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From the Vicar 
 
 
 

There is a cartoon (which unfortunately cannot be reproduced 
due to copyright restrictions), which has two panels.  The first is 
three daffodil bulbs underground.  One is saying “I feel the 
warmth of the sun. I hear the song of the birds. Nature awakens. 
It’s time to sprout”.  The second panel has three daffodils, bent 
almost double by the wind, hammered by rain and sleet, and 
one of the other daffodils exclaims to the first, simply, “Idiot!”. 

The weather has been something like that recently.  I recently 
saw on TV (it may have been on Springwatch or Countryfile), a 
short clip showing pictures on the same spot on the same day 
two years running.  The field was covered in cow parsley, and the trees were fully green.  
This year, the cow parsley was just starting to be seen, and there was still quite a bit of 
brown wood showing on the trees.  Yet a couple of weeks ago, or so, we were sitting out in 
shirt-sleeves, in the early evening, enjoying drinks and a takeaway.  Now we, like the 
daffodils, are subject to the misery of wind-driven rain.  It is not what we were prepared 
for, what we were expecting.  
 
Circumstances are fickle.  Almost immediately after lockdown eased more on 17th May, I 
find myself more restricted due to having been identified by Test & Trace as having been in 
close contact with someone who tested positive for COVID, and having to close the church 
for a Sunday service. 
 
Nothing is predictable; nothing is certain.  This is something that has been brought home so 
strongly and tragically over the last year or so.  What is our Christian response to this? 
 
To pray that we will be miraculously taken out of all this?  No!  That is not the way that God 
works.  
To keep our fingers crossed, and hope it will all blow away?  Again, no! 
 
Our calling is to live out our lives, wherever we find ourselves, with the knowledge that God 
walks that path with us, wherever it may take us.  We seek to know God more fully, and 
follow Him more closely, through prayer, through reading scripture, and supporting one 
another in fellowship (either face-to-face, or more remotely through letter, phone, email or 
Zoom). 

(Continued on page 4) 
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In this Month’s Priory News … 

 
 

 
Dear Readers, 
 

Did you know that our annual Rose & Sweet Pea 
Show has taken place on the last Saturday in 
June almost every year since 1912 (I believe it 
may have been suspended during the war years 
[?])  Even during the Covid pandemic, thanks 
largely to Ted Fisk, we were able to continue the 
tradition with a 'Virtual' Show last year.  The 
exciting news is that this year we are back! - in 
the Church Hall garden. Do note the change of 
date, however - we are a couple of weeks later 
than usual. You will find further details 
elsewhere in these pages and you should also 
find one of our famous "Pink Slips" tucked inside. 
 

Let us hope that the present Covid vaccination 
programme continues as well as it has been 
doing recently so that the 'road map' plans for June 21st will go ahead as intended and we 
shall then be able to plan ahead for all those activities which have had to be put on hold. 
 

See you at the Show! 

John 

 

This month, after digging through our archives, we 
have come up with a rather naughty recipe from 
Margaret!  (But don't we all like to be just a little 
naughty from time to time when it comes to 
chocolate?) 

There are no prizes for guessing where 
Chris Halley took the picture on the 
front cover - yes, it's the door on the 
north wall of our church. Thank you 
Chris. 
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Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them coming. 
Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be accompanied by 
authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We will not publish the 
names of children pictured unless specifically requested to do so by their parents 
or guardians. 
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860  priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
Please let us have your contributions for the July issue of Priory News BEFORE the 
deadline of Friday 18th June. Thank you. 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Vicar's Letter   (Continued from page 1) 
 

Our calling too is to live a life that shows God’s love and concern for one another, and for 
His creation.  That means, in the current context, following the current guidelines carefully, 
wearing masks (if possible) where required, to take all other sensible precautions regarding 
physical contact, and to take up vaccination when offered.  It is an important way that we 
live out the imperative to love.  
 

This coming Sunday is Trinity Sunday.  This is followed by 21 ‘Sundays after Trinity’ – the 
church’s Green season, or ‘Ordinary Time’ as it is sometimes called.  ‘Ordinary’ sounds 
boring, mundane, everyday…  And, yes, it sometimes is.  But it is also the time for growing, 
getting on with the life that we have been given.  There is a series of bible study notes 
called ‘Everyday with Jesus’.  Perhaps we could make this our motto.  Then, perhaps, our 
‘ordinary’ time might prove to be quite extra-ordinary! 
 

Mark 

 

 Church Opening  (update) 
 

We are delighted that we are now able to run public services with some confidence.  From 
now on, most services will be ‘hybrid’ – both in person in church, and online, for those 
unable to make it in person.  We will be livestreaming a service at 10.00am on Sundays, and 
at 6.00pm on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month.  
 

Please note that we shall be observing government advice regarding the use of face-
masks, hand sanitisation and social distancing at each of these services. 
 

 Bible Study 
 

The Bible study group continues on Thursdays.  We are presently looking at Mark’s Gospel. 
New members are welcome.  It is not a particularly academic study, though occasional 
insights are shared.  More important is the discussion of how the text impacts and applies 
to our everyday Christian life.  The link is: 
 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/8109399155?pwd=STVVTU44RzJxTFFHbTY1MnI0bjJ2Zz09  
 

Meeting ID: 810 939 9155 Passcode: 1w2C9a 
 
 
 

Registers for May 
 

Memorial Service:  
 

We commend to God’s keeping:   
11th May Beula Richards 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/8109399155?pwd=STVVTU44RzJxTFFHbTY1MnI0bjJ2Zz09
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 Reports, News & Dates For Your Diary 
 

 Annual Church Meeting - a brief summary 
 
Our Annual Meeting took place this year on Sunday 16th May.  There were 27 present, and 7 
apologies. 
 
At the Meeting of Parishioners for the election of Churchwardens, Nick Drewett & Jan Fisk 
were appointed.  Mark thanked Caroline for her faithful service as churchwarden for the 
past 7 years. 
 
At the Annual Parochial Church Meeting, the minutes of the meeting last year were 
accepted.  There are 94 names on the Electoral Roll. 
 
In the Treasurer’s Report, Simon Marshall pointed out that the past year has been a strange 
year, due to COVID.  The total income, was £51,422 in “unrestricted funds”, a decrease of 
£29,000 on the previous year.  Expenditure was down, and therefore the Parish Share has 
been underpaid by £21,000 this year – we paid £30,000 of £51,706. 
 
Regular giving is slightly up – credit to those who have continued to give via standing order.  
Collections have fallen due to lockdown, and no weddings and few funerals have resulted in 
little fees.  
 
The average giving of members of the Priory Church is greater than the average of the 
diocese, but this is not a reason to be complacent. 
 
We will be looking to having a Stewardship campaign, as well as seeking growth in 
numbers. But it is important that we seek to grow for the growth of the Kingdom, and for 
the good of the people, not to provide more money.  
 
The accounts were adopted. 
 
In the Churchwardens’ Report on the Fabric, Goods and Ornaments of the Church, Caroline 
reported on the oak tree, and the fitting of the railings.  She also noted a few problems with 
drainage around the church.  
 
The vicar’s report was given as the sermon earlier, and reports of the PCC and Deanery  
Synod will be appended later.  
 
The significant discussion in Diocesan and Deanery Synods was about the ‘Resourcing 
Sustainable Church’ document, which we will consider more fully in due course.  They want 
it to work from ‘bottom up’ – i.e. we, in the local area, determine what will work for us.  
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Ted Fisk gave the Safeguarding Report, where he thanked those who have got foundation 
training in, and reminded us that safeguarding is the responsibility of everyone in the 
church.  Ted encourages all to get online and complete the training. 

 

Thanks to Vicky Billyard who has taken on the role of Deputy Safeguarding officer for the 
church, and Ted is looking to pass on his role, due to other commitments. 
 

PCC Members:  Thanks were given to Barry Fisher who has decided to stand down, and 
from his role as Electoral Roll officer.  Philip Astle, Kate Drewett, Ted Fisk, Lisa Goodchild, 
Caroline Herron, and Victoria Worthington were nominated and all were duly appointed as 
there were only 6 nominees.  
 

Nick Drewett & Jan Fisk are Churchwardens and are therefore ex-officio members of the 
PCC as is the Revd Sonia Marshall.  Simon Marshall and Niccy Fisher being members of the 
Deanery Synod are also ex-officio PCC members.  Mark thanked Sonia particularly. 
 

A list of sidespeople were appointed.  Mark emphasised what an important role it is in 
making visitors feel welcomed, and it has been noted that people find us a friendly and 
welcoming group.  
 

John Worthington has agreed to continue as assistant churchwarden. Mark also hopes to 
get a group of past wardens to help. 
 

Matin Jones has agreed to take over the role of PCC Secretary from Johanna.  
 

Kate Drewett and Jan Fisk were accepted as Churches Together Representatives. 

Mark 

 
 

 Mission Matters 
 

I hope you are all looking forward to the Hog Roast and have put the date, July25th in your 
diaries.  Tickets will be available from the beginning of July. 
 

 Plants please...... 
 

The choir will be running their usual plant stall at the Rose and Sweet Pea show this year.  
As we have spent more time at home during the past year and have had more time to 
garden, we should be very pleased to receive any spare plants you might have.  Anything 
from houseplants, herbs, vegetables or spare perennials will be gratefully received.  They 
can be left in the church porch on the Friday before the show (July 9th) or brought to the 
plant stall on the day.  Thank you  
 

Victoria 
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 Churches Count on Nature 
 
 

Our Churchyard is a rich habitat for wildlife and biodiversity, as well 
as being a peaceful place to walk through, which many of our 
community do daily.  Have you ever stopped though to look closely 
at what is growing or living in the churchyard?  Our church is taking 
part in Churches Count on Nature Love your Burial Ground Week 
from Saturday 5th June to Sunday 13th June, and we need your help.  
Can you spare a bit of time to identify and record birds, butterflies, 
wild plants, insects etc that you see on a walk around our beautiful 
churchyard?   
 

There will be resources in the church porch to help you in identification and recording, as 
well as a box for completed sheets.  If you see anything particularly interesting and can take 
a photo they can be uploaded to  

wildlife@cfga.org.uk 

or sent to me  
katedrewett1@googlemail.co 

 

I will be collating and sending in to Caring for God’s Acre all the information that is handed 
in which will be verified and then displayed on the National Biodiversity Database.  

Kate  

 
 

 Oak Tree - new railings 
 
As most of you will know, recently there has been 
considerable discussion over the state of the oak 
tree in the church hall car park.  After calling in 
experts to carry out various tests to ascertain its 
present condition, particularly appertaining to its 
stability and the safety of persons using the car 
park, it was decided to cordon off the area 
immediately adjacent to the tree.  Since then a 
more permanent barrier has now been erected in 
the form of iron railings.  The cost of these has been met jointly by the Parish Council and 
The Deepings United Charities to whom we should like to express our gratitude. 
 

mailto:wildlife@cfga.org.uk
mailto:katedrewett1@googlemail.co
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 Church Giving 
 

As you already know, our church, like all other churches, has suffered considerable financial 
loss during the past months during the Covid pandemic largely owing to there having been 
no weekly offertory plate or fund-raising activities whilst the church has been 
closed.   In view of this please note that  if you wish to make a donation 
towards church funds you can easily do this now via "Give a Little".  There are 
two ways to do this: 
 

1. Simply scan the QR code below with your smartphone and follow the instructions 
 which appear; 
 

2. Go to our website at  www.dsj.org.uk  and towards the bottom of the home page you  
 will find a link to the "Give a Little" website which will take you to the same page as 
 the QR code. 
 

Using either method you can give either a set amount or a sum of 
your own choosing. 
 

You can also Gift Aid your donation if you are a tax payer. 
 

The money goes straight into the church account. 

John 

 

Cooking with Margaret 
Butterscotch Chocolate Bars 

 
Ingredients 
 
140g butter, plus extra for 
greasing 
2 eggs 
350g light Muscovado sugar 
2 tsp vanilla extract 
250g self-raising flour 
100g bar milk chocolate, cut into 
big chunks 
100g macadamia or pecan nuts, 
coarsely chopped 
icing sugar for dusting 
 

 
Method 
 
Heat oven to 180°C / fan 160°C / gas 4. 
Butter a 20 x 24 cm shallow tin. 
In a bowl beat the eggs. 
Melt the butter, cool for 5 mins, then add to the eggs 
with the sugar and vanilla. 
Tip in the flour and stir in the chocolate with three-
quarters of the nuts. 
Spread mixture in the tin, scatter over the rest of the 
nuts. 
Bake for 25 – 30 mins. 
Cut into 12 bars. 
Dust with icing sugar before serving. 

http://www.dsj.org.uk/
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 Rose and Sweet Pea Show 
 

Save the date: July 10th 2021 
 
Plans are well in hand for this year’s Rose and Sweet Pea Show.  There will be the usual 
display of horticultural and craft competition entries in church (details on the pink slip) 
while in the garden the Crowning of the Rose Queen, displays by local children’s groups will 
take place, plants and items on the homemade stall will be on sale as well as ice creams, 
afternoon teas, BBQ, and the Vicars Arms Bar.  We have a couple of games to keep you 
entertained and some good prizes for the Grand Draw;  tickets will be on sale soon. 
 
Please contact Nick or Kate Drewett if you can help in any way to make this event an 
enjoyable afternoon for our community. 

Kate 

 
 

 
 

(Continued . . .  
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. . .continued) 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
(Our thanks to Judy Stevens from 
whose poster these details were 
extracted. John.) 
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(Several years ago Priory News ran a series of interesting and informative articles by Philip 
Spratley on hymns and carols, many of which we regularly sing today - or rather we did, 
until the Covid-19 restrictions stopped us from singing.  With Philip's permission we thought 
it would be good to re-visit some of these - thank you, Philip.) 
 

 Carol and Hymn Corner 
 

 

Dear Lord and Father of Mankind 
 
This hymn has a unique history but, although a great favourite with many, only reached its 
present form long after the author was dead and six years after the death of the composer 
with whom we associate the tune.  That year was as recent as 1924 and was the result of an 
inspired piece of adapting by a public school music master. 
 

The words are by John Greenleaf Whittier who began life as a farm boy 
and then made a living as a slipper maker.  The family hailed from 
Haverhill, not the Suffolk town but its namesake in Massachusetts U.S.A.  
He was modest about his writings but his sister sent some examples to a 
newspaper editor called William Garrison who saw their worth and came 
to visit the young man.  This led to Whittier becoming a journalist and 
later an editor of at least three important periodicals including the New 
England Review.  These positions gave him ample opportunity to express 
his views on the slave trade about which he was an ardent abolitionist.  
His political ambitions were thwarted because he alienated the Northern 

industrialists and the southern slave-holders.  Several times his speeches ended with crowd 
violence; he was mobbed, stoned and sometimes run out of town.  In 1838 his newly 
opened newspaper office in Philadelphia was burned to the ground.  He continued to write 
poems about anti-slavery until the tide turned and Abraham Lincoln's legislation came on 
the statute books. 
 
In 1872 Whittier wrote a poem called The Brewing of Soma.  This is a ritual Indian Vedic 
drink, a drug which gives hallucinations.  Whittier's poem describes the whole population 
getting drunk.  He ends his poem by stating the true method of contact with the divine is 
not by this method but that as practised by Quakers.  The verses we sing are five of the last 
six of a poem of 23 or so verses. 
 
Whittier's hymns were ignored by the hymn book compilers of the Victorian age and were 
sniffed at contemptuously because he was a Quaker.  As this worthy sect refrains from the 
use of music it would be interesting to know how he would feel today about the singing and 
popularity of his hymn. 
 
 

 

 

John Greenleaf Whittier 

(1807 – 1892) 
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The tune we sing is by the great Hubert Parry, composer of 'I was Glad' and of course, 
'Jerusalem'.  This great teacher of Vaughan Williams and Holst (to name but two) wrote a 
huge amount of music but is only remembered for a handful of works.  Perhaps he found 
writing too easy.  As an athlete, yachtsman and football player he broke just about every 
bone in his body but managed to survive to be revered by his pupils.  The music for Dear 
Lord and Father comes from a contralto aria in an oratorio called Judith and  the  idea of 
adapting was by Dr. George Gilbert Stocks, music master at Repton public school, whose 

name the tune now bears.  This was in 1924 six years after Parry's 
death.  Despite the need to repeat the last line of each verse the tune 
and its mood is a perfect fit.  In 2005 a BBC poll revealed this as the 
nation's second most favourite hymn. 
 
A last word about Whittier.  Such is his esteem in his own country that 
a new town in California, near Los Angeles, which began as a Quaker 
settlement was named after this gentle, honest, sincere yet 
determined writer and reformer.  
 

Philip Spratley. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(Bet has sent us another poem - this one was written just today (27th May) whilst the 
magazine was being put together.  Many thanks Bet.) 
 
 

 Morning Musings 
 

The day is hanging heavily upon me. 
The night was full of sad, disturbing dreams, 

Even the morning's sunshine didn't reach me with its usual joy. 
Am I now filled with pointless, bleak self-pity? 

I do not know. 
All I know is that my former strength 
Has seeped away, leaving me void. 

So hard, as ever, I knock again upon your door, 
Knowing it is always opened. 

 

Bet Washbrooke 

 

  

 

 

Sir Charles Hubert Hastings 

Parry, 1st Baronet 
(1848 – 1918) 
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 Rotas for June 
 
 

Flower Rota - June 
6th Chris Pearce 

13th Eileen Day 

20th Pauline Brooksbank 

27th Carole Mills 
July 4th Vacant 

 
 

Intercessions Rota - June 
6th Niccy Fisher 

13th Nick Drewett 

20th Jo Astle 

27th Tony Masters 
 
 

Readers  Rota - June 
6th Vick Billyard 

13th Joy Cunningham 
20th Helen Williams 

27th Martin Fisher 

July 4th Ted Fisk 
 
 

Sidespersons  Rota - June 
6th Trevor Harwood, Ann Meekings, Jan Fisk 

13th Juliet Mills,Tony Masters, Christine Masters 
20th Nick Drewett, James Forrester, Helen Williams 

27th Nick Drewett, Kate Drewett, Juliet Mills 

July 4th Trevor Harwood, Ann Meekings, Jan Fisk 
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 New Marriage Regulations 
 

From 4th May 2021, new marriage regulations come into force, which make fundamental 
changes to some aspects of the registration of marriages.  They were driven by two factors.  
One was the desire to include mothers in the official documents.  The other was an 
administrative change to introduce a digital registration system, known as Register Online 
(RON).  It is important to note that these changes affect all marriages in England and Wales, 
not just church weddings. 
 

Firstly, it must be noted that the usual church preliminaries (either Banns, Common or Special 
Licence) remain exactly the same, as do the qualifications needed for them.  
 

The practical implications of the changes are as follows: 
1. The couple can each have up to four parents included on the register (biological parent, 

step-parent and/or adopted parent – fathers and mothers).  As before, the choice of 
who to include (or to have no names on the register) is up to each individual. 

2. The marriage is registered via the ‘Marriage Document’, produced by the church.  (On 
the rare occasions where the Registry Office is involved, usually if one or both of the 
couple is a foreign national, they will supply the couple with a ‘Marriage Schedule’, 
which replaces the old Superintendent Registrar’s Certificate).  

3. The marriage is not registered in the church.  The church’s Marriage Registers are closed 
on 3rd May, and are no longer signed.  Instead, the couple and their witnesses sign the 
Marriage Document (or Marriage Schedule).  

4. Because the marriage has not yet been registered, no certificate will be given at the 
service.  

5. The Marriage Document (or Schedule) is sent to the local Register Office (by the vicar).  
Once it has been received by the office, the marriage can be registered.  Once 
registered, a marriage certificate can be obtained from either the local register office, or 
from the General Register Office. 

6. Churches can no longer produce copies of marriage certificates.  All requests for copies 
of marriage certificates must be made to either the local register office, or from the 
General Register Office. 

 

There has been some concern expressed over the lack of certificate given at the time, when 
the couple wish to go immediately on honeymoon, especially abroad.  Whilst this process is 
new to England & Wales, Scotland has been doing something similar for many years, and we 
are told that there has been little problem experienced by them.  Two points need to be noted: 

1. It is possible still to get a passport in a new name in advance of the wedding.  This needs 
to be sorted well in advance.  Ask Mark about how to arrange this. 

2. If travelling abroad, it can complicate matters if documents for one person are in 2 
different names (maiden name and married name).  Without the certificate, the couple 
will lack the proof of change of name.  In these circumstances, it is advisable not to 
formally change name until after the honeymoon. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact Mark for clarification on any of these points. 
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 Down the Garden Path - Plant Swap 
 

Have you any spare plants in your garden?  Why not consider a simple exchange for 
something of which you have plenty for something you don't have? 
 

At the moment I could offer violets for flowering next year, periwinkle, loosestrife, 
bellflower campanula and soapwort.  What could you offer? 
 

Just send details to  priorynews@dsj.org.uk with your name and telephone number. 
 

Victoria 

 . . . and Finally 
 
Just a little something from Dr. Seuss, the well known writer for children: 
 

How did it get so late so soon? 

It's night before it's afternoon. 

December is here before it's June. 

My goodness how the time has flewn. 

How did it get so late so soon? 

 
 
(And we also like to include something to make you smile, so here's this month's little gem.) 

Farewell 
 

Ermintrude was eight, and she dearly loved her goldfish, talking 
to him, gazing in wonder at his graceful movements, and 
altogether rejoicing in his beauty and elegance - until that fateful 
day when the next-door neighbour saw Ermintrude digging in the 
garden. 
‘Whatever are you doing, dear?’, asked the neighbour. 
‘I’m digging a hole for my goldfish, 
who has died’, said Ermintrude, 

suiting the action to the word. 
‘That’s rather a large hole for a little goldfish, isn’t it?’ 
enquired the neighbour, who liked to understand the reason 
behind whatever she surveyed. 
‘Not really’, said Ermintrude, increasing the vigour of her 
thrusts; ‘My goldfish is inside your cat’. 
 
  

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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