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A View From the  
Curate’s House 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
 

Christ is risen.  He is risen indeed.  Hallelujah! We have entered the season of Easter where 
we celebrate the sacrifice of Christ on the cross and his resurrection.  Isn’t it great that we 
now have a time to celebrate after the 40 days of Lent?  We can celebrate Easter; enjoy the 
festivities and the chocolate and the improving spring weather. 
 
Of course, as we look outside this country to the Middle East, Africa and elsewhere we 
become only too aware that for many people this is not a time of celebration and 
enjoyment. This month we will be given an opportunity to show our Christian love for those 
less fortunate than ourselves when Christian Aid week comes around.  This year Christian 
Aid week is from 11th to 17th May and the focus this year is on the growing number of 
people across the world for whom the horror of war is very much a part of daily life.   It is 
estimated that about 42 million people have been driven from their homes and become 
refugees as a result of warfare and sectarian violence.  No doubt you will have seen and 
heard the reports in the media about the millions of refugees who have fled to 
neighbouring countries from Syria, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, South Sudan and 
elsewhere. 

Christian Aid highlighted the success of last year’s response to the 2013 campaign in their 
newsletter: - 

“Last year, a magnificent 20,000 churches across the country helped raise over £12m 
for Christian Aid Week. Together we can send people living in fear this message: you 
are not alone. We’re with you, helping you to rebuild your lives, and working for 
peace.”  

As a church we have always been involved in collecting during Christian Aid week and I 
would encourage you all to continue to support the campaign.  For some of us this will be in 
our giving and in our prayers but we also need people who can spare some time to deliver 
and collect the envelopes for one or two of the streets in Deeping St James.  Can I ask you 
to consider volunteering to help with the collection so that we can continue to show our 
love for those less fortunate than ourselves?  If you would like more information about how 
to take part, please speak to Sonia or me. 

As we approach Christian Aid week let us pray, act and give generously to support the 
millions of displaced persons across the world. 

Every Blessing 

Revd Mark 
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Parish Directory 
Priest in Charge Vacancy- Please contact either Revd Sonia or Revd Mark  - see below  - 

Curate The Revd Sonia Marshall curate@dsj.org.uk 

Joint Curate with Market 
Deeping 

The Revd Mark Thomson revmarkthomson@stguthlacs.org.uk  

Churchwarden Martin Fisher churchwarden@dsj.org.uk 

Assistant Churchwardens 
Liz Spratley 
John Worthington 
Doris Bellairs 

 
 

 

Parochial Church Council   
Chairman Chris Halley  
Vice-Chairman Martin Fisher  
Hon. Secretary Roger Bridgeman  
Hon. Treasurer Simon Marshall treasurer@dsj.org.uk 
Covenant Secretary Peter Wilde  
Electoral Roll Officer Kim Hallam  

Synod Members   
Diocesan Synod Canon Niccy Fisher  

Deanery Synod 

The above plus  
The Reverend Sonia Marshall  
Simon Marshall  

Choir Master John Worthington music@dsj.org.uk 

Organist Philip Spratley organist@dsj.org.uk 

Organisations   
Bellringers Hilary Gentle ringers@dsj.org.uk 
Church Hall Bookings Jo-Anne Thomson churchhall@dsj.org.uk 
Church Ladies’ Fellowship Pat Abel  

Church Coffee Group 
Jane Thompson  
Margaret Flegg  

Church Flowers 
Pauline Brooksbank  
Christine Masters  

House Group Doris Warner  
Rose & Sweet Pea Show TBA roseandsweetpea@dsj.org.uk 

Junior Church Andrea Gamman juniorchurch@dsj.org.uk 

Priory News   

Editors 
Caroline Herron 
John Worthington 

priorynews@dsj.org.uk 

Advertising John Marsh  

Printing John Worthington  
Distribution Doris Bellairs  
Webmaster Adrian Hallam webmaster@dsj.org.uk  
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In this Month’s Priory News … 

 
Dear All, 

 
What a wonderful time 
of year this is!   Isn’t it 
amazing to see the fresh 
green leaves appear and 
to hear the dawn 

chorus?  After years of trying we have also managed to 
cultivate a bluebell - yes, just the one so I shan’t tell you 
where it is!   For me too it is also a wonderful time in the 
Church’s year as we revisit the story of Easter and I 
reflect on what it means to me. 
 
I notice that since it began, “Faithbook” has appeared 
every three months - not intentionally, it’s just worked 
out that way - and we are pleased that Jo-Anne has 
written a column for us this month. 
 
On the matter of the vacancy, we have nothing to report 
except to say that no appointment was made at the 
recent interviews.  Our Archdeacon will be meeting with 
the PCC again shortly to further discuss the situation. 
 
We have a bumper edition for you this month and there 
are several dates which you simply must put in your 
diaries.   
 
Preliminary details of this year’s Rose and Sweet Pea Show on June 28th appear in the 
following pages and raffle tickets are now available and finally, don’t forget the hog roast on 
Sunday, 20th July which is part of our St James’s Day celebrations.   
 

John 

 

It is good to see gooseberries back on the agenda 
in Margaret’s recipe - last year I never saw any. 

Our thanks to John Marsh for a beautiful splash of 
colour on the front cover this month. 

 

Church Calendar 12 

Cooking with Margaret 6 

Priory Church Social 
Committee 

7 

Diary Dates 5 

Directory  2 

Faithbook 9 

A View from the Curate’s 
House 

1 

Getting to Know You  18 

In This Month’s Priory News 3 

Letter  from the Bishop 24 

Good Friday Activities 11 

Lincoln Labyrinth Festival  20 

Mission Matters 4 

News from the Diocese 6 

Patrons, Parsons and Pipers 5&23 

Readers and Readings 22 

Poetry Corner 20 

Registers 10 

Rose and Sweet Pea Show 6 &8 

Reports from Church 
Groups 

7 

Rotas 21 

Tony’s Travels 16 

Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them 
coming. Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be 
accompanied by authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We 
will not publish the names of children pictured unless specifically requested 
to do so by their parents or guardians. 
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860      priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
Please let us have your contributions for the June edition of Priory News BEFORE the 

deadline of Friday 23rd May. Thank you. 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Reports from Church Groups 
 

Mission Matters 
 

 Knit and Natter 

 
The next Knit and Natter Meeting will take place at Cranmore 
Farmhouse on Thursday, May 22nd. at 7:30 pm.  
 
 
 

 

 Mission Committee Annual Report 2013-2014 
 

The Mission Committee has branched out in its activities this year.  An Art and Flower event 
was held in May , involving large numbers of people both from our church family, and other 
groups and individuals also.  I think visitors to the church were impressed by both the art 
and the flower displays.  We were fortunate that Karen Neale agreed to open the event.  A 
grand total of £829.62 was made during the weekend , the total being boosted by proceeds 
from  a concert given by Freshe Ayre on the Sunday, a very generous donation and the sale 
of some of the art. 
 

July saw the return of the Music and Poetry Evening and then in November came a new 
venture,The Old Time Music Hall.  This was very well supported on the night, and members 
of the cast gave their time and very varied skills most generously.  
 

During Lent  this year the committee have run Soup and Sandwich lunches. We have had a 
small but very loyal group of customers and have raised over £270.00 
 

As a result of our fund raising this year, we have been able to send donations to Syrian 
Relief, The Red Cross, Global Vision, The Deepings Food Bank, The Philippines Typhoon 
Appeal, Stronger Together and Thorpe Hall, representing local, national and international 
charities. 
 

Our non fund raising activities continue and the Knit and Natter group’s recent project to 
knit trauma bears has been particularly well supported with donations of bears from many 
people. 
 

The committee would like to thank everyone who has supported its activities this year and 
looks forward to seeing them at future events.  

Victoria  
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Dates for your Diary 
 

 Patrons, Parsons and Pipers... personalities in the life of the Priory 
Church 

 

Sunday May 11th at 3.00pm.  A talk given by Revd. Sonia Marshall on the personalities in the 
life of the Priory Church, with musical illustrations performed by Freshe Ayre and the Priory  
Church Choir 
 

Tickets £5.00 to include refreshments. 
 

 Afternoon Tea on Saturday June 7th at 2.30pm 
 

Come and enjoy afternoon tea in the church hall and gardens.  
 

 Parish Fun Lunch on Sunday July 20th 
 

You are invited to a hog roast in the church hall gardens to celebrate St James’ Day. Please 
bring family and friends to help us celebrate with food, childrens’ games and other 
activities.  Tickets will be available nearer the time but please make a note of the date. 
 

 Deepings Churches Together  - Lakeside Early Morning Breakfast 
Service  

 

Sunday May 4th. Meet at Deepings Lakes Nature Reserve car park 6.50 a.m. to walk to the 
lake.  Service starts 7 a.m.  Celebrate together the meeting of Jesus with his disciples after 
the resurrection, on the lake shore early in the morning.  The short service will include 
silence to listen to the lake’s teeming life, and a shared breakfast followed by a guided walk 
of the reserve.  Please wear appropriate clothing, bring some simple food and drink to share 
for breakfast together, and a blanket or seats if you need them. There is no toilet there. 
Collection for Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust.  
 

Some communities have a hill to go up to worship together. We don’t have a hill in Deeping 
– but we have got a beautiful lake!  
 

Any questions? - ring William Booker on 01778 380195  
 

 An Invitation 
 

You are invited to NANCY’S BIRTHDAY DROP-IN at the Church Hall on Sat . 31st May 
between 11am and 4pm . for the launch of her book “SWIFT TO TELL”.  Tales of family and 
village life in 1920’s and 30’s.  Profits from sale of the book towards Church Hall Kitchen 
Fund and the Lady Chapel Restoration. 

Anthea     
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News from the Diocese 

 The Archdeacons’ Visitation 
 

The service for the Deaneries of Stamford and Elloe West will be held in our church at 7.30 pm on 
Tuesday, May 13th.  Services are held annually for each Archdeacon to hear churchwardens take 
their annual oath of office.  Each Archdeacon will also deliver his or her 'charge' to churchwardens 
and the services are an opportunity for churchwardens to network with wardens and clergy from 
other parishes. 
 

 Your Church Needs You! 
 

The annual Priory Church Rose and Sweet Pea Show will take 
place on Saturday 28 June 2014. This is one of the major 
fundraising events of the year, and is an important day in both 
the life of the Priory Church and of the wider village 
community. As always, the event relies upon the help and 
support of many willing volunteers. If you think you would be 
able to play a part in this year’s Rose and Sweet Pea Show, 
please contact Jill Ironside on 01778 348483, or email on 
jillironside@yahoo.com.  

Cooking with Margaret: 
Gooseberry Fool 

Ingredients: 
 
450g Ripe gooseberries, 
topped and tailed  
 
170g Caster sugar 
 
225ml Double cream,  
Whipped 
 
Grated zest of 1 small orange 
 
2 Elderflower heads 
(optional) 
 

Method: 
 

Put the gooseberries and sugar in a pan, cover and 
simmer for 10-15 minutes until tender. (One or two 
heads of elderflower, tied in a muslin cloth, can be boiled 
with the gooseberries to counteract the acidity.)  
 
Allow to cool. 
 
Put through a blender or rub through a sieve, then fold in 
the cream and grated orange zest.  
 
Spoon into individual dishes, chill and serve with wafer 
thin biscuits. 
 
Serves 6 

 

mailto:jillironside@yahoo.com
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Other Reports and News 
 Priory Church Social Committee 

 
On Saturday 5th April the Social Committee members of the Priory Church provided lunch 
for members of the local community as part of the Churches Together Lent Lunches. The 
lunch consisted of a selection of homemade soups served with freshly baked bread and 
cheese followed by tea or coffee. The lunch raised £143.80 and those attending are thanked 
for their support. 

Bill Flegg 

 Social Committee Annual Report  for 2013/2014  
(As prepared for presentation to the Annual Parish Church Meeting on April 8th.) 

 
Members: Tim Hitchborn (Chairman), Bill Flegg, Margaret Flegg, Trevor Harwood, Jane 
Harwood, Linda Sellars, Janet Lill, Johanna Jones.  
 
The 2013/2014 programme has seen another busy year for your Social Committee. We 
meet regularly usually on a Wednesday evening at 8.00 p.m. and currently at Johanna's 
house. We would be pleased to welcome new members.  
 
Our year began by providing refreshments for one day of the Railway Exhibition.  This was 
followed by our fund raising coffee morning for Christian Aid.  In the summer we organised 
a farewell lunch for The Reverend Janet Donaldson and also provided refreshments for two 
large groups of U3A visitors.  
 
The Autumn season commenced with all the usual events. A delicious Harvest Lunch was 
cooked by Margaret followed by the Auction of produce.  This was quickly followed by All 
Souls Service, Remembrance Service and Children in Need Coffee Morning which together 
filled up November for the Social Committee members.  
 
Future events (at going to press) include the traditional Pancake Party on Shrove Tuesday 
and Lent Lunch on April 5th which is part of our Churches Together Initiative. We will also 
be welcoming the Students Cross Pilgrimage at the Church Hall on April 14th providing 
refreshments for 30 pilgrims.  
 
We hope that you will enjoy the teas and coffees tonight at the Annual PCC meeting and 
Election of Church Wardens.  

Janet Lill  
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 Rose and 
Sweet Pea 
Raffle 

  

Easter is over and so it is 
time to look forward to 
the Rose and Sweet Pea 
Show and already lots of 
lovely prizes have been 
donated for the Raffle! 
This is a major fund 
raiser for the Church 
and many of the 
congregation have for 
many years given their 
time to sell tickets to 
their friends, colleagues, 
relations and 
neighbours! Many 
people are pleased to 
help the Church in this 
way. Until I helped with 
the Raffle last year I 
didn't realise how much 
work some people do put into the sale of tickets and so this year the person to sell the most 
tickets will have a personal thank you pressie from me! Tickets are available after Church 
one Sunday soon and those who have been on the list before will be asked to help again. As 
people move on though, it is important to get new raffle ticket sellers and so if you are able 
please do let me know and I will arrange for some to be given to you - and if you have some 
and would consider selling more then that would be good too. This year I have ordered 
2,500 tickets and so if we sell them all we could make £1,250 although this maybe slightly 
less if we don't get a monetary donation for the cash prize or the printing paid for.  An array 
of super prizes including a painting from Anne Smart, a frame from Black Cab Framing as 
well as a specially commissioned mosaic from the Box of Frogs and the usual treats and 
vouchers!  So I do hope that this year will be one in which we have a very special and very 
successful raffle!  Please be in touch on 348859 if you would like some tickets to sell or 
email me on judy.stevens1@btopenworld.com  

 Judy Stevens 

 

  

mailto:judy.stevens1@btopenworld.com
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Faithbook 

 
[It was in February that we 
last included our occasional 
series in the Faithbook 
column with Bet 
Washbrooke’s contribution.  
We are grateful to Jo-Anne 

Thomson who this month tells us something about her faith.  
Thank you very much, Jo-Anne.] 
 
I spent my first ten years of life travelling between the country of my birth, Guyana, and the 
UK. As a family we made no fewer than five inter-country moves as my parents initially gave 
up on the cramped bedsits, the cold days and homesickness in London to return ‘home’ to 
Guyana where the days were hot and long but careers hard to find. We came back and forth 
a number of times before settling finally in Eltham, London. 
 
On my first return trip to Guyana, aged two, I was accompanied by a close family friend, and 
went to live with my beloved grandmother, whilst my parents stayed in the UK coping with 
two younger children and too little space.  My very first memories of church and hymns are 
inextricably linked with my grandmother. We attended the Catholic Church every Sunday 
and, after having my First Holy Communion aged 7, I was taught how sacred the act of 
taking Communion was. So sacred that we were not allowed to have breakfast before 
Communion and as a result, I remember struggling to swallow the dry Communion ‘wafer’ 
then being ravenous by the time I returned home, more than ready for breakfast!  
 
However the biggest influence on me was the fact that, although my grandmother had a 
very tough life, she had such a strong and evident faith. She worked tirelessly from before 
dawn ‘til late into the night, singing the most wonderful hymns whilst doing her many 
chores and tasks, and looking after a multi-generational household. Although she would 
have been considered ‘poor’ by conventional standards, she always insisted that she was 
rich, because God she had been abundantly blessed by God. She constantly showed God 
her thankfulness by singing those hymns that mean so much to me now: ’What a Friend we 
have in Jesus’, ‘How Great Thou Art’ and, especially, ‘Blessed Assurance’ because of the 
lyrics ‘praising my Saviour all the day long’. She was, and remains, the most amazing 
witness of Saint Paul’s words: Give thanks in all circumstances  
 
When my Grandmother died, aged 92, in 2006, she said she was ‘ready to be with Jesus’, 
and was so certain that this was where she was going. I was dreading viewing her body, but 
when I did, I felt an overwhelming sense of God saying she was indeed with her friend 
‘Jesus’. It was surreal but indescribably wonderful to feel this so palpably. This deepened 
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my faith but also made me yearn to have the unshakeable, mature faith of my 
grandmother. 
 
I feel truly blessed that my Mother is a ‘chip off the old block’, whose faith I have seen grow 
to a level I can only aspire to. As many of you know, she is undergoing treatment for 
stomach cancer and yet amidst the many emotions she displays, what I see each day is that 
she remains prayerful, thankful, and only asks for prayers, nothing more. She is confident 
that, whatever the outcome, ‘God is in charge’ and that everything is in ‘divine order’. 
 
God has intervened so evidently in my life to keep me close to Him, and keep me growing in 
my faith. One of the most remarkable interventions was providing a Scottish ‘son of the 
manse’ to be my husband! This meant I was also provided with the wonderful Christian 
witness of my Church of Scotland father-in –law, who served as a Minister for over 60 years, 
bringing countless people to faith. He also conducted our wedding, so God really challenged 
me to make sure I could say my vows both before my Father in Heaven and my Father-in –
law! Since we met, Mark and I have regularly worshipped at churches of many 
denominations: Methodist, United Reform, Church Of England, Church of Scotland, Baptist, 
and tried many others, learning at each and every one. 
 
The intervention I hadn’t bargained for was God’s audacious plan to make Mark and me to 
want to embrace His love so much that, a few years ago, we both gave up our long-term 
careers for me to join The Leprosy Mission Christian Charity and for him to train as a Vicar. I 
became an accidental Vicar’s wife, finding myself, yet again, at the bottom of a very steep 
learning curve! 
 
I am so thankful that God has provided me with such powerful witnesses throughout my 
life. To me, my Grandmother, Mother and Father-in-law’s faithbooks are beautifully 
illustrated page-turners, whereas mine is still in draft form. But I have learnt, however, who 
the author is.  

Jo-Anne 

 

Registers for January/February/March 
 
Funerals: We commend to God’s keeping 
Jan 16th  Irene Priscilla Shinkins 
  Rhoda Coddington 
Mar 12th  Harry Cameron Pywell 
Mar 18th  Interment of Ashes of Iris Cooper 
  Interment of Ashes of Julie Blessett 
 
Baptisms:  We welcome into the Lord’s family 
Feb 2nd  Logan Elliot Hall 
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 Children’s Good Friday Activities  
 

The Good Friday Children’s Church 
Service and Activities has become 
one of the highlights of the 
Children’s Church year for all those 
involved and our 2014 Worship 
was especially enjoyable.   
 
Sixty primary school age children, 
plus a similar number of adults and 
teenagers (and a very smiley 
baby), attended and thoroughly 
enjoyed a wonderful service, 
planned by Revd. Mark and 

Andrea.  The story of Easter was told in an extremely understandable way for children, with 
lots of symbols filling up the Church to act as a visual explanation.  These included a table, 
wine and bread, the cross (which was later filled with daffodils) and a large, empty tomb, lit 
with a candle to highlight to the children that that Jesus is the Light of the World.    
 
A collective gasp echoed around 
the Church when the now 
familiar puppets, Mickey and 
Peggy, jumped up in the pulpit 
to question, in depth, Father 
Mark about the meaning of 
Easter.  They even managed to 
surprise him with a small 
seasonal gift hidden on the 
lectern (he wasn’t expecting 
that!) 
 
The hymns ‘Who Put the Colours 
in the Rainbow?’ and ‘Give me 
Joy in my Heart’ were chosen especially for their familiarity to the children as popular 
School hymns and they went down so well that we spontaneously sang the latter one twice!  
A tradition in this service is for the children to each process and place a daffodil onto the 
cross in remembrance of Jesus.  This year, after placing the flower, a beautifully decorated 
Prayer Box was given to each child by Revd. Mark as a symbol of the gift of prayer.  The box 
containing the following verse: 

 

Continued on page 14 
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CHURCH  CALENDAR FOR MAY 2014 

 

1st Thursday PHILIP AND JAMES, APOSTLES 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion  
   10:30 am Home Communions 
   7:45 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Line dancing 
 

2nd Friday  Athanasius, Bishop 
   Practice Night: 
   6:45 pm  Choir 
   7:30 pm   Ringers 
 

4th  SUNDAY THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

   9:00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:00 am Family Service 
 

6th Tuesday 7:30 pm  Confirmation Class at 16 Church Street 
 

8th Thurday Julian of Norwich, Spiritual Writer, 1417 
   9:30 am   Holy Communion 
   10:00 am  Spring Coffee Morning 
 

9th Friday  Practice Night: 
   6:45 pm  Choir 
   7:30 pm   Ringers 
 

10th Saturday 7:30 pm  Concert by Divers Voyces in the Priory Church 
 

11th  SUNDAY FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
   3:00 pm  Patrons, Parsons & Pipers in the Priory Church 
 

12th Monday 7:30 pm  PCC meeting at 14 Church Street 
 

13th Tuesday 9:00 am  Deanery Clergy Chapter at Spalding 
   7:30 pm  Archdeacon’s Visitation: Priory Church DSJ 
 

14th Wednesday MATTHIAS THE APOSTLE 
   7:30 pm  Confirmation Class at 16 Church Street 
 

15th  Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion 
   7:30 pm  Wedding rehearsal 
   7:45 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Clocks and Watches 
 

16th Friday  Practice Night: 
   6.45 pm  Choir  
   7:30 pm   Ringers 
 

17th Saturday 1:00 pm  Wedding of Steven Hebdon & Natalie Bottom 
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18th  SUNDAY FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist followed by Christian Aid 
      Coffee Morning 
   6:00 pm  Choral Evensong 
 

19th  Monday Dunstan, Archbishop of Canterbury, Restorer of Monastic Life, 988 
 

20th  Tuesday Alcuin of York, Abbot of Tours, 804 
   7:30 pm  Confirmation Class at 16 Church Street 
 

21st Wednesday 7:30 pm  Deanery Synod 
 

22nd  Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion 
 

23rd   Friday   Practice Night: 
   6.45 pm  Choir  
   7:30 pm   Ringers 
 

24th Saturday John & Charles Wesley, Evangelists, Hymn Writers, 1791 & 1788 
 

25th SUNDAY SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 

26th Monday Augustine, first Archbishop of Canterbury, 605 
   Rogation Day 
 

27th  Tuesday Rogation Day 
   7:30 pm  Confirmation rehearsal 
 

28th Wednesday Rogation Day 
 

29th THURSDAY ASCENSION DAY 
   (No morning Communion Service this week) 
   7:30 pm  Sung Eucharist for Ascension 
   7:30 pm  Confirmation Service: Spalding St Mary & St Nicholas 
 

30th  Friday  Josephine Butler, Social Reformer, 1906 
   Practice Night: 
   6.45 pm  Choir  
   7:30 pm   Ringers 
 

31st Saturday The Visit of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth 
 

JUNE 
 

1st SUNDAY SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

   9:00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:00 am Family Service with Holy Baptism 
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Continued from page 11 

Loving Father, on this day 
Make us happy in our play, 

Kind and helpful, playing fair, 
Letting others have a share. 

Amen 
 
Whilst many of the children who attend our Good 
Friday service are regular churchgoers, at both our 
Church and others, I am sure that readers will 
agree that this it is wonderful to have introduced 
this idea to all the children present – a little place 
to keep their written prayers, worries, questions 
and dreams.   
 
Following the service our fantastic team of adult 
and teenage helpers (36 in all this year, thanks to 
each and every one of you) took charge and 
shepherded the children over to the Hall for a full 
morning of fun and enjoyment.  All children (and a 
good number of adults and teenagers too) had the 
chance to make 14 individual items of craft or 
cookery and by my reckoning over 800 items were 
created during the session, lovingly placed into 
everyone’s individual box of goodies.  Whilst the 
Leaders, and the children, always love the favourite traditional items such as the Easter 
cards, flower arrangements and chocolate nests, we always try to find something new, and 

this year it was the Easter snow globes and the 
beautiful painted ceramic birds, ready to hang 
on Easter branches.   For the last three years a 
small but dedicated group, led by Jan Fisk, 
have undertaken a collective art project on the 
stage to make a new display for the Church or 
Hall.  This year they co-ordinated a wonderful 
Noah’s ark banner, created in felts by Jan and 
Penny, which we will all have the benefit of 
enjoying for many years to come; we hope 
that it will be dedicated at a future Family 
Service. 
We were very grateful once again to welcome 
Russell and Graham from Deeping First 
Responders to provide us with a First Aid 

provision and their presence each year reminds us how truly lucky we are in the Deepings 
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to have this volunteer team on standby every day of the year.  Thank you both for your time 
and company. 
 
Every year our congregation provide fantastic support with the provision of so many 
chocolate goodies.  Those of us who organise the Easter activities could not do so without 
this generosity which enables us to make chocolate items and also to fundraise with our 
ever popular raffle.  One of our Leaders overheard a parent commenting on Friday that they 
were impressed with the high quality and volume of the craft that the children take home.  
We were pleased to hear this as it is so important that what we make is durable and will be 
kept, displayed and played with in the home; spreading the word of Jesus into the lives of 
families beyond the Easter weekend.   

 
I would like to reflect on the fact that this event 
provides our Children’s Church with the 
opportunity for crucial outreach work into the 
Community.  Readers may be interested to know 
that we send an invitation letter to all children at 
the two Deeping St James Primary Schools (DSJ 
Community Primary and Linchfield Primary) just as 
we do for the Rose and Sweet Pea Show and 
Christingle.  Everyone who attends Good Friday 
then joins our email list to receive publicity of 
these events and our Family Services.  As a direct 
result of attending the Good Friday Activities last 
year, three families started to come regularly to 
Children’s Church and one year on all three mums 
volunteered to help on craft stalls for the first 
time.  This is what it’s all about – sharing the 
message and welcoming new members of the 
community to regular worship.  However, I don’t 
get worried that the same 60 won’t all turn up to 

Children’s Church next Sunday (in fact, as I’m leading the children’s worship session alone 
for the first time I’d panic if they did!).  What I am confident in is that we will see them 
again at the other events this year 
and I will pray that, steadily, a 
number will choose to become 
part of our Church Family.  I 
remember feeling very nervous, 
ten years ago, coming alone into 
Church for the first few times and 
not understanding the format of 
the formal service.  It’s easy for us 
regulars to forget what a big, 
intimidating, step this can be and I 
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firmly believe that it’s through the more relaxed settings of the Family Services and 
activities such as Good Friday and the Show that we can provide an appropriate welcome to 
people, like myself, who don’t come from churchgoing backgrounds.   
 
It is always lovely to be joined by the congregation for drinks and hot cross buns at the end 
of the morning as the children love showcasing what they have achieved.  Thanks once 
again to Rainbow Market Deeping and the Manager, Mr Jody Rowlands, for supplying us 
with the buns as their sponsorship of the event.   
 
Finally, these are the prayers that we closed the service with; we hope that you enjoy the 
photos too.   

God made you and God made me, 
He made the world for us to see. 

God loves you and long ago, 
He sent his Son to tell us so. 

 
Jesus showed us many things, 

To love and share and dance and sing. 
To learn and pray, to help and care, 
He promised he’d be always there. 
He died but then came back to life, 

Let’s celebrate for he’s alive! 
Amen. 

 

Lisa Goodchild 

 
Tony's Travels:  By The Rivers Of Babylon;  Part 6 
 

I am out for a pleasant evening stroll by the Tigris 
and things are looking up.  Work on site is going 
well and barring mishaps I should be going home 
in a fortnight or so.  I have just had a fascinating 
day in Babylon with my colleague Brian, followed 
by an excellent dinner in my favourite corner café 
and a couple of beers in the hotel. 
 
It is evening, but still shirt-sleeve weather with a 
cloudless sky and I am carrying nothing except a 
concealed miniature camera.  Now I am a pretty 
poor photographer, but you will know that of 
course if you have been squinting at the blurry 
photographs which accompany my writings.  
However I do have some excuse because at the 
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time of this project photography is viewed with great suspicion in Baghdad and photos of 
military installations strictly forbidden.  That poses a real problem because such buildings are 
usually disguised, for obvious reasons, and it is easy to include them quite by accident as they 
are often adjacent to mosques etc. so photos have to be taken surreptitiously and in great 
haste.  There is no time for mucking about with composition, lighting, shutter speed, 
aperture etc. but nevertheless I am determined to take home some record of the local scene 
and in particular an interesting statue I have spotted on the river bank. 
 
The statue depicts Abu Nuwas, who lived in about 800AD during Baghdad’s golden age, an 
age which ended dramatically in 1258AD when the city was sacked by the mongols under 
Hulagu, the grandson of Genghis Khan.  Abu Nuwas was a poet (and noted drinker, among 
other things) of mixed Arab and Persian heritage and on the statue’s plinth is written, in 
Arabic and English: 
 
“Ho! a cup, and fill it up, and tell me it is wine, 
For I will never drink in shade if I can drink in shine! 
Curst and poor is every hour that sober I must go, 
But rich am I whene’er well drunk I stagger to and fro. 
Speak, for shame, the loved one’s name, let vain disguise alone: 
No good there is in pleasures o’er which a veil is thrown.” 
 
That is one of his more respectable poems.  Sadly it ends there but if he had carried on 
before passing out I assume he would have told us we are his best mates and then burst into 
tears.  I think I could have enjoyed an evening in a pub with Abu Nuwas and I like this statue 
because it shows a bloke sitting down enjoying a drink unlike most statues round the world 
which tend to be heroic poses to commemorate great victories or to make political 
statements.  I suppose if we were to produce a similar statue in England it would be some 
great man sitting by the fire reading the paper, smoking a pipe and stroking a black Labrador.  
Warning; don’t search for Abu Nuwas on the internet if you are easily shocked! 
 
Making sure there is no-one around I take a quick snapshot then walk back to my hotel by a 
different route with the intention of taking a snap of a particularly beautiful green mosque.  
Just as I am about to do so there is a shout from across the street and a soldier, complete 
with rifle and appearing from nowhere, runs across to me and, to my complete amazement, 
gives a little bow and says ‘good evening sir.’  This is what comes of folks in foreign parts 
watching programmes like ‘Upstairs Downstairs’ on TV.  They think we are either 
downtrodden servants or lords and ladies.  He points accusingly at my camera, which I am 
trying to trouser away from view, and a comic mime show now begins; he frowns to show 
displeasure, I try to look both surprised and innocent, he wags a finger from side to side and 
shakes his head, I fake a dawning realisation that I have done something wrong, and so we go 
on like an episode from a David Attenborough programme on primates until the soldier gets 
bored, decides I am harmless and we shake hands.  For a time there I was afraid I might be 
facing an uncomfortable night in the chokey but he lets me go and to my surprise lets me 
keep both camera and film. 
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Back to the hotel for a tincture or two to steady my nerves, Brian calls in to discuss 
arrangements for our forthcoming expedition to Ctesiphon and Seleucia.  We make our plans 
and if all goes well we will have an interesting day, but instead we have to take a risk which 
leads to a bit of an adventure.  Because adventures happen when plans go awry; when you 
catch the wrong train, or take a wrong turning, or forget to take something important, or 
speak to the wrong person, or say the wrong thing.  In this case it happens because of an 
unexpected illness……. 
 
To be continued 

Tony 

 

Getting to Know You… 
 
This month’s  ‘celebrity’ guest is to be seen (and heard) each 
Sunday singing in the Choir. Our present choir robes may not be 
quite what he’s used to but he must be okay as he, like John Marsh 
and one of the editors, was born....well, why don’t we let Philip speak 
for himself? 

 

I was born at an early age in Wiltshire. My parents were 
ardent Salvationists so I was immediately immersed in a 
world of music.  As a teenager I sang in the choir, conducted 
the junior choir, played trombone in the band, bass guitar in 
the S.A. pop group and violin in Bath Youth Orchestra.  On 
Sundays (no TV or newspapers allowed) I usually played for 6 
services. No wonder my school homework was usually late 
or non-existent! 
 
Dartington College of Arts is set in a medieval Devon manor 
house on the banks of the Dart. Here my world instantly 
expanded with students and staff from many counties and 
backgrounds and with widely varying musical tastes, from 
medieval to avant- garde.  One afternoon each week I got to 
experience drama, visual arts and even modern American 
dance. (I was brilliant – NOT!)  I was in my element.  My final year was at teacher training 
college in nearby Exmouth where I met a willowy blonde called Jo. We were married within 
a year. 
 
My first job was at a ‘challenging’ boys’ school in Northampton.  The R.E. teacher, a C of E 
monk, gave me a size 11 slipper as a present on the first day.  He used the other one; it was 
that sort of school. Nevertheless a school orchestra and choir somehow arose from the 
chaos.  
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As I left the house 3 years later to interview for a job teaching abroad in Force’s schools Jo 
called out that she’d go anywhere, but not Cyprus……………………………………..We really 
enjoyed our time in Cyprus!  Both our daughters were born there. It was sunny, the sea was 
warm.  Yes there was the odd bit of gunfire from time to time but not directed at us. Part of 
my brief was to foster music in the British community and I ended up conducting the 
Community Choir, playing in a very loud pop group (theme song- Born to be Wild), singing 
in a trad. folk group and running an 8 piece early music group. Oh, and teaching full time as 
well of course.  All this came to a sudden end in 1974 when the war started.  We were 
evacuated home to England with 2 small children and just 2 suitcases of belongings to our 
name. 
 
Luckily we’d already bought a semi- derelict farmhouse in Crowland.  No gas, no electricity 
and few windows.  What fun! What fun? It tested my DIY skills to the extreme but all 
started to come together and it became our comfortable family home for 37 years. Our 
belongings eventually arrived from Cyprus and I started teaching in St Guthlac’s School.  
However Early Music had become my passion. My college friend Paul and I made a record 
which led to invites to tour Australia, Norway and Germany. So started a 20 year career as a 

professional performer.  High spots? – 99 
recitals in Australia, playing for and meeting 
the Queen, a bomb going off nearby during 
a concert in Beirut and nobody in the 
audience turning a hair, the Down’s 
Syndrome teenager who asked ‘Are your 
instruments made from native European 
hardwoods?’ and the 2,500 strong audience 
at Vienna Festival who spontaneously 
started to dance to our music. 
 
Paul retired due to ill health and I carried on 

for several years but touring can be a demanding, sometimes lonely business. Jo had come 
to teach at Linchfield School and I was delighted to get involved as well, teaching brass and 
conducting the orchestra one day each week.  When I was offered the job of Director of 
Music at Kirkstone House School I considered the offer for all of 10 seconds before 
accepting. My 9 years there were rewarding in the extreme.  After the ‘here today, gone 
tomorrow’ life of a touring musician it was great to have the time to work with children and 
help them achieve their true potential. I still managed to fit in some Early Music as well so 
life was perfect. 
 
We moved to Deeping St James after retirement and felt immediately at home.  Through 
our dogs I knew so many people even after a week and now I greatly enjoy the fellowship of 
people at church. Our family is important to me and I love boy’s days out with my grandson, 
Joe. I still find time for my other passion which is narrow boating but music dominates and I 
play bass guitar in our long established pop group ‘The Zimmer frames’, sing bass in the 
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choir and of course play in the recorder group ‘Freshe Ayre’. Life is good.  Long may it 
continue! 
 

Philip Astle 

 

 Lincoln Labyrinth Festival 2014 
  

Lincoln Cathedral is to host the 2014 festival for the first time and the main feature will be a 
labyrinth, drawn by University of Lincoln students, on the nave floor which the public can 
use to experience walking a labyrinth path. 
  
The event runs from August 6 to 27 with key events on the following dates: 
 
 August 6: Opening event  
 August 12: Stage Fright Theatre Company performance  
 August 13: The Quest for the Holy Grail  
 August 16: The Quest for the Holy Grail(2nd performance)  
 August 27: Closing Event 
  
A journey of life exhibition will also run in the south aisle of the cathedral throughout the 
festival. 
   
  

Poetry Corner 

 
They were round and inviting and covered 
in icing 
Their purpose in life was for others to eat 
Sinking your teeth in their soft fluffy bodies 
Was more than a pleasure, an absolute 
treat 
There to consume at the end of the service 
Margaret's cup cakes just made Easter 
complete! 
 
Anon 
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Rotas for May 
 

Servers   

 9:00 am 10:00 am 6:00 pm 7:30 pm 

4th  Geoff Paul - - 

11th  - Simon & John - - 

18th  - Chris & Paul John - 

25th  - Simon & Chris - - 

29th - - - Simon & John 

June 1st  Geoff  Paul - - 
 

Sidesmen 

4th D Trevor Harwood and Kim Hallam 

11th E Liz Bridgeman,  Bill  and Margaret Flegg 
18th F Val Wilde, Doris Bellairs and Christine Masters 

25th A Jane Thompson and  Adrian Hallam 
29th B Joy Cunningham and Ann Meekings 

June 1st C Tim Hitchborn and Cled Bennett 
 

Intercessions 

 9:00 am 10:00 am 7:30 pm 

4th Jo Astle Vicki Billyard - 

11th - Tony Masters - 
18th - Jo Astle     - 

25th - Martin Fisher - 
29th - - Niccy Fisher 

June 1st Sonia Marshall Jo-Anne Thomson - 
 

Bread and Wine                Coffee 

4th John & Victoria Worthington (9.00 am)  Johanna Jones & Jill Ironside 

11th Dick & Anthea Wray  Lin Witherington & Joan Dyke 

18th Martin & Niccy Fisher  Bill & Margaret Flegg 
25th Pat Feek & Doris Warner  Pat Feek & Doris Warner 

29th Cled & Ann Bennett  - 
June 1st Linda & John Sellars  (9.00 am)  Val Wilde & Doris Bellairs 

 

Flowers    Cleaning & Brasses 

Flowers  Cleaning Brasses  

4th Carole Mills (CLF) 
Apr 28-May 11  Pat Feek & Doris Warner 

 4th Marion Stevens & Janet Lill 

11th Ann Bennett    

18th Christine Masters May 12-25  Bill & Margaret Flegg 

25th Sue Marsh 
 18th Jean Sheppard & Doris Bellairs 
May 26-June 8  Liz Spratley & Sandra Jones 

June 1st Joan Dyke    
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Readings and Readers for May 
  1st Reading 1st Reader 2nd Reading 2nd Reader Gospel 

4th  

Third Sunday of Easter 

9:00 
am 

Acts 2: 
14,36-41 

Martin 
Fisher 

1 Peter 1: 
17-23 

John 
Worthington 

Luke 24: 
13-35 

10:00 
am 

Luke 24: 13-35 Lisa Goodchild   

11th  

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

10:00 
am 

Acts 2: 
42-47 

Trevor 
Harwood 

1 Peter 2: 
19-25 

Roger 
Bridgeman 

John 10: 
1-10 

18th  

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

10:00 
am 

Acts 7: 
55-60 

Bill 
Flegg 

1 Peter 2: 
2-10 

Liz 
Bridgeman 

John 14: 
1-14 

6:00 
pm 

Psalm 147: 
1-12 

Zechariah 4: 
1-10 

Revelation 21: 
1-14 

25th 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

10:00 
am 

Acts 17: 
22-31 

Ann 
Bennett 

1 Peter 3: 
13-22 

Bryan 
Jones 

John 14: 
15-21 

29th  

ASCENSION DAY 

7:30 
pm 

Acts 1: 
1-11 

Liz 
Spratley 

Ephesians 1: 
15-23 

Victoria 
Worthington 

Luke 24: 
44-53 

June 
1st   

Seventh Sunday of Easter 

9:00 
am 

Acts 1: 
6-14 

Niccy 
Fisher 

1 Peter 4: 
12-14;5:6-11 

Martin 
Fisher 

John 17: 
1-11 

10:00 
am 

John 17: 1-11 Hannah Foot   
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Letter from the  

Bishop of Lincoln 
 
 

  
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ 
  
The seasons of Lent, Holy Week and Easter tend to be very busy ones in the Church. Many 
of us will have been involved in meaningful services and activities since the beginning of 
Lent, and it is only now that the immense joy of Easter Day begins to give way to a gentler 
time of reflection on the enormity of God’s love for us which is so clearly demonstrated in 
the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. 
  
How do we, as Christian people, respond to that great love? At the end of this month, I 
hope you will join me in using a new resource which has been produced by our emerging 
discipleship team to help all of us in the diocese to deepen our commitment to Christ, in 
prayer, together. 
  
2015 will be a Year of Discipleship in the diocese and exciting things are being planned to 
mark this special year. The prayers prepared by the team have been specially written to 
help us begin to prepare for that Year. Please look out for them in your church before the 
end of the month. 
  
Jesus prayed that his disciples would be one, and I hope that these prayers will be used 
across the diocese, that together we will live and pray with faith, confidence and joy.  
  
I invite you to use the diocesan prayer as you begin each day: 
  
Almighty God, source of our hope and of all good things; 
you call us in love to share in the work of creation 
in making all things new. 
Bless our diocese: 
may we be faithful in our worship, 
confident in our discipleship, 
and joyful in our service, 
that through us, 
the world may catch a glimpse of the love you have for each one of us, made known in your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
  

  With every good wish,      


