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From the
Vicarage
Dear Friends,
Pentecost is here at last! In a sense, this is what the entire spring season in church has been
leading up to. It's a bit like that moment when you step onto a rollercoaster and sit tight as it
slowly gathers momentum, heading for the uppermost point, and then....Whoosh! Down you
go on an exhilarating swoop ... and then up on a crest, hurtling round corners and clinging on
for dear life, either loving every second or with your eyes tight shut, praying for it to be over!
The momentum has been gathering since Ash Wednesday, cranking up to Good Friday,
lurching into Easter Sunday and now, at the very top of the ride we reach Pentecost, with all
the fire and exuberance of Holy Spirit, that rushing, mighty wind that simply won’t let us stay
still.
Holy Spirit is scary. Once we accept God’s gift, we are likely to find our lives turned upside
down. All the things that looked so cosy and familiar from ground level take on a whole new
appearance from the giddy heights. That can be a good thing, in that matters that seemed of
such crucial importance when we were in the thick of them can suddenly seem quite small and
insignificant. (I can remember a church once, where God threw everything into utter chaos and
voices could be heard wistfully saying, “If only we were still just arguing about where to put the
chairs!”)
But of course not every experience of the Holy Spirit is so disorientating. For some, Holy Spirit
lands, gentle as a dove, quietly prompting a new course of action, sometimes so imperceptibly
that it takes ages for the truth to be revealed. We need both manifestations: the excitement of
the breath of God, but also the steady tranquillity of inner peace. There has to be room in any
church for growth and change, but at the same time there has to be reflection and the
opportunity to catch our breath. In my experience, though, God seldom lets us sit back for
long. He calls inconveniently, when we aren’t ready, when we have got other priorities, when it
doesn’t seem to be the right moment for us at all. And we can either put up the barriers and
try to insist on keeping our feet on the ground, or we can take a deep breath and fasten our
seatbelts, closing our eyes and praying!

There is only one thing that is certain, and that is that God will bring us safely through.
(Continued on page 4)
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In this Month’s Priory News …
Dear Friends
June is here
again, with the
Rose and Sweet Pea show and the crowning of
the new Rose Queen high on our list of activities.
Don’t forget to sell your raffle tickets as they
raise a substantial amount of money for the
church. If you would like more tickets to sell
please contact Jan Fisk or Kate Drewett.
Our concert series continues with the Fenland
Consort on 4th June. This promises to be
another enjoyable afternoon and tickets are
available from the Vicar or you can buy on the
door.
With Philip retiring from his organ duties we take
this opportunity to welcome Jeremy Jepson to
the Priory. We thank Philip for his service to the
church and welcome him into the choir as a full
time member. Jeremy’s first service will be on
Sunday 4th and we wish him well in his new post.

Church Calendar for June
Churches Together
Cooking with Margaret
Dates for your Diary
Deepings Literary Festival
Directory
Festival weekend
From the Vicarage
House Group
In This Month’s Priory News
Know your Alphabytes – P
Letter from the Bishop of Grantham
Mission Matters
Praise Him with the Psaltery, Harp & …
Readings and Readers
Registers for April
Reports and News
Request for information
Retiring Organist
Rotas for June
Saint of the month – St Botolph
The Trials of Man

10
15
6
14
13
2
5
1
18
3
9
19
14
5
17
13
4
8
8
17
12
7

July and August are tricky months for magazine
editors as people are often away on holiday (and
difficult to contact!) and activities take a breather, so this year we have decided to combine the
July / August issues of Priory News into one. We do appreciate that our readers pay for 12
issues a year but as colour printing costs are roughly 10 times higher than black and white and
we try to include colour pictures from the Rose & Sweet Pea Show we hope you will still
consider Priory News to be well worth the money. There is one small drawback, however – we
shall need copy for both July and August by the deadline given below so anything which needs
to be advertised before September will need to be with us by June 22nd, please.

Caroline and John
This month Margaret gives us a lovely summer The cover photo this month was taken by John
dessert.
Marsh during the Literary Festival concert.
Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them coming.
Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be accompanied by
authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We will not publish the
names of children pictured unless specifically requested to do so by their
parents or guardians.
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860

priorynews@dsj.org.uk

Please let us have your contributions for the July issue of Priory News BEFORE the
deadline of Thursday 22nd June. Thank you.
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(Continued from page 1)
We can catch some of the excitement of all this through the Archbishops’ initiative, Thy
Kingdom Come which we are sharing in, starting from 4 th June with the 24-7 prayer week.
But as Thy Kingdom Come is being celebrated by most churches between Ascension and
Pentecost, we can prepare ourselves for the 24-7 by praying this specially written prayer:
Almighty God,
your ascended Son has sent us into the world
to preach the good news of your kingdom:
inspire us with your Spirit
and fill our hearts with the fire of your love,
that all who hear your Word
may be drawn to you,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Rev Sue

Reports and News
 Fenland Consort – 4th June
As part of our concert series, The Fenland Consort are coming to the Priory Church on June
4th at 3pm. They will present a concert from Baroque Trio Sonatas to 21st century jazz,
including Albioni, Haydn, Handel and a little jazz by group member, John Hollins. Please
join us for a programme provided by local musicians on strings, flutes and keyboard.
Tickets cost Adult £8 Child £5 (incl. refreshments) and are available from 01778 346879,
vicar@dsj.org.uk or at the door.

 Rose and Sweet Pea Show 2017
Don’t forget the Big Event of the month! The Rose & Sweet
Pea Show takes place on Saturday, June 24th. Make sure
you have this date in your diary and come and enjoy the fun
– there will be something for everyone! Class list details are
included in this issue or at the back of church.

Tombola
We should be very pleased to receive any items for the
tombola stall at this year's Rose and Sweet Pea Show.
There will be a box provided at the back of Church for any donations or they may be
brought to 33 Park Road.
Liz Spratley
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 Festival Weekend July 22nd and 23rd
We hope that you will already have this date in your diary. During the weekend there will
be art work and craft displays in church, and coffee and light lunches will be served in the
church hall. On Sunday 23rd July, we shall be holding the annual Hog Roast. Please
encourage as many friends and relatives to come along and join in the fun. This year the
Hog Roast will be accompanied by live music. To complete the weekend there will be a
Songs of Praise type service in the garden. We can guarantee good food and music, (and
hopefully good weather). Please do your bit and help make this year’s Patronal Festival one
to remember!
Victoria

 Praise Him with the Psaltery, Harp and --- Cajon
“Why is he banging on a loudspeaker?” asked one of the
congregation after a recent family service. Some of you
have been intrigued by the unusual percussion instrument
used in services by Ted in Psalm 98, our worship band, and
by Luke in the Friday Knights youth group. It looks for all
the world like a wooden box, not surprising as the name
cajon, pronounced ka-HON, is Spanish for ‘box’ or ‘crate’.
This is not some new-fangled idea however as the cajon is
thought to have been developed by African slaves working
in Peru during the 18th century. It seems that they were
forbidden to have real instruments so they improvised
using old packing cases (remember the tea chest basses
used by skiffle groups in the 1960s?). The modern cajon is
made of plywood with the front panel being thinner than
the rest. There is a hole at the back. The player sits on the
box and taps this front panel, known as the tapa, either
with his hands or sometimes with beaters or sticks. Hitting the middle of the tapa produces
a sound similar to a bass drum whereas hitting nearer the edge makes a contrasting higher
sound. Some cajons have wires stretched inside which rattle against the top of the box,
imitating a snare drum.
Cajons are becoming increasingly popular for jazz and folk music. It has proved an ideal
instrument to play in church as it produces a convincing drum sound while being much
easier to transport and set up than a conventional drum kit and needing a fraction of the
space. It also fits in better with our mostly acoustic instruments.
Here endeth the lesson!
Philip Astle
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Cooking with Margaret
Lemon Roulade
Ingredients
4 Egg Whites
6oz caster Sugar
1/2 Pint Double Cream
3 Tbsp Lemon Curd

Method
Pre heat oven 150© 350F Gas 2
Grease a 10 x12inch Swiss Roll tin and line with nonstick baking parchment. Whisk the egg whites until
they form soft peaks then gradually whisk in sugar until
smooth, thick and glossy. Spread the mixture lightly
and evenly in tin and bake for 25 to 30 minutes until
the meringue is firm to touch Turn out on to a sheet of
parchment paper, carefully peel off the lining paper
and leave to cool. Whip the double cream to soft
peaks and fold in lemon curd. Spread onto the
meringue and roll up carefully.
Serve sliced with a few raspberries. Enjoy.
Serves 6

 Music for a While
A few people have expressed an interest in an occasional afternoon of music in our barn. I
am therefore proposing to hold the first of these, ‘Variety is the Spice of Life’, on Tuesday,
June 27th, beginning at 2.30 pm. If you have not yet let me know that you are interested
please contact me by Friday June 23rd so that we can make sure there are enough chairs
and cakes for everyone! You can telephone me on 01778 343860 or 07768 327665 or you
can email me at priorynews@dsj.org.uk. Please leave your name and a contact number.
John

 Priory News – looking for a new team
Do you have journalistic ambitions? Well, Caroline and I never had but we have been
editing Priory News since July 2011 and we have enjoyed the challenge. However, we’ve
decided that it is now time for someone else to take over and therefore the July/August
issue will be our last. The main ‘qualifications’ needed are patience, determination and
some Microsoft Word skills. We shall, of course, be very happy to give ‘training’ to our
successor(s). Please contact us if you are keen to take over from the September issue and
would like more details – ‘training’ includes cups of coffee!
John
6

The following is a letter we have received which may be of interest to some of you:

Eastern Angles Theatre Company
I’m writing from Eastern Angles Theatre Company. This summer we’re celebrating the
biblical story of Mary and Joseph by performing a series of “Medieval Mystery” plays that
will be easily accessible to modern audiences. 500 years ago, stonemasons and carpenters
celebrated this drama on the streets of the city and we’re delighted to bring this history
back to the people of Peterborough.
I hope this will be of interest to your congregation, friends and families.
The Trials of Mary is a free outdoor theatre event and will revive the gripping story in a
fresh and new atmospheric way. The project is funded by Arts Council England, Heritage
Lottery Fund, Vivacity, Esmee Fairbairn and supported by Peterborough Cathedral.
The Trials of Mary is being performed over the weekend of 14 th – 16th July at some of
Peterborough’s local, cherished and historical locations:
Friday 14th July: 6.30pm, outside The Undercroft at Serpentine Green
Saturday 15th July: 12pm & 2.30pm outside Peterborough Cathedral & 6.30pm at Nene Park
Sunday 16th July: 12pm & 2.30pm at Cathedral Square
We’re encouraging people to bring a picnic, sit back and relax at the 1 hour performance,
hopefully in the sunshine!
If you would like more information, do take a look at Peterborough Cathedral’s website
(http://www.peterborough-cathedral.org.uk/143/section.aspx/142/mary) or alternatively,
have a look at our website (www.easternangles.co.uk). We can also supply flyers like that
attached if you can display or distribute them.
We’re offering a free drink at performances if audiences pre-book their free ticket
beforehand via Box Office or online. Please note that this does not apply to Sunday’s
performances. For more information, click here: http://bit.ly/TrialsofMary
Feel free to share this email and leaflet attached with your friends, family and colleagues. It
would be great to see you there!
Best wishes,
Helena Quarmby
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 Request for Information
We have had a ‘phone call from Mrs Jill Schmidt who lives in Derbyshire. She visited DSJ
recently because she is keen to trace any details of her ancestors. If anyone has any
knowledge of family connections please contact Jill direct on 01629 736786 or contact Priory
News and your message will be passed on.
Jill’s grandfather Charles Rhymes was born in Nottingham. His father, Herbert was born in
Deeping in 1855, married Fanny Brown.
His father, Henry, was born as above (in Deeping) in 1822 and married Emma Parkes.
His father, also Henry, was born in 1795 and married Ann Chesterfield of Deeping.
His father, James, was born c1770 and married Mary Spriggs.
Any connections to anyone still in the village, or information would be great,
pp. Jill Schmidt

 Retiring Organist
Following the service on Sunday 28th June a
presentation was made to Philip Spratley who
after many years has retired from the
position of organist. Philip plans to step from
the organ bench into the choir stalls.
We should like to add our own thanks to
Philip both for his friendship and musical
contribution over many years and also for his
several contributions to these pages - I am
sure you will remember the interesting series
on hymnody and his article, ‘Moonlight and
Roses’ which appeared in the September
2012 issue (check it out online on our
magazine archive page). We join in wishing
Philip well in his retirement.
We also look forward to welcoming our new
organist, Jeremy Jepson, who arrives at the
Priory on 2nd June.
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Revd Sue is back at the keyboard this month bringing us
an article on something close to our hearts.

P is for … Prayer
There is a general assumption that everyone
knows how to pray. Certainly, all regular churchgoers have some idea of what prayer is
about, but as there are as many different ways to pray as there are people on the planet,
we certainly don’t know everything there is to know! The reason why prayer is so varied is
that we each have our own individual relationship with God, and we each respond
differently to what we perceive as being his voice. (cf John 10 : 2-4 The one who enters by
the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the
sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has
brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they
know his voice.)
But what is prayer? For many it is simply intercessory prayer – asking God for things, either
on our own behalf or for others. That is indeed a perfectly valid sort of prayer, but it is not
the only type of prayer. Just as a personal relationship does not consist of endlessly asking
for things from the other person, so prayer has many forms. In a relationship, we might
simply enjoy another’s company: enjoying God’s company is prayer. We might be grateful
to someone for some kindness: in prayer, that is praising God. We might let off steam to
our best friend over an issue that upsets us: we can do the same to God, as if he were our
best friend, without fear of condemnation. We can do things for our friends that help
them: and in doing things that please God we are also praying through action. If we have
received presents from our friends, we can either take pleasure in them and use them, or
we can leave them gift-wrapped and gathering dust: in prayer, we can use any of the gifts
God has given us by writing, drawing, creating, singing, dancing….each of these gifts and
many more can be woven into prayer. Neither does it matter whether we are sitting,
standing, kneeling or even lying prostrate before our Lord: we can freely choose whatever
posture seems appropriate to pray.
Even so, that is only half of the story, because a healthy prayer life should always include
time for us to listen out for whatever God wants to say to us. No relationship thrives if only
one party does all the talking! So a sense of discipline comes into our prayer life, because it
can be hard to be passive and listen, not knowing how God will speak, or whether we shall
miss his words to us. It can all feel like a massive waste of time. Yet “wasting time with
God” is immensely powerful if we learn to tune out the distractions and be truly still and
relaxed. To help us do that, we might perhaps write out the things we want to say to God
as if in a letter to a dear friend. Then it is a matter of turning the page over and imagining
what we think God might write back to us. How would we address him? And what would
be his pet name for us?
(Continued on page 12)
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR JUNE 2017
1st

Thursday

Justin, Martyr at Rome, 165
9:30 am
Holy Communion
10:30 am
Home Communions
7:45 pm
Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Young Carers

2nd

Friday

5:30 pm
6:45 pm
7:30 pm

4th

SUNDAY

DAY OF PENTECOST (Whit Sunday)
9:00 am
Holy Communion (said)
10:00 am
Family Service and baptism of Olivia Anaiah Button
3:00 pm
Concert by the Fenland Consort
6:00 pm
Churches Together Launch Service for 24/7 Prayer Room

7th

Wednesday

9:30 am
7:30 pm

8th

Thursday

Thomas Ken, Bishop of Bath & Wells, Nonjuror, Hymn Writer, 1711
9:30 am
Holy Communion
10:30 am
Home Communions

9th

Friday

Columba, Abbot of Iona, Missionary, 597
5:30 pm
Friday Knights
6:45 pm
Choir practice
7:30 pm
Ringers’ practice

11th

SUNDAY

TRINITY SUNDAY
9:50 am
Children’s Church
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist with healing prayers
6:00 pm
Closing Service for 24/7 Prayer Room (Venue TBC)

12th

Monday

BARNABAS THE APOSTLE (transferred from 11th.)

13th

Tuesday

9:00 am
2:00 pm
7:30 pm

Deanery Chapter: St. John’s, Spalding
Communion Service at Braeburn Lodge
Deanery Synod: Gosberton

14th

Wednesday

9:30 am
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm

Holy Chaos Toddler Service
Wedding rehearsal
PCC meeting in Church Hall
House Group at 45 Crowson Way

15th

Thursday

DAY OF THANKSGIVING FOR HOLY COMMUNION (Corpus Christi)
9:30 am
Holy Communion
7:45 pm
Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Outing

16th

Friday

Richard, Bishop of Chichester, 1253
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Friday Knights
Choir practice
Ringers’ practice

Holy Chaos Toddler Service
House Group at 45 Crowson Way

5:30 pm
6:45 pm
7:30 pm

Friday Knights
Choir practice
Ringers’ practice
Wedding of Nathan George & Tara Chappell

17th

Saturday

2:00 pm

18th

SUNDAY

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
10:00 am
Family Communion
11:30 am
Vision & Strategic Planning Committee in Church Hall

21st

Wednesday

9:30 am
7:30 pm

Holy Chaos Toddler Service
House Group at 45 Crowson Way

22nd Thursday

Alban, first Martyr of Britain, 250
9:30am
Holy Communion

23rd

Friday

Etheldreda, Abbess of Ely, c.678
5:30 pm
Friday Knights
6:45 pm
Choir practice
7:30 pm
Ringers’ practice

24th

Saturday

THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST
1:00 pm
Rose and Sweet Pea Show

25th

SUNDAY

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist

27th

Tuesday

12:00 pm
2:00 pm

28th

Wednesday

Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, Teacher, c.200
9:30 am
Holy Chaos Toddler Service
7:00 pm
Wedding rehearsal
7:30 pm
House Group at 45 Crowson Way

29th

Thursday

PETER AND PAUL, APOSTLES
9:30 am
Holy Communion

30th

Friday

1:30 pm
5:30 pm
6:45 pm
7:30 pm

Wedding of Jim French & Heather McHattie
Friday Knights
Choir practice
Ringers’ practice

Saturday

Ember Day
1:00 pm

Wedding of Thomas Simpson and Mary-Jane Coles

‘Open Surgery’ for Parishioners followed by
Archdeacon’s Visitation (swearing in of churchwardens):
St. John’s, Spalding

July
1st
2nd

SUNDAY

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
9:00 am
Holy Communion (said)
10:00 am
Family Service and baptism of Emily Rose Meredith Davies
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(Continued from page 9)
The 24-7 prayer room which is operating from 4 th - 11th June at Open Door Baptist Church
gives us a golden opportunity to experiment with our prayer lives and find out how we each
best communicate with God. Please try and find time to spend just one hour exploring the
resources on offer. No church can thrive if the only prayer is Sunday worship: our faith is
far more than that. And make no mistake – if we pray, we can expect things to happen.
This is Pentecost, the season of the Holy Spirit. The exhortation Carpe Diem! (”Seize the
day!”) would be quite a good motto for us to take up!
Rev Sue

Saint of the Month:
7th June: St Botolph
Hailed as a local saint in our diocese, one to whom churches
were dedicated at the four gates of London, who gave his
name to the port of Boston in this country and the great city
on the east coast of America, one whose remains ended up in
several locations, this was St Botolph.
St Botolph and his lesser known brother Adolph were young
Saxon nobles sent abroad to study, probably in France though
claims have been made for Ireland. The life of St Ceolfrith
describes Botolph as 'a man of remarkable life and learning'.
The king of the East Angles, Anna, gave Botolph land at a place
called Icanhoh to build a monastery. The site of the
monastery is much disputed; Boston (Botolph's town or stone) claims it but it is perhaps
more likely to have been Aken near Aldeburgh. In any case Botolph is likely to have
founded mission stations at various places in East Anglia and Lincolnshire. St Botolph was
famed for driving devils from the surrounding marsh.
Botolph' monastery was destroyed by the Danes. In 879 A.D. King Edgar the Peaceful (963973) ordered Botolph's remains to be recovered and divided amongst other abbeys: Ely,
Thorney (mother house of Deeping Priory and dedicated to St Mary and St Botolph) and
Westminster. When the relics were taken to London they were carried to the four city
gates (Aldersgate, Bishopsgate, Aldgate and Billingsgate) where four churches dedicated to
St Botolph were built (Billingsgate disappearing in the Great Fire). Appropriately Botolph
became the patron saint of travellers, people pausing to pray at one of the four churches
before setting out on their journey.
Around 70 churches in the country are dedicated to St Botolph including Buttsbury in Essex
(in Anglo-Saxon Botolfespirie, Botolph's pear tree- presumably one of the spots where he
stopped to preach).
Revd Sonia
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 Deeping Literary Festival
The penultimate event of the
hugely
successful
Deepings
Literary Festival took place at the
Priory Church on Saturday 30 th
April with several church members
taking part.
The event took the form of a
selection of Lincolnshire words
from yesterday and today in a
series of letters, poems and prose
whilst the Intermezzo String
Quartet provided enchanting
musical entertainment.
Church participants included Doris Belairs reading “A Lincolnshire Poem”, Bet Washbrooke
with “A Centenarian” from Morton’s 1876 Almanac, whilst Barry Fisher entertained with
“Lincolnshire, a Lovely County” and “A Lincolnshire Church” both by Sir John Betjeman.
Kate Drewett then brought us nicely to the interval with “Pre-Beeching, a Lincolnshire
Experience.”
Refreshments at half time were, as usual, provided by the Mission Committee before
further participation by church members in a packed second half!
Jo Astle put on her best bib and tucker and blue suit to give us Margaret Thatcher reciting
“Yes Minister” and “A Letter to Ronald Regan”, John Worthington took on the role of the
Reverend Taylor writing to the Reverend Hardy in 1716, John performing again with Philip
Astle sharing the 1750 thoughts of William Stukely and Maurice Johnson.
A packed church came away enthralled and looking forward to more literary gems in a
couple of year’s time!
John Marsh

Registers for April
Weddings: We congratulate
15th
22nd
29th

Ben Paul Plumridge & Carly Cherie Smith
Richard Farrar & Tanya Louise Jackson
Thomas Patrick John Waterhouse & Gemma Harvey
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 Dates For Your Diary
Welcome Spring!
The popular consort Freshe Ayre, based here at the Priory Church, travels to Stamford to
present Welcome Spring!, a fascinating programme of seasonal songs and dance tunes
from medieval to modern. Several pieces are inspired by bird song, one of the most
memorable features of Spring. As well as 6 sizes of recorders, the group will feature a
consort of crumhorns (curved reed instruments beloved of Henry VIII), timbrel, nakers,
tabor, keyboard (organ, harpsichord) and early stringed instruments such as rebec, psaltery
and symphony. They are joined by the early music soprano, Sam Graper. The Dean of All
Saint’s Church, Stamford is of course Mark Warrick, formerly vicar here at the Priory.
3pm, All Saint’s Church, Stamford PE9 2AG
Sunday 18th June, 2017
Tickets: Adult £6, Child £4 including light refreshments available from All Saint’s Vicarage
01780 756942, Philip Astle 01778 346879 or at the door. Proceeds to All Saints Church
Music Fund.
N.B. Freshe Ayre will be presenting a concert of Seasonal Music at the Priory Church on
26th November at 3pm. Further details in due course.

 Rock of Ages
Rock of Ages from St Michael’s Church, Langtoft, are a worship band with a wide eclectic
mix of almost 80 songs in their repertoire ranging from Christian worship to modern
popular songs including about a quarter of their own material.
Following their successful debut concert last Christmas, they are performing in 2 concerts.
The first is at Bourne Methodist Church on Saturday, June 17th at 7pm, tickets £5 from
Richard at 01778 425353.
Their second concert is on Saturday, 24 June, at St Michael’s at 7.30. Tickets for this one
are £5.00 from Richard Kelly on (01778) 345423 or richardjanekelly@icloud.com Bring your
own drinks and nibbles.
Jo Astle

 Mission Matters
Tickets for the Hog Roast on July 23rd will be available for the 18th June. Please be sure to
book in advance.
Victoria
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Churches Together 24-7 Prayer Room

With the Launch Service for the Churches Together 24-7 Prayer Room on Sunday 4th June
at the Priory Church and the commencement of the Prayer Room at the Open Door church
we take this opportunity to publish the Diocesan prayer.
The Diocesan Prayer
Almighty God, source of our hope and all good things; you call us in love to share
in the work of creation in making all things new.
Bless our diocese: may we be faithful in our worship; confident in our discipleship;
and joyful in our service; that, through us, the world may catch a glimpse of the love
you have for each one of us, made known to us in your son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

 An extract from a letter from the Archbishops of Canterbury and York
“The season of Easter invites us to celebrate and to renew our love of God and our
love of neighbour, our trust and hope in God and in each other. In the midst of a
frantic and sometimes fraught election campaign, our first obligation as Christians is
to pray for those standing for office, and to continue to pray for those who are
elected. We recognise the enormous responsibilities and the vast complexity of the
issues that our political leaders face. We are constantly reminded of the personal
costs and burdens carried by those in political life and by their families.
Our second obligation as Christians at these times is to set aside apathy and
cynicism and to participate, and encourage others to do the same. At a practical
level that could mean putting on a hustings event for candidates, volunteering for a
candidate, or simply making sure to vote on Thursday 8th June. The Christian
virtues of love, trust and hope should guide and judge our actions, as well as the
actions and policies of all those who are seeking election to the House of Commons
and to lead our country.
This election is being contested against the backdrop of deep and profound
questions of identity. Opportunities to renew and reimagine our shared values as a
country and a United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland only come
around every few generations.
We are in such a time.”
To read the complete text of the letter, follow the link below::
http://www.lincoln.anglican.org/news-events/news-stories/general-election-2017archbishops-letter-to-parishes-chaplaincies/?utm_source=Ebulletin+12%2F05%2F2017&utm_campaign=Diocese+of+Lincoln&utm_mediu
m=email
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Music @ The Priory

All concerts are at 3.00pm
2nd July
Catherine Handley (flute)
6th August
Guy Turner and Jeremy Jepson (Comic songs)
3rd September
Simon Lumby (organ)
8th October
Christopher Dexter-Mills (organ)
5th November
Divers Voyces
26th November
Fresh Ayre
Tickets £8.00 adult (£5.00 children)
available from the Priory Box Office: tel: 01778 343860
or from the Vicar: revspaterson@gmail.com tel: 01778 341856

 Plants Please
The choir will be running their usual plant stall at the
rose and sweet pea show on June 24th. If you have
any spare plants, garden or house, or a surplus of
vegetables or herbs which you would like to donate,
the choir will be delighted to receive them.
Bring them to the Church Hall garden on the morning
of the 24th or leave them in the church porch any time
the previous week labelled for the plant stall.
Thank you
Victoria
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Readings and Readers for June
1st Reading

1st Reader

2nd Reading

2nd Reader

Gospel

Doris Bellairs

John 20:
19-23

DAY OF PENTECOST
4th

9:00
am

Acts 2:
1-21

John
Worthington

1 Corinthians
12:3b-13

TRINITY SUNDAY
11th

10:00
am

Isaiah 40:
112-17,27-end

Roger
Bridgeman

2 Corinthians
13:11-end

Liz
Bridgeman

Matthew 28:
16-20

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
18th

10:00
am

Genesis 18:
1-15

Family
Communion

Romans 5:
1-8

Matthew 9:
35-10:8

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
25th

July
2nd

10:00
am

Genesis 21:
8-21

Adrian
Hallam

Romans 6:
1b-11

Tony Masters

Matthew 10:
24-39

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
10:00
am

Genesis 22:
1-14

Caroline
Herron

Romans 6:
12-end

Ann Bennett

Matthew 10:
40-end

Rotas for June
Servers
9:00 am
Geoff
Geoff

4th
11th
18th
25th
July 2nd

Sidesmen
4th
11th
18th
25th
July 2nd

C
D
E
F
A

10:00 am
Paul
Simon & Nick
John & Simon
Nick & Chris
Paul

7.30 pm
John

Tim Hitchborn and Cled Bennett
Trevor Harwood and Kim Hallam
Juliet Mills, Margaret Flegg & Liz Bridgeman
Val Wilde, Doris Bellairs & Christine Masters
Jane Thompson and Adrian Hallam

Intercessions
4th
11th
18th
25th
July 2nd

9:00 am
Sue/Sonia
Bet Washbrooke

10:00 am
TBA
Jo Astle
Tony Masters
Nick Drewett
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Bread and Wine
4th
John & Victoria Worthington
11th
Caroline Herron & Linda Sellars
18th
Ann & Cled Bennett
25th
Christine Payne & Ann Meekings
July 2nd
Niccy Fisher & Simon Marshall

Flowers

Coffee
Pat Feek & Doris Warner
Jan & Tanwen Fisk
Margaret Flegg
Val Wilde & Doris Bellairs
John & Sue Marsh

Cleaning

Brasses

4th

Carole Mills
(Pentecost)

5th – 18th

-

11th

Ann Taylor

-

11th

18th

Eileen Day

19th - 2nd

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

25th
July 2nd

Pauline
Brooksbanks
Wedding

Dick & Anthea Wray
Val Wilde and Sylvia
Anderson
Josie Waghorn & Joy
Cunningham

 Easter Flowers
A little late, but I would like to thank all the ladies and
their 'gophers' who helped decorate the Church at
Easter. Although I wasn't here to help this year, all the
flowers looked beautiful, and I am very grateful to a
lovely team of ladies who give up their time to arrange
the flowers.
I would also like to thank all the ladies who continue to
put flowers on the altar throughout the year.
Thank you once again, it is much appreciated.
Christine Masters
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Letter from the Bishop
of Grantham
Dear Friends,
I think of myself as having been an argumentative teenager. My parents
say I wasn’t, but I can remember the discussions that we had to this
day…
Later life has softened me, I think, but I still enjoy a good conversation,
and the excitement of meeting someone with very different views from
my own.
How do we develop as human beings unless we are in contact with
those who are unlike us in some ways, while being very like us in others?
All human beings, all created by God, all with value and purpose and
dignity.
One of the great joys of the Church is that it is a body that is in essence inclusive and outward facing. The gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost is to reveal the possibility of unity in Christ and to
give that unity purpose and confidence.
At the first Pentecost, people from all over the known world were able to recognize what they
shared, a recognition that was symbolized by the way in which the Holy Spirit enabled them all to
understand the message of ‘God’s deeds of power’ as spoken by the Galilean disciples yet heard in
their own language of origin.
A shared identity in Christ overcame the negative effects of difference of language, culture and
nationality. It also meant that in a time of considerable political upheaval, the Church was able to
provide hope because it placed a priority on works of justice and boldly challenged a tendency to
self-centredness and fatalism.
United in the power of the Spirit, people looked out, worked together, and were given a new,
concrete, objective identity in Christ. Just read the Acts of the Apostles to see this happening.
And the Church of today shares that same identity! We remain a Pentecostal people, empowered
and unified by the Holy Spirit.
This Pentecost, as we prepare to vote in a General Election, may we remember our shared identity
in Christ, with all that this means for the way in which we should treat each other and contribute
to the life of the world. And let us be confident, therefore, in our faith and in our Church.
God bless you,

+Bishop Nicholas
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