From the Vicar
Dear friends in the making,
I find myself writing this first magazine letter to you with the licensing a week away and
surrounded by packing cases and assorted possessions which have yet to find a home. I expect
many of you will be familiar with the surprises that come with moving house: there are plenty of
rediscovered treasures ("Oh look! - Do you remember when we bought this?") which bring back
happy memories; quite a few things that don't belong with us at all but have yet to be claimed by
our children; and inevitably the other items which leave you thinking, "And we brought this with
us...why, precisely?!" Eventually the chaos will subside and our new house will become home, of
course.
But there is a completely different sort of unpacking that will go on once I am properly your vicar,
and that is the upheaval that any new ministry brings. I am already aware of some of the treasures
that you have, especially in the realms of liturgy and music, and equally in the children's ministry
here. Those things stand out because (like the bed, the crockery and kitchen utensils) you tend to
look for them first! But there will be shedloads of other giftings waiting to be discovered - and just
possibly some cases which will mystify me until I unpack them and get to understand them....! In
the latter event, there will be remnants left behind from other people who have shared your
spiritual home, as well as ventures which have begun and now need to be taken up and worked
through. It is all a glorious hotchpotch of God's making, aided by his children.
One thing is clear, however: Deeping is blessed to have benefitted from the gifts brought by so
many people during the lengthy interregnum. I very much look forward to working with you all,
and I am disappointed that I won't get to work with Mark, whose skills and dedication (like Sonia's)
lie at the heart of the sustaining and developing of church life. For all of us, life enters a new
chapter. The removal vans may have gone, but our journey together is just beginning. And so I
close with a prayer from a Celtic communion service:
Lord Jesus Christ,
You have put your life into our hands;
Now we put our lives into yours.
Take us,
Renew and re-make us.
What we have been is past;
What we shall be, through you, still awaits us.
Lead us on.
Take us with you.
AMEN.

Revd Sue
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As I write this, the
Annual Parochial Church
Meeting is still to come
although, by the time
you receive this issue of Priory News, it will have taken
place and the Churchwardens for the coming year
together with the new officers and members of the PCC
will have been elected. We shall, of course, have a new
Chairman as Revd Sue will be installed two days later, on
the last day of the month. It is very fitting, therefore,
that we once again see the ‘Vicar’s Letter’ as the first
page of Priory News. It is also the time when we as
magazine editors say a heartfelt ‘thankyou’ to Revd Sonia
and Revd Mark who have between them contributed
their own ‘letters’ on alternate months. (Mind you, it has
taken a little pressure and cajoling at times to get them in
on time!) They are excused, of course, because this has
only been one small part of the enormous burden which they have carried over the months of the
interregnum. A tribute to Mark appears elsewhere in these pages but perhaps I might be forgiven
for mentioning the enormous debt of gratitude which we owe to Sonia who, in the twenty six years
we have lived in Deeping, has contributed so much to our parish, not least during three interregna.
My personal thanks too, Sonia, for all the help and encouragement you have given to me in my
various capacities as choir director, one-time churchwarden and Caxton to the parish to say
nothing of the faithful service and leadership you have given to the Priory Church over the years.
So now we welcome Sue and Charles into our parish and it is up to each one of us to give Sue all
the help and support we can in her task of moving our church forward in the community in the
coming years. We hope your time with us will be a very long and happy one, Sue.

John
Muttering, “Rhubarb, rhubarb..” was an early form
of heckling, I seem to remember. However,
Margaret throws another, more welcome, insight
into the use of rhubarb in this month’s recipe.

Thanks to John Marsh to thank for the lovely
reminder on the front cover that the Rose and Sweet
Pea Show will soon be here. You can see more of
John’s photos in colour elsewhere in this issue.

Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them
coming. Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be
accompanied by authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We
will not publish the names of children pictured unless specifically requested
to do so by their parents or guardians.
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860

priorynews@dsj.org.uk

Please let us have your contributions for the June edition of Priory News BEFORE the
deadline of Friday 22nd May. Thank you.
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Reports and News
 News from the Tower
A Very Warm Welcome to the Revd Sue Paterson from the bell ringers.
We hope to have the pleasure of ringing at her installation service.
Now that spring has arrived we are resuming our maintenance of the bell frame and also
cleaning the miscellaneous debris from the church roof that has collected over the winter.
Hilary

 Priory Church Coffee Group – Diary Dates
Spring Coffee Morning - Saturday 9th May
Afternoon Tea - Thursday 6th August
Autumn Coffee Morning - Saturday 19th September
Advent Coffee Morning - Saturday 28th November
Bill

 Good Friday Children’s Activities 2015
As regular readers know, the Children’s Worship for Good Friday is one
of our favourite events of the year. I work with Alison Warrick, who is
the wife of our former Vicar, Reverend Mark Warrick, at The Deepings
School. Alison always takes a great interest in hearing about our Good
Friday activities, which she and Mark established at The Priory Church,
and we always comment, with a smile, how her tried and tested
methods of organisation endure many years on to facilitate a really
lovely morning for children and families to enjoy.
So it would be easy to once again write an article highlighting all the
usual agreeable features of our Good Friday morning and indeed some
of that will follow. However the most important reflection this year,
without a doubt, is to pay tribute to the Reverend Mark Thomson for the enormous
contribution that he has made during his time at Deeping St James to the family ministry
at our Church.
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The worship session this Good Friday was outstanding.
During the 30 minute of worship Mark involved every
single child, and adult, who were gathered in Church that
morning and made them feel part of the service. How
many other congregations on Good Friday morning were
actually shown a representation of the last supper table,
the cross and the empty tomb in a way that they could
really understand what was meant by them? Mark
included the children in bringing bread and wine to the table, explaining what happened in
Jesus’s life and why we remember it to this day. Every child present brought a daffodil to
the cross to demonstrate love for Jesus. Children then brought a candle to the tomb to
remember that Jesus is the Light of the World. This involvement has been so characteristic
of Mark’s approach during all his services, a desire to teach and lead through shared
experience. On Good Friday morning Mark used one of his two puppets, Peggy, to both
entertain and educate the children from the pulpit, again just fantastic to witness the
children’s enjoyment and engagement. This is also a good point at which to thank Jo-Anne
for her amazing involvement; once again on Good Friday Jo-Anne was present in a
supporting role, this time being the voice and operator of Peggy. The behind the scenes
work on the script for these puppet shows is significant and to have the confidence and
drive to undertake this task is a special skill, thank you Jo-Anne for all you have done.
As a child I went to church services in Peterborough with my primary school. To this day
the only thing I remember clearly was the entertaining nature of the Vicar’s name (Canon
Ball). I doubt very much that the children of the Priory Church could say the same, having
been to Mark’s services! Thank you, Mark for your wonderful contribution over the last
three years to our Good Friday children’s worship, you have been an inspiration.
At this stage I am always concerned that I will forget to thank someone, so apologies
upfront! The service would not have been complete without the wonderful hymns – this
year we enjoyed ‘Lord of the Dance’ and ‘Give me Joy in my Heart’. Thank you, Philip, for
an early start to the morning and for playing the organ for us.
We then safely moved the 51 children present
over to the Church Hall and in the course of the
next hour and a half they made over 700 items
of craft! The boxes have never been as full as
they were this year and it really was a pleasure
to see the happiness of the children. As Good
Friday fell in middle of the school Easter
holidays, we were slightly down on volunteers
this year due to holiday commitments, so it
really is a very big thank you to everyone who helped on the craft and cookery stalls, you
all worked so hard to make sure that the children got the maximum enjoyment from the
morning. This year the children took home decorated cakes and chocolate Easter nests,
lovely rabbit napkin holders containing a much coveted Cadbury’s cream egg, Easter cards
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and decorated hanging crosses and Easter baskets containing chocolate eggs. A new item
much enjoyed this year was bright yellow and pink rabbit and chick sunglasses, very cute!
The children enjoyed making necklaces, coloured beautiful stained glass wind chimes and
bright flower arrangements. We were keen, as usual, to have several enduring items to
take home so I’m happy to report that on
my kitchen windowsill there are eight
sunflower plants alive and well.
In
addition, there were some great rabbit egg
holders (made from paper plates!) and one
final ‘lucky dip’ craft of the children’s
choice – an amalgamation of goodies from
our craft cupboard and testament that
even in a plaster cast and working alone,
Jill Ironside can keep squabbles firmly at
bay!
As well as individual items, it’s really important to us that the children take part in a
collective activity in the Hall focused on something that can be displayed in Church. This
year Jan organised the children to decorate a beautiful flower cross arrangement which
was mounted on the wall of the Church near the altar. Ted also took the opportunity to
involve the children in making some special leaving gifts for Mark (this also gave Ted the
chance to demonstrate how fast he can run, when required, as Mark arrived back into the
Hall following his attendance at the Witness Walk and approached the area in which Ted
had left the said items to dry!!)
Thank you to EVERYONE who helped with the craft activities, you did an amazing job; a
special thank you to all the teenagers (at least nine of you) who got up much earlier than
you otherwise would have done, I suspect, for your assistance.
Another very special thank you to those who once again took on the roles of responsibility
– our wonderful Deeping First Responders Russell and Graham who are such a reassuring
presence given the large number of people in a confined space. Thank you to Martin and
Paul who sign the children in and out and guard the
door (chilly area in which to be) throughout the event,
so important to the safe running of the morning.
Thank you to Johanna and Lynn who worked so very
hard in the kitchen on the refreshments this year and
thank you once again to Rainbow Market Deeping for
the kind donation of the hot cross buns that we all
enjoy – not a crumb left by the end!
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And finally, a big thank you to everyone in the
congregation for your generous donations of
chocolate, for both the activities and the raffle –
we could not make the morning viable without this
support, it is so thoughtful of you all.
For me, the Good Friday activities are an annual
reminder of how kind and welcoming our church
community can be and how we do pull together to
make these special events happen. The children’s
group Leaders always receive very positive feedback about Good Friday children’s worship;
this week at the Scout Hut a mum whose little boy attended for the first time told me how
much he had enjoyed the service and the pleasure that the items he took home gave him
over Easter. This must be our focus and a fitting tribute to Mark’s all too short time at The
Priory Church, to actively encourage and welcome newcomers to our church family, not
just at Easter and Christmas, but at all times of the year.
Lisa

Mission Matters

This is Your Mission!
Thank you so much for all your generous support. During the past year, together we’ve
raised over £1,000. Donations have been sent to CMS, Njoro, Stronger Together and the
Leprosy Mission. You can find details of these charities at the back of church.
Now we would like your help in another way. Please let us know your suggestions for
causes we could support in future. There are three main areas to consider: local, national
and international charities.
You don’t need to nominate three charities. We’ll consider all
your suggestions carefully. If your charity is not chosen this year,
it may well be selected in the future.
Slips will be available in church from the beginning of May, with
a post box. Many thanks in advance for your help. We look
forward to receiving your contributions.

The Mission Committee
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 Plant Sale – June 6th
The Mission Committee are planning a plant sale on 6th June. We shall have an expert on
hand to answer questions and Daphne Ledward from Spalding has agreed to come and
speak. There will also be a secondhand stall for gardening books and
other gardening equipment. If you have any items, surplus to
requirements, please bring them along on the day or contact a
member of the Mission Committee beforehand. We should welcome
your support, both in growing seedlings for sale and coming along on
the day.

 Knit and Natter.
The next Knit and Natter meeting will be on Wednesday, May 13th.
Victoria

Annual Parochial Church Meeting
At the time of going to press, the Annual Parochial Church Meeting had not taken place. A
report on the meeting and the election of Churchwardens and other officers will appear in
next month’s Priory News.
John

Easter Flowers - a “Thankyou”
Once again many thanks to everyone who helped in any way towards decorating the
church at Easter – it looked lovely. Special thanks to everyone who went the extra mile
because I (Pauline) couldn’t do much.
Christine and Pauline
Many thanks to everyone who gave me their good wishes and thoughts during my time off
in activity. Thank you.
Pauline

Photographs
We have received many photographs this month: some are from the children’s Good
Friday activities whilst others are of some of the beautiful flowers with which the church
was decorated over the Easter period. As a result we have produced a special cover in
colour for you to enjoy as our normal mono print cannot fully do justice to them.
Consequently, all the advertisements this month appear in the back pages.
John
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Rose and Sweet Pea Show
Just a quick reminder to everyone that the 2015 Rose and Sweet Pea Show will take place
on Saturday 27th June from 1pm- 4.30pm. Inevitably, we are looking for folks who are able
to come along and lend a hand on the day – it might be you could spare us some time to
help set up, or even stay and run a stall for a little while? It’s always great fun, and your
generous support is seriously appreciated. We have some new classes added into the
horticultural show programme this year, so if you are a budding photographer, artist or
baker, please check out the class lists in the programmes found in the back of church. As
always we have a couple of classes just for the children, so check the requirements and
start planning your masterpiece in lots of time!
If you have any questions, or feel you would be able to offer a little of your time, I would
love to hear from you, I can usually be found in the choir each Sunday morning,
Jill Ironside (01778 348483 or email me on jillironside@yahoo.com)
Jill

The Corpus Christi Chapel
Have you had a chance to look at the Corpus Christi Chapel since the beautiful new
furniture has arrived? If not, do have a look next time you are in church. In the meantime,
John Marsh has sent us the photograph below to give you some idea of what a difference
it has made - and all thanks to the generous donations received. We hope to dedicate the
new furniture in the near future.

Photo courtesy of John Marsh
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 Family Service, April 19th.
Our special All Age Service on Sunday 19th April was a joyful celebration of Revd Mark Thomson’s
time at The Priory Church. It was very fitting that Mark’s final service included many uplifting
moments and involved so many friends from our wider Parish community.
We enjoyed a wonderful selection
of music throughout the morning.
Deeping St James Community
Primary School were keen to wish
Mark well for the future and
pupils, supported by music
Teacher
Sarah
Young
and
Headteacher
Ian
Wilkinson,
performed two songs. The first, a
medley of ‘Amen’ and ‘This Little
Light of Mine’, was beautifully
performed and accompanied by
ukuleles. The second, ‘Count your
Blessings’ was both a timely
reminder and a chance for some
activity as the congregation were
encouraged to join in the fun. We are indeed blessed in the Deepings with our local schools and
in turn they have all been appreciative of Mark’s involvement and interest over the last three
years.
Next up was the children’s play once again brought
to us by the talented Fisk family. Ted and Jan,
assisted by Helena, James and Edward, James and
Alice and Steve, brought to life the story of the
fishermen.
Everyone enjoyed the modern
interpretation which culminated in Jesus cooking at
the BBQ for his friends. At all our family services
the children’s interaction with the Bible is a joy to
watch and this was no exception.
Throughout the morning the recently formed band
‘Psalm 98’ played for us, achieving an exceptional
standard of performance. The songs chosen were ‘Be Still’, ‘In Christ Alone’ and ‘Fishers of Men’
and I am sure everyone present will look forward with anticipation to their next appearance –
perhaps a concert in aid of the roof fund, maybe?
Mark’s sermon asked us to consider the dreams we have for our Church, emphasising the
opportunities ahead as we welcome Revd Sue in the coming weeks. We look forward to reading
the suggestions offered, a fitting tribute to Mark that we continue to challenge ourselves and
have high expectations for the future development of our Church.
Thanks to Roger, Hannah and Phillip for their involvement and everyone else who took part in
making this such a special service for Mark.
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Then to the finale, and what a roof raiser it was! By special request baritone soloist Bryan Jones
delighted the congregation with his powerful rendition of ‘Guide Me, O, Thou Great Redeemer’. I
don’t think the school children had ever heard anything like it! I don’t think the adults had ever
heard anything like it! Awesome.
When we thought the morning couldn’t get any more
exciting, step forward Ripley and Dillon! Yes, even the
donkeys wanted to say goodbye. Many thanks to
Steve Fisk for bringing them down to the churchyard
where they entertained the children for the next hour
with rides for all. It was a great reminder of the
Epiphany scene Mark staged in his garage back in
January.
In the meantime, the congregation enjoyed a fantastic
selection of cakes with tea and coffee thanks to the
Social Committee and others who had baked. On behalf of the congregation, Niccy presented
Mark with gifts and cards and the children, assisted by Ted on Good Friday, had made a memory
box. Jo-Anne was also thanked by everyone for her support and work, particularly in relation to
the management of the Church Hall. Mark reflected on his time with us and spoke movingly
about the friends he has made, thanking in particular Sonia for all her support.
From everyone at The Priory Church, thank you Mark and good luck to you, Jo-Anne, Hannah and
Louise for the future. As someone who will remain nameless wrote in your card, “Now Rev off”!

Lisa

An Australian Adventure
Chapter 3 - Uluru to Cairns
An overland journey of almost six hours
took us across bush and semi arid desert
to the ‘Sails in the Desert Hotel’ at Uluru.
As we approached, Graham, our driver
woke many sleeping passengers as he
hailed sight of Ayers Rock, known to
Aboriginal peoples as Uluru. It is without
doubt an awe inspiring sight. As the road
unwound before us it grew ever larger, a table top mountain of the reddest sandstone against a
clear, blue sky. What a magnificent natural phenomena.
We were scheduled for, what for us was to be one of the highlights of our trip, an Australian
dinner beneath the night sky in front of Ayers Rock and with insight on the constellations by a
local astronomer. How exciting, we had talked about it on and off on our journey only taking
slight note of Graham’s comment that the skies seemed a heavy blue. ‘Possible thunder clouds
massing’, he said. And so it transpired, a huge, electric storm took over the blue skies; grey
clouds scudded in on a wind that foretold our disappointment. Massive lightning sheets
trammeled the heavens and we watched from the lookout on the hotel roof as our evening
sunset dinner passed into obscurity.
Continued on page 14
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR MAY 2015
1st

Friday

Philip and James, Apostles
Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

2nd

Saturday

Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, 373

3rd

SUNDAY

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist (President: Revd. Sue Paterson)

4th

Monday

English Saints & Martyrs of the Reformation Era

5th

Tuesday

9:00 am

Clergy Chapter at Thurlby

7th

Thursday

9:30 am
10:30 am
7:45 pm

Holy Communion
Home Communions
Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Annual Dinner

8th

Friday

Julian of Norwich, Spiritual Writer, 1417
Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

9th

Saturday

10:00 am
2:00 pm

10th

SUNDAY

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
9:00 am
Holy Communion (said)
10:00 am
Family Service

11th

Monday

Rogation Day

12th

Tuesday

Rogation Day

13th

Wednesday

Rogation Day

14th

THURSDAY

ASCENSION DAY
7:30 pm
Sung Eucharist

15th

Friday

Matthias the Apostle
Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

17th

SUNDAY

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (Sunday after Ascension)
10:00 am Sung Eucharist
6:00 pm
Choral Evensong
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Spring Coffee Morning in the Church Hall
Wedding of Philip Haw & Janet Morley

18th

Monday

7:30 pm

PCC meeting preceded by Holy Communion

19th

Tuesday

Dunstan, Archbishop of Canterbury, 988

20th

Wednesday

Alcuin of York, Abbot of Tours, 804

21st

Thursday

Helena & Constantine, Protectors of the Holy Places, 330 & 337
9:30 am
Holy Communion
7:45 pm
Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Flower Demonstration

22nd

Friday

Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

24th

SUNDAY

PENTECOST
10:00 am

Sung Eucharist

25th

Monday

The Venerable Bede, Monk of Jarrow, Scholar, Historian, 735

26th

Tuesday

Augustine, first Archbishop of Canterbury, 605

28th

Thursday

9:30 am

29th

Friday

Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

30th

Saturday

Josephine Butler, Social Reformer, 1906
3:00 pm
Wedding of Alan Woods & Gillian Maynard

31st

SUNDAY

TRINITY SUNDAY
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist
12:30 pm
Baptisms of twins, Jack William & Izzie Rose Walden

1st

Monday

The Visit of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth

3rd

Wednesday

7:30 pm

Deanery Synod in the Ness Group: Thurlby

4th

Thursday

9:30 am
10:30 am
7:45 pm

Holy Communion
Home Communions
Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Beauty Retreat

5th

Friday

Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

6th

Saturday

Mission Committee Plant Sale

Holy Communion

June
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Continued from page 11
Next morning at 4.00 am we rose and took the coach for our sunrise walk and viewing of Uluru.
The skies remained cloudy however, and the sunrise we had anticipated, though not the
brightest, left us in no doubt of the spiritual importance to the local people of this wonder. As we
walked closer, with Graham leading us around the foot of the mountain, the silence deepened
and enveloped us as we paused to feel the magic that is Uluru. The silence was palpable, not a
footfall, not a bird, not a movement of air, for now the sun was rising higher and at 9.00 am the
temperature hovered at 36C. Our walk for over an hour took us around a part of the mountain to
see cave paintings, some three to four hundred years old; to see the sights that are spiritual for
the Aborigines but where photography is banned; and indeed to get close enough to caress this
huge rock. The shapes, surfaces, sheer sides and patterns on its surface tell of ages worn by wind
and rain leaving its surface strangely softened and smoothed by time.
The cultural centre was a pleasant cool respite from the
burning sun that had risen high in the sky rocketing the
temperature to 43C. We saw film of the lifestyles of the
people, their food from the desert, their skills in
producing clothing, wooden artifacts and tasty meals to
provide a lifestyle so alien to us and so admirable. The
walk back to the coach took us past the only watering
hole remaining in the area containing water and which
dingoes seek at night and which is protected by rangers
with CCTV cameras. Gazing at the desert floor ahead of
us and protruding from a hole in the ground we spied a
desert native the Thorny Toad – a creature whose habitat
fits his camouflage and spiny protective coat.
Our departure was mixed, for many of us felt a loss not having witnessed the magnificence of the
sunset over Uluru and as we travelled overland to Connan Airport wistful backward glances were
taken. We hope we will return.
A two and a half hour flight with yet another adjustment of our watches brought us to the city of
Cairns in the north of this great continent. After a night time tour of the city we arrived tired, but
hungry at the Hilton Hotel and after a swift change into fresh clothes we found a local restaurant
and fell hungrily on chicken salads, cool beers and wine. We were soon into bed and slept easily.
I awoke early, time zones take no account of human frailty and as the light crept into the room I
slipped from the cool quilt and huge bed and peeped through the drapes. The sight that met my
eyes was breathtaking. Dark blue skies still fringed with pink clouds and night shadows nestled
over the waterfront of the huge river that made its way to the ocean. White sailing boats and
launches dotted the water that took on a silver shimmer in the growing light. A huge backdrop of
forested mountains crested the horizon. It was truly magnificent and even now draws a lump to
my throat as I recall that first moment of Cairns in its entire splendour. The day stretched before
us one of the busiest and memorable with its variety and stunning beauty of this part of the
country.
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We made our way to the nearby Kuranda Railway, a line built up
into the mountain range that was built in the early 1900’s to
bring water from the mountain lake and produce, fruit, bulbs,
tomatoes, vegetables all familiar to us in the UK down from the
temperate climate area in the mountains to the city markets
below. It was a tortuous climb as the steam train threaded its
way around hair pin bends, through sheer rock faces and over
deep ravines to the lake above, which was the water source for
the towns in the valley below. Kuranda Station welcomed us
with its unique Victorian style, painted, lacework ironwork and
its beautiful, hanging gardens and brightly, blossoming trees.
The walk up to the town was precipitous, but worth every step
as it flattened out into a tree lined street of brightly painted
wooden and fretwork fronted shops, each attracting the many
tourists drawn to purchase Aboriginal artifacts and, of course, the
Australian opals in all shades and sizes plus the unique pink
diamond mined only in South Australia. We visited the superb,
open air sanctuary of Australian birds and marveled at the huge
variety of coloured parrots, parakeets, finches and the stately
herons and egrets. A bird lover’s delight.
Our journey down the mountain after our morning’s adventure
was via the Kuranda Skyrail built in the last ten years to take a
direct route down the mountains over the canopy of the treetops. It is without doubt a journey
of spectacular vistas down the tree covered mountain sides, over the famous hydro-electric
power station at Barron Gorge Waterfalls, over the tree canopy where silence is broken by the
countless calls of the Tree Frogs, across the valley floor and out to the ocean. What a beautiful
journey, a stunning day.
The next day we walked aimlessly the streets and coastal waterfront of the city of Cairns. A
clean, relaxed city with lovely, open parklands, accessible shops and parking, café culture to die
for, a lovely art gallery, museum, and the most amazing open air infinity pool from ankle to head
depth rubbing shoulders with an artificial beach with gas barbecues, seating areas and tree
shaded lawns; all provided by the city, free for all its inhabitants. WOW! If only, climate aside,
Britain could provide such opportunities for its population. We ended our day with a walk along
the boardwalk at the river’s edge into the harbour, where the rich, moored their launches and
sailing boats. From the fantastic to the regular they held fascination for landlubbers like Jim and
me. Maybe in another life?
We enjoyed our afternoon photographing local birdlife, egrets, the Great White amongst them,
Peaceful doves, Friarbirds pecking at the tree fruits and the shouting calls of the Thick-Knee, yes
its really a bird and the swerving flight of the Welcome Swallows. Our last evening in Cairns was
spent at ‘The Salthouse’ on the water’s edge, dining in the open air – such a treat to experience
the outdoors so regularly for eating under the starred sky foretelling a fine day again tomorrow.
We left Cairns with great fondness, our favorite place to date and made our way along the coastal
road north to the Thala Rainforest and Thala Cove Forest Village set in a banana plantation, on
the coast, in the hills of the rainforest. We spied it as we curved the bend overlooking the
15

sweeping ocean, with white crested rollers breaking on the shore. We could not believe the
setting; superb and so welcome after the buzz of city life.
As we pulled into the drive we were
greeted by staff at the village setting
expertly taking away cases that we next
saw in our bungalows. We were ushered
into a hotel lobby with circling fans,
stunning flower arrangements and a
curved wooden stairway that led up into
the dining room and lounge that had
open sides overlooking the tree canopy
and out to the blue ocean and skyline.
Behind us the sheer forested mountains
swept down to the water’s edge.
Lorikeets and Friarbirds flew below us
drinking from water pipes and pecking
voraciously at pieces of fruit left by the
staff. What a welcome and only surpassed by the setting and the offer of an individual coconut
complete with additional rum and a straw. What a treat! Pinch me someone I can’t believe we
are here!!!!
We walked along the pathways to find our individual bungalows down flagged steps to spy
wooden bungalows nestling amongst the eucalyptus trees. Opening the door, sheer delight as
the most beautiful home for the next two days lay before us. Sparkling highly polished wooden
floors and matching furniture, heavy drapes and matching quilt covers leading to double doors
onto a balcony looking out into the trees. What luxury and so peaceful with only the sounds of
the forest and its life.
After a refreshing snack and coffee we left to explore the village and plantation. We set off on a
route signed through the rainforest seeing orange backed lizards, beautiful butterflies, varieties
of birds new to us and huge trees. We gradually realized we had wandered off the path and
become lost in the forest. Following a circuitous path, tiptoeing over fallen branches and leaves,
seeing ribbons tied to trees, we walked parallel to the breeze coming from the ocean we could
hear in the distance. After ninety minutes we came out onto a sandy stretch of beach with huge
coconut trees slung with hammocks, a thatched bar and a cove that stretched along a white,
sandy shore and blue seas. What a heart stopping sight! We stayed and listened to the ocean
and relaxed, stirring toes in the warm sand as sleep took us for a few moments. A place of peace.
That night we dressed formally for dinner in the treetop restaurant and were welcomed with
cocktails as the sun sank over the crest of the mountains painting the sky pink and golden as the
nighttime shadows fell. Our Australian Signature Dinner began with crisp, white wine poured into
crystal glasses surrounded by candle lit tables. Pigeon breast followed by Kangaroo steaks,
Barramundi fish, coconut and banana panacotta and exotic fruits, cheeses and glorious Cabernet
Sauvignon left us all feeling replete and ready for our sumptuous beds amongst the forest
bungalows. No one could have imagined such a day on God’s beautiful earth amongst stunning
vistas and welcome new friends. Tomorrow Port Douglas and the Great Barrier Reef.

Carole Dyehouse
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Cooking with Margaret
Rhubarb Streusel Tart
Ingredients:

Method:

For The Pastry.
115g Butter, diced
225g Plain Flour
80g Icing Sugar
a pinch of Salt
1 Large Egg
A few drops of vanilla extract.

First make the pastry by rubbing the butter into the
flour, icing sugar and salt until the mixture resembles
breadcrumbs. Make a well in the middle and add the
egg and the vanilla extract. Gradually work the mixture
in from the edges and mix to a smooth dough. Wrap in
cling film and place in the fridge for 30 minutes.

For the Filling.
675g Tender Rhubarb, trimmed
and cut into 2-5cm pieces
25g Stem of ginger in syrup
(diced optional)
50g Soft Brown Sugar.
For the Streusel
50g Butter, diced
50g Ground Almonds
3 Tablespoons Wholemeal Flour
50g Demerara Sugar.

Preheat oven to Gas 5/190 C. Roll out pastry to fit a
greased 25 cm loose bottomed flan tin and prick the
base with a fork. Scatter the Rhubarb pieces over the
pastry, followed by the ginger and sugar.
To make the Streusel topping, simply rub the butter
into the ground almonds, wholemeal flour and sugar
and sprinkle this all over the rhubarb.
Bake in the oven for about 25 minutes, until both the
streusel and pastry are crisp and golden brown.
Lovely served with ice cream or thick cream.

Registers for February & March
Baptisms:

We welcome into the Lord’s Family:

Feb. 1st

March 1st

Joshua Thomas Lawson
Jack Oliver Bruce
Joshua Harry Bruce
Isabella Rose Slaney

Funerals:

We commend to the Lord’s keeping:

March 24th

Kenneth James
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Rotas for May
Servers
May 3rd
May 10th
May 14th
May 17th
May 24th
May 31st
June 7th
Sidesmen
May 3rd
May 10th
May 14th
May 17th
May 24th
May 31st
June 7th

9:00 am
Geoff
Geoff

10:00 am
Nick & John
Paul
Simon & John
Simon & Paul
Nick & John
Paul

6:00 pm
Geoff
-

7:30 pm
Simon & John
-

C
D

Tim Hitchborn and Cled Bennett
Trevor Harwood and Kim Hallam

E
F
A
B

Bill and Margaret Flegg and Liz Bridgeman
Val Wilde, Doris Bellairs and Christine Masters
Jane Thompson and Adrian Hallam
Ann Meekings and Shelagh Fisher

Intercessions
May 3rd
May 10th
May 14th
May 17th
May 24th
May 31st
June 7th

9:00 am
Sonia Marshall
Sonia Marshall/
Sue Paterson

10:00 am
Niccy Fisher
Martin Fisher
Jo Astle
Tony Masters

Bread and Wine
May 3rd
Martin and Niccy Fisher
May 10th Cled and Ann Bennett
May 14th Caroline Herron and Linda Sellars
May 17th Pat Feek and Doris Warner
May 24th Bill and Margaret Flegg
May 31st Peter and Val Wilde
June 7th
Caroline Herron and Linda Sellars
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7:30 pm
Nick Drewett
-

Coffee
Val Wilde and Doris Bellairs
Johanna Jones and Jill Ironside
Ann Bennett & Penny Hebblewhite
John and Sue Marsh
Liz Spratley and Linda Sellars
Pat Feek and Doris Warner

Flowers
May 3rd Carole Mills
May 10th Ann Bennett
Christine
May 17th
Masters
May 24th Sue Marsh
May 31st Joan Dyke
June 7th Carole Mills

Cleaning
Apr 27th May 10th
May 11th 24th
May 25thJune 7th

Brasses
May 10th

Josie Waghorn and Joy Cunningham
Jean Shepherd & Doris Bellairs
Pat Feek & Doris Warner
Bill & Margaret Flegg

June 7th

Val Wilde & Sylvia Anderson

Readings and Readers for May
1st Reading
3rd

10th

14th

10:00
am

Acts 8:
26-40

9:00
am
10:00
am

Acts 10:
44-end
John 15:
9-17

7:30
pm

Acts 1:
1-11

1st
2nd
2nd Reader
Reader
Reading
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Jane
Thompson

1 John 4:
7-21

Tony
Masters

Gospel
John 15:
1-8

THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
John
1 John 5:
Victoria
Worthington
1-6
Worthington
Liz
Spratley
ASCENSION DAY
Jo
Ephesians 1:
Kate
Astle
15-end
Drewett

John 15:
9-17

Luke 24:
44-end

THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (Sunday after Ascension)
17th

10:00
am

24th

10:00
am

31st

10:00
am

June
7th

9:00
am
10:00
am

Acts 1:
15-17,21-end

Barry
1 John 5:
Bill
John 17:
Fisher
9-13
Flegg
6-19
DAY OF PENTECOST
Acts 2:
Caroline
Romans 8:
Martin
John 15:
1-21
Herron
22-27
Fisher
26-27. 16: 4-15
TRINITY SUNDAY
Isaiah 6:
Claire
Romans 8:
Roger
John 3:
1-8
Wadsworth
12-17
Bridgeman
1-17
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 5)
Genesis 3:
Cled
2 Corinthians 4:
Ann
Mark 3:
8-15
Bennett
13- 5:1
Bennett
20-end
Mark 3:
Lisa
20-end
Goodchild
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Letter from the
Bishop of Grimsby
Every now and again, for those of us who use ‘Facebook’, in
addition to finding out what our ‘friends’ are getting up to, an
article gets ‘posted’ that stops and makes you think. Such was the
following ‘A well-known atheist visited three churches in one day
…. this is what he made of it’ was the ‘post’. I opened and read on,
and was pleasantly surprised.
The ‘atheist’ in question was a man called Sanderson Jones, a
former stand-up comedian who leads the ‘Sunday Assembly’,
sometimes known as the ‘atheist church’, whose motto is ‘live
better, help often, wonder more’ – not a million miles away it
would seem to me from what we mean with our own ‘confident discipleship, joyful
service, faithful worship’.
In all three churches, he was impressed by the welcome he received, something he said
churches should rejoice in doing well.
In the first of three, in addition to the sheer physicality and experience of communion, ‘the
idea that the divine is in your mouth’ – his words, it was the attitude of inclusion, of being
drawn in, of ‘finding those moments of making sure that people feel included’ that spoke
most of all.
In the second it was the attention to detail in the worship, the use of modern creative arts,
of the clear giving of the best that they had, that spoke of the worth that Church clearly
gave to the one that it worshipped.
In the third it was the openness to a ‘mystical’ experience, an expectation of encounter
with a God who was there, the experience of being prayed for intimately by name, the
space provided for ’the reflective side of life’ something he believes to be undervalued by
our world at this time.
A positive experience from the churches he visited, from a man with no faith, but wanting
purpose and meaning for life. It begs the question, what would he find, if he visited us?

The Rt Revd Dr David Court
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