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From the Vicar 
 

 
 
When I was a youngster, the chorus book Sounds of Living Waters 
was just published.  This was a real game-changer, bringing a 
truly modern idiom into the church (Youth Praise was probably 
the first, but had dated quite quickly).  One of the children’s 
songs, which became much derided over the years, but was very 
popular with young children, was If I were a butterfly.  You may 
remember it.  Leaving aside its grammatically correct 
counterfactual conditional idiom construction (OK… I had to look 
that one up!), it is a very simple song.  
 
It rattles through a whole bunch of animals, saying what we 
might give thanks for… If I were a butterfly, I’d thank you, Lord, 
for giving me wings…  A whole menagerie followed, including If I were a wriggly worm, I’d 
thank you, Lord, that I could squirm.  As it was usually accompanied by actions, it was a 
great favourite with young children (especially the crocodile – if you were lucky, you could 
‘bite’ another child, and get away with it ‘accidentally’!).  
 
Each verse ends with But I just thank you, Father, for making me me!  Then continues into 
the chorus For you gave me a heart, and you gave me a smile, you gave me Jesus and you 
made me your child, and I just thank you, Father, for making me me! 
 
At first the words seem somewhat banal, but, actually, what a profound truth they hide.  
How often do we look around with envy, or possibly more with a sense of inferiority?  I 
wish I could be like [fill in your own hero/idol]… they’re so… I confess it’s a failing of mine.  
How wonderful if we could truly make that line I just thank you, Father, for making me me! 
our own. 
 
When asked what the greatest commandment was, Jesus replied  "’You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind’.  This is the 
greatest and first commandment.  And a second is like it:  'You shall love your neighbour as 
yourself.'  On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets."  (Matt 22:37-
40).  The point being that you have to love (and accept) yourself too! 
 
And when Paul is listing the spiritual gifts in 1 Corinthians 12, he makes a great point in 
noting that all gifts are equally valid – none (and consequently no one) is to be considered 
of less value. 
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Still on the theme of children’s songs, I was reading in the latest issue of Laudate (the 
journal of the Guild of Church Musicians) about Christopher Smart (1722-1771), who wrote 
Hymns for the Amusement of Children (1771). His Hymn XXXIII ‘For Saturday’ goes 
 
Now’s the time for mirth and play, 
Saturday’s an holyday;  
Praise to heav’n unceasing yield,  
I’ve found a lark’s nest in the field. 
 
A lark’s nest, then your play-mate begs 
You’d spare herself and speckled eggs; 
Soon she shall ascend and sing 
Your praises to th’eternal King. 
 
A strong eco-church message if ever there was one. 
 
Contrast this with Isaac Watts (1674-1748), the author of the wonderful When I survey the 
wondrous cross… 
 
Why should I love my sports so well,  
So constant at my play, 
And lose the thoughts of heaven and hell, 
And then forget to pray? 
 
I’m so glad we’ve moved on! 
 

Mark 

 
 
 

 Priory News & The Sign 
 
If you know anyone who normally has a copy of Priory News delivered and is unable to 
access it online, please ask them to be patient and reassure them that we shall be back in 
print as soon as possible.  Those of you who normally receive a hard copy of Priory News 
also receive the inserted booklet, "The Sign" but due to the present circumstances you have 
not received any issues since March.  Don't worry - back numbers will be distributed as 
soon as we are able to start printing again. 

John 
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In this Month’s Priory News … 

 
 

 
Dear Readers, 

 
This is the second of our online-only magazines and we hope that next month we may be 
allowed back into church so that we can return to printing.  Once again, the layout of this 
month's Priory News is somewhat different as there is no monthly calendar and there are 
no advance notices of events.  We are nevertheless grateful to the many contributors and 
we hope you will find plenty to interest you in the following somewhat jumbled pages.  
Because we are not constrained to the same extent by page layout you will see that there 
are a few blank spaces here and there but hopefully we haven't missed anything important 
out. 
 
During the past weeks much has been going on 'behind the scenes', so to speak and the 
PCC have held their first-ever online meeting using the app, "Zoom". It seemed very strange 
to have to put one's hand in the air, as in the old days of school, when wishing to say 
something but it gave Ted, who set it all up, the golden opportunity of silencing from the 
control panel anyone who annoyed him!  (Sorry, Ted: I know you did no such thing really!) 
 
We have also tried to keep up with the newsletters from our Vicar, Mark, and they all 
appear on the website at: https://www.dsj.org.uk for you to access if you haven't already 
been following them.  Sunday services too have been streamed on Facebook and they can 
still be accessed at: https://www.facebook.com/DSJ-Priory-Church-938962326130409/   
Since being given permission to enter the church building Mark  has also recorded several 
services from church in the past couple of weeks.  These can be found at: 
https://youtu.be/q8SXQlzIeu0  (Easter 5), 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0G7Mmy-9M8E&feature=youtu.be (Easter 6), 
https://youtu.be/Zux_RCWWIOU (Easter 7),   
https://youtu.be/Zo17FdfZkD8 (Pentecost). 
 
Well, the government continues to issue statements concerning the present covid 19 
pandemic and we see and hear much comment both supporting and disagreeing with these 
statements. With the latest relaxing of lockdown rules, who knows, it may not be very long 
before we can return to a (new?) normal pattern of daily living.  With some children and 
their teachers now returning to school let us hope that this and similar relaxing of rules 
doesn't lead to any further spread of this horrible virus. But I'm sure we are all looking 
forward to that day when we can return to meeting in church for our services. 
 

John 
 

 

https://www.dsj.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/DSJ-Priory-Church-938962326130409/
https://youtu.be/q8SXQlzIeu0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0G7Mmy-9M8E&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/Zux_RCWWIOU
https://youtu.be/Zo17FdfZkD8
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Reports & News 
 

 Competition Time 
 

As we are at present prevented from visiting the Hairdresser 
Salon we thought it would be a bit of fun to hold a 
competition to find the best (ie. most outrageous)  
"Lockdown Hair Style" so you are invited to send photos in 
and we'll hope to announce a winner next month.  The prize 
will be a toothless comb.    If you are shy or of a nervous 
disposition you could always send a back-of-the-head view 
and we could then try to guess who you are.  Sunglasses and 
Brylcream are optional.  Send your entries to 
priorynews@dsj.org.uk . 
 
(Are you surprised to hear that Victoria took a bit of 

persuading to allow me to publish the picture on the left.  Mind you, "lockup" might be a 
better description in this case!) 
 
 
 
 

 A Very Special Birthday 
 
This month Nancy Titman celebrates her 102nd birthday!  We 
should like to send her our love and best wishes and to wish her a 
very happy birthday.  
 
 
 

  

I can highly recommend Margaret's 
recipe this month - one of the 
advantages of editing Priory News is 
that I get to preview her recipes and 
Victoria didn't take any persuading to 
try this one out!  Were I seventy years 
younger, I'd say, "Yummy!" As it is, I'll 
say, "Delicious!" 

Our 'cover' picture this month is rather different from 
usual.  The postman dropped it through the letterbox 
early in May - it turned out to be from Carole Mills and 
although the official first day of summer falls on June 
20th this year, I understand that June 1st is the  the first 
meteorological day of summer.  Either way, we couldn't 
miss the opportunity to use this picture, so our thanks to 
Carole.  

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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From the Curate 
 

 Lockdown Reading 

 
I expect many of you will have turned to books to occupy some 
of the long hours and weeks of lockdown. A favourite for a good 
few, despite its formidable length (over 850 pages), will have 
been ‘The Mirror and the Light’, the third volume of Hilary 
Mantel’s novels depicting scenes from the life of Henry VIII’s 
chief minister, Thomas Cromwell, and ending with his execution 
in July 1540. 
 
For many, Thomas Cromwell (the seventeenth century Oliver 
Cromwell is a descendant, though not in a direct line) is the 
unscrupulous facilitator of the Dissolution of the monasteries, 
the break with the Roman Catholic Church and the execution of Anne Boleyn and other 
courtiers. However he is also the same person who arranged for the distribution of Bibles in 
English to every parish, who put an end to fraudulent practices in respect of relics and 
introduced parish registers, the delight of family historians today. Had he not been 
frustrated by the Parliament of his day he would also have introduced measures for the 
relief of the poor in parishes. A talented linguist and no stranger to the international scene 
of his day, Henry VIII later regretted Cromwell’s fall which was brought about by those 
envious of his influence. 
 
Hilary Mantel has helped us see that Cromwell was very much a human being who had his 
finer points as well as his bad. This was amply illustrated by his last prayer, printed in full in 
‘Foxe’s book of Martyrs’ and reproduced in part in a recent issue of the Church Times. ‘O 
Lord the only help of all men living and the everlasting life of those who die in your faith, I 
submit myself wholly to your blessed will being sure that the thing cannot perish which is 
committed to your mercy, I now leave this frail and wicked flesh in the sure hope that you 
will restore it to me again at the last day in the resurrection of the just.’ 
 
Cromwell had hoped to end his days at Launde Abbey, Leicestershire. His son Gregory 
continued to be favoured by Henry VIII and was confirmed in his possession of Launde.  You 
can still see today in the chapel at Launde the monument erected by Gregory’s wife, 
Elizabeth. As part of the 900 year celebrations of Launde, Hilary Mantel was joined by 
historian Diarmaid MacCulloch giving contrasting but complementary insights into the 
Tudor minister. After passing through the hands of successive families Launde Abbey was in 
1957 presented to the Diocese of Leicester for use as a retreat house and it still functions as 
such today. 

Rev Sonia 
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This month we give you not just one, but two superb recipes from Margaret.  For the 
second of these, scroll down to the last page. 

 
Registers for May 

 
 

 

Funerals: We commend to God’s keeping: 
 

 May 13th Michael Townroe 
 May 20th Beryl Stratton 
 
  

 

Cooking with Margaret (1) 
Rhubarb Streusel Tart 

Ingredients 
 
For the Pastry: 
115g butter, diced 
225g plain flour 
80g icing sugar 
Pinch of salt 
1 large egg 
A few drops of vanilla extract 
For the Filling 
675g tender rhubarb trimmed & 
cut into 2-5cm pieces 
25g stem ginger in syrup (diced 
optional) 
50g soft brown sugar 
For the Steusel 
50g butter, diced 
50g ground almonds 
3 tblsp wholemeal flour 
50g demerara sugar 

Method 
 

First make the pastry by rubbing the butter into the 
flour, icing sugar and salt until the mixture resembles 
breadcrumbs. Make a well in the middle and add the  
egg and the vanilla extract. Gradually work the mixture 
in from the edges and mix to a smooth dough. Wrap in 
cling film and place in the fridge for 30 minutes. 
 
Preheat oven to Gas 5/190 C. Roll out pastry to fit a 
greased 25 cm loose bottomed flan tin and prick the 
base with a fork. Scatter the Rhubarb pieces over the 
pastry, followed by the ginger and sugar. 
 
To make the Streusel topping, simply rub the butter 
into the ground almonds, wholemeal flour and sugar 
and sprinkle this all over the rhubarb. 
Bake in the oven for about 25 minutes, until both the 
streusel and pastry are crisp and golden brown. 
  
Lovely served with ice cream or thick cream. 
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 Notes from the Organist   
 

 
A non work related article this 
month - well sort of! Some of you 
will have listened to the recordings 
I make at home and wondered 
how they are made. So here is the 
answer!  

 
I have a computer software called Hauptwerk which runs on a 
normal PC and allows me to play a range of organs from round 
the world. The basic idea is that every pipe on a given organ is 
recorded and the recordings stored on computer. I plug in a 
keyboard (or any MIDI enabled device, and the Hauptwerk software pieces together the 
sounds of each individual pipe as they are played so that the sound that comes out is very 
much as though it was a direct recording of the real organ. 
 
The basic idea is simple but as with anything in life there are technical complexities. Even a 
moderate sized organ such as ours at St. James's has perhaps 2000 pipes, so that would be 
2000 separate recordings. Except it isn't, because to get a realistic effect the start (attack), 
middle (sustain) and end (decay) of each pipe has to be recorded separately so that's now 
6000 recordings. But the end of each note (the reverberation in the building) is different 
depending on whether we play a long or short note - a longer note makes a longer echo - so 
usually there are several different 'release samples' recorded and the computer plays the 
appropriate one. So that's about 8000 recordings! 
 
In order to play the organ a model of the console is made to appear on the computer 
screen, and from here we can select the stops using a touch screen, mouse, or by linking an 
external input. The notes are played by MIDI enabled keyboards and pedals that feed into 
the computer via USB. 
 
One of the best things about this setup is that recordings can be made internally within the 
software. As I play, the same sound that comes out of my speakers or headphones is 
written directly to an audio file. So there is no messing around with microphones, and a 
good result is more or less certain, with no chance that a police siren will ruin a quiet 
section and force a retake! 
 
I attach a picture of my house organ. 
 

Chris 
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(John: Here's a brief explanation of some of the terms Chris uses above:) 
 

MIDI (Musical Instrument Digital Interface): a system devised in the '80s to enable electronic 
musical instruments to 'communicate' via a cable with one another and also with computers and 
sequencers. 
 

USB (Universal Serial Bus) a standard socket found on most computers through which iPhones, 
printers, computer mice and other 'peripherals' can be connected to a computer. 
 

'Software' is another way of saying 'program' or 'app'.  
 

If you are interested to know any more about the technical 'stuff' do let me know - this sort of 
thing is a passion of mine and as an ex-teacher I love talking (about it)! - John. 
 
Just a few of the many pictures accompanying Chris's article about her trip to India . . . .  
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 2020 Wafa India - (continued from last month) 
 
Our first day in Jaipur was a ‘full on’ sightseeing tour with our guide Kasi, proceeding to the 
ancient capital of Amber, stopping on the way for a photo of a palace in the middle of a 
lake.  This palace is now abandoned as it is gradually sinking. We drove on to the impressive 
Amber Fort which is situated high up on a hill. Maharajah Mansingh, Mughal Emperor 
Akbar’s most successful general, started the construction in the 17th century. A jeep took 
us up to the fortress. Once on top we were able to stroll round the sprawling complex of 
courtyards and halls. Many of the rooms have delightful wall paintings with precious stones 
and mirrors inlaid in the walls. We saw the fascinating Sheesh Mahal (hall of mirrors) where 
a single lamplight is reflected in the many mirrors - this was shown when two people 
activated the lights on their mobile phones. There were also some wonderful views from 
the courtyard. On the far side of the fortress was another way up used by elephants. 
 
After lunch we visited the City of Jaipur, including the City Palace, which  is an 
overwhelming complex of palaces, gardens , courtyards, decorative art and carved 
doorways. The Palace Museum houses collections of rare manuscripts, armoury, costumes, 
carpets and miniature paintings. The present royal family inhabits part of the palace. 
 
This was followed by a walk to the adjacent Jantar Mantar or astronomical observatory 
made by the Maharajah of Jaipur,  built in 1726, and is one of five such astronomical 
wonders built by Sawai Jai Singh and makes accurate predictions even to this day.  Quite a 
tiring day but very interesting. 
 

Our second day in Jaipur was for our first visit to the 
show. We didn't need such an early start which was 
a relief.  Surrendir, our driver, arrived after 
breakfast to take us to the show which was being 
held in the Digi Palace. Luckily Jackie had printed 
out copies of the layout of the halls where all the 
wonderful exhibits were being staged. We  
wandered around at our leisure viewing and 
commenting on the various designs, completely lost 
in the magnificence of flowers. Armed with bottles 
of water, we spent most of the day there with a few 
rests in between. We also looked round the trade 
stands.  Late afternoon we left to look for our driver 

who was parked nearby. There were plenty of ‘Tuk-Tuk’ drivers outside who were very 
eager to give us a lift, but we didn't have far to walk. Back to the hotel for a very refreshing 
and relaxing drink in the coffee shop before dinner. The next day was another free one and 
it was suggested we went shopping. The place Surrendir took us to was a rabbit warren of 
rooms with shelves of textiles and bangles of all descriptions. That took up most of the 
morning. It was thought we would have a swim in the hotel roof-top pool. Jackie braved the 
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water but I chickened out. Maryse and Maureen hadn't taken costumes, so we sat on the 
terrace whilst Jackie had a quick swim.  
 
Our last day in Jaipur was another day at the show to catch up on everything and take 
another look at our favourite exhibits and to marvel at all the work put in. A bit of retail 
therapy and then it was farewell to the pink city of Jaipur. 
 
A longish drive to Agra, about 5 hours. visiting on the way one of the oldest and a very 
grand stepwell of Rajasthan at Abhaneri. 
 
We arrived at a very busy and bustling time in Agra trying to 
drive through throngs of people crowded around market stalls 
of all descriptions. After arriving at our hotel, we met up with 
our guide to take us to Mehtab for a rear view of the Taj Mahal 
as the sun was going down. We stayed for a while for a photo 
shoot and then back to the hotel for a rest and dinner as it had 
been a tiring day. 
 
Next morning, up bright and early, for another day of 
sightseeing. First stop was the Taj Mahal again. It looked really 
splendid in the early morning sunshine. We spent a delightful 
couple of hours gazing in wonder and strolling around, taking 
photos although photos weren't allowed inside the mausoleum. Inside, behind ornate trellis 
work there are two replica sarcophagi. Apparently the bodies of Shah Jahan and his 
favourite wife lie in the basement. After leaving the Taj Mahal it was back to the coach for a 
drive to Agra Fort, another example of Mughal architecture, which was the seat and 
stronghold of the Mughal Empire under successive generations. The present structure owes 
its origins to Emperor Akbar who erected the walls and gates, and the first buildings on the 
eastern banks of the River Yamuna. Shah Jahan added the impressive quarters and Mosque 
while Aurangzeb added the outer ramparts. The whole structure was immense, but we just 
visited the Hall of Public Audiences and the Royal Pavilions, from where there was a view of 
the Taj Mahal. 
 
That concluded our visit as it was back to the coach for a drive to Delhi for our final evening 
in India.  This was where we said our thanks and farewells to Surrendir, our driver for the 
duration of our trip. He said he had another party to collect. 
 
Next morning it was an early rise and breakfast as the tour rep. was collecting us for our 
drive to the airport for our flight back to Heathrow. 
 
All in all it was a very good trip, fascinating and quite an experience. I'm glad I did it, but 
now I'm WAFA’d out! 
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Although, we were a small party of four, we had a lot of 
laughs and our motto is always ‘fun, friendship and 
flowers’ and we have plenty of happy memories. 
 
The next WAFA 2023 is in New Zealand but I am getting 
on in years so I don't think I want anymore long haul 
trips. 
 
Tony and I are just as happy wandering around the 
Lakeland fells with views of the majestic mountains. 
 
 
 

Christine Masters  

 
(Christine sent us nearly twenty pictures of her trip, but sadly we can't include them all 
although we've dotted a few around to give you a preview.  I feel sure she would be happy 
to show them all to you if you ask her nicely! ) 
 

 Saint James 
 

(We have a different contributor to our series on the Saints this month and we are grateful 

to Philip AStle for the following.) 

 

Deeping St James, like many other places has a saint 

as part of its name.  In 1139 a small Benedictine 

Priory was built in East Deeping as a cell of Thorney 

Abbey and the Church was dedicated to St James. 

East Deeping eventually split into Deeping St James 

and St Guthlac Deeping (later called Market 

Deeping).  But who was St James? 

 

James and his brother John were amongst the first 

people to follow Jesus.  They were fishermen who 

were with their father Zebedee when Jesus called 

them to follow him.  It is thought they may have 

been relatives of Jesus. Perhaps because of this they 

sometimes seem to have thought themselves to be 

more important than other followers.  Both brothers were known to be hot tempered and 

sometimes had to be rebuked by Jesus.  Nevertheless, both were chosen by Jesus to 

witness his transfiguration. 
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Although known in England as James his Hebrew name was Ja’qob and he is known as St 

Jacob in several countries including Germany.  He is often called St James the Great to 

differentiate between him and another apostle named James. Possibly it simply means he 

was the taller or older of the two.  

 

King Herod Agrippa had James executed by the sword in AD44.  His head is believed to be 

buried under the altar in the  Armenian Apostolic Cathedral in Jerusalem, built on the site of 

his martyrdom.  By the 9th century a tradition arose that St James had at one stage 

travelled to Spain to spread Christianity and that on his death his body had been taken to 

Spain and eventually buried at Compostela.  His shrine, now in Santiago de Compostela 

Cathedral, quickly became the major place of Christian pilgrimage after Jerusalem and 

Rome and continues to be so to this day, Santiago being the Spanish for St James. He is the 

patron saint of Spain. 

 

In 1133 Matilda, widow of Henry V, gave what was thought to be the mummified hand of St 

James to Reading Abbey.  During the Dissolution of the Monasteries the monks hid the holy 

relic in the Abbey walls.  It is now in St Peter’s Church, Marlow.  Any or all of these three 

burial places could be genuine as it was common to disperse the reputed relics of saints in 

medieval times.  

 

Pilgrims to Santiago de Compostela originally wore a real cockle shell in 

recognition that St James was a fisherman.  Eventually James and pilgrimage 

became synonymous so that in the many illustrations of St James in medieval 

religious books he himself is usually shown as a pilgrim with a cockleshell 

badge and pilgrim staff.  The picture here is from a French Book of Hours 

c1500. Such books contained psalms, prayers and texts for private devotional 

use.  The badge was later made of metal and became the symbol for pilgrims in general.  

The cockleshell badge shown here is also from the 15th century. 

Philip R Astle 

 

. . . and a few more . . . .  
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 VE Day 
 
Do you see anybody you know?  Yes, it's a picture which Jo Astle sent in which was taken 
during the VE Day Street Party in Hereward Way.  Jo says, "Nine houses took part and we all 
sat in the front garden, had conversations across the road and enjoyed a WW2 display a 
local family had put together." 
 
Jo goes on to say, "It could go with the idea that we all contribute something towards a 
display about lockdown, photos, things we made etc. Perhaps after it's over and we're back 
at church. Maybe people might like to take some photos- just an idea." 

Jo Astle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

. . . . and just a few more . . . .  
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 Gifts From My Garden 
 

I really enjoyed reading about Sonia’s feathered visitors in last month’s addition. We have 
fewer birds coming to our garden, but we still enjoy watching and listening to them. 
 
We have a bench where I love to sit, especially on sunny days. I find it easy there to slacken 
my pace and forget my worries. Recently a dunnock landed on the fence very near me. It 
seemed totally unaware of my presence; but in a few moments it totally captivated me. 
 
Suddenly it burst into song in ‘full-throated ease’. For several minutes its beautiful cadences 
seemed just for me. A rare and uplifting privilege. 
 

---oOo-- 
As I sit drinking in the morning, 

Thankful for the peace 
And beauty of this new day, 

I glance down 
And there, emerging form the patio slabs, 
A tiny purple flower, harbinger of hope, 
Lifts its face towards the morning sun 

---oOo-- 
A gossamer thread caught in the grass, 

Now visible, gleaming in sunlight, 
Then vanished in an instant. 

 
Not even seen as a continuous line: 

So fragile, yet so strong 
Withstanding the tugging breeze. 

 
Seen, then unseen: seen again. 

A sudden, silent blessing 
In the morning dew. 

---oOo--- 
 
 

Bet Washbrooke 

 
An apology: 
Last month we published a poem, "Comfort", and unfortunately failed to acknowledge that 
it's author was the late Betty Mates, Bet Washbrooke's mother.  Our apologies to Bet for 
this oversight. 
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 Photographs 
 
We are always glad to receive your photographs which we try to use if at all possible.  The 
one below was taken from the bottom of her garden on the 4th of May by Jill Gibb.  We are 
glad that you will see this in colour as it would have had to be converted to black and white 
for printing.  Our thanks to Jill. 
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And to follow, we have a lovely picture from Chris Halley which he calls simply, "Edelweiss". 
Many thanks, Chris. 
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 The Rose & Sweet Pea Show 
 
This year the 'Rose & Sweet Pea Show' must not go ahead of course, due to the strict rules 
on social distancing, social events and for our own safety it seems the most sensible thing 
to do.  Each year the show has raised approximately £3,000 to help towards the day to day 
running costs of the church as well as support the many events through our social 
committee and mission committee which also generate further funds for worthy causes 
and the church.  It is obvious that this will have a great financial impact on the church and 
its outreach work, so something that the community can get involved with would at least 
be a non-defeatist offering. 
 
I have therefore been working on a website through a Canadian provider called Wishpond 
and have come up with a solution to allow us to run some ‘online’ competitions.  Thanks for 
the skills and experience of certain members of the congregation we have come together to 
get something up and running by Sunday 7th June (which is when we hope to launch the 
site).   has been advertised also in 'I'd Rather Be In Deeping' magazine and on our facebook 
page.  The link to this will also go out on Reverend Mark's email closest to that date.  As we 
are still working on the site, it is rather tricky to say at this stage exactly what shape it will 
take, but let's just say that we care determined to offer at least the following content. 
 
1) The change to enter the raffle with the usual range of prizes - with a possible live 

draw on facebook on the day Sat 27th June 

 
2) Competitions for young people to enter such as art, photograph, baking and other 

making categories - simply take a photo of the item and upload it to the site (just of 

the item, not of yourself) 

 
3) Our usual horticultural competitions - again taking a photo of what you have grown, 

together with some information on the item (size or weight measurements etc) and 

upload that to enter 

 
4)  Perhaps some live music using the facebook live link or a youtube link if pre-

recorded. 
 
If anyone would like to get involved or ask further questions then feel free to email me at 
fiskted@gmail.com.  It is certainly nice to be able to offer something rather than nothing 
and a great way to celebrate our Bronze Eco-Church Award.  We anticipate that a social 
event in the garden will follow when it is safe and legal to do so.  Till then, stay safe and get 
involved. 
 
All the very best, 

Ted Fisk 

mailto:fiskted@gmail.com
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Do you remember the series of articles which many of you 
contributed during the period  2013 - 2015 under the 

heading "Getting to Know You"?  Well, we have another one for you from Rick and Mandy 
Kirk whom many of you will already have met when we were allowed to hold services in the 
church (!).  Our thanks to Mr and Mrs Kirk. 
 
Hello! We are Mandy and Rick Kirk and we moved to Deeping St James in January 2020. 
 
We moved from Buckinghamshire where we had our lovely home near the Chiltern Hills 
since 2002. In 2007 we moved to the US as Rick's job posted him there and we spent over 6 
very happy years living in Houston, Texas. After Rick retired in 2013 we sold our house and 
bought an American sized motorhome. A Winnebago to you and me! (although ours was a 
Thor, but it’s like Hoover - everyone thinks of a motorhome [or RV as they are commonly 
known, short for recreational vehicle]). We set ourselves a challenge of visiting all 50 States 
in 18-24 months. It took a lot longer than that in the end as we stopped for a year while I 
underwent a major back surgery. 
 
When we returned to the UK at Christmas 2017 we already had the dream of recreating our 
homes we lived in in Houston. Light, spacious and open plan. 
 
We set about looking for a plot of land nearby to where our family and friends are in the 
Home Counties, but either the plots were too small, too expensive or just not where we 
wanted to be. 
 
In May 2018 this plot came up in Deeping St James - a village neither of us had ever heard 
of - so we drove up to take a look. 
 
On the site was a dilapidated bungalow and garage waiting to be demolished with a 5 
bedroom house taking its place. Planning permission had already been granted, but 5 
bedrooms was far too big for us, so once we bought the site we had new plans drawn up 
for a smaller single storey property designed around our American style of living which 
we’d grown to love. 
 
In the scheme of things we are very lucky that building has already started as many who 
buy land to build take years before they ‘break ground’. It won’t be long before our dream 
‘forever home’ becomes a reality and we will move out of the static caravan that is 
currently our home. 
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In the 4 months we have lived on site we have already met quite a few wonderful people 
from Deeping, including our lovely neighbours John and Victoria Worthington. They 
introduced us to Priory Church and we were really enjoying the Sunday services with Mark 
until the lockdown mid March. 
 
We can’t wait for restrictions to be lifted and for us all to meet again so that we can fully 
integrate ourselves into the community. We moved from a bustling Market Town but have 
already found everyone in Deeping to be so much more happy and friendly. We put that 
down to the wonderful nature that surrounds us, and deep family roots going back 
generations. 
 

Here we are on our building site just a few days after we ‘broke ground’. 
 

Rick & Mandy 
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 For the Love of Scrubs  
 

There is a countrywide circle of people determined to help supply 
scrubs, hats, wash bags and cross body bags for the NHS and other key 
workers.  Linda Sellars and I have been whizzing away on our sewing 
machines turning sheets and duvet covers into colourful scrubs. We 
have been working as a subgroup of the Hinchinbrooke and 
Peterborough group and together we have supplied hundreds and 
hundreds of scrub sets and well over a thousand accessories (thanks 
Ann Bennett for the wash bags). These have supplied Hinchinbrooke 

and Peterborough hospitals,  EACH, Magpas, Cambs Police, Arthur Rank Hospice and Sue 
Ryder. All have been made with donated fabrics. We are still supporting Addenbrookes and 
anyone else who has a need. And the best thing is that the group has ties to The Potters 
Village Medical Centre in Kisoro, Uganda. When the scrubs are no longer needed here they 
will be returned and sent off to this and other hospitals abroad. How wonderful that we are 
all working together to be a part of this.  

Penny 

 
 

Cooking with Margaret (2) 
Gooseberry & Elderfower Cobbler 

Ingredients 
 

625g Gooseberries, topped and tailed 
115g Caster Sugar 
A knob of unsalted butter 
2-3 tablespoons elderflower cordial 
 

For the Cobbler 
 

225g self-raising flour 
a pinch of salt 
100g unsalted butter, cubed 
50g caster sugar 
1 large egg, beaten 
4 tablespoons milk 
plus extra, demerara sugar for 
sprinkling. 

Method 
Place the gooseberries, sugar and butter in a saucepan and cook 
over a very gentle heat until the butter has melted. Add the 
cordial and raise the heat a little. Bring to the boil and simmer 
for 1 minute. Transfer to a greased ovenproof dish – approx. 27 
x 17 cm and 8 cm deep. 
 

Preheat the oven to Gas mark 6/electric 200°C. To make the 
cobbler topping, sift the flour and salt into a large bowl, add the 
butter and rub in until the mixture resembles breadcrumbs. Add 
the sugar, stir in and add the egg and two thirds of the milk. 
Bring the mixture together using a knife, adding a little more 
milk if needed. Roll out the mixture on a floured surface to 1cm 
thick and cut into 4cm rounds. Arrange the scones on top of the 
gooseberries, brush with a little milk and sprinkle with demerara 
sugar. Bake for 15 minutes. 
 

Reduce the temperature to Gas mark 4/electric 180°C and 
continue to cook for a further 20-25 minutes, until the scones 
are cooked and golden brown. Serve hot or warm with custard 
or thick cream. 


