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Letter 
from the Curate 

 

 
 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
March 6th, Ash Wednesday, marks the beginning of another 
season of Lent, the Church’s time of preparation before the 
glories of Eastertide, a time which recalls for us the forty days of 
testing and preparation Jesus spent before his ministry among us. 
 
Few attend the Ash Wednesday Eucharist compared with Sunday 
Services;  is it the effort to turn out on a dark and possibly cold 
evening?  Or is it, more likely, that the ash placed on our 
foreheads is too poignant a reminder of our own mortality?  If so, 
we need to turn round our thoughts to focus on the positive side 
of this annual ritual.  Yes, the old Adam was condemned to dust through sin but in Christ, 
the Second Adam, we are restored to new life.  We are marked with the cross of Christ, a 
symbol of his saving love, and through his resurrection are ourselves raised to new life, 
eternal life, death being but the beginning of this new phase of existence.  In the cross of 
Christ lies Hope...there is nothing to fear. 
 
Ash Wednesday is a time of new beginnings ... a time to remember that it’s never too late 
to turn ourselves around, like the people of Nineveh in the story of Jonah ... a time to be 
less focused on self and more focused on God, the Creator of us all. 
 
Around us the debris of the old year, the faded leaves and dried up debris of garden plants 
is being swept up and disposed of, a necessary step before enjoying the new plants and 
flowers springing up in their stead.  Join us in our services and reading as we turn again to 
clearing out unhelpful attitudes and allow new growth in the life of the Spirit. 
 
With every blessing, 
 

Rev’d Sonia 
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In this Month’s Priory News … 
 
 

 
 
 

Dear Readers, 
 
Firstly an apology for the lateness of this 
month's magazine - along with many others 
both in this area and elsewhere I have been 
suffering from the nasty bug which has been 
doing the rounds. Hopefully I've sent it on its 
way at last but it does remind me that we 
could do with someone else who is willing to 
help with the printing of Priory News should a 
similar situation arise again.  Please contact 
me if you think you could help. 
 
Continuing with the subject of the magazine, 
you may have noticed that we have lost a few 
advertisers recently so, if you have been 
particularly pleased with a local contractor, 
please let us know so that we can approach 
them to see if they might be interested in 
placing an advert with us - adverts for the 
year are not expensive but they do help us to 
keep down the cost of Priory News to you.  Please continue to submit your articles of 
interest - they are what helps to keep us busy! 
 

John. 

 

Don't miss Margaret's tasty recipe of the 
month - I can almost smell those burgers 
right now! 

We are very grateful to Chris Halley whose 
lovely picture on the cover reminds us that 
Spring is just round the corner. 
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Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them 
coming. Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be 
accompanied by authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We 
will not publish the names of children pictured unless specifically requested to 
do so by their parents or guardians. 
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860      priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
Please let us have your contributions for the April issue of Priory News BEFORE the 

deadline of Friday 22nd March. Thank you. 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Reports, News & Dates For Your Diary 
 

 Mission Matters 
 
Thanks…. to all those of you who gave so generously to the Dementia Support Group South 
Lincs on February 17th.  As a result of your gifts and Mission Matters’ contribution,  we were 
able to give £166 to Danie Crawley who had come to tell us about the work of the group.  
Dementia affects people and their families in so many different ways and it was good to 
hear about the help and support which is available. 
 

Soup and Sandwiches 
 
This event will run for six weeks in Lent starting on March 7th  so we hope many of you will 
be able to come and support it again this year. The price will remain the same at £4.50 for 
soup and a sandwich,  £2.50 for soup and a roll and 50p for a hot drink.  This must be a 
bargain in days of escalating costs so please come and try us out and encourage your 
friends and relatives too.  
Please note that the first two sessions,  March 7th and March 14th,  will be held at Cranmore 
Farmhouse, Cranmore Drove, as the hall will be out of action until mid March.  If you need 
transport, there will be a minibus in the hall car park at 12.00pm to ferry you to Cranmore 
Farmhouse.  From March 21st lunches will be back in the hall. 
 

CMS Boxes 
 
These are now available at the back of church for those wishing to use them during Lent. 
 

Water Aid 
 
Once again Water Aid are organising a Lent appeal called ‘Jars of Change’. Last year 
customers at the Soup and Sandwich event contributed to this, just putting any spare 
change they had into the ‘appeal’ jar. It is amazing how it soon adds up.  We shall be doing 
the same again this year, but in addition there will also be a jar in church for contributions.  
It is a very worthwhile appeal.  As it says very starkly in the information Water Aid send out,  
‘by giving up something for Lent and donating the money you save, you can help to make 
sure that children don’t have to make the choice between collecting water and going to 
school’.  
 

Leprosy Mission 
 
We have had a speaker from the Leprosy Mission in the past year and have heard about the 
new Anandaban hospital and the ‘Heal Nepal’appeal. The government have offered to 
double any donation received before April 27th.  This is a wonderful opportunity and 
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Mission Matters will be making a donation. If anyone else feels that this is a good cause and 
would like to donate,  please put any monies in an envelope marked ‘Leprosy Mission’ and 
leave on the plate. 
 

Christian Aid 
 
Christian Aid have published an interesting Lent leaflet called ‘Count Your Blessings’ which 
encourages us to ’contemplate our lives and take action to rise up against climate change.’ 
There are some interesting reflections and opportunities to donate should you wish. There 
will be some ‘Count Your Blessing’ leaflets at the back of church so please feel free to take 
one. 

Victoria  

 News From The Tower 
 
Our annual meal was held on the 8th February at The Horseshoe in Thurlby.   Everyone said 
they had an excellent meal and a very enjoyable evening.  Many 
thanks to Brenda for organising the event. 
 
On the 15th February, we held our AGM when we looked back on 
the last year’s achievements and forward to the coming year.  The 
ringing methods for practising were agreed and social events were 
discussed.  Unfortunately our Tower Keeper Mike has had to stand 
down, but the position has been taken by Graham.  He will get 
assistance from Mike when he gets around to doing the 
maintenance on the bells and various other tasks one ends up having to carry out. 
 
Thanks were given to Brenda for arranging the annual meal and a trip on the Rutland Belle 
at Rutland Water, Mike for his masterchef duties at the BBQ, Christine for hosting the BBQ, 
Hilary for organising the Tower Tour and David as our official photographer.  
 
We also require more bell ringers.  If you have rung before or you would like to learn how it 
is done, you will be most welcome to come to our practice night on a Friday evening:  19.30 
at the Priory Church.  Please contact Hilary on 01778 345478 for more information. 
 

 Pre-Lent Bake Off 
 

Could the Priory Bake-Off become an annual event?  This year's was a great success and 
enjoyed by both the participating cooks and those who sampled the results alike.  Do let us 
know if you think we should hold  another one next year. 
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 Registers for January 
 

  
Baptisms: We welcome into the Lord’s Family: 

 
  6th Alexander Flint 
   Erin Flint 
 
 Funerals:  We commend to God’s Keeping: 
 
  10th Peter Haywood 

  

Cooking with Margaret 
 

Cheesey Vegetable Burgers 
Ingredients 
 
4oz cooked potatoes 
4oz parsnips or celeriac 
1oz butter 
salt and pepper 
3oz grated cheese 
7oz tin of sweetcorn drained 
1/2 red pepper deseeded and 
diced finely 
1/2 green pepper deseeded and 
diced finely chopped 
1 egg beaten 
bread crumbs 
oil for frying. 
Makes 8 
 

Method 
 
1 Mash together potatoes parsnips or celeriac 
    season with salt and pepper. 
2 Stir in the cheese and vegetables until well mixed. 
3 Divide the mixture into 8 and shape into 
    round patties about 1 1/2 inches deep. 
4 Dip each burger into egg and then breadcrumbs. 
5 Heat the oil in large frying pan 
    fry burgers  until golden brown 
 
You can freeze before frying if you do not need all at 
one time. 
 
Enjoy . 
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Saint of the Month: 24th March: 

Walter Hilton (1340 – 1396) 
 
 
Along with Richard Rolle, the Anonymous writer of the 
Cloud of Unknowing and the more famous Julian of 
Norwich, Walter Hilton is one of the four writers known 
as the ‘ fourteenth century Mystics.’ 
 

Walter was born in the early 1340’s.  It is likely that he was educated at Cambridge and in 
1371 was a bachelor of law working at the diocesan court in Ely.  By the 1380’s he had 
turned his back on the world of litigation, becoming a hermit but open to the possibility of 
joining a religious order.  In 1386 he joined the Austin Canons at Thurgarton Priory in 
Nottinghamshire (who also had substantial land in Derbyshire and Lincolnshire).   
 
It was at Thurgarton that he found his vocation as a spiritual writer and adviser.  His epistle 
on the ‘mixed life’ advised his correspondent not to give up the active life for the spiritual 
but to combine the two.  His most famous work however was the ‘Scale of Perfection’.  It 
was addressed to an anchoress (an enclosed woman living in the manner of Julian of 
Norwich, never leaving her cell attached to a church).  He believed that it was possible in 
this life to experience, know and love God and his writings showed how to progress on this 
‘spiritual journey to Jerusalem’ by meditation on the seven deadly sins and the 
corresponding reformation of the soul in faith and feeling.  He also warned against the 
dangers of excessive asceticism. 
 
The Scale of Perfection was the first work written in English to circulate on the Continent.  It 
was printed in 1494 by Wynkyn de Worde by the request of Lady Margaret Beaufort. 
 
 

Sonia 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR MARCH 2019 

 

1st Friday  David, Bishop of Menevia, Patron of Wales, 601 
   5:30 pm Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm  Ringers’ practice 
 

2nd Saturday Chad,  Abbot of Lastingham, Bishop of Lichfield, Missionary, 672 
 

3rd SUNDAY SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT 

   9:00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:00 am First Sunday Praise 
   11:30 am Baptism of Harper Freda Rose Cox 
 

5th Tuesday 2:00 pm  Holy Communion at Braeburn Lodge 
 

6th Wednesday ASH WEDNESDAY  
   9:30 am Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm  Sung Eucharist with the Imposition of Ashes 
 

7th Thursday Perpetua, Felicity and their Companions, Martyrs at Carthage, 203 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:30 am Home Communions 
   12:00-1:30 pm Mission Matters: Lent Lunch at Cranmore Farmhouse 
   7:45 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship A.G.M. & Angel Drive 
 

8th Friday  Edward King,Bishop of Lincoln, 1910 
   5:30 pm Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm  Ringers’ practice 
 

10th SUNDAY FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

   9:50 am  Junior Church 
   10:00 am Sung Eucharist with Prayers for Healing 
 

12th Tuesday 9:00 am  Deanery Clergy Chapter 
 

13th Wednesday Ember Day 
   9:30 am Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

14th Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   12:00-1:30 pm Mission Matters: Lent Lunch at Cranmore Farmhouse 
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15th Friday  Ember Day 
   5:30 pm Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

16th Saturday Ember Day 
 

17th SUNDAY SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT  

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 

19th Tuesday 9:00 am  JOSEPH OF NAZARETH 
 

20th Wednesday Cuthbert, Bishop of Lindisfarne, Missionary, 687 
   9:30 am Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

21st Thursday Thomas Cranmer, Reformation Martyr, 1556 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   12:00-1:30 pm Mission Matters: Lent Lunch in the Church Hall 
   7.45 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Craft Evening 
 

22nd Friday  5:30 pm Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm  Ringers’ practice 
 

24th SUNDAY THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

   Walter Hilton, Fourteenth Century Mystic, 1396 
   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 

25th Monday THE ANNUNCIATION OF OUR LORD TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
 

27th Wednesday 9:30 am Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

28th Thursday 9:30 am Holy Communion (said) 
   12:00-1:30 pm Mission Matters: Lent Lunch in the Church Hall 
 

29th Friday  5:30 pm Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm  Ringers’ practice 
 

1st SUNDAY FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT (Mothering Sunday) 

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist with the Friday Knights 
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 Greetings to all at the Priory, 
 
As you will all know I have been away enjoying a short ‘holiday’.  I reckoned I must have 
been on an unplanned world cruise because every time I woke up I found myself chatting to 
a really interesting person from yet another part of the world.  I’ve met people from New 
Zealand, South Africa, Italy, Greece, Malta, Poland, Lithuania, Bulgaria, Romania, India, 
Czech Republic and of course from Great Britain.  Strange thing is that they all seemed to be 
wearing similar nurse’s uniforms or at least carrying a stethoscope.  Truth is of course that 
my unexpected holiday was on the Costa Del Peterborough, in the Stroke unit at the 
Hospital, to be more precise.  Food was not quite up the standard of our last Cunard cruise.  
I kept ordering the Lobster or the Rump steak with all the trimmings but for some unknown 
reason it didn’t materialise!   Perhaps it wouldn’t fit down the feeding tube I had for the 
first 4 days.  I can thoroughly recommend the cream of chicken soup!  This is not a holiday I 
can wholeheartedly endorse however, and I suggest that you all try something less 
spectacular - like Butlin’s at Skegness for instance, far less taxing on the whole.  The ship 
has now thankfully docked safely in Deeping St James and I am really enjoying home 
comforts, and, thanks to the wonderful work of the Lincolnshire Stroke Care support team, I 
am starting to make small but real steps towards recovering.   
  
My thanks to all of you for your best wishes and cards.  I hope to see you all soon.   

Philip 

 

 Priory Book Club 
 
Aware of the growing popularity of book clubs we have decided this Lent to launch the 
Priory’s own reading circle. We are aiming to discuss books which are both accessible and 
have a spiritual content. The book we have chosen to open with has been recommended by 
Bishop Nicholas; it is ‘ Mr Golightly’s holiday’ by Salley Vickers. Many of you will be familiar 
with her highly successful debut novel ‘ Miss Garnet’s Angel’. Without giving away details of 
the plot, the book we have chosen also contains challenging themes set in beautifully 
descriptive passages about the natural work in Springtime. 
 
The first meeting of the group (to give you time to read the book) is on April 10th at 
Cranmore Farmhouse Barn. There are two alternative timings: an afternoon meeting from 
2.30 to 4.30p.m. And an evening meeting from 7.30 to 9.30p.m. Come to whichever you 
prefer but do let us know on the sign up list at the back of church. 
 
We can obtain a copy of the book for you (either new or second hand); again, please 
indicate on the sign up list if you would like us to do that. If you require transport please 
also let us know in advance. 

Revd Sonia 
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 Deeping Churches Together News 
 

Churches Together have recently held their AGM where we reflected on a very busy 2018.  
Last year the Lent Lunches raised a total of £642 which was sent to CAFOD and Christian 
Aid.   This year Lent lunches will be held on 9th March at Open Door Church 
 

16th March at the Methodist Church 
23rd March at St Guthlacs Church 
30th March at The Priory Church 
6th April at the Catholic Church 

 

At the Raft Race and Christmas Market we provided a Church presence promoting every 
church’s activities. 
 

Look out for details of the Good Friday Walk of Witness, Lakeside Service in April and 2nd 
Prayer Week at Pentecost. 
 

Open the Book was started in September at Linchfield School and is proving very popular 
with the children. More helpers needed – see Jan or me for further details. 
 

Did you see the Travelling Crib displayed in the Town centre shops over Advent or were you 
at one of the pubs when we went carol singing? 
 

Did you know that we give every Year 6 school leaver a booklet about moving on to 
Secondary School? 
 

A coach trip to the National Holocaust Memorial is being arranged for Friday May 31st open 
to anyone who is interested in going. Have a look at their website and look out for the 
poster which will be displayed in Church.   
 

You are most welcome to take part in any of these events. 

Kate  

 

Lent Reading 
 
This year we are recommending three options for 
daily reading among the multitude on offer. They are 
all based on the traditional formula of a short passage 
for each day of Lent. 
 

‘The Resilient Disciple’: A Lenten Journey from 
Adversity to Maturity. 
 

Written by our own Archdeacon, Justine Allain Chapman, it contains insights based among 
others on an eight day retreat in the Egyptian desert and prayers including the Prayer of St 
Columba and St Patrick’s Breastplate. RRP £9.99 
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‘The Merciful Humility of God’  
 
Written by Dr Jane Williams ( wife of former Archbishop Rowan Williams). Each of the five 
chapters explores a stage in the gospel story paired with an account of a figure from 
Christian history. Fresh insights are combined with a simplicity of approach. RRP £9.99 
 

‘Pilgrim Journeys: The Beatitudes.’ 
 
A booklet which anyone who is time pressed could use this Lent. Daily reflections are based 
on Christ’s beautiful and powerful ‘ The sermon on the Mount’. Each day there is a short 
Bible Reading, a suggestion for prayer and how you might respond to the teaching. It forms 
part of the Church of England’s Pilgrim Course which is suitable for anyone wishing to grow 
in faith. RRP £2.99 
 
If you would like us to obtain any of the above books for you a 10% discount applies. Please 
add your name to the list on the table at the back of church. 
 
Offering a wider selection of reading we are not suggesting a series of meetings. However 
you are welcome to drop in on Thursday morning after the Eucharist to discuss any aspect 
of your study over a coffee. 

 

Revd Sonia 

  

 

If you would like to 
advertise in 

Priory News please 
contact Victoria 

Worthington on 343860 
or the Editor at 

priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
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Readings and Readers for March 
 1st Reading 1st Reader 2nd Reading 2nd Reader Gospel 

3rd 

THE SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT 

9:00 
am 

Exodus 34: 
29-35 

Simon 
Marshall 

2 Corinthians 3: 
12 - 4: 2 

Niccy 
Fisher 

Luke 9: 
28-36 

10:00 
am 

Luke 9: 
28-36 

Barry 
Fisher 

First Sunday Praise 

Wed 
6th 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

7:30 
pm 

Joel 2: 
1-2, 12-17 

Kate 
Drewett 

2 Corinthians 5: 
20b – 6:10 

John 
Worthington 

Matthew 6: 
1-6,16-21 

10th 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

10:00 
am 

Deuteronomy 26: 
1-11 

Trevor 
Harwood 

Romans 10: 
8b-13 

Lisa 
Goodchild 

Luke 4: 
1-13 

17th 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

10:00 
am 

Genesis 15: 
1-12, 17-18 

Victoria 
Worthington 

Philippians 3: 
17-4:1 

Niccy 
Fisher 

Luke 13: 
31-35 

24th 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

10:00 
am 

Isaiah 55: 
1-9 

Joy 
Cunningham 

1 Corinthians 
10: 

1-13 

Geoff 
Armstrong 

Luke 13: 
1-9 

31st 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT (Mothering Sunday) 

10;00 
am 

Exodus 2: 
1-10 

T.B.A. 
2 Corinthians 1: 

3-7 
T.B.A. 

Luke 2: 
33-35 

April 
7th 

PASSION SUNDAY (LENT 5) 

9:00 
am 

Isaiah 43: 
16-21 

Doris 
Bellairs 

Philippians 3: 
4b-14 

John 
Worthington 

John 12: 
1-8 

10:00 
am 

John 12: 
1-8 

Matt 
Billyard 

First Sunday Praise 

 
Servers 

 9:00am 10:00am 6:00pm 7:30 pm 

3rd Geoff Paul  - - 
6th - - - Geoff & John 

10th - Chris & Simon - - 

17th - Simon & Nick - - 
24th - Nick & John - - 

31st - Simon & John - - 
Apr 7th Geoff Paul John  
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Sidesmen 

3rd F Val Wilde & Doris Bellairs 

6th (7.30 pm)  T.B.A. 
10th A Jane Thompson & Adrian Hallam 

17th B Ann Meekings & Liz Bridgeman 

24th C Tim Hitchborn, Cled Bennett &Christine Masters 
31st D Trevor Harwood & Kim Hallam 

April 7th E Juliet Mills & Margaret Flegg 
 
 
 
Intercessions 

 9:00 am 10:00 am 7:30 pm 

3rd Revd Sonia Nick Drewett - 
6th (Ash Wed) - - Sonia 

10th - Tony Masters - 
17th - Niccy Fisher - 

24th - Bet Washbrooke - 
31st - Friday Knights - 

April 7th Revd Sonia Jo Astle - 

 
 
 
Bread and Wine                      Coffee 

3rd John & Linda Sellars Jan & Tanwen Fisk 

6th (eve) John & Victoria Worthington - 
10th Val Wilde & Margaret Merchant Val Wilde & Margaret Merchant 

17th Carole Mills & Joy Cunningham Ann Bennett & Penny Hebblewhite 

24th Tony & Christine Masters Tony & Christine Masters 
31st Christine Payne & Ann Meekings Lin Witherington & Joan Dyke 

April 7th Simon Marshall & Caroline Herron Johanna Jones & Jill Ironside 
 
 
 
Flowers         Cleaning 

3rd Vacant 
Mar 4th-17th Catharine Boswall 

10th Lent 

17th Lent 
Mar 18th – 31st Jan & Tanwen Fisk 

24th Lent 

31st Lent 
Apr 1st – 14th John & Linda Sellars 

Apr 7th Lent 
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(The following is an extract from "Home Words" as printed in the February 
1958 issue of the Parish Magazine.) 
 

On keeping God at a distance 
 

SOME THOUGHTS FOR LENT 

By THE REV. CANON J. S. PURVIS, D.D. 
 

"Thou art about my path and about my bed, and art acquainted with all my ways" (Psalm cxxxix. 3) 
 
I can remember a childish idea that if God was really like that, it was rather mean of him.  There 

was no sense of irreverence intended.  But to act like that did seem rather what one might almost 

call an unsporting way of taking advantage of omnipotence.  Human guardians who tried to keep 

an eye on me might be outwitted or eluded, but the eye of God . . it seemed a kind of celestial 

espionage which was not only unwelcome and irksome, but entirely unfair.  The translation most 

often heard, "Thou spiest out all my ways," was responsible for something of this, I suppose, as 

it is not perhaps the most accurate or the most suitable, and has no doubt caused an unfortunate 

impression. 

 

A crude idea, as the ideas of children often are crudely direct.  But even now it may be 

worthwhile to ask yourself whether it is an idea from which you are yet entirely free.  Do you 

prefer to feel that you can keep God at a distance, ready to be applied to if necessary, but not 

able to trespass on your private life, certainly not so uncomfortably wise that he can know all, 

even those things that are hidden conveniently from the world which might disapprove but yet 

are things too pleasant to be given up ? 

 

"Thou, God, seest me" . . . Is our first reaction to that, joy, or resentment, or even fear?'  If it is 

joy, then you have passed successfully one of the practical tests of a Christian;  if it be one of the 

others, you have failed to pass the test. 

 

It would be very natural, I suppose, to feel that we would like to be able to get away from God 

sometimes.  We hear of people who on their holidays like to get right away to some place where 

nobody knows them, so that they need not bother who sees them but they can dress and behave 

and do just as they like.  Do we want to treat God in the same way, sometimes?  All very well 

for Church on Sundays, but a very inconvenient companion outside on weekdays, in our places 

of work or amusement, "about our path and about our bed"? 

 

The writer of our text had no such thoughts. It is savages and heathens who fear and distrust 

their gods; the writer has risen above the primitive ideas which resent God's knowledge of our 

lives, for that implies distrust and fear of God. God is not a stranger to him, not some being 

whose motives he suspects and whose' presence he dislikes. If we take that distrustful view of 

God, it is because in our hearts we believe that God and ourselves have nothing in common; 

there is no understanding or sympathy between us, certainly no love, and cannot be. No; the 

writer dwells happily upon the thought of the perfect knowledge which God has of him, on 

God's presence and power everywhere. So intimate is the relation that he says: "Thou 

understandest my thought afar off . . . for there is not a word in my tongue but thou, O Lord, 

knowest it altogether." 

 

Wherever he goes, God is there;  he can find no place beyond the range of God's power and 

providence.  "Whither shall I go then from Thy spirit, or whither shall I flee from Thy presence?  

If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there; if I go down into hell, thou art there also; if I take the 

wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there shall thy hand lead 

me and thy right hand shall hold me." 
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But it was not the Psalmist's idea to escape from God;  he rejoices that God is with him in every 

place, however solitary or remote, and he breaks out into heartfelt praise:  "I will praise thee, for 

I am fearfully and wonderfully made; marvellous are thy works, and that my soul knoweth right 

well."  Before you can speak like that, in awe and reverence and praise, you must have a heart 

full of trust in God and confidence in tim.  You must have passed from the gods of the heathen, 

the gods of fear, to the knowledge of God who is the loving Father of us all, the God whom the 

heaven of heavens cannot contain, yet who condescends to behold the things that are in heaven 

and earth;  the God who rules the stars in their courses, yet also has the power and the will to 

number the very hairs of your head, the God who so loved the world that he gave his only Son 

that we might see the way to everlasting life. 

 

Is it not worthwhile to be sure, by a serious question to .ourselves, whether our God is a God of 

fear or of love?  To say, as the Psalmist says at the climax of his prayer:  "Search me, O God, and 

know my heart;  try me, and know my thoughts.  See if there be any wicked way in me, and lead 

me in the way everlasting." 

 

That is not a thing which can be said lightly to God.  Are you sure that it is going to be very 

comfortable for you if God searches and tries you?  For there is the reason why so many folks do 

not like the idea of a God who is acquainted with all their ways;  generally they have some way or 

other which would not bear the examination of God;  there is some "way of wickedness" in them. 

 

How is it with you?  If in anyone of you there is a trace of that unwillingness that God should 

know all, should see all that you do, then I ask you most earnestly in the name of God to consider 

whether it is really worth your while to keep up any barrier which exists between you and God, 

whether it would not be infinitely worth your while, at any sacrifice, to be able to gain unhindered 

understanding and co-operation with God. To see him everywhere in your daily path; and to 

welcome him wherever you see him, because you realize and respond to his loving care for you?  

"Doubt not," says Milton. 

 

************** 

 

...and finally, we have been asked to publicise the following: 


