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From the Curate
Dear Friends,
The falling leaves, the shortening days, all serve to remind us that we
are passing out of the long season of Trinity into the weeks of the
Kingdom season. The fading of both the light and the flowers of the
months now past all seem to heighten our awareness of what we
have lost as we recall all those no longer with us who have passed to
the greater light of heaven. Though absent from our sight our link
with them continues as they now form part of the Church in heaven,
active in prayer on behalf of those who form the Church on earth.
The pain of losing loved ones will still be fresh for those who have been bereaved in recent
months and we encourage them all to come to our service on 30th October and take
comfort in sharing memories. As the years go by time will heal but there is still a place for
us all to remember with thanksgiving those who have been part of our lives in years gone
by, especially relatives, close friends and those who have helped us on our way.
During the months from May to December the display of ceramic Poppies, each one
recalling a life lost in warfare, was installed at Lincoln and I for one who had not been able
to travel to the Tower of London was pleased to see the display at the castle. So many
Lincolnshire men gave their lives in the battle of the Somme and it was good to remember
their sacrifice for the peace and wellbeing of this country.
In the present we recall all those who have died or still suffer through the conflict in Syria
and during the later weeks of October there has been a plate in church in support of the
children who have been orphaned in this war. If you have not yet contributed and would
like to, send your donations to Rev. Sue or Simon our treasurer and we will pass them on.
True peace however is more than the absence of hostilities…it is a life at peace with God
and those around you, a life which seeks in whatever ways it is able to contribute to the
growth of God’s kingdom here on earth as it moves ever closer to God’s throne in heaven.
May God bless you in all your endeavours on his behalf,
Rev’d Sonia
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In this Month’s Priory News …
Dear Friends
Well, I wasn’t
disappointed – in her excellent talk last month,
Revd Sonia explained the derivation not only of
the name, “Spital-in-the-Street”, but of
numerous other place names, both local and
also some from further afield. We have passed
through the said hamlet adjoining Caenby
Corner so many times whilst on our way to visit
Victoria’s mother and now, at long last, I know
it derives from early connections with a
hospital on the street, the latter being, not
surprisingly, Ermine Street. My earlier, rather
less pleasant musings are now firmly laid to
rest!
We have still two more concerts left in our
series, “Music at the Priory”, one this month
and one next month; details of both are to be
found elsewhere in these pages.
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We only had room for one of the multitude of
dahlia photographs sent in by John Marsh –
you will see it on the front cover – but he actually sent me so many that I considered buying
one of the latest state-of-the-art 3D printers and opening a flower stall!
John
Margaret’s recipe this month is a suitably
John Marsh has provided a delightful seasonal
warming dish, just right for those autumnal
photograph of a fabulous dahlia for our cover this month.
evenings.
Please note the early deadline for the December issue
Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them
coming. Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be
accompanied by authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We
will not publish the names of children pictured unless specifically requested
to do so by their parents or guardians.
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860

priorynews@dsj.org.uk

Please let us have your contributions for the December edition of Priory News
BEFORE the earlier deadline of Monday 21st of November Thank you.
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Reports and News
 Mission Matters
Thank you to everyone who came to the Priory on Sunday afternoon to hear the talk given
by the Rev. Sonia on the history of place names. The talk was fascinating and there was
additional interest in the photographic illustrations by Philip Astle, and the folk songs
performed by the trio ‘Foggy, Clegg and Compo’ aka Philip Astle, Philip Spratley and John
Worthington. (the nicknames by courtesy of our Vicar!)
Tea was served afterwards in the church hall and we should like to thank everyone who
very generously donated cakes. There was a fine spread. A total of £235.15 was raised for
Mission Matters.
Victoria

Saint of the Month: All Saints (1st Nov)
& All Souls (2nd Nov)
(We tried to find a picture with as many saints as possible
although we knew we couldn’t possibly match the numbers of
saints spoken of in the Bible!)

A movement to celebrate 'all the Saints' is thought to have begun in the late third or early
fourth century. There were so many martyrs following Diocletian's persecution that a
separate day could not be reserved for each one of them and the idea grew of having a
particular day as a general feast. All Saints day became a reality when on 13th May 609
Pope Boniface IV consecrated the Pantheon at Rome as a church dedicated to the Virgin
and All Saints. The feast provided a Christian alternative to what had previously been a
pagan feast of the spirits of the dead. Pope Boniface also established All Souls on the
following day.
Pope Gregory III (731-741) founded an oratory at St Peter's for the relics of 'all apostles,
Saints, martyrs and confessors at rest' on November Ist formally transferring the feast and
suppressing the previous feast day of 13th May. All Souls was similarly to be held on 2nd
November. The feasts were celebrated in England from the early eighth century and spread
throughout the Carolingian Empire on the continent.
After the Reformation the feasts were retained in England as days which affirmed the bond
between the Church in heaven (the Church Triumphant) and the Church on earth (the
Church Militant) and Christ's victory over death.
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Every country has built up its own traditions regarding All Souls. In France families visit the
graves of family members. The preferred floral tribute is a bunch of chrysanthemums...so if
you are invited to a meal in France it is not a good idea to choose these flowers for your
hostess with all their connotations of the dear departed!
Revd Sonia

 Almost 60 Years
It took a great deal of effort to get our organist and choirmaster to reluctantly change from
my piano lessons to organ as had been agreed. We managed 6 lessons before he appeared
one evening to produce a letter from the P.C.C. They expressed dissatisfaction in the
current state of the mixed choir at St. Giles, Balderton and required more boys and all male
voices. He resigned and the choir disbanded not to recover for some years. I remember
being in the congregation from time to time as I had been recently confirmed but had no
instrument to play or teacher. It was a sad time.
A few months later a school mate asked me to help them at the Catholic church which I did
for a few weeks. Unbeknown to me the Catholic Priest told the vicar of Newark, Rev. J.H.D.
Grinter who had just prepared me for confirmation that they had a young organist which
was me. Apparently J.G. , who was rather concerned with the situation said that he was
not aware that I played. This took place in the summer of 1957.
Shortly afterwards an advertisement appeared in the local 'Advertiser' for an organist at the
neighbouring village of Coddington just three miles away from Balderton. Saying nothing to
a soul I cycled up the hill and presented myself at the vicar's house. The Rev. Michael Usher
viewed me with a certain amount of suspicion. He invited me in but it seemed as though he
was not too happy about the thought of a teenager as his organist. He explained that there
was a strange set up; he himself was vicar of Barnby in the Willows and Priest in Charge of
Coddington and resident there. The Vicar of Newark was technically also vicar of
Coddington. He duly made a telephone call and told me the result. I was to go to Newark
vicarage and see J.G. himself. At the top of Beacon Hill I let go and managed 30 mph by the
Newark boundary as there was no traffic about, J.G. was his usual affable and welcoming
self and it was soon obvious that the post had been earmarked for me anyway. On
returning home I confronted my mother nervously with the news and after a short period
of reservation she gave her consent. I started immediately with two services on Sunday
and choir practices on Thursdays. Other times I went up to practice and teach myself some
of the basics especially pedal technique. A few weeks later J.G. came up to take the service
of Evensong and, I suspect, to see how I was faring.
'There is a salary of £22 per annum,' he declared and insisted that I took it pointing out how
useful it would be for music etc. How right he was. My parents came up in my elder
brother's clapped out old 1933 Hillman for Evensong one Sunday. One miracle was that the
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car managed the hill on the way. I shall never forget the look of joy on my father's face
when he came to speak to me afterwards. Later on he was adamant that I should go to one
of the Royal Colleges of Music in spite of my mother's grave reservations.
There was little traffic on the road in those days the only hazard being the winter snow.
Sometimes I would make a detour to Barnby crossing where my friend Cyril Lynn would be
operating the signal box on the East Coast main line. Chris Haynes, a school friend joined
me and also learned to play which was handy when I was indisposed. It gave me a great
start in my musical career and helped me get my place at Manchester. Alas there was no
grant forthcoming from the county and I took a job on the railway whilst pondering my next
moves.
Philip Spratley

 Focus on…. Fresh Expressions of Church
For some years now the Church has been realising that numbers are dropping nationwide,
and that if Christianity is not to die out altogether or become the preserve of the few (on a
level with hobbies such as golf or bowls) something must be done. A number of books were
written, the most well-known being “Mission-Shaped Church” which urged Christians to see
mission as an integral part of the Church and not as an optional extra to be taken or left at
will. One key question that emerged was whether we as a Church should be looking to
engage with the community beyond the church building, or whether we should be looking
to bring people into the church building from outside. There are problems with both
approaches: quite often, those who want to bring outsiders into the church want to do so
only because they are getting too old to do all the maintenance jobs that a medieval
building requires—rather than because they care deeply about the spiritual welfare of nonchurchgoers. On the other hand, it must be asked what a church would look like if it ceased
to have the ingredients many take for granted as being essential to a faith community?
A number of potential solutions have been found to this problem, and the term “Fresh
Expressions” has evolved in an attempt to define new patterns of worship and Christian
commitment. But what is a “Fresh Expression of Church”?
There seem to be many different examples. One popular Fresh Expression is “Messy
Church”, geared to young families and centring round a shared meal, Bible reading and
associated activities that younger children undertake in response to the bible reading.
Messy Church is not Sunday school, because it aims to include parents as well as children in
exploring together the meaning of the Word and to find a way of worshipping that is
genuinely for all ages.
Other Fresh Expressions include ideas such as community breakfasts, after school clubs, the
Godly Play movement (a largely contemplative approach which encourages children to
ponder questions such as “I wonder what it feels like…..?” “I wonder what Joseph
thought….?” “I wonder what would have happened if……?” “I wonder what Jesus would
do….?”) plus a whole range of adult-geared initiatives including football, reading groups,
dance groups and many more.
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It cannot be denied that for many this represents an accessible way in to religious
awakening, although the problem has yet to be solved as to how far such activities can
legitimately be seen as worship or church in their own right. All too often a community is
offered a particular resource and accepts it, but turns back from any deeper commitment
to growth in faith. It has also been known for desperate churches to become so keen to
swell their numbers that they target all young families as possible candidates for the Fresh
Expression and totally fail to try and engage them in any regular worship at all.
(Continued on page 14)

Our thanks to Revd Sue for this month's
contribution in our series based upon letters of
the alphabet.

I is for…..Ignatius
St Ignatius of Loyola (c. October 23, 1491– July 31, 1556) was born as Iñigo López de
Loyola, a Spanish knight from a local Basque noble family. As a young man he was wounded
in battle and, during his lengthy recovery, found himself with nothing to read but a
devotional book: the De Vita Christi, by Ludolph of Saxony. This work influenced his whole
life. De Vita Christi is the result of forty years of work by Ludolph. It is a commentary on the
life of Jesus Christ, a commentary on the Gospels, borrowing extracts from the works of
over sixty of the Fathers of the Church and particularly quoting St Gregory the Great, St
Basil, St Augustine and the Venerable Bede. Ludolph proposes to the reader that he place
himself at the scene of the Gospel story; that he visualise the crib at the Nativity, etc. A type
of prayer known as Simple Contemplation, it is the basis of the method that St. Ignatius sets
out in the Spiritual Exercises for which he is nowadays famous.
As a result of his reading, Iñigo found himself dreaming less and less of the great romantic
acts of gallantry and daring he might commit as a soldier and knight, and more and more of
what he would venture upon for the Gospel. He became a hermit, priest and theologian,
who founded the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) and in April 1541 became its first Superior
General. It is unclear when he started using Ignatius instead of his baptismal name "Íñigo":
Ignatius did not intend to change his name but rather adopted for France and Italy a name
which he believed was a simple variant of his own, and which was more acceptable among
foreigners.
Today Ignatian prayer is extremely popular, not only among Jesuits but also among ordinary
lay Christians. Ignatian retreats are offered at most retreat houses and can last either 7
days or 30 days, while the individual is guided through various spiritual exercises by a
trained supervisor.
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Ignatian prayer is imaginative, reflective, and personal. St. Ignatius Loyola encouraged
people to develop an intimate relationship with a God who loves them and desires the best
for them. Ignatius Loyola trusted human desires. He believed that our deepest desire is to
return God’s love. He also trusted feelings: he believed that feelings of joy and sorrow,
peace and distress, were important indicators of the path toward fruitful decisions and
deeper union with God. At the heart of Ignatian prayer are the Spiritual Exercises and the
Daily Examen. The latter is not only a way of praying, but can also help with decisionmaking. Here is an example of how it might work:
1.
I quieten myself and slow my breathing. I feel myself soften and melt. I ask God to
make his presence known. I sense his presence around me and linger in it. I rest in this
experience for a moment.
2.
I spend a few moments ingratitude, thanking God for one or two of the blessings, big
and small, that I have received today.
3.
I ask God to reveal some decision I have to make. It could be a small decision with
immediate effects, or it could be a big decision that is more long-term: a career choice,
initiating a significant change in a relationship, making an important commitment. I ask God
to lay out the options before me.
4.
I ask God to show me how the factors related to this decision have affected my life in
the recent past. I ask God to show me if leaning to one direction or another has led to
greater faith, hope and love in my life.
Has one direction led me closer to god? Has one direction seemed to lead me to a peace
that could come only from God?
5.
I ask God to reveal how this decision might affect the people involved. Will it help
them or hurt them? If it will hurt them, is there some higher good that will come from it
that would make it worth the hurt?
6.
I ask God to show me my own emotions regarding this decision, particularly any
emotions I have not yet acknowledged. I ask God to reveal the source of each emotion.
Is it coming from a good spirit or a bad spirit within me? Is this emotion coming from the
part of me that is in sync with God or from the part of me that is running from or opposing
God?
7.
I surrender this whole matter to God, saying, “Thy will be done, O Lord”. I ask God to
give me a sense of peace about the whole thing, right now. I ask him to take me to the
place in my heart that is beyond my emotions so that I may see the situation from a more
objective point of view.
8.
If I feel called to make a decision right now, I place that decision before God and ask
him to make good of it, even if it is a mistake. If I am called to continue discerning for a
while longer, I ask God for the patience to sit and wait for his call.
If it is a big decision, I take note of the direction in which God seems to be leading me at
this moment, and I note whether or not this seems to be the way God has been nudging e
for a while now.
9.
I close this Examen in my usual way, or perhaps by quietly whispering over and over
again, “Thy will be done, Lord…Thy will be done, Lord… Thy will be done, Lord.”
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Of course, not all prayer needs to be in this style: there are as many ways of praying as
there are people on the planet, each individual – but each equally loved by God. (Perhaps
further in this series we will come to “P is for…..Prayer”!
Revd Sue

 The Wanderings of a Church Warden and his wife
It was with a feeling of excitement that we set off near the end of August on our”Grand
Tour” of France, Spain and Portugal with our 28 ft caravan, which would be our home for
the next 8 weeks, to mark our joint retirements. We spent the first weekend seeing family
and friends in Kent before making our way to Dover for the crossing to Dunkerque.
After an overnight stop at a small campsite north of Amiens, we made our way the next day
to Rambouillet near Versailles. We visited the Palace of
Versailles and its extensive grounds
on an extremely hot day, where we
marvelled at the opulence of the
Palace with its grandly furnished
rooms and the famous hall of
mirrors which was home at one
point in its history to at least 4500
people when Louis XIV moved the
Versailles Palace Hall of Mirrors
entire
French
court
and
Kate outside Versailles
administration to the site.
Our next stop was on a site just outside Amboise in the
Loire Valley (the third site we had tried – the other two
turning us away as we had a twin axle van. When we asked
about this we were told that they had had trouble with
Travellers.) The temperatures were still very high but we
enjoyed visiting Amboise, Blois and the beautiful chateaux
of Chenonceau which straddles the river Cher and was the
Rambouillet Campsite
border between free and occupied France during the 2nd
Word War and was used as an escape route by the Resistance.
We journeyed on to a lovely camp site in the midst of a pine forest at St Symphorien 65 km
south of Bordeaux, grateful for the swimming pool and peace the site afforded in such
beautiful surroundings. After 4 nights recharging our batteries and visiting Bordeaux we left
for Burgos in Spain, travelling south on excellent roads with scenic views and no border
check arriving at about 4pm. By this time we had got the setting up of the caravan down to
a fine art, each of us had our own jobs, and were soon enjoying a drink in the sun. This site
was 2 km from the town in an open area alongside the river near a pine wood where many
locals met in the evenings to socialise.
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One activity that was popular was groups of older ladies meeting to play cards round a
picnic table, complete with tablecloth!
We had been told that we must visit the cathedral at Burgos which is absolutely stunning
and we weren’t disappointed.

West front

The Cathedral was an absolutely magnificent sight with its array of
spires which certainly pointed the way up to heaven from all sides. It
was started in 1221 replacing a Romanesque cathedral from 1065
founded by Alfonso IV. It took till 1765 to reach its final completion.
The stonework was breathtaking and the many chapels inside were
decorated in typical Spanish style with much gold and finery. We
particularly marveled at the double height cloisters and five beautiful
stone reredoses on the ambulatory behind the high altar carved in
high relief depicting scenes from the Passion of Christ.

Burgos city is full of fine buildings, tree lined avenues and forms part of
the Camino de Santiago (the pilgrim route to Santiago de Compostella
where St James is buried) the route being identified by brass scallop
shells set into the pavements.
As we explored we were very impressed by
a farmer’s market which contained produce Camino marker Shell
that would not be out of place in a giant’s garden!
After a couple of days we hitched up again to continue our
travels but half a mile from the site disaster struck……..
Farmers Market

(to be continued)
Nick and Kate Drewett

 Church Floodlights
Did you know that occasionally people like to help with the costs of our floodlighting by
making a donation for a special occasion such as a birthday or an anniversary of a wedding
or the loss of a loved one? In return we can print details in Priory News so that others can
remember with them. This month we gratefully acknowledge a donation received from
Peter Foxon for November 26th which was the birthday of his late wife, Jean Foxon.
John
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Cooking with Margaret
Sausage and Pasta Bake
Ingredients

1 medium onion, chopped
1 lb pork sausage meat, chopped
1 x 295g Hearty Condensed
Vegetable Minestrone Soup
5 fl oz milk
6 oz Cheddar cheese, grated
5 oz pasta twists
2 oz fresh white breadcrumbs.

Method
1. Fry the onion and sausage in a non-stick pan for 10
minutes approx.
2. Spoon off fat.
3. Stir in the diluted soup (with milk) and half the
cheese.
4. Simmer gently for 15 minutes.
5. Cook the pasta and drain well.
6. Stir into the sausage mixture.
7. Spoon into a Pyrex dish (2½ pint), and sprinkle with
the breadcrumbs and remaining cheese.
8. Either place under a pre heated grill for 5 minutes or
into a hot oven (gas 6, 200ºC, 400ºF) for 10 minutes
until the top is brown.
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER 2016
1st

Tuesday

ALL SAINTS’ DAY (transferred to October 30th)

2nd

Wednesday

Commemoration of the Faithful Departed (All Souls’ Day)
9:30 am
Holy Chaos Toddler Service

3rd

Thursday

Richard Hooker, Priest, Anglican Apologist, Teacher, 1600
9:30 am
Holy Communion
10:30 am
Home Communions
7:45 pm
Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Hopscotch Pottery

4th

Friday

Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

6th

SUNDAY

THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT
9:00 am
Holy Communion (Order One, said)
10:00 am
Family Service and Baptism of Sebastian Henry James
& Cora Connie Webb
3:00 pm
Freshe Ayre Concert: A Handful of Pleasant Delights

7th

Monday

Willibrord of York, Bishop, Apostle of Frisia, 739

8th

Tuesday

Saints and Martyrs of England and Wales
9.00 am
Clergy Chapter: Spalding

9th

Wednesday

Margery Kempe, Mystic, 1440
9.30am
Holy Chaos toddler service

10th

Thursday

Leo the Great, Bishop of Rome, Teacher, 461
9:30am
Holy Communion

11th

Friday

Martin, Bishop of Tours, 397
Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

12th

Saturday

11:00 am

13th

SUNDAY

SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT (Remembrance Sunday)
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist
3:00 pm
Remembrance Service

15th

Tuesday

2:00 pm

16th

Wednesday

Margaret, Queen of Scotland, Reformer of the Church, 1093
9:30 am
Holy Chaos - toddler service

17th

Thursday

Hugh, Bishop of Lincoln, 1200
9:30 am
Holy Communion

Interment of Ashes: the late Alan Edward Askew

Holy Communion Service at Braeburn Lodge
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7:45 pm

Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Music of the Harp

18th

Friday

Elizabeth of Hungary, Princess of Thuringia, Philanthropist, 1231
Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

19th

Saturday

Hilda, Abbess of Whitby, 680

20th

SUNDAY

CHRIST THE KING (Sunday Next Before Advent)
10:00 am
Family Communion
(No Choral Evensong this month)

22nd Tuesday

Cecilia, Martyr of Rome, c.230

23rd

Wednesday

Clement, Bishop of Rome, Martyr, c.100
9:30 am
Holy Chaos - toddler service
7.00 pm
Confirmation Service at Pinchbeck

24th

Thursday

9:30 am

25th

Friday

Catherine of Alexandria, Martyr, 4th century
Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

27th

SUNDAY

ADVENT SUNDAY
Common Worship Year A begins
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist
4.00pm
Advent Carol Service

29th

Tuesday

Day of Intercession & Thanksgiving for the Missionary Work of the Church
7:30 pm
PCC meeting

30th

Wednesday

ANDREW THE APOSTLE, PATRON SAINT OF SCOTLAND
9:30 am
Holy Chaos - toddler service

Holy Communion

December
1st

Thursday

9:30 am
10:30 am
7:45 pm

2nd

Friday

Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

4th

SUNDAY

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
9:00 am
Holy Communion (Order One, said)
10:00 am
Family Service
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Holy Communion
Home Communions
Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Flower Demonstration

(Focus on Fresh Expressions of Church - Continued from page 7)
The knock-on effect of this is that all younger life blood is drained away from the traditional
church, and there then arises a bitter resentment on the part of traditionalists towards the
Fresh Expression participants. This rapidly becomes acute when finances are poured into
the Fresh Expression to the detriment of an already struggling congregation. There is the
additional problem that it is invariably the regular and committed congregation that pays
the bills of the church—who can often feel that they are being asked to fund their own
demise.
On the other hand, there is much that is good about Fresh Expressions in terms of the
freedom from many frustrating restraints of tradition. There is no precedent that says “The
Church must be like this” if it has never existed in this format before. Fresh Expressions can
also take advantage of not having costly buildings to maintain and of having certain useful
features such as adequate heating, toilet facilities and kitchen areas. Anyone who has
frozen in a large medieval building, desperate for a toilet and unable to sit comfortably on
the totally unaccommodating pews will understand the attraction of purpose-built modern
facilities. It is also true that a Fresh Expression situated in, for example, a school or village
hall can seem less of a daunting prospect for the first-time visitor than the nowadays alien
concept of a traditional church building.
And yet….
Millstones though our buildings undoubtedly are financially, and challenging though they
can be to modernise with toilets and kitchens, is there not something special about going to
a place where prayer has been offered for hundreds of years? Why is it that brides and
grooms, despite the many alternative wedding venues on offer, still want to get married in
church? Why is it that television soaps never depict church as a Fresh Expression but always
want to show the ancient church building, with a robed vicar and a happy congregation? Is
there not a case to be made for offering the world, not a new form of entertainment or
distraction, but something that simply cannot be found elsewhere—a sense of God’s very
presence? Do we not throw the baby out with the bathwater if we assert that the
inconvenience of our buildings rules them out as places where faith is built and nurtured?
How inspiring is the village hall or local school as a place of reverence, set aside for God?
The dilemma that Fresh Expressions poses is that of defining what we mean by “church” in
the first place. In particular, we need to ask whether Fresh Expressions can ever exist as the
One Holy Catholic and Apostolic church that we refer to in our creed. Is there not a danger
that in diluting the essence of that creedal statement we simply produce interest groups for
like-minded people? This is, after all, the problem with “cyber church”: only encountering
those we wish to encounter on-line, we never form deep communities, for real
communities are forged by understanding each other as possibly different, forgiving each
other, loving our enemy and being alongside them in shared problems and joys. It seems to
me that only when a Fresh Expression has that deeper dynamic is it really authentically the
body of Christ. And only when the sacraments are taken seriously is there anything other
than a club for the like-minded.
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Which is not to say that Fresh Expressions cannot or should not aspire to that depth and
quality. Equally, I would not want to pretend that traditional church has nothing to learn
about reaching those same high standards of fellowship and discipleship. Each type of
church is capable of failing dismally and each is capable of rejecting the other. But in point
of fact, each needs the other: Fresh Expressions need the sacramental basis that feeds
traditional church, and traditional church needs to come alive to the questions and
enthusiasm of Fresh Expressions. The sense of awe and wonder at the greatness of God
needs to be mingled with the sense of close personal relationship encouraged in less formal
settings. It should not be a case of there being two sides, vying for supremacy and
demanding sacrifices of each other, but of there being a multiplicity of different ways in
which faith is discovered, nurtured and shared across generations, cultures and
denominations.
It is my firm belief that when we have the balance right we shall not need to be anxious
about dwindling numbers, superficiality, difficult buildings, imagined threats from factions
competing against each other or any other distraction from our faith. Then we shall
understand better the simple truth of a modern day hymn:
Brother, sister, let me serve you,
Let me be as Christ to you:
Pray that I may have the grace to
Let you be my servant too.
I will hold the Christ-light for you
In the night-time of your fear:
I will hold my hand out to you,
Speak the truth you long to hear.
Rev Sue

A Litany of Peace
Let us pray for all who suffer as a result of conflict,
and ask that God may give us peace:
for the service men and women who have died in the violence of war,
each one remembered by and known to God;
May God give peace
God give peace
for those who love them in death as in life,
offering the distress of our grief and the sadness of our loss;
May God give peace
God give peace
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for all members of the armed forces who are in danger this day,
remembering family, friends and all who pray for their safe return;
May God give peace
God give peace
for civilian women, children and men whose lives are disfigured by war or terror,
calling to mind in penitence the anger and hatreds of humanity;
May God give peace
God give peace
for peace-makers and peace-keepers,
who seek to keep this world secure and free;
May God give peace
God give peace
for all who bear the burden and privilege of leadership,
political, military and religious;
asking for gifts of wisdom and resolve in the search for
reconciliation and peace.
May God give peace
God give peace
O God of truth and justice,
we hold before you those whose memory we cherish,
and those whose names we will never know.
Help us to lift our eyes above the torment of this broken world,
and grant us the grace to pray for those who wish us harm.
As we honour the past, may we put our faith in your future;
for you are the source of life and hope,
now and for ever.
Amen.
They shall grow not old
As we that are left grow old.
Age shall not weary them
Nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.
We will remember them.
(Laurence Binyan. 1869-1943)
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"I Have a Rendezvous with Death"
I HAVE a rendezvous with Death
At some disputed barricade,
When Spring comes back with rustling shade
And apple-blossoms fill the air—
I have a rendezvous with Death
When Spring brings back blue days and fair.
It may be he shall take my hand
And lead me into his dark land
And close my eyes and quench my breath—
It may be I shall pass him still.
I have a rendezvous with Death
On some scarred slope of battered hill,
When Spring comes round again this year
And the first meadow-flowers appear.
God knows 'twere better to be deep
Pillowed in silk and scented down,
Where love throbs out in blissful sleep,
Pulse nigh to pulse, and breath to breath,
Where hushed awakenings are dear...
But I've a rendezvous with Death
At midnight in some flaming town,
When Spring trips north again this year,
And I to my pledged word am true,
I shall not fail that rendezvous.
(Alan Seeger. 1888–1916)

 Bell Ringers Tower Tour.
On the 15th October we had our autumn tower tour, ringing at
churches in Northamptonshire and Rutland. In the morning we
visited the churches of All Saints and St James at King’s Cliffe and All
Hallows at Weldon. We then had a very enjoyable lunch at the
Exeter Arms in Barrowden. After lunch we went to St John the
Baptist church at Harringworth and then on to St Mary Virgin at
Seaton.
Fortunately the weather was fine on the day and the villages and surroundings were all in a
pleasant country setting. All who came said that they had had a very good day out.
Hilary
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Readings and Readers for November
1st Reading

1st Reader

2nd Reading

2nd Reader

Gospel

THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT
6th

9:00
am

Job 19:
23-27a

Doris
Bellairs

2 Thessalonians 2:
1-5, 13-end

Simon
Marshall

Luke 20:
27-38

THE SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT
13th

10:00
am

Malachi 4:
1-2a

2 Thessalonians 3
:
6-13

Adrian
Hallam

Tony
Masters

Luke 21:
5-19

CHRIST THE KING (The Sunday Next Before Advent)
20th

10:00
am

Jeremiah 23:
1-6

T.B.A.

Colossians 1:
11-20

T.B.A.

Luke 23:
33-43

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT (CW Year A begins)
27th

10:00
am

Dec
4th

Isaiah 2:
1-5

Roger
Bridgeman

Romans 13:
11-end

Victoria
Worthington

Matthew 8:
5-11

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
9:00
am

Isaiah 11:
1-10

Caroline
Herron

Romans 15:
4-13

Niccy
Fisher

Matthew 3:
1-12

Rotas for November
Servers
6th
13th
20th
27th
Dec 4th
Sidesmen
6th
13th
20th
27th
Dec 4th

20

9:00 am
Geoff
Geoff

C
D
E
F
A

10:00 am
Nick
Simon & Paul
John & Simon
Chris & Paul
Paul

3:00 pm
Nick
-

Tim Hitchborn and Cled Bennett
Trevor Harwood and Kim Hallam
Juliet Mills, Margaret Flegg & Liz Bridgeman
Val Wilde, Doris Bellairs & Christine Masters
Jane Thompson and Adrian Hallam

4.00 pm
John
-

Intercessions
6th
13th
20th
27th
Dec 4th

9:00 am
Sue/Sonia
Sue/Sonia

10:00 am
TBA
Niccy Fisher
Tony Masters
Nick Drewett
TBA

Bread and Wine
6th
John & Linda Sellars
(9.00am)
13th
Pat Feek & Doris Warner
20th
Dick & Anthea Wray
27th
Christine Payne & Ann Meekings
Dec 4th
Ann & Cled Bennett
(9.00 am)
Flowers

6th
13th
20th
27th
Dec 4th

Vacant
Remembrance
Mrs A Wall &
Sue Marsh
Advent
Advent

Coffee
Jan & Tanwen Fisk
John & Victoria Worthington
Val Wilde & Doris Bellairs
John & Sue Marsh
Jill Ironside & Johanna Jones

Cleaning

Brasses

7th - 20th

-

21st – Dec 4th

13th

-

4th

Catharine Boswall
Jean Shepherd &
Doris Bellairs
Pat Feek & Doris Warner
Marion Stevens & Janet Lill

Registers for September
Baptism:
4th

We welcome into the Lord’s family:
Liam Joshua Henderson

Weddings:
9th
24th

We congratulate:
David John Howe and Holly Alexandria Asplin
David William Scott and Emma Jane Coles

Funerals:
29th

We commend to God’s keeping:
Norman Frederick Fisher

21

 What’s In A Name ?
On Sunday 16th October we were treated to a very interesting talk given by the Reverend
Sonia Marshall on the mysterious origins of some of Lincolnshire’s distinctive place names.
Reverend Sonia’s in-depth study and knowledge on the subject was supported by a powerpoint presentation by Philip Astle who also organised the music. He also played the violin
and guitar for the varied folk songs
Philip Spratley kindly loaned the screen and projector, was one of the singers, and also
accompanied John Worthington on the piano. This worthy trio were likened to certain
characters from the T.V. programme ‘Last of the Summer Wine’- namely Foggy, Compo and
Clegg, but we have no idea who Nora Batty might be!
The talk was very well attended and we were welcomed into the church to the strains of
‘Lincolnshire Posy’ – a folk song suite by Percy Granger. Reverend Sonia opened the
proceedings with an introduction on ‘People and Settlements’ giving examples of place
name origins. One such place was Cowbit (pronounced Cubbit) meaning a bit of land that
did not flood and provided safe grazing for cows. The other was “Spital in the Street” which
was previously a Fourteenth Century hospital on the street/road. This part of the talk was
followed by the folk song ‘Stamford Bullards’ ably sung by our trio, thus creating a pattern
of talk and folk songs
The talk continued with ‘Features of the Land’ and ‘The Natural World’ followed by the folk
song ‘Six Dukes Went A Fishing’. After discussions on ‘Agriculture and Fields’ and ‘The
Drainage of the Fens’ we heard the folk song ‘Horncastle Fair’. ‘County Divisions’ and ‘Place
Names and Religion’ came next, we were then entertained by ‘Horkstow Grange’.
We then heard about ‘Roads and Communications’ and ‘Trades and Occupations’ with a
musical interlude being the folk song ‘Brigg Fair’. The talk finished with ‘People Then and
Now’ and ‘Unusual Names’. The entertainment then concluded with a rendition of that well
known favourite ‘The Lincolnshire Poacher’ in which we the audience were invited to join in
singing the last line of each verse in a rumbustious manner to suit the mood:- ‘Oh, ‘tis my
delight on a shiny night in the season of the year.’
To conclude this most enjoyable afternoon, we were invited to tea and cakes to be had in
the Church Hall. This was beautifully presented with tables laid out with dainty flower
arrangements, bright tablecloths, assorted delicious home-made cakes and pretty china
cups and saucers. The endless cups of refreshing tea were served by Victoria Worthington
and her team, so thank you to you all. Finally, a big thank you to Reverend Sonia; for her
most entertaining and informative talk, and to “Foggy, Compo and Clegg”, for their musical
collaboration.
Proceeds from the afternoon will support the work of Mission Matters which raises money
for good causes.
Lin Witherington
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Letter from the Bishop of
Grantham
Dear Friends,
On the 8th of this month, the people of the United States of
America will go to the polls to elect their President. The
campaign thus far seems to have been hard fought. The
commentary that I have read suggests that both main party
candidates stir strong emotions and opinions. I am not going to
venture to predict the outcome, nor to share my own thoughts
about which candidate I would be more likely to back, were I eligible to vote.
I am, however, going to invite the people of greater Lincolnshire to pray for the people of
the United States: for the guidance of the Holy Spirit in the decisions that they have to take
and for the wisdom of the Holy Spirit for whoever may be elected at the end of the
campaign.
As I am growing to know and to love the communities of the Diocese of Lincoln through my
privileged role as Bishop of Grantham, I think I am recognizing a pretty widespread pride in
local identity. I have talked to many people who have lived all their lives on one street in
one village, and who are delighted to have done so. Local matters in Lincolnshire.
But local doesn’t mean ‘parochial’, I don’t think, and I have had many conversations with
people who balance being fiercely proud of their own community with a genuine interest in
the affairs of the wider world: compassion for the Syrian people, for instance, or clear views
about the international economics of farming, fishing or manufacturing.
It is quite possible to learn from each other, to grow to value each other more deeply, and
to be concerned for each other, without necessarily ever wishing to travel too far from
one’s home or place of birth.
There are many examples in Jesus’ teaching and ministry of the ways in which he sought to
help people to grow in love and to recognize the things that they share with each other.
Many of the challenges that he issues invite self-reflection and repentance – key stepping
stones on the road of love. And in St John’s Gospel, Jesus describes himself as a vine with
many branches, with the Father as the gardener.
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The vine of God extends across time and across place, drawing us into relationship with our
Creator and our Saviour, and with each other. As members of the vine we can be pruned
and we have the capacity to bear fruit.
This month, whatever our personal circumstances, whether we have always lived in one
place or have travelled widely, may we try to find time to reflect on the fact that through
faith all can be members of the vine of God, and can be both sustained by our membership,
and changed by it. Moreover, may we be generous in our praying, for surely someone will
be generous in their praying for us, someone whom they have never knowingly met, but
whom they know to be part of the Lord’s vine.
May God bless you,

+ Nicholas

 And finally, a picture and some news about Junior Church …
A note from Ted Fisk:
“Erin took a photo of her seeds collected last
Sunday [Oct 16th.] as part of Children's Church
activities and has enhanced the pic with use of
photo editing software. It came out rather well, so
we thought you might like [to see] it.”
Lisa fills in the background:
“We were inspired by Luke 17 5-10; Jesus uses the
image of a tiny mustard seed to illustrate that even
a small amount of faith has the potential to achieve great things. As it was a beautiful
autumnal morning, we took a walk around the church hall gardens to see what seeds we
could discover and enjoyed considering the bigger impact that little things, such as seeds,
can have.”
She goes on to say:
“Also in Children's Church this month, we have focused on prayer and created prayer paper
airplanes to help fly our prayers to God. We learnt the meaning of the word 'parable', a
story that helps us understand more about God and his values. We enjoyed the children's
hymn "prayer is like a telephone" which is available on youtube. On Sunday 20th
November we will be supporting the mission committee with their Children In Need cake
stall and would be grateful for donations and sales from everyone!”
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