighter pilot. Later training for
Peter continued in Canada.
After about nine to twelve months at “elementary” level Peter then progressed to the
“senior” level where he made the grade to fly rather than to continue as ground crew. At
the end of the training period he became a Sergeant Pilot and came back to England.
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For five days he was put “on war reserve” and then he was told he would be going to
Tilbury Docks – no reason given! When he arrived he was told he was going on a boat
through the newly-recaptured Suez Canal to Bombay to “fight the war”. By this time Japan
had entered the war and were occupying much of the Far East including India, Malaya and
Singapore.
Following what Peter described as “a nice cruise” on a military troop ship to Bombay, as a
sergeant, one of his first duties was as a bearer at the funeral of an RAF pilot killed whilst
landing a Spitfire. As Peter said, “what a way to start!” He was soon made second pilot in
the crew of Roy Collier, who became a life-long friend. It was at this point that Peter was
introduced to the American Liberator aircraft which was being flown by RAF crews. (The
Liberator was more suited to the long flying distances required in the Far East, and Peter
tells me it was very similar in handling to the Wellington with which he was more familiar.)
So, next came a Liberator training session in Madras followed by a posting to East India to a
newly-built airfield at Salbani, close to Calcutta. Here there were two Liberator Squadrons,
355 and 356 – Peter’s being the latter.
Operations involved flying out from Salbani to Burma, then occupied by the Japanese,
flights of some fourteen to sixteen hours. The object was to disrupt the supply route for
the Japanese occupiers. Another target was Bangkok. Peter tells me that they were happy
to get rid of the payload as they then had to cross the Indian Ocean to return to base and
needed all the fuel they had left!
Peter shared other wartime experiences with me but we include the following as it is one
whose recollection clearly affected him strongly as he related it.
A bombing raid on Bangkok still remains a vivid memory for Peter. He told me that
information had come through from Bletchley Park that the Japanese were using the centre
of the city as an ammunition store, presumably to use civilians as a shield against attack.
Peter was clearly still affected to think about dropping bombs and taking innocent lives – a
dilemma always facing anyone involved in wartime conflict. The situation was such that for
greater accuracy they were instructed to drop their bombs from five hundred feet. This
obviously increased the risk of anti-aircraft fire from the ground and whether from the
bomb blast itself or from gunfire, they “lost one engine” – the near port engine was on fire.
Peter shut off the fuel supply and the fire was extinguished. Nevertheless, the situation was
critical as they needed all the power they had to gain height to escape over the mountains
(11,000 feet high) to reach the Indian Ocean. Fortunately, they made it but further
investigation led to the discovery that the undercarriage was severely damaged and would
necessitate a crash landing. As the rest of the squadron were also returning and needed to
land safely, Peter’s Liberator had to circle the airfield before making its landing, eventually
veering off the runway as it lost speed. Thankfully, all the crew were safe, but clearly this
was a very frightening experience.
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Peter’s story didn’t end here as he later went on to tell me something about his post-war
civilian life, but that will have to wait for another day. Our thanks to Peter for a very
interesting account.

The picture above, which appeared in the October issue of Priory News, was taken in 2016
when Peter and other residents from Braeburn Lodge joined us at our Communion Service at
the Priory. Peter is sitting just in front of Rev Sue..
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 WAFA – Barbados 2017 – (Part 2)
(World Association of Flower Arrangers [or, to be posh] Floral Artists)
(continued from last month)
Continuing our journey around the
Island we came to the highlight of
the day, Hunte’s Garden in the
Parish of St Joseph. This garden
was featured on Gardeners’ World
earlier in the year so I was looking
forward to seeing it and I wasn’t
disappointed. It took the owner
and creator Anthony Hunte two
years to create his wonderful
garden and it is still being added
to. The gardens used to form part
of a sugar plantation. Anthony
purchased 10 acres of the
plantation in 1990 and the gardens are about 2 acres in extent, built in a sink hole. As we
stepped from our vehicle and walked through the rustic gates we knew we were in for a
treat. We were greeted by Anthony, so full of life and wanting to share his garden. As we
set off down the winding steps we knew we were in the tropics! We passed a beautiful
pink pineapple plant and above our heads an
enormous banana plant created a wonderful canopy.
So much to see as we meandered down to the bottom
of the garden where the sight of a magnificent
suspended helicona was mind blowing. Anthony was
on hand to tell us about the various plants and there
was a photograph display board that we could relate
to. Sadly the time came for us to leave, but not before
enjoying a glass of rum punch or homemade lemonade
sitting on the verandah, with classical music wafting
through the trees and the birds singing, all truly
magical. We didn’t want to leave but lunch had been
arranged for us at Sunbury Plantation House and we
were already behind schedule.
Sunbury Plantation House was built around 1660 by
Matthew Chapman, an Irish/English planter who was
one of the first settlers on the Island. He was related to the Earl of Carlisle and through the
connection was granted lands in Barbados. Sunbury Plantation House is over 300 years old,
steeped in history, featuring mahogany antiques, old prints and a unique collection of horse
drawn carriages, but we were only visiting to enjoy lunch in the
(Continued on page 14)
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR OCTOBER 2017
1st

SUNDAY

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 21)
9:00 am
Holy Communion (said)
10:00 am
First Sunday Praise
11:15 am
Service of Holy Baptism: Austen Griffin
6:00 pm
Choir sings Evensong in Barholm

4th

Wednesday

Francis of Assisi, Friar, Deacon, Founder of the Friars Minor, 1226
9:30 am
Holy Chaos Toddler Service
7:30 pm House Group at 45 Crowson Way

5th

Thursday

9:30 am
10:30 am

6th

Friday

William Tyndale, Translator of the Scriptures, Reformation Martyr, 1536
9:30 am
DSJ Community Primary School Harvest Service
5:30 pm
Friday Knights
6:45 pm
Choir practice
7:30 pm
Ringers’ practice

7th

Saturday

3:30 pm

8th

SUNDAY

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 22)
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist with Prayers for Healing
3:00 pm
Organ Recital by Christopher Dexter-Mills

10th

Tuesday

Paulinus,Bishop of York, Missionary, 644
9:00 am
Deanery Clergy Chapter: Ness Group
2:00 pm
Communion Service at Braeburn Lodge

11th

Wednesday

9:30 am
7:30 pm

12th

Thursday

Wilfrid of Ripon, Bishop, Missionary, 709
9:30 am
Holy Communion
10:30 am
Home Communions
7:00 pm
Deanery Synod: St Mary & St Nicholas, Spalding

13th

Friday

Edward the Confessor, King of England, 1066
5:30 pm
Friday Knights
6:45 pm
Choir practice
7:30 pm
Ringers’ practice

15th

SUNDAY

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 23)
10:00 am
Family Communion
6:00 pm
Churches Together Service: Methodist Church

12

Holy Communion
Home Communions

Wedding of Daniel Hagen & Rebecca Stokes

Holy Chaos Toddler Service
House Group at 45 Crowson Way

17th

Tuesday

9:00 am

Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, Martyr, c.107

18th

Wednesday

LUKE THE EVANGELIST
9:30 am
Holy Chaos Toddler Service
7:30 pm
House Group at 45 Crowson Way

19th

Thursday

Henry Martyn, Translator, Missionary in India & Persia, 1812
9:30 am
Holy Communion

20th

Friday

5:30 pm
6:45 pm
7:30 pm

Friday Knights
Choir practice
Ringers’ practice

22nd SUNDAY

NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 24)
9:00 am
Allsorts: What form will it take this month?
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist

25th

Wednesday

9:30 am
7:00 pm
7:30 pm

26th

Thursday

Alfred the Great, King of the West Saxons, Scholar, 899
9:30 am
Holy Communion

27th

Friday

5:30 pm
6:45 pm
7:30 pm

28th

Saturday

SIMON & JUDE, APOSTLES
3:00 pm
Wedding of Neil ? & Tina ?

29th

SUNDAY

LAST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 25)
10:00
Sung Eucharist with Friday Knight’s presentation?
3:00 pm
Remembering Our Loved Ones

Holy Chaos
Communion followed by PCC at Cranmore Farmhouse
House Group at 45 Crowson Way

Friday Knights
Choir practice
Ringers’ practice

November 2017
1st

Wednesday

ALL SAINTS’ DAY
9:30 am
Holy Chaos
7:30 pm
House Group at 45 Crowson Way

2nd

Thursday

COMMEMORATION OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED (All Souls)
9:30am
Holy Communion
10:30 am
Home Communions

3rd

Friday

5:30 pm
6:45 pm
7:30 pm

Friday Knights
Choir practice
Ringers’ practice
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(continued from page 11)
Courtyard Restaurant and it was already after 2pm. After a wonderful three course lunch it was
back on the bus for our last place of interest, Gun Hill Garrison. This was built in 1818 as part of
a chain of signal stations on the island. Only two others still exist, Grenade Hall and Cotton
Tower, all constructed to warn of the approach of enemy ships. The warning message would
then be communicated down to the garrison by semaphore. As Gun Hill had healthy sweeping
winds the signal station was also used as a place for soldiers to convalesce after illness, and they
were evacuated there at the first sign of yellow fever whenever there was an epidemic. The
signal station at Gun Hill was abandoned until 1982 when the Barbados National Trust restored
it. The views from the station overlook rich fertile valleys across to Bridgetown and Carlyle Bay.
As with most tours we could only receive a taste of what Barbados had to offer.
We were due to have a catamaran trip to swim with the turtles, but the island received a 36
hour tropical storm warning. With large sea swells expected, together with extensive rainfall
and flash flooding along with restrictions on the use of small craft it was obvious that we
wouldn’t be snorkelling in turquoise seas with the turtles! I didn’t know whether to be
disappointed or relieved as I’m not very good on boats. However, we gathered in the lobby only
to be told that the catamaran company had cancelled the trip.
After a while the weather didn’t seem too bad so a few of us decided to go to the pool side with
our books. It wasn’t long before I looked up at the sky to see that it had gone very black, then
within minutes the wind and the rain arrived so forcefully that sunbeds and parasols were being
blown into the swimming pool. It was very scary and hotel staff were herding us to shelter. It
lasted for a good 30 minutes but eventually we could emerge, but absolutely drenched. When
the rain eased the poolside was completely in disarray and we retreated to our rooms to dry off.
There were still a few days to go before the opening of the World Flower Show so we booked
ourselves another coach tour. This time to Harrisons Cave, situated in the Parish of St Thomas.
The cave was first mentioned in 1795 but remained undisturbed until Ole Sorenson of Denmark
and Anthony Mason of Barbados rediscovered it in 1970. The cave is now run by the National
Conservation Commission. We boarded a tram for the mile long ride through the cave and at
certain points we were allowed to alight from the tram to get close to the rock formations. One
main area of the cave is a huge cavern termed the Great Hall measuring over 50 feet in height.
There were various other stopping points to see more, including columns formed over
thousands of years. Water erosion through the limestone rock, and the calcium rich water that
runs through the caves, have formed unusual stalactites and stalagmites. The cave is about
700ft above sea level. I don’t profess to know anything about geology but we were told that
although most of the Caribbean Islands are volcanic, Barbados was pushed up by the Caribbean
and Atlantic tectonic plates and is completely porous. There aren’t any lakes or rivers on
Barbados and all the water comes from underground.
(Almost time for the first day of the flower show but to be continued!)
Christine Masters
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 My NYMT Experience - by Erin Fisk
Being in the National Youth Musical Theatre was a big step for me and definitely a big step
for my dream career in the future. The auditions were tough as everyone there could
dance, sing and act amazingly. I certainly had a lot of competition, especially in the re-calls.
When I finally heard the news that I had got in, I didn't seem that excited, because I was
half asleep and mum told me I had been accepted onto the cast list for 'Honk!' when I was
half asleep in bed (when the email came through). The next morning, I had to pinch myself
- I thought it was a dream. I was so excited I couldn't believe I was going to work with
professionals and people who are so talented and have the same interests and aspirations.
Things like this just don't happen to kids my age everyday, so I thank God how lucky I am to
have been invited to join.
Soon the day came when I had to go to Seven Oaks boarding school to rehearse the show in
nine days. The timetable was
hard, we had to wake up at
6am and be in the breakfast
hall by 7am. After that a whole
day of rehearsing finishing by
9pm and lights out in the
boarding house by 9.45pm,
leaving us just 45mins to get
ready to go to bed and have
free time to chat with new
friends from all over the
country. My best friend there
was from Northern Ireland and
now lives in Scotland.
(Erin is the one on the extreme right)

When the rehearsing was all done we were sent a video of the dress rehearsal to watch and
practice to. The next meeting would be the first performance some months later at the
Theatre Royal in Bury St Edmunds in late May. It was very exciting backstage as I shared a
dressing room with others that Dame Judy Dench had used several times - I know so
because it said so on the door. Our final performance was in July at The Rose Theatre in
Kingston, London. It is a beautiful place on the Thames and all of my family and some
friends came to see me.
All in all I had such an exciting experience, making new friends and learning new skills. I
would love to do it all again next year, if it is possible of course. Perhaps I will get the
chance to audition again. Thank you to everyone for their support.
Erin Fisk
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 Friday Nights (Priory Church Youth Group)
We hope that you have had a wonderful summer away from the usual routines of school
etc. Many thanks for helping to make the 'Friday Knights' Youth Group a success by being a
part of the group or donating to the group in recent months. We are delighted to
announce that this year we have so far raised a total of £223.00 for charity. Some of this
was for the cake stall at church for Comic Relief and the other was of course Den Day and
that money is now safely with 'Save the Children' and helping those less fortunate in recent
crisis situations such as the landslide that left so many homeless in Sierra Leone. Further
fundraising ideas include a Talent Show called 'Priory's Got Talent', so watch this space. We
would love you to get involved!
Our special Sunday service contribution will be on Sunday 29th October where FK will be
giving an update on the Medical Centre in N'joro, Kenya, through our usual creative
mediums of storytelling, music and song. We hope you can join us. If you would like
further information on 'Friday Knights' then contact Ted on 07799 667846.
Ted

Cooking with Margaret
Special Apple Crumble
Ingredients

Method

4 oz Butter
6 oz Plain Flour
2 oz Ground Almonds
1 oz Chopped Hazelnuts
1 oz medium Oatmeal
6 oz Demerara Sugar
2 lb Bramley Apples peeled and
cored
a little water
8 oz Strawberries with 2-3 oz
sugar to taste.

To make crumble rub butter into flour until it
resembles fine breadcrumbs
Add ground almonds chopped hazelnuts,
oatmeal and sugar and mix well
Thickly slice the apples and put into a large saucepan
with a little water
Heat gently until the apples begin to soften then
stir in strawberries and sugar to taste
Remove from heat
Spoon the fruit into a large oven proof dish
When cool cover the fruit with the crumble and lightly
press down
Place in a pre-heated oven at 350° F /180° C /Gas 4 and
bake until golden brown about 40 minutes.
Serve with Custard or Cream
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The two Harvest Poems below were written by pupils of Linchfield School:

Give Thanks to God

H
A
R
V
E
S
T

elp,

utumn,
est,

eg,
at,
tarve,

hanks,

The farmers need help to harvest all the crops
The time of year when harvest takes place
After gathering all the crops, the Farmers need a rest
We need veg to grow and stay healthy
We must be grateful for the food we can eat
We need to think about the people who don’t have good
things to eat
We need to thank God for the food he has provided

Thank you

Harvest-time fields
When the crops begin to grow,
Harvest time is here we know,
The leaves turn brown,
The apples fall down,
We all feel lucky for the food we eat,
Since the farmers are in the fields all day long on their feet
The colours we see are orange brown and red,
But harvest is over we’ve all been fed.
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This month Rev Sue tackles perhaps one of the most
difficult concepts of our faith – how can God be both
“One God” and at the same time be “Three-in-One”?

T is for….Trinity
The doctrine of God as the Trinity is one that tends to make people’s eyes glaze over! We
get hung up on mathematics, and how God can be both three and one at the same time.
Endless attempts have been made to describe what is fundamentally indescribable: we talk
about the Trinity as being like water, ice and steam (one substance, three forms of it); a
clover leaf (three parts but only one leaf); or sometimes in terms of human relationships (I
am someone’s daughter, but also a sister and a mother – yet only one person). The whole
Church seems to live as though actually the doctrine of the Trinity is simply an impossible
thing to believe before breakfast, but not as though it actually makes any difference. So if
one can be a Christian without the idea of Trinity impacting on us, then either we have
misunderstood or it simply isn’t true in the first place.
The theologian Richard Rohr has, however, come up with a way of thinking about the
Trinity that is both plausible and relatively simple. In his book “The Divine Dance” he draws
attention to the dynamic relationship between Father, Son and Holy Spirit. God is, he says,
not just three persons participating in an eternal dynamic dance: God is the dance itself.
The creative flow of the universe expresses itself in endless motion, not just motion
between two parties but between three, rather like there is with an atom, with its protons,
neutrons and electrons.
If Rohr is right (and the ancient traditions of the Patriarchs contain similar thinking) then
God is the life force of the entire universe and there is no particle that does not reflect his
character. This effectively puts an end to the old doctrine of original sin and makes the idea
that we are all created in God’s image more believable. To quote Richard Rohr more fully:
The energy in the universe is not in the planets, or in the protons and neutrons, but in the
relationship between them. Not in the particles, but in the space between them. Not in the
cells of organisms but in the way the cells feed and give feedback to one another. Not in
any precise definition of the three persons of the Trinity as much as in the relationship
between the Three! This is where all the power for infinite renewal is at work:
The loving relationship between them.
The infinite love between them.
The dance itself.

Rev Sue

19

Saint of the Month:
Saint Frideswide: 19th October.
If you have been to Oxford (or have a casual acquaintance
through the Inspector Morse programmes) you will have
come across St Frideswide, patroness of both 'town and
gown'. Little is known for certain owing to the ravages of
thirteen centuries since her passing but more recently Professor John Blair has done much
to separate fact from fiction in the surviving accounts of her life which date from the
twelfth century.
St Frideswide (Anglo-Saxon Fritheswith meaning 'strong peace') was born around 650 A.D.
The daughter of a subking of Mercia Duda or Didan of Eynsham and his wife Safrida, she
was brought up on his estate at Didcot. At an early age she decided to live a celibate life
and was given lands to found a religious house. However Aelfgar, a subking of Mercia from
Leicester heard of her wealth and beauty and wanted to abduct her. Frideswide fled to the
forests of Berkshire turning a pigsty into an oratory. When Aelfgar pursued her she flew to
Oxford pursued by the king who then fell off his horse and died. Frideswide remained at
Oxford as abbess making retreats to Binsey north of the city. When her nuns complained of
having to fetch water from the Thames Frideswide prayed and a well with healing
properties sprang up. The well is still to be seen at St Margaret's Church at Binsey.
Frideswide died in 727 A.D. Her foundation continued until 1002 when it was destroyed by
fire in the St Bruce's day massacre. In 1122 it was refounded as a house of Austin canons by
Gwynsmund, chaplain to Henry I. In 1180 Frideswide's relics were transferred to a new
shrine in the presence of Henry II. In 1524 Cardinal Wolsey suppressed the house intending
to use the site for 'Cardinal College' which never took off as he fell out of favour with Henry
VIII. In 1546 part of the site became the new cathedral church of Oxford, the west bays
being used in the construction of Tom Quad. Queen Mary restored the shrine but it was
finally destroyed in 1562 by Calvinist canon James Calfhill who mixed the virgin's bones with
those of a nun who left her order to get married.
Frideswide's feast on 19th October was instituted by Archbishop Chichele in 1434. It was
not carried forward to the Book of Common Prayer but is still kept by the City of Oxford and
the University. Frideswide's emblems are her abbess' staff and a fountain. She is depicted
in windows at Christ Church cathedral by Burne Jones.
Rev Sonia
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Readings and Readers for October
1st Reading

1st Reader

2nd Reading

2nd Reader

Gospel

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 21)
9:00
am

Exodus 17:
1-7

10:00
am

Matthew 21:
23-32

1st

John
Worthington

Philippians 2:
1-13

Roger
Bridgeman

Doris
Bellairs

Matthew 21:
23-32

First Sunday Praise

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 22)
8th

10:00
am

Exodus 20:
1-4,7-9,12-20

Trevor
Harwood

Philippians 3:
4b-14

Barry
Fisher

Matthew 21:
33-end

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 23)
15th

10:00
am

Exodus 32:
1-14

TBA

Philippians 4:
1-9

TBA

Matthew 22:
1-14

NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 24)
10:00
am

22nd

Exodus 33:
12-end

Jane
Thompson

1 Thessalonians 1:
1-10

Charles
Paterson

Matthew 22:
15-22

LAST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 25)
29th

10:00
am

Deuteronomy 34:
1-12

TBA

1 Thessalonians 2:
1-8

TBA

Matthew 22:
34-end

FOURTH SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT
Nov
5th

9:00
am

Micah 3:
5-end

10:00
am

Matthew 24:
1-14

Niccy
Fisher

1 Thessalonians 2:
9-13

Lisa
Goodchild

Caroline
Herron

Matthew 24:
1-14

First Sunday Praise

Servers
1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th
Nov 5th
Sidesmen
1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th
Nov 5th

B
C
D
E
F
A

9:00 am
Geoff
Geoff

10:00 am
Paul
Nick & Chris
John & Simon
Simon & Paul
John & Chris
Nick

3:00 pm
Simon
-

Ann Meekings and Shelagh Fisher
Tim Hitchborn and Cled Bennett
Trevor Harwood and Kim Hallam
Juliet Mills and Margaret Flegg
Val Wilde, Doris Bellairs & Christine Masters
Jane Thompson and Adrian Hallam
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Intercessions
1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th
Nov 5th

9:00 am
Sue/Sonia
Jo Astle
Bet Washbrooke
Niccy Fisher
Tony Masters
Sue/Sonia

10:00 am
TBA
TBA

Bread and Wine
1st
John & Linda Sellars
8th
Carole Mills & Joy Cunningham
15th
Doris Bellairs & Christine Masters
22nd
Christine Payne & Ann Meekings
29th
Dick & Anthea Wray
Nov 5th
John & Victoria Worthington
Flowers

1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th
Nov 5th

Cleaning

Brasses

-

6th

9th – 22nd
23rd – Nov 5th
-

-

Harvest
Harvest
Carole Mills
Eileen Day
Vacant
Vacant

Coffee
Jill Ironside & Johanna Jones
Ann Bennett & Penny Hebblewhite
John & Sue Marsh
Liz Spratley & Linda Sellars
Lin Witherington & Joan Dyke
Jan & Tanwen Fisk

Linda Mann & Joan Dyke
John & Linda Sellars
Dick & Anthea Wray
-

 Registers for August
Funerals:

1st
17th
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We commend to God’s keeping:

Georgina Baskerfield
Magaret Kathleen Mead

Letter from the Bishop
of Grimsby
Dear Friends,
Science – A Challenge to Religious Belief: this is the title of a recent
little booklet written by a former colleague who, while spending most
of his professional life as a research scientist, also found himself being
ordained towards the end of his professional life.
When posed as a question, rather than as a statement (as in the
booklet’s title), it is one that always has me shouting ‘No’ in response.
It was while I was doing my own research on sugar chemistry that I
came to an active Christian faith, and yet in so much popular thinking
today the title is held to be true. In the recent British Social Attitudes
survey it was reported that 71% of people aged between 18 and 24 said they had ‘no
religion’, fuelled I suspect at least in part by that cultural sense that science has triumphed
and that ‘religion’ no longer has a part to play in the modern world.
By contrast, a short book I read over the summer (What We Talk About When We Talk
About God by Rob Bell) used the word ‘open’ to describe the world we live in. A world that
is ‘open’ to far more mystery and depth, beauty and order than science by itself can
describe. As Rob Bell says, ‘Science does an excellent job of telling me why I don’t have a
tail, but it can’t explain why I find that interesting!’
A small group in the diocese is currently exploring the connections between science and
faith, and at their recent day event, which was entitled much more positively ‘The
Fruitfulness of Science and Faith’, it was pointed out that the history of the relationship
between science and faith is complex, and it is one that has been ‘hijacked’ at times for
ends that are nothing to do with faith or science. We looked at terms such as conflict,
independence, dialogue, integration, complexity and prophetic conflict to describe possible
positions that people have held, and all are good, but, in the end, it is that word ‘open’ that
I like. That is, to be able to live in a world ‘open’ to the possibility of something beyond that
which ‘science’ alone can describe. For me, that made sense, when I came to that
conclusion, amongst the sugar solutions in the laboratory, over 35 years ago. It is
something that I am convinced of still today.
With every blessing,
+ David
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