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From the Curate 
  
 
 

 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
As I write Election Fever has taken a firm hold with the run up to the 
General Election on June 8th and the French Presidential Elections 
on May 7th filling our newspapers, not to mention our own local 
County Council Elections on May 4th. Perhaps it's something to do 
with St Matthias (feast day May 15th) who was the apostle chosen 
by lot to replace Judas Iscariot! 
 
We are privileged in this country to hold free elections, to be able to choose those who 
govern us and it is the duty of us all to exercise our vote and to do so responsibly. As we do, 
let us remember those countries suffering from wars or persecution, those whose everyday 
lives have been disrupted or who suffer under oppressive regimes and do not have the 
rights which so often we take for granted. 
 
May is also the month when Christian Aid hold their special fund raising week (14th to 20th 
May this year) to help the poor and those affected by disaster. We may not be able to do 
anything personally to help political situations but we can at least help in a practical way by 
giving generously to collections or other ways of raising funds. Christian Aid is directly 
involved supervising projects such as the production of Fair Trade goods and crops so you 
know your money is being spent well. A sign up list for help with the door to door collection 
can be found at the back of church; do take part even if you are able only to cover a small 
number of houses. 
 
With every blessing, 

Rev Sonia  
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In this Month’s Priory News … 
 

 
Dear Friends 
 

Just when we 
were beginning 

to think that politics was all about Brexit and 
county council elections we now find our 
ourselves faced with a general election!  Have 
no fear: a church magazine has to be politics-
free and in any case I have no axe to grind.  So, 
no mention of elections ….. (Oops …. that is, 
apart from Sonia’s letter and the report of the 
APCM!) 
 
May is also the month for Christian Aid Week 
and for several years now we have been short 
of volunteers so please read the short note on 
page 5 and sign up if you can help. Thinking 
beyond this month, don’t forget the Rose and 
Sweet Pea Show at the end of June.  As usual 
we shall need helpers on the day but more 
urgently we do need plants for the plant stall.  
So, if you are ‘potting on’, or whatever the 
jargon is, please spare us a thought. 
 
Finally, some time ago we ran a series entitled ‘Getting to Know You’ and an idea has been 
suggested for a similar series in which people tell us about their work experiences 
(including a few humorous anecdotes, perhaps?)  Would anyone like to be the first to 
contribute?  Beware, I’ll be hunting you down after church pretty soon!   

John 

 

 

Not so long ago I couldn’t even spell it! Now 
Margaret’s come up with a tasty courgette bake. 

We couldn’t resist John Marsh’s photo from a few 
years ago so it had to be purple for this month’s 
colour. Thanks, John. 

8ctave – Ubi Caritas 15 

A Date for your Diary 14 

APCM 7 

Church Calendar for May 10 

Cooking with Margaret 6 

Directory  2 

Fenland Consort 16 

From the Curate 1 

Holy Chaos 4 

House Group 6 

In This Month’s Priory News 3 

Know your Alphabytes – O 11 

Letter from the Bishop of Lincoln 19 

Mission Matters 4 

Music for a While 18 

Pampas Grass 5 

Readings and Readers 17 

Registers for March  6 

Reports and News 4 

Rotas for May 17 

Saint of the month –  St Athansius 13 

The Fenland Concert 15 

Vicar’s Report 7 

Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them coming. 
Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be accompanied by 
authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We will not publish the 
names of children pictured unless specifically requested to do so by their 
parents or guardians. 
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860      priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
Please let us have your contributions for the June issue of Priory News BEFORE the 

deadline of Monday 22nd May. Thank you. 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Reports and News 
 
 

 Church Ladies’ Fellowship 
 
Our Spring Coffee Morning will take place on Thursday, 11th May from 10.00 a.m. to 11-15 
am.  We will be presenting the monies during the coffee morning. 

Margaret 

 

 Mission Matters 
 

Soup and Sandwiches 
 
A huge thankyou  to everyone who attended the Lent Lunches this year.  As a result of your 
support we raised £402.50.  We have decided to donate this, plus a further donation, to the 
East African famine appeal.  I hope you will agree that this will be money well spent.  We 
look forward to seeing you all again next year. 
 

Festival Weekend   July 22nd and 23rd     
 
We hope that you will already have this date in your diary.  During the weekend there will 
be art work and craft displays in church, and coffee and light lunches will be served in the 
church hall.  On Sunday 23rd July , we shall be holding the annual Hog Roast.  Please 
encourage as many friends and relatives to come along and join in the fun.  This year the 
Hog Roast will be accompanied by live music.  To complete the weekend there will be a 
Songs of Praise type service in the garden.  We can guarantee good food  and music, (and 
hopefully good weather).  Please do your bit and help make this year’s Patronal Festival one 
to remember! 

Victoria 

 

 

 Holy Chaos 
 
Since last September, when Holy Chaos began, Wednesday mornings at 9.30 am have 
become a regular slot for at least 4 pre-school children who come with their parents, 

grannies or carers to enjoy songs, a Bible story, 
activity, play and refreshments and ending in news 
and a prayer.  We have a procession around the 
church to “Sing Hosanna” with instruments, which 
helps the children to become familiar with the space.  
When we did Noah’s Ark recently we stopped at the 
Children’s Church banner so they could find the 
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animals and be introduced to the story. 
 
Those of us involved in running it feel that Holy Chaos is providing an outreach to families 
who may feel isolated especially if they haven’t any extended family close by.  We let them 
know of what is going on that may be of interest to them and welcome all who come. 
 
When the church was closed for woodworm treatment we moved the session to the church 
hall, where the children had a whale of a time hearing the story of Jonah and making huge 
fish from paper plates.  I think some of the grown - ups did too! 
 

Kate 

 
 

 Pampas Grass 
 
One of the major jobs in the garden is the annual "haircut" of the large pampas grass.  This 
took, John and me, all morning to trim the 
grass.  We also reduced the overall 
size of the monster by about a third. We 
filled three green bins full of the debris 
(compressed by the standard method of 
jumping up and down in the bins with 
heavy boots).  It is nearly as bad as 
cutting back the blackberry bushes.  
 
There are more fun jobs like feeding the 
fish, picking the grapes and apples.  The 
coffee break when we catch up on the 
gossip is the best job of all.  Linda pours the coffee and keeps John and me working hard.  
The work is never ending but the garden has to be at its best for the Rose and Sweet Pea 
show. 
 

Chris Halley 

 
 

 Christian Aid Week – 15th – 21st May 
 
Volunteers are needed to distribute and collect the envelopes for Christian Aid Week.  The 
envelopes will be arriving soon and we would be most grateful if you could put your name 
on the sheet at the back of church. 

Caroline 
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Registers for March 
 
 

Funerals: We commend to God’s keeping: 
7th Eileen Mabel Starr   

 

Cooking with Margaret 
Tasty Courgette Bake. 

 
Ingredients 
 
 
700g sliced courgette 
75g rinded and chopped smoked 
      streaky bacon 
150g sliced onion 
3eggs 
300ml fresh milk 
Dried Marjoram 1/2 teaspoon 
100g strong cheddar cheese 
 

Method 
 
1 Blanch courgettes in boiling water for 2 minutes drain 
and cool 
2 Dry fry bacon and onion in non -stick pan for 2 
minutes stirring frequently 
3 Lightly grease an oven proof dish, arrange courgettes 
bacon and onions in base 
4 Beat eggs, milk, herbs, seasoning and add 75g cheese 
together  
Sprinkle with remaining cheese 
Bake at 180°C / 350 ®F / Mark 4 for 55 minutes until set 
and golden 
Serves 4. 
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 Annual Parochial Church Meeting 2017 
 
There were around thirty attendees at the APCM last Wednesday.  Following the normal 
procedure, after the pre meeting Communion Service, the first meeting of the evening was 
held to elect the churchwardens.  Caroline Herron and Nick Drewett had both agreed to 
continue in office for a further year, and they were unanimously re-elected.  The meeting 
closed and Margaret Flegg served refreshments. It was then back to business for the second 
meeting. Reports from the various church groups had been printed and were available for 
perusal.  It is good to know that the church fabric etc. is in the capable hands of the 
churchwardens, aided by members of the Fabric Committee and that all the other church 
groups are active in their particular sphere. 
 

Members of the PCC were elected and this year the number elected was slightly smaller 
than last year. 
 

The most sobering report of the evening was given by Simon Marshall, who has the 
challenging job of Treasurer.  The church this year had a deficit, compared to a surplus the 
year before.  With the increase in Parish Share the situation can only worsen unless we, as a 
church, take action.  
 

The new PCC now consists of: our two wardens; Vicki Billyard; Kate Drewett; Barry Fisher; 
Niccy Fisher; John Marsh; Simon Marshall; Liz Spratley; Jane Thompson; Victoria 
Worthington. There are thus 3 remaining vacancies.  
 

We have two Deanery Synod representatives (Niccy Fisher and Simon Marshall) and two 
Churches Together representatives (Kate Drewett and Jan Fisk). Niccy Fisher remains as 
Diocesan Synod representative. There is thus one remaining vacancy for Deanery Synod and 
one for Churches Together. 
 

The final report was given by the Vicar and is reproduced in full below. 
 

Vicar's Report 
 

It has been another full year! 
 

The number of baptisms, weddings and funerals has remained roughly constant with 
12 baptisms, 11 weddings and 10 funerals, while three children were prepared for 
confirmation at Pinchbeck. Traditional services have continued to be offered on every 
Sunday, with an average attendance of 50-60 in the mornings, but attendance at 
choral evensong has been at best sporadic, raising questions about its viability. The 
family service on the first Sunday has continued to attract a good number of baptism 
families as well as a regular commitment from existing church worshippers. The 
regular appearance of Psalm 98 to provide some of the music for family services has 
been widely appreciated. The regular Thursday morning communion service has 
remained popular. The family communion has become accepted as a regular third 
Sunday "bridge" service to introduce children to sacramental worship, and it has been 

x-apple-data-detectors://embedded-result/757
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a delight to have the children up at the altar, helping the servers. Th problem of 
competing with other Sunday attractions has remained, however, and a compromise 
solution has been reached thanks to the creation of a new Friday night youth club, 
offered by Ted Fisk, with the aim of engaging with youngsters and providing drama 
input on the fifth Sunday of the month, which is now regularly a family communion. 
 

The founding of Friday Knights enabled us to put on a very different venture at 
Christmas, when our new crib service proved immensely popular. This featured live 
donkeys as well as a Friday Knights nativity drama, and we look to repeat this success 
next Christmas. (The downside is that the Christmas Day communion service was 
relatively poorly attended). We are hugely grateful not only to Ted but also to his team 
of helpers. 
 

A further new venture was Holy Chaos, a midweek toddler service with bible story, 
craft activities and songs. This has taken a while to pick up in numbers but is now 
thriving. The children's corner is sometimes overcrowded! Many thanks to the team of 
regular helpers, and especially Kate Drewett, whose ministry has been invaluable. 
 

Links with the two primary schools have continued with regular assemblies, and DSJCP 
School held both their harvest festival and Christmas concert in the church. The link 
with Headstart nursery led to them holding their Christingle in church, and at the other 
end of the school age scale we hosted Deepings College Christmas concert. 
 

Children's church, having been run very efficiently by Lisa Goodchild for some years, is 
now in the capable hands of Vicky Billyard, and operates on the second Sunday of the 
month. It would be good to find more volunteers to enable us to reinstate fourth 
Sunday provision, but the lack of regular attendance militates against this at present. I 
would however like to thank Lisa for her dedication and enthusiasm in the past and 
hope we can continue to call upon her as a spare pair of hands from time to time. 
Meanwhile we are grateful to Vicky for picking up the reins and carrying on so 
helpfully. 
 

Rev Linda Elliott has continued her valuable ministry to Braeburn Lodge, supported by 
John Worthington and some singers, and this has been well received, culminating in a 
monthly communion service as well as the weekly visits by Rev Linda. A brief period of 
trying to enable Braeburn residents to attend at the Priory once a month has 
reluctantly had to be abandoned due to their increasing frailty. 
 

We were sad to lose three well-known faces during the year: Barry Mills, Peter Wilde 
and Peter Witherington all enriched us in very different ways, and we miss them, while 
rejoicing that they have gone to glory. Yet more familiar faces to greet us at the Pearly 
Gates! Our thoughts remain with Juliet, Val and Lin within the church family. 
 

In the musical life of the church, we were grateful to Charles Paterson for taking over 
the choir, as Philip Spratley began his retirement process of gradually cutting down on 
activities. Philip's imminent retirement from regular playing has led us to appoint a 
new organist, and we look forward to Jeremy Jepson joining us in early June. However, 

x-apple-data-detectors://embedded-result/1181
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the need to find a further £2,500 per year in organist fees is a major concern. On a 
positive note, we had a very successful concert series last summer which has helped 
support the music ministry. This year's series looks equally promising. 
 

As regards church fabric, the aumbry in the Corpus Christi chapel is now in regular use, 
and I would like to thank Niccy Fisher for expediting all the faculty procedures. Our 
wardens have also worked hard on matters such as window repairs and protective 
grilles (ongoing), roof alarm maintenance and other general maintenance. The fabric 
committee have met twice and been very helpful in dealing with quinquennial 
recommendations. 
 

Fundraising has also been a priority for the Social Committee and the Mission 
Committee "Mission Matters”, both of whom have worked tirelessly for a number of 
events. The Rose and Sweet Pea Show was a reasonable success, but was prematurely 
ended by heavy rain. Despite this over £3,000 was raised, and we are grateful to Ted 
and Tanwen for co-ordinating the event. However, it is recognised that at the season 
when we put on the Show there are nowadays very few roses and sweet peas to 
display: also that beyond the older part of the village the title gives no clue as to the 
true nature of the event, and it has therefore been decided, after discussion, to 
rebrand ourselves as "Deeping St James Village Fete" while retaining the familiar name 
under a subheading "incorporating the Rose and Sweet Pea Show". There will be no 
change to the actual content, and we look forward to crowning many more Rose 
Queens in the years ahead. 
 

The Hog Roast was also a good social occasion, concluding as it did with Songs of 
Praise, and we also much enjoyed the quiz night, the Fresh Ayre concerts, the 
evensong when our choir sang at Barholm, the music and poetry evening hosted by the 
Worthingtons, the lecture by Rev Sonia, the annual Lent lunches..... The list seems 
endless.  Thanks are due to the valiant caterers, headed up by Margaret Flegg. 
 

Mention of catering brings me to the church hall, where caterers have worked under 
great difficulty, due to the deteriorating conditions. It has been good to establish a 
church hall committee to try and find a better way of running the hall. The decision to 
employ a regular cleaner has been well received, but we will need to raise rents 
slightly to pay for an extra budgeted cost. However, we welcome Ann Coleman to her 
new role, which she undertakes on Wednesday mornings. We are grateful to everyone 
who has in the past done their best to keep the hall tidy and will in future be charging 
a refundable deposit for external bookings, in the hope of encouraging more 
responsible care of the premises. Meanwhile, work has continued to raise funds to 
refurbish the kitchen, and this is now imminent. However, the kitchen is but part of a 
much greater project, including roof replacement and dry rot treatment, so grants are 
definitely needed. We have applied to South Kesteven Council and to Tesco, but the 
work of grant applications is time consuming, and should not fall entirely on one 
person. 

 

(Continued on page 14) 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR MAY 2017 
 

1st Monday PHILIP AND JAMES APOSTLES 
 

2nd Tuesday Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, Teacher, 373 
 

3rd Wednesday 9:30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm  Churches Together at Open Door Church 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 43 Crowson Way 
 

4th Thursday English Saints and Martyrs of the Reformation Era 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion 
   10:30 am Home Communions 
   5.30 pm  DSJ Beavers church visit and investing ceremony 
   7:45 pm  Church Ladies' Fellowship: Heckington Windmill 
 

5th Friday  5:30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6.45 pm  Choir practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

7th SUNDAY THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

   9:00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:00 am Family Service and baptism of Albert King 
 

8th Monday Julian of Norwich, Spiritual Writer, c. 1417 
 

9th Tuesday 2.00 pm  Communion Service at Braeburn Lodge 
 

10th Wednesday 9:30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   6.00pm  Vision and Strategic Planning Group (vicarage) 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 43 Crowson Way 
 

11th Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion 
 

12th Friday  5:30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6.45 pm  Choir practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

14th SUNDAY THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

   9.50 am  Children’s Church in the hall  
   10:00 am Sung Eucharist with prayers for healing 
 

15th Monday MATTHIAS THE APOSTLE 
 

17th Wednesday 9:30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 43 Crowson Way 
 

18th Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion 
   7:30 pm  Deanery Synod (venue T.B.A.) 
   7:45 pm  Church Ladies' Fellowship: Musical Evening 
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19th Friday  Dunstan, Archbishop of Canterbury, Restorer of Monastic Life, 988 
   5:30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6.45 pm  Choir practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

20th Saturday Alcuin of York, Abbot of Tours, 804 
 

21st SUNDAY THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  (Rogation Sunday) 

   10:00 am  Family Communion 
   5.30 pm for 6.30 pm Visitation at Holbeach All Saints  
 

22nd Monday Rogation Day 

23rd Tuesday Rogation Day 
 

24th Wednesday Rogation Day 
   John & Charles Wesley, Evangelists, Hymn Writers, 1791 & 1788 
   9:30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 43 Crowson Way 
 

25th THURSDAY ASCENSION DAY 
   (No 9.30 am Communion Service today) 
   7:30 pm  Holy Communion (sung) 
 

26th Friday  Augustine, first Archbishop of Canterbury, 605 
   5:30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6.45 pm  Choir practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

28th SUNDAY THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

   10:00 am  Sung Eucharist 
 

30th Tuesday Josephine Butler, Social Reformer, 1906 
 

31st Wednesday THE VISIT OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY TO ELIZABETH 
   9:30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 43 Crowson Way 
 

June 
 

1st Thursday Justin, Martyr at Rome, 165 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion 
   10:30 am Home Communions 
   7:45 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Young Carers 
 

2nd Friday  5:30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm  Choir practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

4th SUNDAY PENTECOST 

   9:00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:00 am Family Service and baptism of Olivia Anaiah Button 
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This month Charles gives Revd Sue a well-earned break 
(she hasn’t had a break for fourteen months!) with an 
interesting and informative article about the organ.  
Many thanks, Charles. 
 

O is for ….Organ 
 

The organ as an instrument of music has a very long history.  Ctesibius of Alexandria 
invented a water-powered pipe organ in the 3rd Century BC, and organs of this type were 
popular as entertainment in the intervals of races and games in the Graeco-Roman period 
(much like cinema organs of the mid-20th Century).  They continued to be used for such 
secular purposes in the Byzantine Empire into the Middle Ages, and it was from here that 
the idea was imported westwards:  the introduction of the organ into church is often 
attributed to Pope Vitalian in the 7th Century AD.  It is notable that organs are only found in 
churches of the western Christian traditions:  the Orthodox churches to this day allow no 
instrumental participation in worship. 
 

These early instruments would have been used to 
accompany singing, as now, but as the singing was simply 
an unharmonised melody line the organist would only 
play one note at a time - and indeed on these early 
organs there were simply valves or levers operated by the 
hands, not finger-operated keys as now.  However, as the 
invention and development of harmonised singing 
progressed, so keyboards playable by the fingers were 
developed as well.  By the Renaissance a repertoire of music for the organ on its own had 
grown, alongside its continuing role in accompanying singing. 
 

The earliest organs had only one rank of pipes, i.e. one pipe per note.  The reason for 
adding more is not so much to increase volume as to vary timbre:  adding a pipe half the 
length of the first means that each key produces two notes an octave apart, giving added 
brightness.  Other pipes of a different material or bore add different sound qualities.  The 
basic pipes of a typical organ are the diapasons, metal pipes producing a full, rounded 
sound, but there are ones that sound more like flutes, ones that have a nasal, string 
instrument effect, and ones that sound like reed or brass instruments - the 19th Century 
was the heyday for developing organs that could imitate a whole orchestra, and the virtuosi 
of the day entertained their audiences with transcriptions of Wagner overtures and other 
orchestral works. 
 

Not only were extra ranks of pipes for each key added, but one or more extra keyboards, or 
manuals, so that echo effects could be produced, or a solo on 
one manual could be accompanied on another.  Eventually 
someone had the bright idea of adding another keyboard for 
the feet, with pipes sounding an octave lower than those played 
by the hands.  The North German organ composers of the 
Baroque period made great use of these pedals, and in fact 
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pedalboards only became used in this country in the 19th Century, when organists 
rediscovered the organ works of J. S. Bach. 
 

Modern innovations include replacing the old mechanical linkages between keys and pipes 
with electronics, high powered blowers to provide enough wind in the bellows for such 
large organs, and digital technology has given more and more sophisticated aids to the 
player, but the basic principle of an organ, blowing air along a tube like a recorder or 
panpipe, is still the same. 

Charles Paterson 

 

 

 Saint of the Month:  
 

2nd May: St Athanasius 
(296-373 A.D.) 

 
 
St Athanasius was one of the four great Greek 
Doctors (teachers) of the Church, yet the 
creed which bears his name was unlikely to 
have been written by him! 
 

Born at Alexandria in Egypt he was ordained becoming secretary to the bishop whom he 
succeeded in 328 A.D. Short in stature but of great influence, Athanasius accompanied his 
bishop to the important Council of Nicaea which defined belief about the divinity of Jesus 
Christ.  Athanasius refused to compromise with the followers of Arius who denied that 
Christ was fully divine with the Father, a heresy which had strong support in some areas of 
the Roman Empire. 
 

Of the forty four years of his time as bishop, Athanasius was compelled while the Arians 
were in power to spend at least seventeen in exile, at Trier, Rome, and in the desert.  In 366 
he was finally able to return to his see for good and spent his time building up the Church 
and writing valuable treatises on faith, commentaries and historical works including his Life 
of St Antony. 
 

Scholars are now of the opinion that the creed which is named after him originated in Gaul 
between 381 and 428 A.D. (I.e. after his death).  You will find this creed in the Book of 
Common Prayer which authorised its use on major feast days of the Church.  Because of its 
statement that without holding to the faith as set out a person cannot be saved the 
Athanasian creed has fallen out of use.  Its length and use of complicated phrases no doubt 
was a further factor, the ASB and Common Worship Prayerbooks only including the Nicene 
Creed. 
 

Revd Sonia 
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(Vicar’s Report continued from page 9) 
 

Parish finances are always stretched, but currently they are at breaking point, and so it 
was with a heavy heart that I embarked on a funding campaign, helped by our 
Treasurer and our two wardens. It was good to have our Archdeacon, Justine, come 
and speak at the Funding Tea launch, but I was saddened that eleven of our PCC were 
absent for the occasion. This seems to me to show a lack of realisation that the PCC 
should be leading the way. That the campaign has so far failed to attract much 
increased giving is an issue we urgently need to address as a congregation, without 
leaving things entirely to the few. 
 
There are many people whose support and encouragement I have been grateful for in 
this my second year at Deeping St James, but I cannot conclude the report without 
paying tribute to both our wardens, to our Treasurer, to our lay chair, Niccy Fisher, and 
to my colleagues Rev Sonia and Rev Linda, who can all be relied on to keep me on track 
and who work so hard in the administration of this parish. 

Revd Sue 

 

 A Date For Your Diary 
 

Welcome Spring! 
 

The popular consort Freshe Ayre, based here at the Priory Church, travels to Stamford to 
present Welcome Spring!, a fascinating programme of seasonal songs and dance tunes 
from medieval to modern. Several pieces are inspired by bird song, one of the most 
memorable features of Spring.  As well as 6 sizes of recorders, the group will feature a 
consort of crumhorns (curved reed instruments beloved of Henry VIII), timbrel, nakers, 
tabor, keyboard (organ, harpsichord) and early stringed instruments such as rebec, psaltery 
and symphony.  They are joined by the early music soprano, Sam Graper.  The Dean of All 
Saint’s Church, Stamford is of course Mark Warrick, formerly vicar here at the Priory. 
 

3pm, All Saint’s Church, Stamford PE9 2AG 

Sunday 18th June, 2017 
 

Tickets: Adult £6, Child £4 including light refreshments available from All Saint’s Vicarage 
01780 756942, Philip Astle 01778 346879 or at the door.  Proceeds to All Saints Church 
Music Fund. 
 
N.B.  Freshe Ayre will be presenting a concert of Seasonal Music at the Priory Church on 
26th November at 3pm.  Further details in due course. 
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Music at The Priory  March 30th 2017 
 

Ubi Caritas  -  Music for Lent and Passiontide, sung by 8ctave, 
directed by Simon Lumby 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
‘8ctave’, a choir of vicars, the only such choir in the country, sang to an appreciative 
audience of about sixty people.   The programme of unaccompanied music , interspersed 
with readings was both varied and thought provoking.  Hearing three different settings of 
‘Ubi Caritas ‘ was enlightening but the simple  opening plainsong version was perhaps the 
most beautiful of the three, particularly in the setting of the Priory Church. 
 
Some of the music was familiar, the Goss ‘O Saviour of the World’ has been regularly sung 
by the Priory Church Choir over the years, and Tertius Noble and Bairstow were also 
familiar names.  The programme showed a variety of styles and periods centered around 
this season in the Church calendar and allowed the choir to demonstrate both their musical 
skills and obvious commitment to the texts which they were singing.  Musically speaking, 
there were a few blemishes, partly due to the slight imbalance in the ensemble, but overall 
there was some lovely singing, full of colour and conviction. 
 
The present reviewers both felt that their favourite item in the programme was the 
beautiful setting by the 17th century composer, Antonio Lotti, of the Crucifixus (He was 
crucified), in eight parts.  We hope that the choir will consider a return visit for a future 
concert. 

Victoria & John 
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Readings and Readers for May 
 1st Reading 1st Reader 2nd Reading 2nd Reader Gospel 

7th 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

9:00 
am 

Acts 2: 
42-end 

Caroline  
Herron 

1 Peter 2: 
19-end 

Simon 
Marshall 

John 10: 
1-10 

14th 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

10:00 
am 

Acts 7: 
55-end 

Kate 
Drewett 

1 Peter 2: 
2-10 

Charles  
Paterson 

John 14: 
1-14 

21st 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

10:00 
am 

Acts 17: 
22-31 

TBA 
1 Peter 3: 

13-end 
TBA 

John 14: 
15-21 

25th 

ASCENSION DAY 

7:30 
pm 

Acts 1: 
1-11 

Joy  
Cunningham 

Ephesians 1: 
15-end 

Trevor  
Harwood 

Luke 24: 
44-end 

28th 

SEVENTH  SUNDAY OF EASTER 

10:00 
am 

Acts 1: 
6-14 

Liz  
Spratley 

1 Peter 4: 
12-14; 5: 6-11 

Charles 
Paterson 

John 17: 
1-11 

June 
4th 

DAY OF PENTECOST 

10:00 
am 

Acts 2: 
1-21 

John  
Worthington 

1 Corinthians 
12: 

3b-13 

Doris 
Bellairs 

John 20: 
19-23 

 
 

Rotas for May 

Servers 
 9:00 am 10:00 am 7.30 pm 

7th Geoff Paul - 

14th - Simon & John - 

21st - Chris & Simon - 

25th (7.30) - John - 

28th - Nick & Chris - 

June 4th Geoff Paul John 
 
 

Sidesmen 

7th E Juliet Mills, Margaret Flegg & Liz Bridgeman 
14th F Val Wilde, Doris Bellairs & Christine Masters 

21st A Jane Thompson and Adrian Hallam 
25th (Ascension)   

28th B Ann Meekings and Shelagh Fisher 

June 4th C Tim Hitchborn and Cled Bennett 
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Intercessions 

 9:00 am 10:00 am 7:30 pm 

7th Tony Masters TBA - 
14th - Nick Drewett - 

21st - Bet Washbrooke - 

25th (Ascension) - - TBA 
28th - Niccy Fisher - 

June 4th Sue/Sonia TBA - 
 
 
Bread and Wine                      Coffee 

7th John & Linda Sellars Johanna Jones & Jill Ironside 

14th Pat Feek & Doris Warner Ann Bennett & Penny Hebblewhite 
21st Doris Bellairs & Christine Masters Liz Spratley & Linda Sellars 

25th (7.30) TBA n/a 
28th Carole Mills & Joy Cunningham John & Victoria Worthington 

June 4th John & Victoria Worthington Pat Feek & Doris Warner 
 
 
 

Flowers  Cleaning Brasses  

7th 
Ann 

Bennett 
8th – 21st - John & Linda Sellars 

14th Sue Marsh - 14th 
Jean Shepherd & 

Doris Bellairs 

21st 
Christine 
Masters 

22nd – June 4th - Jan & Tanwen Fisk 

28th Joan Dyke - - - 

June 4th 
Carole Mills 
(Pentecost) 

- - - 

 
 

 Music for a While 
 
I am proposing to host an occasional (say, monthly) afternoon of music in our barn for 
music lovers to sit and enjoy a varied programme of recordings including classical, light 
classical and jazz.  Light refreshments will be served.  There will be no charge.  If you are 
interested, please could you contact me this month as I should like us to meet for the first 
time in June and obviously I need an idea of numbers.  I also need to know which afternoon 
is the least likely to clash with other events.  You can telephone me on 01778 343860 or 
07768 327665 or you can email me at priorynews@dsj.org.uk  .  Please leave a contact 
number. 

John 

 
 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Letter from the Bishop 
 
 
 

 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I always think of May as the month of becoming.  This is true in 
nature around about us as we see trees coming into full leaf, fields 
becoming full of crops, lambs and calves no longer looking frail and 
new-born.  It is true for the many children in our church schools, as 
they move towards the end of the school year and the exams and 
assessments which both measure progress and shape futures. 
 
We can take all the small signs of becoming which are around us as 
symbols of a much larger picture about becoming – becoming the 
people that God would have us be.  We are told in the Bible that we are all made in the 
image of God.  And that is the great challenge to all of us: to live up to that reality so that 
people can see the image of God in us and in the way we live our lives.  It is a lifelong 
journey but one that we can only take step by step, day by day:  all the while allowing God’s 
image to come to the fore. 
 
What does this mean?  It sounds rather difficult, but, with God’s help, it is not.  To enable 
the image of God means (as Paul says) to show faith, hope and love towards other people.  
When we allow God so to work in our lives, we are becoming the best people we can be, 
and the person God made us to be.  
 

+Christopher Lincoln 

  
 


