From the Curate
Dear Friends,
‘How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring
good news’ (Romans 10:15)
St Paul’s abbreviated quotation of Isaiah 52:7 was intended to
bring out the importance of preaching – the opportunity a person
called by God has to make a difference in the lives of their
listeners.
The far reaching changes in today’s world has meant that the Good News of Jesus has to be
put over in many ways, the visual or acted out (a way used by the prophet Jeremiah) being
adopted more frequently …but the sermon or address still has an important place in
Christian worship. A good sermon has many features: it can explain scripture, interpreting
the Bible with regard to what is happening in the world today…it can show that faith is both
logical and defensible…it can proclaim the mighty acts of God and the beliefs that Christians
hold…it can encourage people to reflect on what they are hearing and take action.
There has been a tradition of good preaching at the Priory Church. Lady Margaret Beaufort
chose our church as one of the venues for the preachership she founded at Cambridge
University. While the Puritan lecturer appointed in the Common wealth period may not
have been so popular, Revd. John Mossop was well liked for his preaching style and a voice
which carried well (in the days before microphones the church was nicknamed ‘kill parson’).
In November we are delighted to welcome two guest preachers: on 22nd the precentor of
Leicester Cathedral, Johannes Avens, and on 29th (Advent Sunday) the Archdeacon of
Boston, Justine Allain Chapman. We pray that both these occasions may be opportunities
for refreshment and renewal.
With every blessing,
Revd Sonia Marshall
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In this Month’s Priory News …
Dear All,
My goodness, isn’t
it dark early these
days? By the time you read this, of course, the
clocks will have gone back so that theoretically it
should be a little lighter in the mornings
although, sadly, not in the evenings. I note with
a certain amount of disappointment that the
Government doesn’t seem to share my
enthusiasm for keeping BST throughout the
winter and making it GMT+2 in the summer.
(Rumour has it that that’s what happened during
WW2.)
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Still, as the central heating goes back on (do you
know, people were actually complaining about
the warmth of the church recently! - you can’t
please some, can you?!) there is plenty about to
happen between now and Christmas. Philip, our organist, is giving a piano recital on St.
Cecilia’s Day, November 22nd. and there will be our annual Advent Carol Service on the
29th. Then, a little further ahead, on December 6th, Freshe Ayre will give a seasonal
concert as advertised later. In this instance, however, music doesn’t say it all, as you can
see from the fund-raising activities which have gone on recently, and there are new
initiatives from Mission Matters who seem to have knitted themselves out, so to speak.
So, welcome to November...... now read on.
John
I’ve had personal experience of Margaret’s recipe This month’s cover picture is another one of Chris’s
photos - this one was actually taken in October 2011.
even before we went to press - it’s a winner!
Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them
coming. Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be
accompanied by authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We
will not publish the names of children pictured unless specifically requested
to do so by their parents or guardians.
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860

priorynews@dsj.org.uk

Please let us have your contributions for the December edition of Priory News
BEFORE the deadline of Friday 20th. November. Thank you.
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Reports and News
 News from the Tower
In September we held a workshop at Glinton to concentrate on
Doubles methods with fourteen ringers taking part. After the ringing
we retired to the Blue Bell Inn at Helpston to partake in an enjoyable
lunch.
We have had visiting bands from Silsoe and Wellingore on their tower
tours of the area. From their comments, it appears that they enjoyed
the experience of ringing our bells.
Then in early October we had a four tower tour when we visited Colsterworth, Irnham,
Langtoft and Thurlby. After the first two towers we had a very well deserved lunch at the
Sugar Mill in Bourne.
Mike Gentle

 Church Ladies’ Fellowship
On Saturday 17th October the Church Ladies Fellowship held a Bric-a-Brac and coffee
morning. The event was well supported and raised £148.89 for funds The committee
would like to thank those who helped man the stalls, served coffee, washed the new mugs
and manned the door, and not forgetting those who attended the event.
Margaret Flegg

 Harvest Lunch & Auction of Produce
On Sunday 4th October following the Family Service and Baptisms in Church, 49 adults and
2 children enjoyed a lunch of Steak Pie with assorted vegetables followed by a choice of
delicious puddings, all cooked by Margaret Flegg, and served by social committee
members and helpers in the Priory Church Hall. Following the lunch, produce that had
been used to decorate the Church was auctioned. This raised £208.34 which was then
donated towards the cost of transporting local donations of goods to Calais. Margaret also
donated £150.00 towards the Hall Kitchen Fund.
The committee would like to thank all those who attended and participated in the lively
auction conducted by Trevor Harwood and his team of helpers, and especially to those
who helped in the kitchen washing up. Thank you all.
Bill Flegg
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Children's Church

We are looking forward to the exciting events we have planned in November and
December for the children and congregation and as usual will be really grateful for
everyone's support.
On Sunday 15 November there will be a Children In Need Coffee Morning in the Hall
directly after the morning service. Please bake lots of lovely cakes and biscuits for the
cake stall and then come along and buy them all back! As well as supporting Children In
Need, we are also fundraising for an adapted bike for a very special little girl in the
Reception class at Deeping St James Community Primary School. The Mission Committee
will be selling advent calendars, candles and other Christmas items too; it should be a
lovely morning and we hope to see you there.
On Sunday 29 November we will hold a Messy Advent session for children in the Hall from
10am. If you can help in the activities please see me or Revd Sue.
Sunday 13 December sees the Children's Christmas Party running 10.00 to 12.00 followed
by the Christingle at 3pm. I will put a request sheet at the back of Church in November for
party food and thank you in advance for all the support you give us to provide a top notch
spread for the children. We are seeking a new co-ordinator(s) to help organise the
practicalities of the Christingle, please let Revd Sue know if you can help or know of
someone who might. I can provide all the resources and contacts that I have from
previous years, which will make this job really straightforward for the person taking it on
(honest!)
Lisa

 Knit and Natter
As you will have read in the September edition of Priory News, the
Knit and Natter group are broadening their horizons and are
including crafts of any kind in their meetings. This is particularly
important this month as we are shall be making Christmas items
to sell at the ‘Children in Need’ event after church on the 15th
November. If you make things at home and think that they would be suitable to sell on a
Christmas stall we should be more than happy to accept donations.
The next meeting of the group will be on Wednesday 18th November.
Victoria

 Harvest Flowers
Once again all who helped decorate the church for harvest did a wonderful job and the
church looked very festive. The weather has been glorious and the foliage was especially
good for us. Thank you once again. Next up it’s Christmas, but let’s enjoy Autumn in all its
glory. Thank you very much.
Pauline Brooksbank
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 Mission Matters
The Greenwood Quire comes to the Priory…….If you had visited the church last Sunday
afternoon you would have been transported back in time to the 19th century. A group of
singers and instrumentalists gave a very varied programme of music from, and readings
about, that period. There were even extracts from a “churchwarden’s” accounts detailing
monies spent on bassoon repairs , strings for a bassoon (he must have been a very gullible
warden!) and even a new bassoon…. equivalent I suppose to the ‘organ fund ‘today. They
sang hymns, and a ‘Howling’ song, customarily sung around Twelfth Night, all sung and
played with gusto, and not particularly polished. This represented perfectly the sound of
West Gallery Music which may have been polished in execution at times, but which
sometimes sounded ‘distinctly rustic’

Our thanks must go to the group for a thoroughly enjoyable concert, and then for joining
the audience in the hall for tea. They were a very friendly group and we should like to see
them again at The Priory. We are very grateful to them as we raised £370.00 as a result of
the concert.
Victoria
(Our thanks to John Marsh for the photograph taken at the concert.)
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 Philip Spratley Piano Recital
St. Cecilia’s Day seems a very appropriate day for Philip to choose for his recital which he is
to give in church on Sunday, November 22nd. St. Cecilia is generally accepted as the
Patron Saint of Music and several composers, including Purcell, Handel and Finzi have
written music in celebration of the day. Maybe Philip will have something similar in mind
for this year? We shall have to wait and see......

 Fundraising for Priory Church Hall
Carole’s Afternoon Tea was held at her home and thirty ladies enjoyed tea. The money
raised from this event was all donated to the Kitchen Units Fund. Below is an update of all
the people and organisations that have very kindly donated to this fundraising for which
we would like to thank them. This is ongoing. When the roofing and damp situation is
rectified then wheels can be set in motion for a new kitchen.
Fundraising for the Priory Church Hall Kitchen Units.
2012
2013

2014
2015

Church Ladies Fellowship and Coffee Group
Priory Church Coffee Group
Priory Church Ladies’ Fellowship
Carole’s Fund-raising Afternoon Tea
Deepings Lunchtime W.I.
Harvest Lunch
Donation
Pancake Party
Church Ladies’ Fellowship
Priory Church Coffee Group
Donation from Nancy’s Book
Deepings Flower Club Donation
Priory Church Coffee Group
Church Ladies’ Fellowship
Deepings Friends
Deepings Lunchtime W.I.
Carole’s Fund-raising Afternoon Tea
Total at Present
Donation

£ 500.00
£ 200.00
£ 200.00
£ 185.00
£ 249.50
£ 174.00
£ 10.00
£ 58.00
£ 250.00
£ 100.00
£ 750.00
£ 100.00
£ 200.00
£ 250.00
£ 100.00
£ 100.00
£ 191.10
£3617.60
£28.22
Carole Mills

(Editor’s note: Please accept my sincere apologies for publishing this article late it should have been in the October issue of Priory News, but I overlooked it. John)
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Jacob revisits Palestine to film a documentary
On Easter day this year I sit drinking coffee overlooking Jerusalem's Damascus Gate. Some
of you may have read my blog from 2014; I spent three months working for an NGO in
Deheishe, West Bank. This time I'm back in the most disputed territory in the world with a
friend from university and a rucksack full of recording equipment. We have secured a
grant from the university film society to make a 30 minute-long documentary about being
a young person in a refugee camp. It’s a project which has taken several months of
planning. Our flight landed the same morning and our kit causes us no trouble with Israeli
security. The weather is hot and we will shortly take a bus into the Palestinian territory.
We are staying with my good friend Fadi, a hero in my eyes, for his
laconic intelligence, kindness and honesty. I had met him a year
previously when I had become interested in the ways in which
young adults and teens are able to express themselves in refugee
camps. Fadi's trump-card is his engagement in theatre. He runs a
youth theatre group who meet three times a week at a local NGO.
We aim to understand more about the lives of young people
under occupation through Fadi's eyes. But first we are given a
gigantic spread of rice and lamb by Fadi's family. Hospitality
certainly hasn't dropped since I last visited. Filming begins the
next day. We accompany Fadi to his university of Al-Quds – the only Arab university in
Jerusalem – where we are immediately struck by the buzz of political and scientific energy.
In one courtyard, students loudly protest against the latest ISIS massacre in Yarmuk camp;
in another they display solar-powered cars and mechanised chess boards. In a quieter
grassy spot we conduct our first interview. After ten minutes of fascinating dialogue on
life, politics and history, we are shocked to notice the camera hasn't recorded anything!
This will be a steep learning curve.
Many mistakes were made that week: mislaid memory cards, interviews with foreheads
out of shot, unbearable background noise. At our unprofessional worst, we shot a twohour interview of the ever-patient Fadi with a small carpet wrapped around the
microphone and a pair of purple underpants over the camera to protect from wind and
rain respectively. Needless to say the footage was unusable and the prospect of another
two-hour interview was delicately approached with Fadi. Nonetheless we shot some
footage which we would never have dreamed of obtaining without luck or the kindness of
those we met. Without wanting to spoil any of the film, dramatic highlights include the
following: the memorial of a 19 year old who was shot by the IDF three weeks before
filming, Fadi's grandmother who remembers the Nakba of 1948 and her eventual
settlement in Deheishe, a glimpse into Fadi's theatre group, an interview with the general
security of the Fatah movement and tea with a political graffiti artist. After seven days we
knew we had some priceless footage to take home with us.
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Since April, I've just about balanced my degree with editing the film. After a few hundred
hours of cutting, re-ordering, tightening and re-thinking we achieved a final cut by early
June. We also came up with a name. It is a line from a poem by Mahmoud Darwish, a
sung version of which features in the film: 'then they said: refugee'. The full poem is
below.
The film's premiere will be in early November at the Old Fire Station in Oxford. If you can't
make that showing, don't worry, I'll hopefully be showing it in the village hall over the New
Year's period. After that, it will be online for anyone to see. In the meantime we have a
new website with the trailer here: http://askadinyaproductions.weebly.com/

They gagged his mouth,
Bound his hands to the rock of the dead
And said: Murderer!
They took his food, clothes and banners,
Cast him into the condemned cell
And said: Thief!
They drove him away from every port,
Took his young sweetheart,
Then said: Refugee!
O you with bloodshot eyes and bloody hands,
Night is short-lived,
The detention room lasts not for ever,
Nor yet the links of chains.
Nero died, Rome did not:
With her very eyes she fights.
And seeds from a withered ear
With wheat shall fill the valley.
Mahmoud Darwish
Jacob Boswall
(It’s always good to hear the latest news about members of our church congregation but
not all seem to lead such interesting and exiting lives! Thank you for keeping us up to date,
Jacob, and we look forward to the chance to see your film in the New Year. Ed.)
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER 2015
1st

SUNDAY

2nd

Monday

3rd

Tuesday

Richard Hooker, Priest, Anglican Apologist, Teacher, 1600

5th

Thursday

9:30 am
10:30 am
7:45 pm

6th

Friday

Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

7th

Saturday

Willibrord of York, Bishop, Apostle of Frisia, 739

8th

SUNDAY

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY (3rd Sunday before Advent)
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist
3:00 pm
Remembrance Service

9th

Monday

Margery Kempe, Mystic, 1440

10th

Tuesday

Leo the Great, Bishop of Rome, 461
9:00 am
Deanery Clergy Chapter at Weston

11th

Wednesday

Martin, Bishop of Tours, 397
2:00 pm
Hymns at Braeburn Lodge led by Revd Linda Elliott

12th

Thursday

9:30 am

13th

Friday

Charles Simeon, Priest, Evangelical Divine, 1836
Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

15th

SUNDAY

SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT
10:00 am
Family Communion

16th

Monday

Margaret, Queen of Scotland, Philanthropist,
Reformer of the Church, 1093

17th

Tuesday

Hugh, Bishop of Lincoln, 1200

18th

Wednesday

Elizabeth of Hungary, Princess of Thuringia, Philanthropist, 1231
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ALL SAINTS’ DAY
9:00 am
Said Communion
10:00 am
Family Service
3:00 pm
Remembering Our Loved Ones
Commemoration of the Faithful Departed (All Souls’ Day)
7:30 pm
Confirmation Service at St. John’s, Spalding
Holy Communion
Home Communions
Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Astrology

Holy Communion

19th

Thursday

Hilda, Abbess of Whitby, 680
9:30 am
Holy Communion
7:45 pm
Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Environmental Health

20th

Friday

Edmund, King of the East Angles, Martyr, 870
Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

22nd SUNDAY

CHRIST THE KING (Sunday next before Advent)
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist: Preacher, the Precentor of
Leicester Cathedral

23rd

Monday

Clement, Bishop of Rome, Martyr, c.100

25th

Wednesday

7:30 pm

PCC meeting, preceded by Communion at 7:15pm

26th

Thursday

9:30 am

Holy Communion

27th

Friday

Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

28th

Saturday

10:00-11:30 am

29th

SUNDAY

ADVENT SUNDAY
Common Worship Year C begins
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist, Preacher: Archdeacon of Boston
6:00 pm
Advent Carol Service

30th

Monday

ANDREW THE APOSTLE

Advent Coffee Morning

December
3rd

Thursday

9:30 am
10:30
7:45 pm

Holy Communion
Home Communions
Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Travel

4th

Friday

Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

6th

SUNDAY

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
9:00 am
Said Communion
10:00 am
Family Service
3:00 pm
Freshe Ayre Concert (for church roof)
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Cooking with Margaret
Root Vegetable & Cheese Bake
Ingredients:

Method:

400ml water mix with 1
vegetable stock cube
500g parsnips, peeled and thinly
sliced
500g sweet potatoes, peeled and
thinly sliced
2 tbsp cornflour, mixed with 5
tbsp of water
2 cloves of garlic, crushed
50ml single cream
1 sprig of rosemary
45g walnuts, roughly chopped
60g grated cheese.

Put the stock into a large pan, add the parsnips and
potatoes and bring to the boil. Cook for 7-10 minutes
until tender, then remove from the stock with a
slotted spoon and set aside.
Add the cornflour and water mixture, along with the
garlic, to the stock in the pan. Slowly bring back to the
boil and simmer until thickened. Remove from the
heat and add in the cream.
Mix together the chopped walnuts, cheese and
rosemary, finely chopped.
In a 1-5 litre baking dish, pour in the vegetable mixture
and sprinkle on the walnuts, cheese and rosemary
mixture. Bake at Gas 5/190°C/375°F for 20-30 minutes
until golden on top

Registers for September
Baptisms:
6th

We welcome into the Lord’s Family:

Jasper James Steven Purdy
Verity-Belle Jennifer Purdy

Funerals:

We commend to God’s keeping:

2nd Lily Maud Moden
11th Dennis Eris Peter Dunwell
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Rotas for November
Servers
1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th
Dec 6th

Sidesmen
1st
8th
8th 3:00 pm
(Remembrance)
15th
22nd
29th
29th 6:00 pm
(Advent Carols)
Dec 6th

9:00 am
John
Geoff

10:00 am
Paul
Simon & John
Simon & Paul
Nick & Paul
Nick & Simon
Paul

3:00 pm
Simon
John
-

E
F
A

Bill and Margaret Flegg, Liz Bridgeman
Val Wilde, Doris Bellairs and Christine Masters
Jane Thompson and Adrian Hallam

B
C
D

Ann Meakins and Shelagh Fisher
Tim Hitchborn and Cled Bennett
Trevor Harwood and Kim Hallam

E

Bill and Margaret Flegg, Liz Bridgeman

F

Val Wilde, Doris Bellairs and Christine Masters

6:00 pm
John
-

Intercessions
1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th
Dec 6th

9:00 am
Sonia M/Sue P
Sonia M/Sue P

Bread and Wine
1st
Cledwyn & Ann Bennett
8th
Caroline Herron & Linda Sellars
15th
Carole Mills & Joy Cunningham
22nd
Doris Bellairs & Christine Masters
29th
Christine Payne & Ann Meekings
Dec 6th
Martin & Niccy Fisher

10:00 am
Ted Fisk
Tony Masters
Linda Elliott
Nick Drewett
Niccy Fisher
TBA

Coffee
Val Wilde & Doris Bellairs (10am)
Ann Bennett & Penny Hebblewhite
Bill & Margaret Flegg
Johanna Jones & Jill Ironside
Liz Spratley & Linda Sellars
John & Sue Marsh (10 am)
13

Flowers
1st

Vacant

8th

Remembrance
Alice Wall &
Sue Marsh

15th
22nd

Cleaning
Oct 26th Nov 8th

Pat Feek & Christine Payne
8th

Vacant

29th
Dec 6th

Brasses

Jean Shepherd & Doris Bellairs

9th -22nd

Bill & Margaret Flegg

23rd Dec 6th

John & Linda Sellars

Advent
Advent

6th

Christine Payne & Pat Feek

Readings and Readers for November
1st Reading

1st

1st Reader
2nd Reading
ALL SAINTS’ DAY

9:00
am

Isaiah 25:
6–9

Ann Bennett

10:00
am

John 11:
32 – 44

Ted Fisk

Revelation 21:
1-6

2nd Reader

Gospel

Cled
Bennett

John 11:
32 – 44

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY (Third Sunday Before Advent)
8th

10:00
am

Jonah 3:
1-5,10

Kate
Drewett

Hebrews 9:
24 – end

Joy
Cunningham

Mark 1:
14-20

THE SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT
15th

10:00
am

Daniel 12:
1-3

22nd

10:00
am

Daniel 7:
9-10,13-14

29th

10:00
am

Jeremiah 33:
14-16

9:00
am

Malachi 3:
1-4

Dec
6th

10:00
am
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Trevor
Harwood

Hebrews 10:
11-14,19-25

Peter
Wilde

CHRIST THE KING
Liz
Revelation 1:
Jane
Bridgeman
4-8
Thompson
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Victoria
1 Thessalonians 3:
Barry
Worthington
9-end
Fisher
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Martin
Fisher

Philippians 1:
3-11

Niccy
Fisher

Mark 13:
1-8
John 18:
33-37
Luke 21:
25-36
Matthew 9:
35-10:6-8

 Deeping St. James Post Office - a “thankyou”
It is with sadness that we see a familiar landmark disappear from the village and with it
many memories of a friendly welcome from Bob and Maggie who have shared the running
of our local branch of the Post Office for the past twenty three years. How many
conversations have taken place within its walls over the years, I wonder. It has also been
the ‘notice board’ for many of the local activities and organisations. Indeed, it is not so
long ago that we heaved a sigh of
relief when the threat of closure
which hit many local Post Offices
was averted.
Through these
pages we should like to say a
very big “thankyou” to Bob and
Maggie
for
serving
the
community so well and we wish
them all the best in the future.
The new site of the Post Office is
in Sam’s Store on Rycroft
Avenue. At the time of writing I
understand it is proposed to
replace the post box on the wall
of the old Post Office with one
Photograph kindly supplied by Jill Gibb who lives nearby
just a few yards away close to the
telephone kiosk at the entrance to the church hall car park.
I visited Bob recently and asked him if he would say a few words about his time here in the
Post Office. Here’s what he had to say:
“We (Maggie, Bob and family) arrived in Deeping St James in May 1992, apprehensive
yet exited about the prospect of running the Post Office. It soon became apparent
this was the right place. Customers such as Mr. Stamp with his shiny shoes, Mrs. Key
trying to gain access, Gary every Thursday morning and Nancy Titman, whom we can
aspire to be like, spring to mind. It is a pleasure and honour to know each and every
one of you. It feels as if Deeping has made us members of a large, extended family
whom we care about and are conscious of at difficult times.
Say a prayer for all who have come before us, especially the young ones like Katie,
and I hope we all have many good times ahead. Thank you for your custom and
friendship.”
Bob Clack
(Jill Gibb also adds a little historical background: “Bob and Maggie Clack took over the Post Office from
the Grants. Before the Grants, Harry Compton was the Postmaster for a number of years. Harry was also
a Conservative councillor. The house, which had at one time been a florist's shop, became a Sub-Post
Office in the late 1940s. Ted Batt was the first Postmaster.”)
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 A Late Developer
Like many things in my life, it took me a long time to learn how
to use a computer reasonably confidently. It wasn’t until I was
30 that I learnt to ride a bicycle. As a youngster in London the
local roads were far too busy for a child to cycle safely on them.
After ten years’ intermittent lessons and tuition from five
driving schools, I finally passed my driving test at the second
attempt.
What, you might ask, has this to do with Priory News? The
answer is simple. Now that I use a computer daily I have found
the internet a good source of inspiration for prayer. If, like me,
your own prayers can become repetitive and lack-lustre, (I’m sure God does get bored!), I
hope you will find the following websites as helpful as I have.
faithandworship.com/Celtic_Blessings_and_Prayers.htm
These prayers come from a variety of sources, and are mainly traditional prayers, some
translated from the Gaelic in which they were originally written.
londoninternetchurch.org.uk/Worship/Morning-Prayer/
A short daily service with a Bible reading, prayers and reflection.
taize.fr/en_rubrique12.html
A great resource for people who are inspired by this peaceful form of worship.
christianaid.org.uk/resources/churches/prayer/current-issues.aspx
This website helps you relate to current issues through prayer.
Bet Washbrooke.

 A date for your diary: Concert - ‘In Dulci Jubilo’
The ever popular and versatile group ‘Freshe Ayre’ return to the Priory Church for their
Christmas Concert on Sunday 6th December at 3pm. They will be performing a wide range
of seasonal music on recorders, crumhorns, symphony, psaltery, organ etc. and will be
joined once more by Bryan Jones – baritone. The programme features many familiar
favourites including two very different renderings of ‘In Dulcie Jubilo’ and a witty version
of ‘Ding Dong Merrily’. The audience will have the chance to join in with ‘Gaudete’, the
song made famous by Steeleye Span which will be accompanied by a consort of
crumhorns. Don’t know what a crumhorn is? Here’s your chance to find out!
All proceeds go to the work of Priory Church and its Mission Committee so bring all your
friends for an entertaining and tuneful start to the festive season.
Tickets : Adult £6, Child £4 (including light refreshments) available from Philip Astle 01778
346879, Victoria Worthington 01778 343860 or at the door. See you there!
Philip Astle
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Letter from the Bishop
It has been a productive year for some of Lincolnshire's farmers. I do
not profess to be any kind of agricultural expert, but as Bishop of
Lincoln I felt a real sense of pride when I heard recently of Tim
Lamyman - one of our own, farming on the Wolds - and his new
world record wheat and oilseed rape yields. That will make an awful
lot of bread, biscuits and cake, for which the country, and I
especially, am very grateful. In the south of the diocese, I see fields
bursting with pumpkins, and I look with satisfaction at the Brussels
sprouts, some of which will inevitably end up on our dining tables at
Christmas.
But while some farmers are celebrating a fabulous harvest, and the rest of us gratefully
look forward to our Christmas feasts, others continue to feel the pinch of the impact of
national and international markets on our relatively small part of the world. Lincolnshire's
dairy farmers might be wondering if their long hours will ever be profitable again. Cereal
growers might wonder if costs will ever stop rising, while the value of their crops and hard
work remains depressed.
The harvest festival was once a genuine thanksgiving to God for the success of a small
scale crop, and food for the cold winter months. Now crops have been bred to be more
reliable, techniques and land stewardship more scientifically advanced, and sales more
predictable (even if prices are low), has God become less relevant? What is it that we're
really celebrating at the harvest festival?
For me, the harvest festival should be a vital part of our calendar to remind us all that the
world we have inherited is a wonderful place, that our land provides all the food we need,
and that our work is done not only to feed our families, but also to the glory of the God
who made us, and who made the land of which we're custodians for a fraction of a
fraction of history. Please remember, and pray for, those who don't have enough to eat,
those who are anxious about the future, and for your own stewardship of the gifts you
have. And let's also celebrate how fabulous Lincolnshire and its farmers are at producing
food.

+ Christopher
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