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Letter 
from the Curate 

 

 
 
 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
As I write snow lies on the ground and more is forecast. Once again, what an effect it has 
had on communications! Train and other services held up, 
internet off and on, even though we had known it was 
coming for several days. In contrast my son on holiday in 
New Zealand was able to keep up daily contact by 
purchasing a local sim when his UK one failed to work. 
 
Communication has, all have recognised, been a failing of 
this Church in the past and with the vacancy due to begin 
after Sue’s last service on 15th April it is important that we 
all work at this over the coming months. No doubt there 
will be several difficulties to overcome but God is faithful 
and will support us throughout. 
 
As this is my last letter before Sue goes I must just say on behalf of you all how we will miss 
her cheerful presence around the church and how hard she has worked to extend the 
mission of the Church in various ways; also the wonderful music which has accompanied 
our worship with Charles as choir director.  We wish them both well in their new parishes 
on the Isle of Wight and look forward in due course to hearing about their ministry there. 
God speed and remember us as we shall remember you in our prayers, the golden chain 
which binds all Christian folk on earth and in heaven. 
 
With every blessing, 
 
 

Revd Sonia 
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In this Month’s Priory News … 
 
 

 
 
 

Dear All, 
 

Have you noticed how much more reliable 
weather forecasting has become in recent 
years?  Mind you, when I lived in Lancashire we 
always knew that when rain was forecast the 
weatherman was bound to be correct! Or 
maybe I’m being cynical?  I also remember that 
once we had got out of bed and blown on the 
window to clear the frost (so that we could see 
outside) it didn’t matter how much snow had 
fallen, the school was always open!  I suppose 
teachers and pupils alike lived closer to school 
in those days and in the days of British Rail the 
snow was never of the wrong sort! 
 

So, as we suffer the effects of the “Beast from 
the East”, at least we can be grateful that we 
were warned it was coming!  Still, as usual, 
there should be plenty in this month’s 
magazine to interest you. 
 

Oh, and even though it may seem a little early, 
I also wanted you to know that preliminary 
plans are already being made for the warmer 
weather – we are already thinking about the Rose and Sweet Pea Show so please put the 
date, June 30th, in your diaries. 
 

John 

No hitches this month – Margaret’s recipe 
is hot from the press, or, should I say, 
oven! 

If you think you’ve seen Chris Halley’s lovely picture on the 
front cover before, you’re quite right – we last used it in March 
2014.  We couldn’t resist using it again. Thanks, Chris. 
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Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them coming. 
Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be accompanied by 
authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We will not publish the 
names of children pictured unless specifically requested to do so by their 
parents or guardians. 
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860      priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
Please let us have your contributions for the April issue of Priory News BEFORE the 

deadline of Monday, 19th March. Thank you. 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Reports, News & Dates For Your Diary 
 

 News From The Tower 
 

We held our annual dinner at The Millstone, Barnack on the 2nd 
February.  It was an excellent evening with good food and company. 
There were 14 of us as unfortunately two couples were unable to 
attend.   
 
On the 16th February we held our AGM.   Future bell ringing methods 
to learn were recommended and various outings and events for the 
coming year were discussed.  These events included churches to visit 
on our tower tour, tenpin bowling and trip to greyhounds plus the venue for our summer 
B.B.Q.  

Mike 

 Pancake Party 
 
On Shrove Tuesday, 36 people attended the Pancake Party in the hall.  After Various soups 
and rolls pancakes were served with a choice of fillings -  I believe I made over 80!  Then 
Trevor Harwood read a few Stanley Holloway style monologues. This was followed by a 
Beetle Drive and a lot of laughter.  I gave Simon £70 after expenses were taken. 
 
Thank you for all who helped and attended.  

Margaret 

 

 Church Coffee Group 
 
At our committee meeting on Thursday, 22 February 2018, we allocated the following 
monies: 
 

Spire Lighting:   £100-00 
First Responders:  £100-00 
LN Air Ambulance:  £100-00 
Church Music:   £200-00 
Church Hall Fund:  £500-00 
Church Hall Gardens: £100-00 

 
We will be distributing this money. at the Spring Coffee Morning on 17th May.  The 
Afternoon Tea will be on 12th July,  The Autumn Coffee Morning will be on Saturday, 
September 22nd,  The Pre Advent Coffee Morning will be on the 29th November. 

Margaret. 
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 Holy Chaos 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
"Grown ups and children had fun hearing the story of Noah and then making some of the 
animals that might have come with him". 

Kate 

 

 Music for a While 
 
Owing to a change in the weather and, in particular, because of the snow, unfortunately we 
had to postpone our meeting which should have taken place on Tuesday, 27th February.  
We have still to find an alternative date and will let you know the new date as soon as it has 
been decided.  Philip Spratley will host a session entitled, “Meet the Composer”. 

John 

 

 Mission Matters 
 
We have had two Lent Lunches to date, both of which have been well attended.  Thank you 
customers, both old and new.  We value your visits and hope that you will continue to 
support us through to 22nd March, which will be our final lunch.   
 

 Knitted Poppies 
 
We mentioned that Mission Matters were hoping to raise money for The British Legion/ 
Help the Heroes by creating a wall of poppies in November , and then selling the individual 
knitted flowers.  To this end we need volunteer 'knitters'.  The pattern for the poppies is 
printed on the next page.  Penny will be glad to give any advice, so please 'get knitting!' 
 

Victoria 
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** NB:   Penny suggests double knitting wool and 3.5 mm needles** 
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 Music at The Priory 
 

“Aspects Of Love” 
 
The new series of Music at the Priory started on Sunday Feb. 11th with a powerful 
performance by Rutland Big Band and singers, as friendly a group of people as you’d ever 
meet. A large and appreciative audience was entertained with a varied programme of 
Valentine’s themed hits presented in a relaxed atmosphere. Love was very much in the air. 
The programme ranged from Count Basie to James Bond, taking in Frank Sinatra, Dean 
Martin and Julie London. Highlights were many and included an excellent clarinet 
recreation of Benny Goodman’s theme ‘Let’s Dance’. There was some impressive high 
‘screaming’ from the trumpets and trombones and imaginative improvisation, particularly 
from the tenor sax. The Valentine’s celebration was echoed in the excellent refreshments 
after the concert, with chocolate and heart shaped cakes much in evidence.  Thanks to the 
team who were responsible for all these. It was a great occasion and we look forward to the 
next concert on Saturday 21st April at 7.30pm when the well-known folk group Pennyless 
take to the stage. 

 
Ted Anderson / Philip Astle 

 

 Priory Church Ladies’ Fellowship 
 
We would like to say thank you to members of our church who have entertained us 
recently.  Jo Astle and her husband gave an excellent performance of music, singing and 
quizzes at our Christmas Party and kindly donated their fees to charity.  Thank you so much 
from the CLF. Elizabeth and Philip Spratley entertained us with various music and this too 
was excellent.  Again, they would not accept payment for their services and agreed to 
donate their fee to the Priory Kitchen Unit Fund. 
 
Many, many thanks as so many people will benefit from this refurbishment. 
 
We meet in the Priory Community Hall, Church Street, Deeping St James (aka the church 
hall) on the first and third Thursday in the month at 7.30pm for 7.45pm.  We are a small 
friendly group of approximately 26 members.  New members are always welcome.  The 
group have various speakers, outings, meals out, auction, afternoon strawberry tea, 
demonstrations etc.  Come and join us for fun - friendship guaranteed. 
 

Carole Mills 
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Our plea has been successful! – Rev Sue has sent us no 
fewer than three articles to complete her series before she 
leaves us!  Thank you, Sue – we have enjoyed your 
interesting and helpful contributions over the past two 
years.  Please let us know if your new parishes would like 
the series for inclusion in their magazine and we’ll send 
them on.  Here is this month’s article: 

 

X is for….Xenophobia 

 
As with all phobias, xenophobia is about fearing something or someone. In this case, it is 
fear of xenos, which is the Greek for foreigner, stranger – or simply strange things, be they 
foreign cultures, customs, dress, or religions. One online dictionary recorded the largest 
spike in their data for the term xenophobia this year on June 24 with a 938% increase in 
lookups—that’s hundreds of users looking up the term each hour. This was the day after 
the UK voted to leave the European Union as the result of the Brexit referendum. Fear of 
people and things foreign is still certainly a major aspect of our modern culture. 
 
There are, of course, plenty of people who would like to think of Jesus as being white, 
European, and probably speaking English of the King James bible variety - you have only to 
go into some Catholic religious shops to see plenty of such artefacts on sale - but the truth 
is that he was Asian, spoke a nowadays dead language called Aramaic and was of Jewish 
ancestry. In fact, Jesus is the fulfilment of Jewish prophecy and therefore also highly 
revered by Muslims too as a prophet. So to get close to Jesus we have to dispel our fear of 
things foreign and accept that our own Saviour came from a different culture from 
ourselves. We remove the Old Testament roots of our faith at our peril, because so much of 
the New Testament derives directly from it. It is therefore good to hear and read regularly 
chunks from the Old Testament, and especially the Psalms, even if we don’t agree with the 
ideas expressed, looking as we do from a 21st century culture and through a western lens.  
 
Jesus encourages us not to fear strangeness, and his own ministry was open to other 
cultures – hence his healing of the Syro-Phoenician woman’s daughter. We even have 
things to learn from other faiths, notwithstanding the fact that Christianity has in Jesus 
Christ a unique understanding of the relationship we have with God our heavenly Father. 
Interfaith dialogue is not a betrayal of our faith but an opportunity to deepen it and also to 
enrich those of other faiths with whom we speak. It cannot possibly be that people who 
happen to be born into a different religion and culture are destined from birth to go to hell: 
what would that say about the God who made us all? So we engage in dialogue, with all 
humility, bearing faithful witness to our own experience, just as St Paul did, when he met 
the Athenians: “People of Athens,” he began, addressing the Council of the Areopagus, “I 
see that in every way you are very religious. 23 For as I walked around and looked carefully at 
your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. So 
you are ignorant of the very thing you worship—and this is what I am going to proclaim to 
you.” (Acts 17 : 22-23) 
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We would certainly baulk at calling people ignorant, but it would be good to see if we can 
find ways of talking about our faith to those who today believe in so many different things, 
many of which are not mainstream religions at all. Because only by living out our faith and 
offering hospitality to strangers can we begin to dispel fear of the unknown and love our 
neighbour as ourselves.  

Rev Sue 

 
 

Job Opportunities 
 

 
We have recently received a letter from The 
Leprosy Mission enclosing the details of two job 
vacancies in their Peterborough office and 
requesting our assistance in publishing details.  
Whilst, for reasons of space, we cannot include 
full details here, we are including a brief outline of 
the job descriptions and we suggest that if you are 

interested you should contact the Peterborough Office direct for more information. 
 
 

1. Fundraising Administrator 35 hours per week; Salary circa £23k pa 
 
 Closing date for application: Wednesday, 21st March 
 Date of interview:  Wednesday, 28th March 
 
 

2. Partnerships Officer  35 hours per week; Salary £28k pa 
 
 Closing date for application: Friday, 24th March 
 Telephone interview:  Thursday, 29th March (between 2.30 & 4.30 pm) 
 Second interview:  Tuesday, 24th April 
 
 
For further details please contact the website at www.leprosymission.org.uk  or the local 
office at Goldhay Way, Orton Goldhay, Peterborough PE2 5GZ;   tel:01733 370505 
 
The Leprosy Mission, England and Wales is committed to equal opportunities and welcomes 
applications from appropriately qualified people from all sections of the community. 
Qualified people living with a disability are particularly encouraged to apply. 
 

Registered Charity number 1050327 

 

http://www.leprosymission.org.uk/
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR MARCH 2018 
 

1st Thursday David, Bishop of Menevia, Patron Saint of Wales, 601 
   9:30 am Holy Communion 
   10:30 am Home Communions 
   12:00 – 1:30 Lent Lunch (3) in the Church Hall 
   7:45 pm Church Ladies Fellowship AGM (in the hall) 
 

2nd Friday  Chad, Bishop of Lichfield, Missionary, 672 
   5:30 pm Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm Choir practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

3rd Saturday 12.00 noon Churches Together Lent Lunch: Open Door Church 
 

4th SUNDAY THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

   9:00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:00 am  First Sunday Praise 
   11:15 am  Baptism of Evie Toliday & Evie Hackett 
   6:00 pm  Choral Evensong 
 

7th Wednesday Perpetua, Felicity & their Companions, Martyrs at Carthage, 203 
   9:30 am Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
   7:30 pm  Churches Together at Open Door Baptist Church 
 

8th Thursday Edward King, Bishop of Lincoln, 1910; Felix, Bishop, Apostle to the East Angles, 647 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion 
   10:30 am Home Communions 
   12:00 – 1:30 Lent Lunch (4) in the Church Hall 
 

9th Friday  5:30 pm Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm Choir practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

10th Saturday 12.00 noon Churches Together Lent Lunch: Catholic Church 
 

11th SUNDAY THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT (Mothering Sunday)  

   9:50 am  Junior Church 
   10:00 am  Family Communion 
 

13th Tuesday 10:00-3:30 pm Incumbents & Treasurers meeting: Vista Hall, Spalding 
   2:00 pm Holy Communion at Braeburn Lodge 
   7:00 pm Confirmation service with Bishop of Grantham 
 

14th Wednesday 9:30 am Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:00 pm PCC Communion Service followed by 
   7:30 pm PCC meeting at Cranmore Farmhouse 
   7:30 pm House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

15th Thursday 9:30am  Holy Communion 
   12:00 – 1:30 Lent Lunch (5) in the Church Hall 
   7:45 pm Church Ladies' Fellowship: Easter Flowers (Christine Masters) 
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16th Friday  5:30 pm Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm Choir practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

17th Saturday 12:00 noon Churches Together Lent Lunch: Priory Church 
 

18th SUNDAY THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT  (Passion Sunday)  

   10:00 am  Sung Eucharist with prayers for healing 
 

19th Monday JOSEPH OF NAZARETH 
 

13th Tuesday Cuthbert, Bishop of Lindisfarne, Missionary, 687 
 

21st Wednesday Thomas Cranmer, Reformation Martyr, 1556 
   9:30 am  Holy Chaos 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

22nd Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion 
   12:00 – 1:30 Lent Lunch (6) in the Church Hall 
 

23rd Friday  5:30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm Choir practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

25th SUNDAY PALM SUNDAY  

   9:00 am  All Sorts Service 
    10:00 am  Sung Eucharist (Blessing of palms and donkey  
       procession at 9.50 on the green) 
 

26th Monday  7:00 pm  Compline 
 

27th Tuesday  11:00 am  Chrism eucharist at Lincoln Cathedral: All welcome 
    7:00 pm  Compline 
 

28th Wednesday 9:30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:00 pm  Compline 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

29th Thursday MAUNDY THURSDAY 
   (No 9:30 am Service this week) 
   7:30 pm  Eucharist of the Lord’s Supper with Footwashing 
      and Stripping of the Altar followed by 
    Watch of Prayer until 10:00 pm 
 

30th Friday  GOOD FRIDAY 
   9.00 am  Good Friday Liturgy 
   10:30 am  Churches Together Walk of Witness 
 

31st Saturday Easter Eve 
 

April 2018 
 

1st SUNDAY EASTER DAY 

   9:00 am  Children’s Church and Easter breakfast 
   10:00 am   Lighting of Easter Fire and Family Eucharist 
   6:00 pm  Festal Choral Evensong 
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Saint of the Month: 
8th March - St Felix of Dunwich 

 

If you have ever holidayed in East Anglia or sailed from the 
port of Felixstowe you are likely to have come across this 
saint after whom the town takes its name.  Felix, the 
Venerable Bede tells us, came from Burgundy.  Most likely 
he was a priest in one of the monasteries founded by the 
Irish missionary St Columbanus;  it is also likely that he was 
the Bshop of Chalons who lost his see on the death of King 
Chlothar in 629 A.D.  Felix moved from Burgundy to 
Canterbury and it was from Canterbury that Archbishop 
Honorius sent him to the King of the East Angles, Sigeberht.  
The king was himself a Christian; he had spent time in exile 

himself and had family connections with Burgundy. 
 

On arrival in Burgundy the king gave Felix land at Dunmoc to found a see.  This is usually 
identified with Dunwich whose extensive medieval site has since disappeared into the sea, 
but Walton near Felixstowe is also a contender.  There Felix established a school for boys 
sending to Canterbury for teachers.  During the seventeen years he was bishop he 
evangelised East Anglia founding churches including Babingley on the Sandringham estate 
and Soham. 
 

Felix died in 648 A.D.  His remains were interred at Soham which was later desecrated by 
the Vikings.  The saint’s body was then retrieved and reinterred at Ramsey Abbey.  Some six 
churches in England are dedicated to Felix. 
 

Revd Sonia 

 

 Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
 
Advanced Notice: This year’s APCM will take place on Wednesday, 25th April in the hall.  
Church organisations are reminded that individual reports for inclusion in the printed 
report to be available at the meeting should be given (preferably electronically) to me by 
Sunday, 15th April.  Thank you. 

John 
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 Registers for January 
 

 
Funerals:   We commend to God’s keeping: 
5th   Julia Carolyn Lee 
 
 
 

 A Book Promotion 
 
The Rev. Mark Edwards will be visiting Bookmark in Spalding on 
Thursday, 8th March to promote his recently published book, “Life 
After Care”.  This is the “heartfelt, true story of how a troubled young 
man turned his life around, after being mis-labelled a violent boy with 
mental health issues and no hope, to become a successful, happily 
married family man and a prominent figure in his local community.”  
Admission is £5.00.  Further information is available at 
http://bookmarkspalding.co.uk/ 

  

 

Cooking with Margaret 
Mango Chutney Chicken 

Ingredients 




1 tbsp olive oil 
1 small chopped onion 
1 clove garlic finely chopped 
red chilli  deseeded and finely 
chopped 
6 tbsp  Mango Chutney 
1 tbsp Worcestershire sauce 
6 tbsp Mayonnaise 
8 chicken thighs skin and bone in 
Green Salad to serve. 
 

Method 
 

Heat oven to 200°C /180°C fan Gas 6.   
1 Heat oil in a frying pan over medium heat and cook 
   the onion garlic and chilli for few minutes until 
   softened 
2 Stir in chutney, Worcestershire sauce and 
   mayonnaise - taste and season 
3 Arrange chicken on a foil-lined baking tray and spoon 
   over the chutney mixture 
3 Roast the chicken in oven for 40-45 minutes until 
   cooked through and sticky 
Serve with Green Salad 
Enjoy. 

http://bookmarkspalding.co.uk/


15 

 
  



16 

 

Readings and Readers for March 
 1st Reading 1st Reader 2nd Reading 2nd Reader Gospel 

4th 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

9:00 
am 

Exodus 20: 
1-17 

Niccy 
Fisher 

1 Corinthians 1: 
18-25 

Ann 
Bennett 

John 2: 
13-22 

10:00 
am 

John 2: 
13-22 

Roger 
Bridgeman 

First Sunday Praise 

11th 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT (Mothering Sunday) 

10:00 
am 

TBA TBA Family Communion 

18th 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT (Passion Sunday) 

10:00 
am 

Jeremiah 31: 
31-34 

Trevor 
Harwood 

Hebrews 5: 
5-10 

Adrian 
Hallam 

John 12: 
20-33 

25th 

PALM SUNDAY 

10:00 
am 

Isaiah 50: 
4-9a 

Tony 
Masters 

Philippians 2: 
5-11 

Barry 
Fisher 

Passion 
Reading 

Mark 

29th 
MAUNDY THURSDAY 

7:30 
pm 

Exodus 12: 
1-14 

Jane 
Thompson 

1 Corinthians 11: 
23-26 

Charles 
Paterson 

John 13: 
1-17, 31b-35 

30th 

GOOD FRIDAY 

9:00 
am 

Isaiah 52: 
13-end 53 

Simon 
Marshall 

Hebrews 10: 
16-25 

Liz 
Spratley 

John Passion 
reading 

Apr 
1st 

EASTER DAY 

10:00 
am 

TBA TBA Family Communion 

 
 
 
 
Servers 

 9:00 am 10:00 am 6:00 pm 7:30 pm 

4th Geoff Paul John - 
11th - Chris & Nick - - 

18th - Simon & Paul - - 
25th - Chris & Nick - - 

29th - - - John & Simon 

30th Geoff - - - 
Apr 1st - Chris & Simon TBA - 
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Sidesmen 

4th F Val Wilde, Doris Bellairs and Christine Masters 
11th A Jane Thompson and Adrian Hallam 

18th B Ann Meekings and Liz Bridgeman 
25th C Tim Hitchborn and Cled Bennett 

29th  Maundy Thursday - TBA 

30th  Good Friday - TBA 
Apr 1st D Trevor Harwood and Kim Hallam 

 
 
 
 
 

Intercessions 

 9:00 am 10:00 am 

4th Sue/Sonia TBA 
11th - Bet Washbrooke 

18th - Niccy Fisher 

25th - Jo Astle 
29th - Sue/Sonia (Maundy Thursday) 

Apr 1st (No 9:00 service) Tony Masters 
 
 
Bread and Wine                      Coffee 

4th Ann & Cled Bennett Johanna Jones & Jill Ironside 

11th Caroline Herron & Linda Sellars Ann Bennett & Penny Hebblewhite 

18th Carole Mills & Joy Cunningham John & Sue Marsh 
25th Doris Bellairs & Christine Masters Liz Spratley & Linda Sellars 

29th Chris Payne & Ann Meekings (Maundy Thursday) 
Apr 1st Dick & Anthea Wray Margaret Flegg 

 
 
 

Flowers  Cleaning Brasses  

4th LENT 5th - 18th - John & Linda Sellars 

11th LENT - - - 

18th LENT 19th – Apr 1st - Dick & Anthea Wray 

25th LENT - 25th Val Wilde & Sylvia Anderson 

Apr 1st Easter Flowers - - - 
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Letter from the 
Bishop of Grantham 

 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
The words ‘How can this be?’ seem to me to be hovering in the 
air a great deal at the moment. 
 
‘How can this be’ that we are so close to the date of leaving the 
EU and we don’t know precisely what is happening yet? ‘How can 
this be’ that I’ve paid my stamp all these years and all I hear 
about is hospitals and schools under huge stress? ‘How can this 
be’ that every year the trees seem to burst into bud a few days 
earlier than they did last year, but that many people cannot 
accept the evidence that says that this is as a result of human 
impact on the climate? 
 
These and so many other versions of the question buzz around in my mind and heart – as 
do the very prosaic ones of human living that in different ways we each face – and in my 
case: ‘How can this be’ that my parents, who have been reasonably well physically to this 
point, suddenly seem now to be failing so rapidly? 
 
‘How can this be?’ 
 
These are big questions and real questions. They affect different parts of our lives. They 
require us to draw on deep sources of strength. They can depress us or energise us. They 
can encourage us to reach out to others for support, and they can also make us want to 
hide and to turn in on ourselves. And where is God in it all? 
 
I don’t underestimate the impact of these words and of their underlying and related 
questions. 
 
However, as the words and questions gather, in the month of March at least I am 
comforted by the fact that as the 25th approaches, I can draw strength from the example of 
one amazing woman who has trodden the human path before us. The 25th of March is the 
Feast of the Annunciation, which is the day on which Mary was told the news that she 
would bear a child who would be Son of God – and not surprisingly, she exclaimed ‘How can 
this be?’  (Luke 1.34) 
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If Mary asked this question, then I think I am in good company if, on occasion, I ask it myself 
as well. 
 
‘How can this be?’ 
 
And once it had been explained to Mary that if she said ‘yes’, she was to enact God’s will, 
then Mary did indeed summon her strength and courage and love and obedience, and 
having expressed her incredulity, proceeded to bring about God’s purpose for her and for 
the world. She could have said ‘no’. However, she said ‘let it be so’, and thus a new chapter 
opened in the life of God’s creation. 
 
Can I echo Mary’s words? Can we? 
 
Can we, having faced the questions, place our trust in God and respond with similar 
strength, courage, love and obedience? Can we draw strength from Mary’s example? 
It is my firm conviction that we can! 
 
With every prayer and blessing, then, for March and for the Feast of the Annunciation, 
 
And for the coming joy of Easter, 
 
Bishop Nicholas 
 
P.S. – And thank you to everyone who accepted my invitation to share thoughts about 
Christmas. I received some wonderful contributions from across the diocese that I continue 
to treasure. 
 

+Bishop Nicholas 

 


