View from theCurate’s
House
Dear Friends,
Quite often the first thing we think about when we hear that the season of Lent is
approaching is that we must find something to give up for Lent. When I was at theological
college a few years ago, one of my friends was having just such a discussion with his tutor.
When the tutor asked what my friend was giving up for Lent, he quickly replied “Coming to
chapel for morning prayer.” The tutor replied, “That’s ok but you do know that saying
morning prayer is a requirement of the college? Your bishop will be very interested to hear
of this decision when I report it to him in the end of year report. Do you want reflect more
deeply on your decision?” Needless to say my friend instantly reconsidered and gave up
chocolate instead.
Lent is not really about “giving something up” but it is about finding time to reflect on our
lives and think about how we can focus more on God and his plan for us as individuals and
as a church. In the Lincoln Diocese Lent course, Bishop
Christopher talks about how we can all sometimes
compartmentalise our lives into a holy bit, which comes to
the fore when we are in worship, in prayer etc., and a
secular bit when we are at work, at home or in our leisure
pursuits. Bishop Christopher then asks the question“What do the values of the kingdom of God mean for your
work and your leisure?” We are being asked by the Bishop
to reflect on how we can bring our Christianity into
everything that we do not just on our church life or in certain aspects of our personal lives.
Our faith should permeate our whole lives. What we do in our lives in the world at large are
expressions of our lives as Christians and we gain strength and energy from our personal
prayerful devotions and from our collective worship in church.
Can I encourage you, therefore, to spend some time reflecting on the points raised by
Bishop Christopher in this season of Lent and to draw on the strength and energy we
receive in our worship to live out our faith in our home lives, our workplaces and in our
leisure pursuits. If you feel that you would like to attend a Lent course to help with your
reflections you will find details of the range of courses offered through the Churches
Together Lent Programme in this magazine. (See page 4)
Every blessing
Rev Mark
Photograph of Revd Mark courtesy of Chris Halley
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In this Month’s Priory News …
Dear All,
Isn’t it exciting? This is
the month when Spring
is due to arrive! We
recently saw early signs
even as far north as Yorkshire where there were
crocuses in the second week of February. Still, I suppose
it’s not beyond the realms of possibility that we might
yet experience some of the white stuff. British Summer
Time begins on Mothering Sunday and, of course, now
begins the period of Lent. We do hope that you will join
us on Ash Wednesday and also for the Lent Groups.
Details of our own groups and others taking place in the
Deepings are to be found on the notice boards. This is
also the month in which we hope that a new Vicar for
the Priory Church will be interviewed.
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Continuing in our attempt to bring you a variety of
interesting articles, we have a very full magazine for you
this month and I should like to say a special “thankyou”
to several contributors who were only approached
during the past twenty four hours. (An editor’s job of
cajoling and persuading is a pretty tough one, you
know!) So, as you don the wellies and gloves and invade
the vegetable plots and flower beds, we hope you will
find plenty to interest you as you put your feet up and
relax in the evenings. May I take this opportunity to wish you an early “happy vernal
equinox”.
John
Margaret’s recipe this month may need to be Thank you to Chris Halley for the picture of his little
saved until after Easter!
friend who picked up the last of the windfalls that
Chris had not noticed.

Thanks to those who have sent articles for Priory News. Please keep them coming.
Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be accompanied
by authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We will not
publish the names of children pictured unless specifically requested to do so
by their parents or guardians.
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860

priorynews@dsj.org.uk

Please let us have your contributions for the April edition of Priory News BEFORE the
deadline of Monday 24th March. Thank you.
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Dates for your Diary….
 Confirmation Group
We plan to hold a series of Confirmation classes on Tuesday evenings at 7:30pm beginning
on April 24th at 16 Church Street. These will culminate in a service of Confirmation in
Spalding on Ascension Day May 29th. Please see Revd Mark or Revd Sonia if would like to
join this group.

 Lent Groups
Lent Groups this year will run on Thursday afternoons in the Church Hall, starting on
Thursday 6th March at 2:30pm and finishing on Thursday 6th March. They will be led by
Revd Sonia, Revd Mark and Canon Niccy Fisher. Other Lent Groups in the Deepings appear
on the Noticeboards.

 Pancake Party
We will be holding our Pancake Party on Tuesday 4th March at 7:00pm in the Church Hall.
Please add you name to the list in Church if you wish to attend.
Bill and Margaret Flegg

 Churches Together
Once again Deepings Churches Together are arranging a series of Lent Lunches. So far
details have only been received for Saturday, 8th March, when St. Guthlac’s, Market
Deeping will be the hosts, Saturday, 22nd March, at the Methodist Church and Saturday,
5th April, at our own church. Further details will be given via the weekly pew sheet.
Liz Spratley

 Women’s World Day of Prayer
'Streams in the Desert'
This year's service will take place on Friday 7th March at 2 pm at the Roman Catholic
Church. The service has been prepared by the Christian women of Eygpt and the speaker
will be the Rev Mark Thomson. It is an ecumenical service and all are welcome to attend. If
you would like to go and require transport please see either Joy Cunningham or Liz Spratley.
We are looking for another representative from this Church to go on the committee. This
involves attending one committee meeting and the annual service. If you feel you could do
this please see either Liz or Joy.
Liz Spratley
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 Spring Cleaning
It will soon be time to undertake the annual Spring clean of the Church, as I was reminded
when someone pointed out the cobwebs in the Choir Vestry! Details of when this is to take
place will be announced soon. Last year we were short of volunteers so please do try to
help us this year.

Reports from Church Groups
Mission Matters
 Knit and Natter
Our current project is knitting teddy bears for use by the Police for
children who have been involved in an accident or have suffered
abuse. If you are not able to join us but would like to knit a teddy,
please contact Penny or Victoria for a pattern.
The next Knit and Natter meeting will be held on Monday 31st March at Cranmore Farm.

 Soup and a Sandwich
Soup and Sandwich Lunches will be served in the Church Hall every Thursday during Lent
from 12:00 noon to 2:00pm. Please come along and bring your friends.

 Advance Notice
On Sunday, May 11th, at 3.00 pm in the Priory Church, Sonia will be giving a talk on the
history of the church with musical illustrations by Freshe Ayre and others.
On Saturday, June 7th, hopefully in the Church Hall Garden, afternoon tea will be served.
Please put these dates in your diary.
Victoria

 News from the Tower
Our AGM went very well on the 14th February. Amongst the normal
items and reports, dates were set for various outings and our
annual barbeque venue was arranged.
Several jobs that require completing or assistance needed to get
the jobs done had dates arranged and the helping hands available.
We did manage to ring for a short period of time once the AGM had
been put to bed.
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Not only in our tower, but ringing chambers all over the UK are suffering with the loss of the
young to middle aged ringers. We need to keep the bells ringing for Weddings and Church
Services, if you would like to have a go you would be welcomed on any Friday evening at
7.30pm or contact 01778 345478 and speak to Mike or Hilary.
Hilary & Mike

Other Reports and News

 Deeping St James Church Ladies’ Fellowship
On Friday 14th February 45 members and friends sat down to a Valentines Lunch of Steak
pie and assorted vegetables followed by a selection of puddings prepared by Margaret
Flegg and served by members. Mrs Pat Abel organised the raffle and members’ husbands
served the drinks. The winner of the Valentine’s flowers was Lynne Clark, the event raised
£175-00 for funds.
Bill Flegg

 Revision of Electoral Roll
It is that time of year again when we have to revise the Electoral Roll before the Annual
Meeting of the Parochial Church Council.
This year the period for changing the roll will commence on Sunday 23rd February 2014 and
will close on Tuesday 11th March 2014. During this time changes can be submitted, people
added or removed. So please consider if you have changed address or changed your name?
If you are not sure if your details are correctly held on the roll, please feel free to see me in
Church on Sunday mornings or contact me on 01778 348178. Alternatively, if you wish to
apply to be added to the roll (particularly those who have recently turned 16) or taken off
for any reason, again please see me. For those who wish to be added to the list there is a
simple form to completed.
The revised roll will be available in Church for viewing only from Tuesday 18th March 2014
to Tuesday 1st April 2014.
Please remember that only people that are on the Electoral Roll at this point can attend the
Annual Meeting of the Parochial Church Council.
Many thanks for your help.
Kim Hallam
Electoral Roll Officer
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 SNAPSHOT - Deepings Camera Club Exhibition
Thank you to all who managed to go along to the Camera Club Exhibition and a big thank
you to those who gave me their vote!
I was pleased to get three in the top 14 out of 150 entries with "Walking the Dog - Deeping
St James" 5th, "The Rose Queen" 10th and "A Wet Whitehaven" 14th.
Many thanks again and here's to next year!
John Marsh

Priory Church Coffee Group
At the AGM of the Coffee Group on Thursday 20th February, members approved the
distribution of funds to the following groups:
The Lincs & Notts Air Ambulance £100, First Responders £100, Sitter Service £100, Deepings
Food Bank £100, Deepings Youth Club £100, Spire lighting of the Priory Church £100, Priory
Junior Church £100, Lady Chapel Fund £150, Church Hall Kitchen Fund £100, Church Hall
Gardens £50, Snowdrop Appeal £50. All monies will be distributed at the Spring Coffee
morning on 8th May 2014.
Future meeting dates are Spring Coffee morning 8th May, Afternoon Tea 24th July, Autumn
Coffee Morning 20th September, Advent Coffee Morning 27th November.

Tony's Travels:

By The Rivers of Babylon - Part 4

We’re already in part 4, how much more of this must you endure, will we ever get to
Babylon? Well yes we will, and we will also marvel at the great arch of Ctesiphon, and on the
desert plain search for and find the ruins of Seleucia. There will even be encounters,
fortunately reasonably friendly, with men with guns but first there is work to do to earn a
crust and at last, after a few days when I
make myself useful sorting out problems
on the production lines, our crane arrives
from Kuwait together with a convoy of
HGVs loaded with the steelwork for the
new silo structure. The crane driver turns
out to be Lebanese, so speaks Arabic but
no English or French. Our foreman speaks
French but no Arabic or English. As for me,
I speak passable but unreliable French
(with many, often hilarious mistakes) and my Arabic is limited to ‘thank you’, ‘God willing’,
‘peace be upon you’ and ‘I’ll have the roast lamb.’ Worst of all the crane driver’s assistant we
were promised turns out not to exist at all. So sorting out communications is absolutely
essential before we start slinging heavy steelwork around and we determine on a strict house
rule of standard hand signals only and absolutely no talking during lifting operations,
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although cursing beneath the breath in one’s native tongue does unfortunately prove
physically unavoidable at difficult moments, especially when hot and tired.
Work gets under way and morale and tempers improve as we start to make visible progress,
although nothing seems to go smoothly for long. For example, once a week a long freight
train reverses off the main line into the factory siding to deliver cement and other supplies.
One morning as I watch it slowly approaching I become aware that there is something odd
about it, and when it gets closer I realise that a large steel gate is wedged across the buffers.
Evidently the gatekeeper forgot to open the factory gate or was absent for some reason. We
are in the process of cutting the gate off the train when the entire Iraqi workforce
disappears. Curious to find out why, I discover them on the other side of the factory being
given a pep-talk by the new Iraqi manager. In due course this becomes a familiar occurrence;
a new manager appears, harangues the workforce and productivity improves for a few days.
Then things slowly get back to normal and after a few weeks the manager disappears to be
replaced by yet another one. It is rather like watching the management of an English football
team in the relegation zone.
I decide that as we are now making real progress erecting the silo structure, working long
hours six days a week in the hot sun, it is time for some rest and recreation and I should
search out Brian, a colleague from my firm I have never met because he is always overseas
but who my ‘spies’ in our London office tell me is presently to be found working on the new
Baghdad North Ring Road. As one of the structures on that project is a major new bridge
across the Tigris the site proves reasonably easy to locate and so I find Brian in his site office
and introduce myself. Brian invites me back to his house for dinner but he works very late,
well into the dark, so I have a good look round the site of the new bridge while I wait for him
to finish.
As we drive to his house Brian explains that dinner is being prepared by Hassan, his
housekeeper. The house proves to be huge, dingy and oppressive, full of ornately carved and
dusty furniture in dark wood. The overall style is basically Dracula meets the Arabian Nights.
The first room I look into from the hallway contains nothing but a snooker table, piled high
with dirty clothing. The kitchen looks better but the kitchen table is covered with dirty dishes
and a solitary water melon which proves to be the only edible item in the house. Hassan
wanders casually into view from somewhere and an argument immediately begins in broken
English about why he hasn’t done the washing, the shopping, the cleaning, the cooking etc.
So we go out to a corner café for fried chicken and coffee and Brian explains that when he
rented the house Hassan was included as part of the deal, he can’t sack him, they don’t get
on and Hassan does everything he can to be difficult and provocative. I enquire why Brian
doesn’t simply move out and find another house but he evades the question so I don’t push
it. I begin to suspect that Brian is an obsessive workaholic and Hassan is the exact opposite.
This proves to be the beginning of a few interesting and bizarre days with Brian and Hassan,
two men of very different cultures and outlooks but apparently united by a strong bond of
mutual hatred and contempt.
To be continued.......
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Tony Masters

Cooking with Margaret:
Apricot and Coconut Slices
Ingredients:

Method:

225g Finely crushed Digestive
Biscuits

You will need a lightly greased and base lined 20cm by
30cm shallow tin.

175g Ready to eat Dried
Apricots, finely chopped

Mix together the biscuits, apricots and coconut in a large
bowl. Melt together the butter and condensed milk until
smooth, then mix into crumb mixture.

125g Desiccated Coconut
Spread into prepared tin, pressing down evenly. Melt the
chocolate and spread evenly over the top of the biscuit
base.

125g Unsalted Butter
397g Can of Condensed Milk,

Refrigerate until set.
175g White Chocolate
Cut into squares and enjoy.

Getting to Know You…
(It must be a Lancastrian thing - I too was born at an early age
and not so very far away from Blackburn which I visited quite
often as a child. Anyway,
thanks for your eleventh hour
contribution. Oh, and I love the uni photo! Ed.)

I was born at an early age in a suburb of Blackburn, in
Lancashire, towards the end of the Second World War.
My father was part owner and manager of a cotton mill
and my mother, who by then was already full time
mother to my sister, had trained and worked as a nurse
and midwife at Blackburn’s Royal Infirmary.
(Continued on page 12)
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR MARCH 2014
1st

Saturday

David, Bishop of Menevia, Patron of Wales, 601

2nd

SUNDAY

SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT (Transfiguration Sunday)
9:00 am
Holy Communion (said)
10:00 am
Family Service

4th

Tuesday

7:00 pm

5th

Wednesday

ASH WEDNESDAY
7:30 pm
Holy Communion with imposition of ashes

6th

Thursday

9:30 am
Holy Communion
10:30 am Home Communions
12:00-2:00 pm Mission Committee: Soup & Sandwich in Church Hall
2:30 pm
Lent Group in Church Hall
7:45 pm
Church Ladies’ Fellowship AGM followed by games

7th

Friday

Perpetua, Felicity and their Companions, Martyrs at Carthage, 203
Women’s World Day of Prayer
2.00 pm
Service at Roman Catholic Church: Speaker: Revd Mark
Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

8th

Saturday

Edward King, Bishop of Lincoln, 1910
12:00 noon
Lent Lunch at St. Guthlac’s, Market Deeping

9th

SUNDAY

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
10:00 am Sung Eucharist

11th

Tuesday

9:00-10:30 am Clergy Chapter at Crowland

12th

Wednesday

Ember Day

13th

Thursday

9:30 am
Holy Communion
12:00-2:00 pm Mission Committee: Soup & Sandwich in Church Hall
2:30 pm
Lent Group in Church Hall

14th

Friday

Ember Day
Practice Night:
6.45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

15th

Saturday

Ember Day
12:00 noon

Shrove Tuesday: Pancake Party

Lent Lunch at Roman Catholic Church

16th

SUNDAY

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
10:00 am Sung Eucharist

17th

Monday

Patrick, Bishop, Missionary, Patron of Ireland, 460
7:30 pm
PCC Meeting at 16 Church Street
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19th

Wednesday

Joseph of Nazareth

20th

Thursday

Cuthbert, Bishop of Lindisfarne, Missionary, 687
Spring begins
9:30 am
Holy Communion
12:00-2:00 pm Mission Committee: Soup & Sandwich in Church Hall
2:30 pm
Lent Group in Church Hall
7:45 pm
Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Craft Evening

21st

Friday

Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury, Reformation Martyr, 1556
Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

22nd

Saturday

12:00 noon

23rd

SUNDAY

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
10:00 am Sung Eucharist
6.00 pm
Choral Evensong (Plainsong)

25th

Tuesday

THE ANNUNCIATION OF OUR LORD TO THE VIRGIN MARY

27th

Thursday

9:30 am
Holy Communion
12:00-2:00 pm Mission Committee: Soup & Sandwich in Church Hall
2:30 pm
Lent Group in Church Hall

28th

Friday

29th

Saturday

Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers
12:00 noon
Lent Lunch at Open Door Church

30th

SUNDAY

MOTHERING SUNDAY (Fourth Sunday of Lent)
(British Summer Time begins)
10:00 am Sung Eucharist

3rd

Thurday

9:30 am
Holy Communion
10:30 am Home Communions
12:00-2:00 pm Mission Committee: Soup & Sandwich in Church Hall
2:30 pm
Lent Group in Church Hall
7:45 pm
Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Photography

4th

Friday

Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

5th

Saturday

12:00 noon

6th

SUNDAY

PASSION SUNDAY (Fifth Sunday of Lent)
9:00 am
Holy Communion (said)
10:00 am
Family Service with Holy Baptism - Sophie Rose Ellerby

Lent Lunch at Methodist Church

April

Lent Lunch at Priory Church
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(Continued from page 9)
Nobody talked about the war in those days and, even though I had an uncle who had lost a
leg in the fighting, it was years before I came to realise just what recent history the war had
been.
As a child I suffered from what was then diagnosed as bronchitis, later asthma and now
COPD (you will have to look that one up in a medical dictionary but it shows how medicine
has moved on, or not, as the case may be!) and thus was never an active sportsman during
my school years. In fact, I came to hate both sport and physical education as a schoolboy
although I did play, and thoroughly enjoy, badminton three times a week whilst in my
twenties!
Neither, in later years, did I distinguish myself academically at school, a result, I think, of a).
suffering from a type of dyslexia which meant I was, and still am, a very slow reader with a
poor short term memory and b) going to a grammar school where the bright ones (including
me!) were channelled towards studying maths, physics and chemistry whilst the less bright
followed the arts. Pride, I suppose, meant I chose to study sciences and the fall, I guess,
came with my “A” level results which, even after two attempts, were pretty abysmal!
Not withstanding this, I won a scholarship (sponsored by one of three local Blackburn
breweries!) to visit America in 1962, quite an adventure at the time and one which led to
long standing friendships with the family with whom I stayed and a love of both the country
and its people.
Having failed to get a place at university (I didn’t really want to go
there at the time anyway) I was offered and accepted a post in the
Treasurer’s Office at my local town hall. This was to influence the
rest of my life and I remained in local government throughout my
career gaining first my professional qualification as a municipal
accountant and then being fortunate enough to be offered a place
to read for a Masters degree at the University of Kent in
Canterbury. I should add that this was on full pay with the course
fees paid by my employer as well. How times have changed and I
am eternally grateful and thank God for what was not, in any way,
a small mercy.
As an aside, I should say that my main claim to fame whilst working in Blackburn was that I
occupied the same desk as had the late great Alfred Wainright before his departure for
Kendal and a second career writing those famous guides to Lake District walking.
The bright lights of London attracted me in the mid seventies when I became Assistant
Town Clerk to the Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames, a move which would not have
been possible without my Masters in Local Government.
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It was whilst at Kingston that Sue and I met, she working in the Planning Department when
our paths crossed over a planning issue.
We were married at St Mary’s Church, Walton-on-Thames on 23rd September 1978 and
later moved from Walton to Chertsey (of recent flooding fame) where we lived when our
first son, Chris, was born.
In the mid eighties, having risen to Secretary to the Royal Borough of Kingston, I was
appointed to a similar position with Wokingham Council in Berkshire, at that time the
fastest growing district in the country after Milton Keynes. It was when at Wokingham that
our second son, Nick, was born and it was whilst still working there that we moved to
Newbury for schooling reasons. I later became a parent governor at the school our sons
attended, a role I would recommend to anyone with more that a passing interest in their
offspring’s education.
Contrary to the popular belief that jobs in local government are a “cushy 9 – 5 number” I
worked exceedingly long hours including attending evening meetings which could go on
into the early hours of the morning and many Saturdays and Sundays too! As Returning
Officer election days were no exception either, demanding a presence from long before the
polls opened and being last to leave at the end of what, on occasions when councils had a
habit of becoming balanced, (coalitions in modern parlance!) could be a long and tortuous
count. I always argued that were the votes counted the following day the results would be
the same but sadly that was an argument I never managed to win!
Family life, needless to say was a victim and it was, perhaps with some relief that I took
early retirement and, believe me, I have never felt even a modicum of guilt at being a drain
on the superannuation fund.
Working for thirty plus years in local government alongside local politicians has led me to
have a great regard for the work most local councillors do (I’m not too certain that I would
say the same for M.P.s although I’m sure they vary in both quality and commitment) and I
am proud to admit to being one of the Independent Panel which has recently
recommended rises in allowances for members of Lincolnshire County Council. Compare, if
you will, the level of responsibility of Martin Hill, Leader of the County Council, who runs a
multi-million pound organisation on an allowance of £30,000 a year with that of Wayne
Rooney on WEEKLY pay and, so far as I can see NO RESPONSIBILITY, of £300,000! I rest my
case!
And (yes, I know you should never start a sentence with “And” but I often do!) talking of
football, I have a lifelong passion as a supporter of my home town team of Blackburn
Rovers who, those with a nose for football will know, have undergone a torrid last few
years! I have little time for what I call “pseudo supporters” of teams like Man U’ who have
no birth right to support a team with which they have no affinity other than to support a
winning team!
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My main hobbies, if you have got this far without losing interest, are photography, which
you might already have noticed and a life long interest in buses (I’m happy to explain the
latter to anybody who cares to ask!). I do manage to combine the two and had my first bus
photograph published in a national magazine way back in 1966.
As a northerner who spent many happy days and weeks in the Lake District before leaving
for pastures new, I am a “hills person” so, at the risk of upsetting some if not most readers,
you might be able to guess my overall impression of the Lincolnshire countryside.
Having said that I have found joining both the Priory Church and Deepings U3A (University
of the Third Age for those not in the know) excellent ways of integrating into the
community and making friends and acquaintances and I’d like to thank all those amongst
you who recognise themselves as fitting into either category.
In mitigation for the above I should point out that our editor, John, gave me little, if any,
time to put together my thoughts for this feature so, I will readily forgive you if you don’t
believe a word of what you have just read!
John Marsh

 A request from Junior Church
Children's Church would be very grateful for
donations of Cadbury's Cream Eggs and Cadbury's
mini eggs for Good Friday activities. Can we also
ask for chocolate raffle prizes, such as Easter
eggs, bunnies, biscuits etc
Thank you so much in anticipation of your
kindness; donations can be given to any of the
Leaders after the Sunday service.
The congregation is warmly invited to join us in
the Church Hall after the Good Friday morning service for seasonal refreshments.
There will be a full report on the children's morning in the May edition of Priory News, we
hope that 60 children and their families will participate this year.
Lisa
14

News from the Diocese
Following General Synod, and a discussion in the House of Bishops, the Archbishops of
Canterbury and York issued a letter to all brothers and sisters in Christ. To see full details,
please visit our website on www.lincoln.anglican.org

 Spring Harvest
Attracting thousands of Christians each year, Spring Harvest is a cross-denominational,
multi-week event that takes place every Easter at Butlins Minehead and Skegness.
This year's dates are Minehead 5-18 April (three events) and Skegness 14-18 April (one
event). Both resorts offers comfortable self-catering and half board accommodation
in units for up to 8 people. Availability can be checked at www.springharvest.org

 Diocese of Lincoln Website and Crosslincs (from Michelle Lees –
Diocesan Communications Officer)
Regrettably the search facility on our website has been temporarily suspended. This was
because we discovered the correct permissions had not been obtained in order for us to
comply with the Data Protection Act, and the data was linked to our old database, which
was out of date. I am working with our database suppliers to arrange for a link to the new
database to be created, and permissions are being sought for the data. We are working on
this as quickly as possible and hope to have the look up facility live in the next two weeks.
Once this work has been completed I hope to have a new Diocesan Handbook printed and
available to clergy.
Once the data is live again, I would be most grateful if you could check your details and
email jennifer.dyke@lincoln.anglican.org with any amendments.
I realise that this is a real inconvenience, but hope that you understand that we must
comply with the Data Protection Act, and that we want to make every effort to ensure we
hold safe the information you supply to us - thank you for your patience.

...And now for something completely different...
Philip Astle, who submitted these, remarked, “No wonder church is so popular!”
Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale. It’s a chance to get rid of those things not worth
keeping around the house. Bring your husbands.
Don’t let worry kill you off, let the Church help.
At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be ‘What is Hell?’ Come early and
listen to our choir practice.
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Rotas for March
Servers
2nd
5th
9th
16th
23rd
30th

9.00 am
Geoff
-

10.00 am
Paul
Simon & John
Chris & Paul
Simon & Chris
John & Simon

6:00pm
Geoff
-

7:30 pm
Chris & Simon
-

Sidesmen
2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th
6th Apr

F
A
B
C
D
E

Team A: Jane Thompson and Adrian Hallam
Team B: Joy Cunningham and Ann Meekings
Team C: Tim Hitchborn and Cled Bennett
Team D: Trevor Harwood and Kim Hallam
Team E: Liz Bridgeman, Bill and Margaret Flegg
Team F: Val Wilde, Doris Bellairs and Christine Masters

Intercessions
2nd
5th
9th
16th
23rd
30th
6th April

9:00 am
Ann Smart
Sonia Marshall

10:00 am
TBA
Jo Astle
Martin Fisher
Tony Masters
Bet Washbrooke
-

Bread and Wine
2nd
5th
9th
16th
23rd
30th
6th Apr
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Cled and Ann Bennett (9:00 am)
Victoria and John Worthingon 7:30
Dick and Anthea Wray
Martin and Niccy Fisher
Pat Feek and Doris Warner
Cled and Ann Bennett
Linda and John Sellars (9:00 am)

7:30 pm
Martin Fisher
-

Coffee
Johanna Jones and Jill Ironside
Liz Spratley and Linda Sellars
Lin Witheringon and Joan Dyke
Pat Feek and Doris Warner
Ann Bennett and Penny Hebblewhite
Val Wilde and Doris Bellairs

Flowers

Cleaning & Brasses

Flowers
2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th
6th Apr

Vacant
Lent
Lent
Lent
Lent
Lent

Cleaning Brasses
Mar 3rd16th
Mar 16th
Mar 17th30th
Mar 31stApr 13th

John and Linda Sellars
Joan Dyke and Linda Mann
Janet Lill and Marion Stevens
Dick and Anthea Wray

Readings and Readers for March
2nd

9:00
am

5th

7:30
pm

9th

10:00
am

16th

OT Reading OT Reader
NT Reading
NT Reader
Gospel
Sunday next before Lent (Transfiguration Sunday))
Exodus 24:
Martin
2 Peter 1:
Caroline
Matthew 17:
12-18
Fisher
16-21
Herron
1-9
Ash Wednesday (Holy Eucharist with Ashing)
Isaiah 58:
Peter
2 Corinthians 5:
Joy
John 8:
1-12
Wilde
20 - 6:10
Cunningham
1-11
First Sunday of Lent
Genesis 2:
Liz
Romans 5:
Niccy
Matthew 4:
15-17; 3:1-7
Bridgman
12-19
Fisher
1-11
Second Sunday of Lent
Genesis 12:
Roger
Roman 4:
Ann
John 3:
1-4
Bridgman
1-5, 13-17
Bennett
1 - 17
Third Sunday of Lent

23rd

30th
6th
Apr

10:00
am
6:00
pm
10:00
am
9:00
am

Exodus 17:
1 -7

Bryan
Jones

Romans 5:
Jill
John 4:
1 - 11
Ironside
5 - 42
Joshua 1:
Ephesians 6:
Psalm 40
1 -9
10 - 20
Mothering Sunday (Fourth Sunday of Lent)
1 Samuel 1:
Jacob
Colossians 3:
Bill
John 19:
20 - 28
Boswall
12 - 17
Flegg
25 - 27
Passion Sunday (Fifth Sunday of Lent)
Ezekiel 37:
John
Romans 8:
Victoria
John 11:
1 - 14
Worthington
6 - 11
Worthington
1 - 45
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Remember. Celebrate. Change lives
A leading cancer charity has created a special
place where people can remember and
celebrate the lives of loved ones they have lost
to cancer.
Losing someone you love can leave you feeling lost, particularly with Mother’s Day
approaching. So, Macmillan Cancer Support have created a permanent place where friends
and family can come together, share memories and even change lives.
Local fundraising manager, Mandy Jordan says “The website allows you to create a lasting
legacy for your loved one – a legacy that will help Macmillan support more people with
cancer and their families, if someone close to you dies from cancer, Macmillan are here for
you. Call the support line on 0808 808 00 00 to help you cope with grief, give you all the
practical information you need, and when you’re ready, offer ways to celebrate the life of
your loved one.
To find out more about Macmillan tribute funds, visit www.macmillan.tributefunds.com, or
contact Mandy Jordan, Fundraising Manager Suffolk at fundraising@macmillan.org.uk
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Letter from the
Bishop of Lincoln
Dear Friends,
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the season of Lent, traditionally seen as a time for
prayer and penance in the church; a time for drawing aside and reflecting on our Lord’s
journey to the Cross and our own journey as Christian people.
As we seek to move forward together as a faithful, confident and joyful diocese, Lent
provides an ideal opportunity for us to clear away some of the clutter that can get in the
way of that making those things a reality in our own lives. Lent gives us a structured
framework in which to stop, to pray, and to reflect on the things that stand between us and
God; between us and each other; between us and the best of who each of us is.
That is not always an easy thing to do. It can take us to uncomfortable places as we uncover
things about ourselves that we would rather remained hidden, or are reminded of the
broken-ness and cruelty that mar God’s world.
On Ash Wednesday many of our churches will hold services which include the imposition of
ashes. If you have the opportunity to attend one of these services, I encourage you to do so.
The ash is also a symbol of what is left when everything else has gone and things are laid
bare. Their imposition on our foreheads is a powerful reminder of our own vulnerability and
of the ways in which we fall short of all that God intends for us.
But Ash Wednesday is only the beginning of the Lenten journey. Jesus’ journey to the Cross
will be transformed into the Easter joy of the resurrection – a transformation which shows
the world that God’s power is made perfect in weakness.
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That possibility of transformation is the basis of our hope as disciples of Christ. It is the light
that shines even when all seems darkest in our own lives and in the life of the world. We
need not fear: the God who endured the pain of death on the cross is the same God whose
love and forgiveness are freely offered by God to each one of us.
We are not alone; the light shines in the darkness.
Christ has penetrated into the depths of darkness,
loneliness, rejection, agony and fear,
in order to touch the depths of darkness
in each one of us
and to call us to belief,
to call us to walk in this world of darkness,
loneliness, rejection, agony and fear hoping, trusting in the resurrection . . .
So do not turn aside from your own pain,
your anguish and brokenness,
your loneliness and emptiness,
by pretending you are strong.
Go within yourself.
Go down the ladder of your own being
until you discover like a seed
buried in the broken, ploughed earth
of your own vulnerability the presence of Jesus,
the light shining in the darkness.
And there, offer yourself with Jesus
to the Father
for the life of the world.
Jean Vanier

By the way....
Do check out the Parish Website at www.dsj.org.uk where you will find links to various
items such as details of Jacob Boswall’s travels through Palestine. You can also view the
Parish Profile as seen by prospective candidates for the post of Vicar of the Parish. These
links appear on the right hand side of the home page.
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