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Letter
From the Curate
Dear Friends,
As Church of England clergy Rev’d Sue and I have the
responsibility of preparing certificates and entries in marriage
registers for those couples we are joining in Holy Matrimony.
In addition, returns of all marriages in the parish must be
forwarded each quarter to the registrar. These are legal
requirements and details must be recorded accurately and in a
particular form.
In recent years the question has been raised as to why the
names of the couple’s fathers have been included on certificates and in registers while no
mention is made of their mothers. The couples themselves have often responded by
having their mothers as witnesses to their marriage (though of course the entries do not
reveal their mothers’ maiden names).
The system we have inherited dates from Victorian times and while moves were made to
change it, they were previously turned down on the basis of cost. Some 84,000 registers
are in use in the United Kingdom and the change would also affect systems used by the
Passport Office and local registration services. A breakthrough has now been suggested by
the Bishop of St Albans. Instead of having register books and marriage certificates prepared
by churches, the couple could instead at the time of their marriage sign a document which
could then be forwarded for the details to be included in one central electronically based
General Register (which would then produce the formal marriage certificate). This change
would hopefully make registration a faster and less expensive process. We watch with
interest to see whether the draft bill will eventually become law.
The proposed inclusion of mothers would no doubt be popular with those researching
family history but more importantly it would reflect moves towards a more equal and just
society. When we look at Jesus’ own genealogy in Matthew’s gospel, even in the
patriarchal society of that day the contribution of certain mothers just had to be recorded.
With every blessing,
Rev’d Sonia
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In this Month’s Priory News …

Dear All,
Did you enjoy the extra hour in bed at the end of
October? On Sunday morning when I arrived at
church I noticed that nobody was armed with a
duster or dust pan and brush so last month’s
reminder obviously had an effect!
With Harvest only just behind us I still can’t help
feeling that it’s too early for the Christmas
catalogues and decorations which seem to
appear earlier and earlier each year. It seems as
though the commercial scene is seriously out to
hijack what to the Christian is a very meaningful
time of year. As a Christian I prefer to think of
the real preparation beginning in December with
Advent. In any case, you will see from the
following pages that there are important things
still to happen even before Advent!
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Unfortunately the webmail address for Priory News stopped working for a time earlier this
month – some of you may have received messages to say emails had been rejected. I
apologise if any items intended for this issue haven’t appeared therefore but if you wish to resend them for later publication priorynews@dsj.org.uk is now working again.
In the meantime, read on and please join in the activities.

John
This month Margaret offers a mouthwatering Potted Our thanks this month to John Marsh for his lovely
Beef recipe. So, it’s off to find the Melba toast!
autumnal picture.
Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them coming.
Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be accompanied by
authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We will not publish the
names of children pictured unless specifically requested to do so by their
parents or guardians.
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860

priorynews@dsj.org.uk

Please let us have your contributions for the December issue of Priory News BEFORE
the deadline of Monday November 20th. Thank you.
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Reports, News & Dates For Your Diary
 News from the Tower
To start with, we apologise if you missed the bells on two Sunday
mornings in October. This was mainly due to ringers being away on
holiday or tied up with other duties. We hope to have sufficient
ringers available for the rest of the year.
On our tower tour on Tuesday 10 October, we visited four towers in Leicestershire and
Rutland. In the morning we went to two six bell towers: St John the Evangelist church in
Corby Glen and St John the Baptist church in Buckminster. We then had an excellent lunch
at The Cross Swords Inn at Skillington. In the afternoon we went to two five bell towers: St
James church in Skillington and St Andrew and St Mary church in Stoke Rochford.
On Friday 20 October, we had an enjoyable social outing with friends and family to the
Raceview Restaurant at the Peterborough Greyhound Stadium.
Mike

 Music at the Priory
There are two further concerts in the series “Music at the Priory” planned for this month.
On Sunday, 5th November, Divers Voyces will present “an afternoon concert featuring
Renaissance fireworks and musical stars, Catherine wheels and Roman candles”. The
concert will be directed by our organist, Jeremy Jepson.
This will be followed by the last concert of this series when, on Sunday, 26th November,
Freshe Ayre will present “A veritable feast of Christmas music from the last 800 years”. This
group are well known to us and can always be relied upon to give us a varied and exciting
programme. The instrumentalists will be joined on this occasion by soloists Sam Graper
and Jeremy Jepson.
Both concerts begin at 3.00 pm and tickets at £8 (children £5) are available beforehand
from Victoria (343860) or at the door. Refreshments, included in the ticket price, will be
available after each concert.
John
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Review of Organ Recital : 8th October
The latest concert in the “Music at the Priory” series, on Sunday 8 October, was a
fascinating organ recital by Christopher Dexter-Mills entitled Seven Centuries of Organ
Music. Indeed Christopher took us from a 14th Century Estampie to pieces from the 20th,
covering composers from France, Italy, Germany and Denmark. His carefully chosen
programme also enabled him to show off many colours of the Priory’s fine three manual
organ, and to show the evolution of organ technique and compositional style over the
seven centuries. Those giants of the organ repertoire Frescobaldi, Buxtehude and Bach
were all represented, but it was particularly intriguing to hear for the first time pieces by
less familiar names from 20th Century Germany. It is a pity that there was not a larger
audience to appreciate Christopher’s fine playing, but those who did attend were also
treated to tea and equally fine cake afterwards, and the opportunity to chat with the
recitalist.
Charles

 Music for a While
Our next listening session will take place on St. Cecilia’s Day, Wednesday, 22nd November
starting at 2.00 pm. Ted Anderson has kindly agreed to present his selection of music which
will be on the theme of jazz. Please do join us, but don’t forget to let us know a few days
beforehand if you wish to come so that we don’t run out of cakes! I promise we’ll have the
stove going if it’s cold!
John

 Children in Need
On November 19th after service I will be Serving Pudsy Biscuits along with Coffee at the
back of Church with donations going to Children in Need.
Margaret
Please note that Mission Matters will be selling the usual Christmas
selection of cards, candles and Advent calendars. Please support this
stall as all the profit made will go the Children in Need Appeal.
Victoria

 Greetings
As we are approaching the end of the year, it is time to send greetings to all my friends at
the Priory Church. May you celebrate the birth of our Lord amongst family and friends and
every good wish for a healthy New Year.
Thanks for your continuing help and friendship.
Jessie Turner
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 Mission Matters
Mission Matters make no apology for mentioning Christmas in November. Start your
Christmas celebrations by buying a ticket to our Music and Poetry Evening on 2nd
December in the church hall. This will be a fun evening with a variety of ‘acts’ from comic
to fairly serious and will begin at 7.00 pm. Tickets are priced at £5 (children free). The price
includes a glass of mulled wine and a mince pie at the interval. Please come and join in the
fun.
Following Friday Knights’ presentation on Sunday, 29th October, Mission Matters have
agreed to continue to support the Njoro Medical Centre in Kenya and will be sending
further funds in due course.
Victoria

 Church Hall Repairs
The funding for the Church Hall Repairs took a further step forward this month when we
received a grant of £5000 from Deeping St James United Charities. This is very much
appreciated and we would like to thank the Trustees of the United Charities for their
assistance.
In addition we have been awarded £2000 in the Tesco Bags of Help Grants Programme.
Thanks to everyone who voted for our project.
Whilst this is good news there is still some way to go before the repairs are fully funded –
we still need to raise about £15000. Further grant applications have been made to various
charities but we cannot guarantee that all the money we require can be raised this way.
These charities receive a great many requests for assistance so that only a small proportion
of requests are successful.
We need to make further efforts to raise some of this money ourselves. If you have any
ideas for fundraising events or if you can help in any way I would be pleased to hear from
you. If we could all do a little bit I am sure that we could soon reach our target. You know
what they say – every little helps. and of course, any individual donations would be very
gratefully received.
Simon
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 WAFA – Barbados 2017 – (Final Part)
(World Association of Flower Arrangers [or, to be posh] Floral Artists)
(continued from last month)
We had a few days to spare before the show so we had a couple of trips into Bridgetown for some
retail therapy. On one occasion, after looking at some market stalls, we stopped at a waterside bar to
sample their Barbadian lemonade which was very refreshing on such a warm day. As we were sitting
on the veranda overlooking the boats bobbing up and down on the water, we saw a turtle come up
for air. It was a wonderful sight, but he was too quick for a photo shoot and he was gone again.
Anyway I got to see a turtle – quite a big one as well.
Some ladies in the group rebooked the catamaran trip and they did see some turtles but they were
only babies (small ones). Apparently it was the wrong time of the year to see fully grown turtles.
After six days in Barbados it was ‘show time’ which was being held at the
Lloyd Erskine Sandiford Centre. We arrived to join the queue to buy our
entrance tickets. It was quite chaotic but we got in eventually (the
Barbadians don’t seem to do anything in a hurry) and we were looking
forward to seeing all the exhibits. Quite a few had entered from the UK and
they had all done very well, particularly the juniors from the East of England
area. We wandered around in little groups gazing in admiration at all the
wonderful flowers and foliage from all the various countries. Although
some flowers had been flown in specially a lot had been ordered in
Barbados. We don’t always agree with the judges’ decisions but someone
said “don’t try to get into the mind of a judge” The runner-up to Best In
Show had used a lot of corrugated cardboard and the question was ‘is that plant material?’ It proved
quite a talking point amongst us. It probably was in its original form, but
anyway the judges liked it. We were there all day, and with a few rests we
were off again to gaze in wonder at our favourite exhibits, quite tiring but
very memorable. The next day we had a presentation to attend by
international demonstrators Marie du Pre from France and Bill Dixon from
the North West Area of England. They were very entertaining and
produced some wonderful arrangements, and before leaving we were able
to view the displays up close. The arrangements done by the previous
presenters were still on show in the hall so it was a chance to admire those
as well. The whole spectacle was truly magnificent and I was pleased I had
the chance to see it all.
On one of our last few remaining days some of us went to the Garrison historic area where a
collection of graceful Georgian structures encircle one of the oldest racetracks in the world. By sheer
coincidence there was an actual race meeting that day that attracted a few keen racegoers. The
museum that is based in the beautiful old military prison appealed to me and Gill so we spent a while
(Continued on page 10)
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER 2017
1st

Wednesday

ALL SAINTS’ DAY
9:30 am
Holy Chaos
7:30 pm
House Group at 45 Crowson Way

2nd

Thursday

Commemoration of the Faithful Departed (All Souls)
9:30am
Holy Communion
10:30 am
Home Communions

3rd

Friday

Richard Hooker, Priest, Anglican Apologist, Teacher, 1600
5:30 pm
Friday Knights
No choir practice today
7:30 pm
Ringers’ practice

5th

SUNDAY

FOURTH SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT (All Saints, transferred from 1st)
9:00 am
Holy Communion (said)
10:00 am
First Sunday Praise
11:15 am
Baptism of Dodge Malone
3:00 pm
Music at the Priory: Divers Voyces Concert

7th

Tuesday

Willibrord of York, Bishop, Apostle of Fresia, 739

8th

Wednesday

Saints and Martyrs of England and Wales
9:30 am
Holy Chaos Toddler Service
7:00 pm
Vicar’s Happy Hour at the vicarage
7:30 pm
House Group at 45 Crowson Way

9th

Thursday

9:30 am

10th

Friday

Leo the Great, Bishop of Rome, 461
5:30 pm
Friday Knights
6:45 pm
Choir practice
7:30 pm
Ringers’ practice

11th

Saturday

Martin, Bishop of Tours, 397

12th

SUNDAY

THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT (Remembrance Sunday)
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist with Prayers for Healing
3:00 pm
Remembrance Service

13th

Monday

Charles Simeon, Evangelical Divine, 1836
12:00 noon
Memorial Service for Bertram & Dorothy Rogers

14th

Tuesday

9:00 am
2:00 pm

Deanery Clergy Chapter: at St Paul’s, Spalding
Communion Service at Braeburn Lodge

15th

Wednesday

9:30 am
7:30 pm

Holy Chaos Toddler Service
House Group at 45 Crowson Way
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Holy Communion

16th

Thursday

Margaret, Queen of Scotland, Reformer of the Church, 1093 &
Edmund Rich, of Abingdon, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1240
9:30 am
Holy Communion

17th

Friday

Hugh, Bishop of Lincoln, 1200
5:30 pm
Friday Knights
6:45 pm
Choir practice
7:30 pm
Ringers’ practice

18th

Saturday

Elizabeth of Hungary, Princess of Thuringia, 1231

19th

SUNDAY

SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT
10:00 am
Family Communion

20th

Monday

Edmund, King of the East Angles, Martyr, 870

22nd Wednesday

Cecilia, Martyr at Rome, c.230
9:30 am
Holy Chaos Toddler Service
7:30 pm
House Group at 45 Crowson Way

23rd

Thursday

Clement, Bishop of Rome, Martyr, 100
9:30 am
Holy Communion

24th

Friday

5:30 pm
6:45 pm
7:30 pm

25th

Saturday

Catherine of Alexandria, Martyr, 4th century

26th

SUNDAY

CHRIST THE KING (Sunday next before Advent)
9:00 am
Allsorts Service
3:00 pm
Music at the Priory: Freshe Ayre Concert
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist

29th

Wednesday

Day of Intercession for the Missionary Work of the Church
9:30 am
Holy Chaos
7:30 pm
House Group at 45 Crowson Way

30th

Thursday

ANDREW THE APOSTLE, PATRON SAINT OF SCOTLAND
9:30 am
Holy Communion

Friday Knights
Choir practice
Ringers’ practice

December 2017
1st

Friday

5:30 pm
6:45 pm
7:30 pm

Friday Knights
Choir practice
Ringers’ practice

3rd

SUNDAY
ADVENT SUNDAY
Normal morning Services with Baptism of Lily Chapman at 11:15 am
6:00 pm
Advent Carol Service
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(Continued from page 7)
in the museum that depicts the island’s colourful history and its African
heritage. As we left we passed the paddocks where horses were being
hosed down and discovered that we would be in time to see the next race.
So we joined some of the locals and leaned against the rails to see the
riders pounding by before wandering back to the hotel as it wasn’t too far
to walk.
Our Barbadian experience was drawing to a close. We had met some lovely
people from different cultures. We had a lot of fun, great friendship and
there were certainly plenty of flowers which is obviously what we flower
arrangers are all about.
The next WAFA 2020 is hosted in India – will we go? Not sure – but we don’t say ‘never’. 2023 is
being held in New Zealand, even further ahead and a long way to travel – but we shall see? We have
the National Show in Blackpool this November - a lot different from Barbados but nevertheless it will
still be fun, friendship and flowers. Thank you for allowing me to share my Barbadian experience with
you.
Christine

Cooking with Margaret
Potted Beef
Ingredients

1 lb Shin of beef
2 Cloves
1 Bay Leaf
salt and pepper
water to cover beef.

(special request)

Method
Place beef into casserole dish with cloves & bay leaf
cover with water & place into a moderate oven 350OF,
Mark 4 on the middle shelf
Cook for 3 hours until tender.
Remove bay leaf and cloves
Drain stock, setting aside
Place meat into blender and blend until smooth
Add stock & blend again (it will take most of stock)
Season with salt and pepper
Turn into a serving dish and smooth with a palette
knive
Cover with a little melted butter & chill
Enjoy with crusty bread or toast
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Gifts of Faith, Hope and Love
The Church of England [plays a vital
role in the life of the nation, proclaiming the
Christian gospel in word and action,
providing services of Christian worship,
ministering to those in need and helping to
maintain our spiritual heritage.
All churches rely entirely upon the
support of generous individuals, and no
matter how large or small, every gift in every
will can make a difference.
A gift in your will could help support
the parish ministry; measured by every ill
person visited, every confirmation course
run, every school assembly taken, every
bereaved family comforted, every baptism
treasured, every sermon preached, every
Eucharist celebrated and every person shown
the love of Christ through care, comfort and
compassion.
Please consider how a gift in your will
could help us keep your local church alive,
and help transform its future. Thank you.
“Yours, Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the
splendour, for everything in heaven and earth is yours.” (1 Chronicles 29: 11)
For further information on how you can make a lasting difference to your church,
please contact Eleanor Stead on the details below:
Email: eleanor.stead@churchofengland.org . Free Information Line: 08445 870875
Church House, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3AZ. www.churchlegacy.org.uk
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 Saints of the Month:
November 16th – St Edmund, King & Martyr;
November 20th – St Edmund of Abingdon.
Once more Priory News gives you two for the price of one! In November: we celebrate two
saints by the name of Edmund so we thought a little clarification might help.
St Edmund King and Martyr (841-869) became king of the East
Angles in 855 A.D. When the Danes invaded and established
winter quarters at Thetford, Edmund led his troops against them.
The East Angles were defeated but Edmund refused to share his
kingdom with heathens. The Danes then tied Edmund to a tree,
shooting him with arrows until he resembled a hedgehog, and
finally beheading him, tossing his head into the forest. His head
was retrieved by his followers who were miraculously guided by a
wolf. His remains were interred at Bury and he was soon revered
as a martyr. An Abbey was founded in 1020 and accounts of his life
and martyrdom followed, the first having been written by Abbo of Fleury (986 A.D.).
Until the growth of the cult of St George in the fourteenth century Edmund was regarded as
the patron saint of England. The Abbey at Bury was a pilgrimage centre and grew rich, the
church being rebuilt and Edmund’s relics being transferred to a new shrine in 1198.
Following the Dissolution the shrine was destroyed but in 1914 the church, dedicated to St
James, became Bury St Edmunds Cathedral with the foundation of the new diocese of St
Edmundsbury and Ipswich. The cathedral was extended with a new east end in the 1960’s
and a new tower (opened in 2005) was built as a millennium project.
St Edmund of Abingdon (1175-1240) Edmund was born in Abingdon the
son of a merchant and educated at the universities of Oxford and Paris.
Ordained priest he taught theology at Oxford and was noted as a holy
man of peace and prayer and visions. At Oxford he saw a vision of
Christ, his companions witnessed the light though not the figure of
Christ which was seen by Edmund alone. In 1122 he became treasurer of
Salisbury cathedral and in 1233 was consecrated Archbishop of
Canterbury.
As archbishop Edmund tried to prevent civil war between Henry III and
his barons but came into conflict with the king defending church rights
and suppressing corrupt practices. He also excommunicated Simon de
Montfort and had disputes with the monastic chapter at Canterbury. In
the end he left England for Rome to put his case before the pope but he died on the
journey being buried at the Cistercian abbey of Pontigny in Burgundy (where Thomas
Becket had sought refuge in exile). Repeated miracles led to his canonisation in 1247
despite the opposition of King Henry III.
Revd Sonia
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Readings and Readers for November
1st Reading

1st Reader

2nd Reading

2nd Reader

Gospel

FOURTH SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT
9:00
am

5th

10:00
am

Micah 3:
5-end

Niccy
Fisher

Matthew 24:
1-14

1 Thessalonians 2:
9-13

Lisa
Goodchild

Caroline
Herron

Matthew 24:
1-14

First Sunday Praise

THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT (Remembrance Sunday)
12th

10:00
am

Wisdom 6:
12-16

Jo
Astle

1 Thessalonians 4:
13-18

Joy
Cunningham

Matthew 25:
14-30

SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT
19th

10:00
am

Zephaniah 1:
7, 12-18

1 Thessalonians 5:
1-11

TBA

TBA

Matthew 25:
1-14

CHRIST THE KING (Sunday next before Advent)
10:00
am

26th

Ezekiel 34:
11-16,20-24

Liz
Bridgeman

Ephesians 1:
15-23

Kate
Drewett

Matthew 25:
31-46

ADVENT SUNDAY
Dec
3rd

9:00
am
10:00
am

Isaiah 64:
1-9
Mark 13:
24-37

Cled
Bennett
Vicky
Billyard

1 Corinthians 1:
3-9

Victoria
Worthington

Mark 13:
24-37

First Sunday Praise

Servers
9:00 am
Geoff
Geoff

5th
12th
19th
26th
Dec 3rd

Sidesmen
5th
12th
19th
26th
Dec 3rd

A
B
C
D
E

10:00 am
Nick
Simon & Paul
Chris & John
Simon & Chris
Paul

3:00 pm
John
-

6:00 pm
-

John

Jane Thompson and Adrian Hallam
Ann Meekings and Shelagh Fisher
Tim Hitchborn and Cled Bennett
Trevor Harwood and Kim Hallam
Juliet Mills and Margaret Flegg
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Intercessions
5th
12th
19th
26th
Dec 3rd

9:00 am
Sue/Sonia
Linda Elliott
Nick Drewett
Bet Washbrooke
Sue/Sonia

10:00 am
TBA
TBA

Bread and Wine
5th
Caroline Herron & Linda Sellars
12th
Pat Feek & Doris Warner
19th
Ann & Cled Bennett
26th
John & Victoria Worthington
Dec 3rd
Doris Bellairs & Christine Masters
Flowers

5th

Vacant

12th

Remembrance Sunday

19th
26th
Dec 3rd

Alice Wall & Sue Marsh
Vacant
Advent

Coffee
Jan & Tanwen Fisk
John & Victoria Worthington
Pat Feek & Doris Warner
Margaret Flegg
Val Wilde & Doris Bellairs

Cleaning

Brasses

6th – 26th

-

9th – 22nd

-

-

12th

27th – Dec 10th
-

3rd

Josie Waghorn &
Joy Cunningham
John & Linda Sellars
Jean Shepherd &
Doris Bellairs
Pat Feek & Chris Payne
Pat Feek & Chris Payne

 Registers for September
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Baptisms:
3rd

We welcome into the Lord’s Family:
Archie Russon-Toyne
Laila Griffin

Weddings:

We congratulate:

Funerals:

We commend to God’s keeping:

Letter from the
Bishop
Dear Friends,
It has been a great encouragement to hear that a large number of
people attended the recent launch of the pilot stage of the
Community of St Hugh. The launch event, which took place in the
magnificent setting of Stow Minster, offered people an opportunity
to hear more about this new community, to share in worship
together, and pledge to take part in this pilot phase and ongoing
shared discussion, prayer and discernment.
The Community of St Hugh is a community called to pray in, with and
for the Diocese of Lincoln. It is a community of prayer called into being by God and is open
to anyone, regardless of their age or experience. It invites people to deepen their sense of
discipleship, their life of prayer and their experience of their faith. As we know, prayer is at
the heart of our being as Christians; it should undergird our whole lives and see us set time
aside to worship God and also find time to be with God and to listen for his voice in the
scriptures and in the needs of others and the world we live in.
In speaking about prayer, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, has said: ‘If we want
to see things changed, it starts with prayer. It starts with a new spirit of prayer, using all the
traditions, ancient and modern. When it comes, it will be linked to what has gone before,
but it will look different – because it is a new renewal for new times. God’s created
community is perfectly designed for its time and place. It almost always comes from below.
It comes from Christians seeking Christ.’
Here in the Diocese of Lincoln we have an opportunity and a responsibility to play our part
in seeking to renew the whole community of greater Lincolnshire, transforming the lives of
all the people God has given us to love and care for. This hope and endeavour will form an
important part of our prayers as the pilot stage progresses, ahead of the planned full launch
of the community at Pentecost next year (20th May 2018).
If you are interested in finding out more about the Community of St Hugh, please see the
information and resources published on the diocesan website, call the diocesan Mission
Team (01522 50 40 50) or send an email to discipleship@lincoln.anglican.org In the
meantime, may we pray for one another and for this exciting new community, and may we
take encouragement from the life and legacy of St Hugh, who we will remember as a
diocese on 17th November.
+ Christopher
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