From the Curate
Dear Friends,
As I write these lines to you this month I find myself for the time being
‘grounded’...temporarily laid up by a back injury. If you have experienced
something similar, or indeed any illness which confines you to your home,
armchair or bed for a while you will know how frustrating it can be...all around
there is so much to be done but in your present state all you can do is be still...
Sometimes being still is exactly what God requires of us...’Be still, and know that
I am God’ Human beings can spend so much time rushing around, pursuing their
own plans and schemes that they can miss the word of God speaking to
them...the voice that comes, not in the noise of the rushing wind and
earthquake, but in the still small voice...the voice that calms the violence of the
waves of the sea...the still silence of Our Lord hanging on the cross, the sight of
which compels all to examine their own hearts and motives.
There is suspended over the nave in Peterborough Cathedral a red cross with
the inscription ‘Stat crux dum volvitur orbis’: the cross stands while the earth
goes round. May you discover for yourselves this Lent this still centre in a
turbulent world, the still centre which is the source of reconciliation, life, power
and ultimately resurrection...the joy of Eastertide.
A happy and blessed Easter to you all,
Reverend Sonia

Good Friday Children’s activities
There will be the usual activities in the Church Hall following a short Service in the
Church at 9.00 am. on Friday, 29th March.
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In this Month’s Priory News …
Dear All,
The lighter mornings and
John Marsh’s picture on this
month’s front cover must
surely herald the prospect
of warmer weather just
around the corner.
Or
maybe the mental picture of Easter bonnets, daffodils and
crocuses is just that – a figment of an over-optimistic
imagination? Still, in the middle of the season of Lent, isn’t it
right that we should be looking forward to the wonderful
triumph of the first Easter of two thousand years ago when
God raised Jesus from the dead? I always feel that Spring,
with its glorious colours and new growth, couldn’t have been
better chosen for this particular time in the Church’s
calendar.
It is good too to welcome Revd Janet back after her recent
absence but we are sorry that Revd Sonia has now been
forced to take a break through ill health – we wish her all the
very best for a speedy recovery.
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Last month I asked for any suggestions for improvements to Priory News but the lack of response
brings with it the possibility of journalistic complacency so we’ve ‘stuck our necks out’ by trying a
different layout in places. Do let us know if you approve (or disapprove!).
Wishing you a very Happy Easter,
John
Margaret, your recipe this month is just too
Our thanks to John Marsh for this month’s
tempting for Lent! I hope I can still find the Priory beautiful cover picture reminding us that
News after Easter day!
Spring is well and truly on the way.
Clergy Duty Days:
Revd Janet
Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, Sunday
Revd Sonia
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday. Sunday
Either can be available on a Friday

Thanks to those who have sent articles for Priory News. Please keep them
coming – all are very welcome. NB: pictures containing recognisable
children must be accompanied by authorisation to publish from their
parents or guardians. We will not publish the names of children pictured
unless specifically requested to do so by their parents or guardians.
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 01778-343860
priorynews@dsj.org.uk
Please let us have your contributions for the April edition of Priory News
BEFORE the deadline, Wednesday 20th March. Thank you for your help.
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Dates for your Diary
 Lent Lunches
The remaining Lent Lunches in the Deepings will be held as follows:
 March 2nd.
St. Guthlac’s
 March 9th.
Priory Church
 March 16th.
The Roman Catholic Church.
 Spring cleaning
The annual spring clean of the Church will take place during the week
beginning March 18th. We would be grateful for as many volunteers as
possible, after all many hands make light work. There will be a list up in
church for you to sign if you are able to spare an hour or so to help.
Liz Spratley

 Fashion Show at St Guthlac’s
Friday 15th March at 7.30pm at St Guthlac’s Church, Market Deeping (NB. date)
*Private Kollection, Market Deeping
*Baubles & Bangles, Stamford
*Ruffles, Market Deeping
*Sharon’s Hats, Market Deeping

Proceeds to be shared between Parkinsons UK and St Guthlac’s Church
Tickets: £10 (includes wine/juice, cake) + free raffle tickets, excellent prizes!
Available from Chris Ferguson: 01778 344126
 Students’ Cross pilgrimage
will take place on 25th March, between 12noon and 3:00pm. in the Priory Church Hall.
 Model Railway Exhibition
It is proposed to hold this during the weekend of 13th. & 14th. April. More details and
requests for help to follow.

Church Groups
 Mission Matters
We will be hosting an Art Exhibition with floral displays during the weekend of May 18th &
19th and a concert on the Sunday afternoon to be given by Freshe Ayre. Proceeds will go to
Mission causes. Please contact Anne Smart at Smartlady02@aol.com if you have any pictures
to display.
The next ‘Knit and Natter’ will be held on March 14th at Cranmore Farmhouse.
Children’s jumpers are on the agenda and patterns, wool and needles can be
provided.
Victoria
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 Priory Church Coffee Group.
At the AGM held on 21 February, the following funds were allocated to local good causes: Junior Church. £100-00
 Spire Lighting. £100-00
 Church Boiler Fund. £150-00
 Church Hall Garden. £50-00
 Church Hall Kitchen (replacement cupboards). £200-00
 First Responders. £100-00
 Youth Group. £150-00
 Friendship for Disabled. £100-00
 Snowdrop Appeal. £50-00
These monies will be distributed at the Spring Coffee morning on 23rd May.
Coffee Group future events





Spring Coffee Morning 23rd May
Afternoon Tea 18th July
Autumn Coffee Morning. SATURDAY 21st. September
Advent Coffee Morning. 28th November
Margaret

 Social Committee
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Party
On Tuesday 12th February the Social Committee held a pancake party for 31 people. The menu was
a choice of chicken, vegetable, or french onion soups with home made bread rolls. This was
followed by freshly made pancakes with various choices of filling. After coffee, those attending
took part in several beetle games. Chairman, Tim Hitchborn, gave thanks to both Margaret and Bill
Flegg for their work in providing the food and entertainment. Our thanks to those who supported
the evening.
Bill Flegg

...........(We’ve also added the following appreciation sent
in by John Marsh. Thanks to Chris Halley for the photo.)
" Thirty parishioners enjoyed their last chance of freedom
eating before the onset of Lent at the traditional pancake
party in the church hall on the evening of Shrove Tuesday.
After a choice of three delicious soups with bread rolls the
hungry band were treated to pancakes with fillings of
apple, strawberry, maple syrup, golden syrup or the more
traditional lemon and sugar. All to die for! This was followed by several quick-fire games of beetle
with yet more goodies, aka chocolate, for the winning teams! Our thanks go to Bill and Margaret
Flegg for their unending culinary efforts, not least to Margaret who cooked seventy five pancakes
on the night. Now how does that divide by 30?"
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 News from the Tower
It was nice to see that Daphne has returned to ringing after her
replacement hip. Welcome back Daphne and we hope to keep seeing
you on a regular basis. On February 1st we held our A.G.M. in the
ringing chamber. After the main business, we discussed our social
events. Our outings include a Ten-pin bowling evening and, in the
spring, a bell ringing tour to other towers. We also have a regular monthly ring at
West Deeping.

We showed you some snow scenes in last month’s issue. The first picture is in Deeping
St James. The second shows cars parked for a few days in Austria. “That’s what you
call snow”.
Mike Gentle

A Reminder: Electoral Roll of Church Members
The Electoral Roll is now open for complete revision. Please ensure that all Electoral Roll
forms are completed and returned to me no later than 17th March 2013.
Anyone who wishes to be on the new roll must complete a new form, even if you have
been on the roll previously. The basic criteria is to be baptised, 16 years old or over and
either to be resident in the parish or to have attended worship regularly in the parish in the
last 6 months prior to enrolment. Please re-member that to be a member of the PCC or a
Church Warden or just to attend the annual church meeting you have to be included on
the Electoral Roll.
As you will appreciate this is quite a time consuming task so I would be really grateful if you
could get your completed forms back to me as soon as possible.
If anyone has any queries or is not sure whether they are eligible to be included on the roll
please contact me on 01778 348178 or see me in Church. Many thanks,
Kim Hallam (Electoral Roll Officer).
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(I recently searched the internet to find a copy of the famous “Praying Hands” by Albrecht
Dürer, with a view possibly to using it on the weekly pew sheet. After reading a brief
biography of the artist, part of which is included, I found the following charming story: Ed)

Albrecht Dürer
1471 – 1528

The most often reproduced and widely known work of the German
artist Albrecht Dürer is the gray and white brush drawing on bluegrounded paper, entitled the "Hands of the Apostle," generally
known as "The Praying Hands". This 1508 sketch was a preliminary
study for an altarpiece commissioned by Jakob Heller (1460-1522), a
wealthy merchant, member of the town council, and mayor of
Frankfurt. Dürer finished the sketch in detail, to be copied exactly in
the final painting of the altarpiece. Only the central panel depicting
the Assumption and Coronation of the Virgin was executed by Dürer
himself. Dürer worked for 13 months on the final painting,
determined to make it so sound and beautiful "that it will remain
bright and fresh for five hundred years." Unfortunately, the central
panel of the altarpiece was sold a century later by the Dominicans to Duke Maximilian of
Bavaria, and in 1729 was destroyed by a fire. A 1614 copy of the Heller altarpiece, done by
Jobst Harrich of Nuernberg (c. 1580-1617) has survived. So too, the preliminary sketches
that Dürer had prepared for the final painting have survived.
Below is a wonderfully touching story about Dürer's Praying Hands that is circulated widely.
It tells of Dürer doing his creation in appreciation of a brother who went to work in the
mines to support Albrecht's education. There his hands were deformed. There is no credible
source for this story. It appears to be a relatively modern work of myth and fiction.
“The Praying Hands
Back in the fifteenth century, in a tiny village near Nuernberg, lived a family with eighteen
children. Eighteen! In order merely to keep food on the table for this mob, the father and
head of the household, a goldsmith by profession, worked almost eighteen hours a day at
his trade and any other paying chore he could find in the neighbourhood.
Despite their seemingly hopeless condition, two of Albrecht Dürer the Elder's children had
a dream. They both wanted to pursue their talent for art, but they knew full well that their
father would never be financially able to send either of them to Nuernberg to study at the
Academy. After many long discussions at night in their crowded bed, the two boys finally
worked out a pact. They would toss a coin. The loser would go down into the nearby
mines and, with his earnings, support his brother while he attended the academy. Then,
when that brother who won the toss completed his studies, in four years, he would support
the other brother at the academy, either with sales of his artwork or, if necessary, also by
labouring in the mines.
(Continued on page 10)
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR MARCH 2013
1st

Friday

David, Bishop of Menevia, Patron of Wales, 601
2:00 pm Service for the Women’s World Day of Prayer
Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

2nd

Saturday

Chad, Bishop of Lichfield, Missionary, 672

3rd

SUNDAY

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
9:00 am
Holy Communion (said)
10:00 am
Family Service with Holy Baptism
6:00 pm
Choral Evensong (Plainsong)

7th

Thursday

Perpetua, Felicity & their Companions, Martyrs at Carthage, 203
9:30 am
Holy Communion
10:30 am
Home Communions
7:45 pm
Church Ladies’ Fellowship AGM

8th

Friday

Edward King, Bishop of Lincoln, 1910
Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

9th

Saturday

11:30 am

10th

SUNDAY

MOTHERING SUNDAY (Fourth Sunday in Lent)
8:00 am
Holy Communion (said)
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist

12th

Tuesday

9:00 am

Clergy Chapter in Crowland

14th

Thursday

9:30 am

Holy Communion

15th

Friday

Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

17th

SUNDAY

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT (Passion Sunday)
(Electoral Roll forms to be completed)
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist
3:00 pm
Service of Holy Baptism

19th

Tuesday

Joseph of Nazareth

20th

Wednesday

Cuthbert, Bishop of Lindisfarne, Missionary, 687

21st

Thursday

Thomas Cranmer
9:30 am
Holy Communion
7:30 pm
PCC Meeting
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Lent Lunch in the Church Hall

22nd Friday

Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

24th

SUNDAY

PALM SUNDAY
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist & Procession of Palms

25th

Monday

Monday of Holy Week

26th

Tuesday

Tuesday of Holy Week
11:00 am
Wedding of Vikin Odedra & Shama Modhwadia

27th

Wednesday

Wednesday of Holy Week

28th

Thursday

MAUNDY THURSDAY
(Sung Eucharist and Blessing of the Oils at Lincoln Cathedral
- no morning service here)
7:30 pm
Eucharist of the Lord’s Supper with Footwashing
and Stripping of the Altar followed by
Watch of Prayer till Midnight

29th

Friday

GOOD FRIDAY
9:00 am
Children’s Activities
10:30 am
Good Friday Liturgy

30th

Saturday

Easter Eve

31st

SUNDAY

EASTER DAY
(British Summer Time begins)
10:00 am
Easter Liturgy
6:00 pm
Festal Evensong

1st

Monday

Monday of Easter Week

2nd

Tuesday

Tuesday of Easter Week

3rd

Wednesday

Wednesday of Easter Week

4th

Thursday

Thursday of Easter Week
(No Holy Communion Service today)

5th

Friday

Practice Night:
(No choir practice)
7:30 pm
Ringers

6th

Saturday

Saturday of Easter Week

7th

SUNDAY

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
9:00 am
Holy Communion (said)
10:00 am
Family Service

April
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(Continued from page 7)
They tossed a coin on a Sunday morning after church. Albrecht Dürer won the toss and
went off to Nuernberg. Albert went down into the dangerous mines and, for the next four
years, financed his brother, whose work at the academy was almost an immediate sensation.
Albrecht's etchings, his woodcuts, and his oils were far better than those of most of his
professors, and by the time he graduated, he was beginning to earn considerable fees for his
commissioned works.
When the young artist returned to his village, the Dürer family held a festive dinner on
their lawn to celebrate Albrecht's triumphant homecoming. After a long and memorable
meal, punctuated with music and laughter, Albrecht rose from his honoured position at the
head of the table to drink a toast to his beloved brother for the years of sacrifice that had
enabled Albrecht to fulfil his ambition. His closing words were, “And now, Albert, blessed
brother of mine, now it is your turn. Now you can go to Nuernberg to pursue your
dream, and I will take care of you."
All heads turned in eager expectation to the far end of the table where Albert sat, tears
streaming down his pale face, shaking his lowered head from side to side while he sobbed
and repeated, over and over, "No ...no ...no ...no." Finally, Albert rose and wiped the tears
from his cheeks. He glanced down the long table at the faces he loved, and then, holding his
hands close to his right cheek, he said softly, "No, brother. I cannot go to Nuernberg. It is
too late for me. Look ... look what four years in the mines have done to my hands! The
bones in every finger have been smashed at least once, and lately I have been suffering from
arthritis so badly in my right hand that I cannot even hold a glass to return your toast, much
less make delicate lines on parchment or canvas with a pen or a brush. No, brother ... for
me it is too late."
More than 450 years have passed. By now, Albrecht Dürer's hundreds of masterful
portraits, pen and silver-point sketches, watercolours, charcoals, woodcuts, and copper
engravings hang in every great museum in the world, but the odds are great that you, like
most people, are familiar with only one of Albrecht Dürer's works. More than merely being
familiar with it, you may very well have a reproduction hanging in your home or office.
One day, to pay homage to Albert for all that he had sacrificed, Albrecht Dürer
painstakingly drew his brother's abused hands with palms together and thin fingers
stretched skyward. He called his powerful drawing simply "Hands," but the entire world
almost immediately opened their hearts to his great masterpiece and renamed his tribute of
love "The Praying Hands."”

House Group
7:30 pm Wednesdays
at 45 Crowson Way, DSJ.
All welcome!
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Cooking with Margaret:
FLOURLESS CHOC AND APRICOT CAKE
Ingredients:

Method:

Butter for the cake tin

Butter a 20cm loose bottom cake tin at least 6cm deep
and line the base with baking parchment.

225g ready-to-eat dried
apricots
Juice and grated zest of
one lemon
1 x 7cm stick cinnamon
6 medium eggs
200g ground almonds
25g sifted cocoa powder
200g golden caster sugar
1 tsp sifted baking powder

Place the apricots, lemon zest and juice, and cinnamon
stick in a small saucepan with 200ml water. Bring to the
boil, then simmer over a low heat for about 20 minutes,
watching carefully to make sure it doesn’t catch, until
the apricots are tender and most of the liquid is
absorbed.
Remove the cinnamon stick and then puree the
apricots in a food processor. Transfer the puree to a
bowl and leave to cool.
Pre-heat the oven to 190°C/gas 5.
Whisk the eggs in a large bowl until pale and foamy,
then fold in the almonds, cocoa, sugar, baking powder
and the apricot puree.
Transfer the mixture to the cake tin and smooth the
top. Bake for 40-50 minutes until deep golden brown
on top, test with a skewer.

(gluten free baking powder Run a knife around the edge, leave the cake to cool
then ease out of tin.
may be used)
FOR FROSTING.
200g Dark chocolate 50%
cocoa solids
200g sour cream.

Break the chocolate into pieces and melt gently in a
bowl over a pan of simmering water. Remove from the
heat and whisk in the sour cream. Using a palette knife,
coat the cake with the icing as smoothly as possible. Set
aside in a cool place for a few hours to set.
If kept in a cool place the cake should keep for several
days.
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MORE TALES OF THE 1920s – Personal Hygiene

When we went to visit my mother's elderly cousin in a remote village in Norfolk it
was just like going back into the 1920's. She had never married, lived at home with
her parents and after their deaths carried on in the same frugal way.
About thirty years ago her neighbour discovered her on the floor of her smoke filled
bedroom and with the help of two passing workmen rescued her and got her to
hospital. She phoned later to tell me that Grace was quite alright but that she had
had a shock. Not from the effects of inhaling the smoke but because, at the hospital
they had given her a bath, and she hadn’t had a bath for forty years!
It sounds appalling to us and conjures up visions of a dirty, smelly old person but
nothing could be further from the truth for Grace was fastidious about washing and
had a clear and unwrinkled skin but like a great many people in the 1920's managed
to keep clean the hard way.
In those days hardly anyone in the country areas had a bathroom or an indoors tap,
so every drop of water for washing had to be from well, pump or tap and was used
economically. Hot water for washing had to be heated on the fire, range or paraffin
stove and taken upstairs to the ceramic bowl on the washstand and cooled by water
from the matching jug. Towels were mostly white, sometimes with a stripe of colour
near the border.
Men usually washed in the back kitchen where the enamel bowl
with a thin blue rim, was always ready for hand washing close
to the door where the huckaback towel hung limply on its roller.
The strip wash was a much more extensive operation and had
to be done in private at a more convenient time.
Then, of course, there was bath night, usually Friday.
It was a major operation which required timing,
planning and co-operation. When I was a child we had
two galvanised baths, one was an oval shape which
was big enough to sit in with knees bent. It also
doubled up as a wash tub on laundry days. Hot water
from the range boiler, a kettle and a pan was enough
for a good bath; quite luxurious too because it was
very warm and snug under the ingle nook in our
kitchen with a good fire burning, in fact you had to be careful not to touch the side of
the bath near the fire which was hot enough to burn tender flesh. My mother would
kneel down on the rag rug and give me a good scrubbing, then a rub down before
the clean nightie went on, all so comforting in the glow of the blazing coal fire, then
up to bed with my candle.
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Where there were more children in the family it was like a conveyor belt operation,
each child taking turns to have a bath. The water might have been topped up with
another kettle full of hot water, but it was virtually the same
except that it got dirtier with each application.
Our other bath hung on a large nail in the barn. It was a long
shape and was awkward to carry. To provide enough hot water
to use it the copper in the washhouse came into action, and the
washhouse was across the garden. Imagine the effort, first to
carry the buckets of water from the pump to the copper, then to
light the fire in the quaint little space underneath with
newspaper, sticks and small pieces of coal which was always a
tricky job. Later someone had to haul the bath from the barn wall
and plant it by the fire before carrying in the pails full of
dangerously hot water to add to the cold already there.
When all the fetching and carrying was done the bath by
the fire was lovely, although there was no bubble bath; the
washing was a serious business and so was emptying the
bath because the water made it too heavy to lift so several
bucketfuls had to be baled out first and carried to the
pump trough until, with a person at each end, the bath could be hauled up the two
steps and the rest of the water poured on the garden because there were no drains
and it just had to soak away.
We all like to reminisce about the good old days and forget the hardships we took in
our stride in the 1920s. Our cousin Grace had a shock because she had a bath, but
what a shock it would be to us if we
could not have a bath (or shower)
whenever we wished.
Nancy Titman.
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Rotas for March
Servers
8.00 am
3rd
10th
17th
24th
28th
29th
31st
Apr.7th

9.00 am
John & Simon

Geoff

(Maundy Thurs)
(Good Friday)
(Easter Day)

10.00 am
Paul
Chris & Simon
Paul & John
Chris & Simon

6.00 pm
John

7.30 pm

John & Chris

Simon

Geoff (10:30)
Simon & Chris
Paul

John
Geoff

Sidesmen
3rd
10th
17th
24th
28th
29th
31st
Apr.7th

Tim Hitchborn & Cled Bennett
Trevor Harwood & Graham Hardy
Liz Bridgeman, Bill & Margaret Flegg
Val Wilde, Doris Bellairs & Christine Masters
T.B.A. (Maundy Thursday)
Jane Thompson, Kim & Adrian Hallam (Good Friday)
Joy Cunningham & Ann Meekings
(Easter Day)
Tim Hitchborn & Cled Bennett

Intercessions
3rd
10th
17th
24th
28th
31st
Apr.7th

9.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
7.30 pm
10.00 am
9.00 am

Niccy Fisher
John Marsh
Bet Washbrooke
Revd Janet Donaldson
Revd Sonia Marshall
John Marsh
Bet Washbrooke

Bread and Wine
3rd.
10th
17th
24th
28th
31st
Apr.7th

3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st
Apr.7th
14

Coffee

(9.00 am TBA)
Christine Payne & Ann Meekings
Dick & Anthea Wray
Martin & Niccy Fisher
Pat Feek & Doris Warner
Bill & Margaret Flegg
(9.00 am TBA)

Flowers
Lent
Lent
Lent
Lent
Easter
Easter Flowers

(Palm Sunday)
(Maundy Thursday)
(Easter Day)

3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st
Apr.7th

Lin Witherington & Joan Dyke
Pat Feek & Doris Warner
Val Wilde & Doris Bellairs
Ann Bennett & Penny Hebblewhite
Bill & Margaret Flegg
Johanna Jones & Jill Ironside

Cleaning & Brasses
Cleaning
4th-17th

Brasses

18th-31st

Dick & Anthea Wray
Pat Feek & Chris Payne
Josie Waghorn & Joy Cunningham

Apr.1-14

Pat Feek & Doris Warner

17th

Readings and Readers for March
OT Reading

3

rd

9:00
am
6:00
pm

th

10:00
am

17th

10:00
am

24th

10:00
am

28th

7:30
pm

29th

10:00
am

10

31st

April
7th

10:00
am
6:00
pm
9:00
am

Isaiah 55
1-9
Genesis 28
10-19

OT Reader

NT Reading

Third Sunday in Lent
Caroline
1 Corinthians 10
Herron
1-13
(President)

Psalms 12 & 13

NT Reader

Gospel

John
Worthington

Luke 13
1-9
John 1
35-end

(President)

Mothering Sunday – Fourth Sunday in Lent
1 Samuel 1
Martin
Colossians 3
Liz
20-28
Fisher
12-17
Bridgeman
Passion Sunday – Fifth Sunday in Lent
Isaiah 43
Philippians 3
John
Bill Flegg
16-21
4-14
Worthington
Palm Sunday
Isaiah 50
Tony
Philippians 2
Jacob
4-9
Masters
5-11
Boswall
Maundy Thursday
Exodus 12
Cled
1 Corinthians 11
Alistair
1-4,(5-10),
Bennett
23-26
Donaldson
11-14
Good Friday
Isaiah 52
Ann
Hebrews 10
Adrian
13-53,12
Bennett
16-25
Hallam
Easter Day
Isaiah 65
Victoria
Acts 10
Joy
17-25
Worthington
34-43
Cunningham
Isaiah 43
Psalm 66
(President)
(President)
1-21
1-11
Second Sunday of Easter
Exodus 14
Bet
Acts 5
Caroline
10-31,15-20,
Washbrooke
27-32
Herron
20-21

John 19
25-27
John 12
1-8
Luke 19
28-40
John 13
1-17,31-35
John 18
1-19,42
John 20
1-18
John 20
19-23
John 20
19-31

For information:
The version of the Bible which we use for readings in church is the New Revised Standard
Version. Please note that you can find the above readings on the Oremus Bible Browser to
be found at http://bible.oremus.org/
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Letter from the
Bishop of Lincoln
Dear Friends

These three words - ‘what is truth?’ – are famously uttered by Pontius Pilate when Jesus
stands before him after being arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane. Pilate questions
Jesus, and by the end of the conversation Jesus’ fate of being condemned to death on the
cross is more or less sealed.
Pilate’s question has echoed down the centuries: ‘what is truth?’ Pilate recognised that
‘truth’ is not only a relative term, it’s also ambiguous. Science and mathematics can seem to
pin it down in an objective way, but that will only ever be part of the story. The complexity
of human life is such that it can never be reduced to mere facts and figures.
Life is not clear cut and simple, and neither are the choices we all have to make as we live it.
Those choices are affected by many things – where we are, who we are with, our
circumstances and those of the people around us, and so on.
Many of us still struggle with this; it’s tempting to think that it would be easier to be told
what to think, to take refuge in absolutes. In reality, we know that life isn’t like that. That’s
part of the challenge and the joy and the pain of being human. That means we have to take
the time to ask questions, to form our own opinions and views, and then to exercise choice
and judgement in the way we live our lives. When we think about truth as it relates to how
we are with each other, how we interact with each other, there will always be more than
one way to look at things.
As we make our way through the season of Lent, we are brought face to face with many
truths: the truth of our own lives, if we are honest enough to examine them and hold them
up to the light of God’s love; the truth of our broken world, longing for the hope of divine
healing and reconciliation; the truth of the depth of God’s love for us, shown in the death of
Jesus on the cross; the truth that out of despair, God’s gift of new life is offered to us all in
the promise and the joy of Easter Day. These are the truths to which Jesus came to testify.
They are the same truths that you and I are called to proclaim as his disciples.
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