From the Curate
Dear Friends,
One of the best things about the Church of England is its diversity, how it embraces a wide
range of people of very different situations and outlooks. We are all aware of what takes
place in our own parish surroundings but the way the Church is organized gives us the
unique opportunity to look beyond our parish to deanery, diocesan and ultimately national
level.
Our Deanery Synod, Elloe West, is made up of a variety of church situations, from large
town to villages and combinations in between. Meeting in Synod gives us the opportunity
to see what is going on elsewhere, why some things work in one situation but not in others.
It is also a chance to share information, to publicize events and, if we wish, to share
expertise.
Sadly few people seem to be willing to commit the four evenings a year on which synod
meets…hardly a huge commitment. I would encourage you all to think about standing for
deanery synod; in doing so our parish would have a much larger voice at this level.
The afternoon of 15th June is the ideal opportunity to meet others from our deanery away
from the constraints of a formal session. Since his year is the 1300th anniversary of the
death of St Guthlac we shall be meeting at Crowland Abbey for a celebratory service and
refreshments... Do join us even if you aren’t a member of synod.
With every blessing,
Revd Sonia

P.S. Don’t forget to prepare your exhibits, cakes and
other goodies for the Rose and Sweet Pea Show.
See you there!
For further details click on this
http://magazine.dsj.org.uk/rose2014.pdf

link:
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June is always an
important month for us
at the Priory Church
because of the Rose and
Sweet Pea Show which
takes place at the end of the month. This year it will be
held on Saturday, June 28th. It is always a busy day for
those running the stalls, games, refreshments and other
activities but it is also a great fun day out for families.
This year should be no exception as we have booked
several groups to entertain us. I am happy to say that in
the twenty odd years we have lived in Deeping St.
James, the weather too has generally been kind to us. I
feel sure that the rain which we’ve been experiencing
recently has actually just been sent to freshen things up
for the big day! We always need helpers on the day to
help set things up in the morning and clear up after the
show so please can we call upon plenty of support again
this year? For further details click on this link: http://magazine.dsj.org.uk/rose2014.pdf
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As usual, we have tried to give you an interesting, varied and informative magazine this
month, but we are not beyond criticism and if you have any observations, suggestions or
even grumbles, please let us know - we shan’t be offended!
John

Slight reservations about Margaret’s recipe Our thanks to John Marsh for the cover
this month – what about Lincolnshire photograph taken at Barnsdale.
Poacher? (Just kidding, Margaret!)
Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them
coming. Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be
accompanied by authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We
will not publish the names of children pictured unless specifically requested
to do so by their parents or guardians.
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860

priorynews@dsj.org.uk

Please let us have your contributions for the July edition of Priory News BEFORE the
deadline of Monday 23rd June. Thank you.
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Reports from Church Groups
Mission Matters


Knit and Natter
Meetings will resume in September. Recently we have been knitting’
trauma bears’ and nearly forty have been completed. Many thanks
to all who have knitted bears ,at the meetings, or at home. We now
have a very colourful selection

 Mission Committee
‘Parsons, Patrons and Pipers ‘proved to be a very interesting and informative afternoon.
Many thanks to Sonia for preparing such a fascinating talk. The event raised £214.30
towards the Mission Committee’s giving.
The Committee has also been able to send £301.30 to CMS in lieu of the CMS Lent boxes.
The next date for your diary is Saturday June 7th when we shall be holding an ‘Afternoon
Tea’ event, hopefully in the Church Hall gardens. Please come along and bring your friends
to enjoy a relaxing afternoon. We shall be open for tea from 2.30pm to 5.00pm
Victoria

 News from the Diocese
The Archdeacon of Stow and Lindsey, the Ven Jane Sinclair, has
been appointed Canon Steward of Westminster Abbey.
The Canon Steward is responsible for the Abbey's welcome to
visitors, as well as playing a full part in the ministry, mission and
governance of the ancient foundation.
Jane Sinclair has been Archdeacon of Stow and Lindsey in the
Diocese of Lincoln since 2007. Previously, she held posts at
Rotherham Minster, Sheffield Cathedral and was a lecturer at St
John's College, Nottingham. In the Diocese of Lincoln, Jane has
held particular responsibility for the development of ministry.
"It will be quite a change moving from the edge of a Lincolnshire market town to the heart
of Westminster, close by Parliament and the headquarters of the Church of England," said
Jane.
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"I've greatly enjoyed my ministry in the Diocese of Lincoln, and working with committed
and faithful Christians in parishes and in the administration and leadership of the Diocese.
Naturally, I'm very excited about beginning a new ministry in Westminster, but the move
will be tinged with sadness at what I will be leaving behind."
The Bishop of Lincoln, the Rt Revd Christopher Lowson, said: "I know both Westminster
Abbey and Jane Sinclair very well, and I am certain that each will complement the other
superbly.
"It has been my privilege to count Jane among my close colleagues and friends for the last
two-and-a-half years. During that time I have come to know her as a person of great
warmth, wisdom, integrity and spiritual depth, profound qualities that have supported the
Diocese of Lincoln hugely during her tenure as Archdeacon of Stow and Lindsey, and will
support the ministry of Westminster Abbey well as Jane takes up the post of Canon
Steward.
"While I am sorry to be losing such a good colleague, Jane is joining our registrar, Caroline
Mockford in moving to a senior post elsewhere in the church. I am pleased that our Diocese
is a good place to develop skills and knowledge which are being called upon to further the
mission of the wider church."
A service of farewell for Jane Sinclair will be held in Lincoln Cathedral on Thursday 26 June
at 5.30pm.
Sarah Baker
Media Officer

Other Reports and News
 Priory Church Social Committee
On Saturday 10th May members of the Church Social Committee were able to book “The
Divers Voyces” to perform in the Priory Church, the concert consisted of music by the
Deeping born composer Robert Fayrfax and commemorated the 550th anniversary of his
birth, with music by others from the same period. They were accompanied by the
“Terpsichore” a small group of instrumentalists playing music from the 15th century. The
audience were thrilled by the singing and the stories behind the writing of the ballads.
Bill Flegg

 Christian Aid Week
The coffee morning after church on Sunday, May 18th. raised £60-62 and the total this year
from the door-to-door collection throughout the Deepings was £4323-86. Our thanks go to
all concerned.
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 News from the Tower
It’s that time of year again! Saturday 28th is the “Rose and Sweet Pea
Show” and The Tower Shower are organising trips up the tower for
any interested people.
This tour includes a short chat in the ringing chamber followed by a
trip up to the bells where you will be able to watch as one of the bells
is rung. The layout of the bells will be explained and how they are
rung in the old traditional English manner. Although it is advertised as visit the “Bats in the
Belfry” you can assure any youngsters that there are no bats. One thing to taken into
consideration is the fact that there are about 64 steps to the top, but only 12 to the ringing
chamber.
We will be looking forward to seeing you!
We have the pleasure of welcoming back Elizabeth after her time away at university. Nice
to see you again Elizabeth.
Mike

 Children’s Church April and May
Since our Good Friday activities we have met
on three occasions in the Church Hall and
once at the Family Service, which continues
to go from strength to strength.
The children loved meeting and bottle
feeding the Fisk’s lambs in the Hall gardens
and it proved a fantastic way of bringing
alive the story of The Good Shepherd. We
were blessed with our first really hot Sunday
on 18th May and enjoyed following our
worship session about heaven with some
team work with the parachute. We also welcomed
a new little boy to Children’s Church and look
forward to getting to know him and his family this
summer.
All members of Children’s Church, children and
adults alike, would like to take this opportunity to
say a public ‘THANK YOU’ to Richard and Andrea
Gamman. Their hard work, commitment and above
all kindness as our Leaders over many years has
been unwavering and we love them dearly.
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Bottle feeding Shaun and Woolley

Learning through play

Dates for your Diary
 Tombola Stall
If you have any items for the tombola stall at this year's Rose & Sweet Pea show we shall be
pleased to receive them. There will be a box provided for your donations at the back of
Church or they may be brought to 33 Park Road.
Liz

 Parish Celebration for St James’ Day on Sunday July20th
The Church is organising a ‘Hog Roast‘ to take place at 12.00pm in the Church Hall gardens.
There will be food and games for all the family. Please come along and share in the fun.
Tickets will be available shortly: Family ticket £15.00(2 adults and 2 children): £5.50 per
adult: £3.00 per child/student.
Victoria

Cooking with Margaret:
Gloucester Cheese Pudding
Ingredients:

Method:

225g Double Gloucester Cheese,
grated

1.

Mix 100g cheese with the nuts and make
sandwiches with the bread and butter.

50g Roasted Peanuts, chopped,

2.

Remove the crusts and cut into triangles. Arrange in
a greased 1.1 litre ovenproof dish.

25g Butter, softened

3.

Sprinkle with remaining cheese and parsley.

1tbsp Fresh Parsley, chopped

4.

Whisk eggs, milk, mustard and seasoning. Pour over
bread and leave to stand for 30 minutes.

5.

Bake at 180°C/350°F/Gas 4 for 40 – 45 minutes until
set and golden.

8 slices Wholemeal bread

3 Medium Eggs
¾ pint milk
1tsp Wholegrain mustard
Salt and pepper

Do not add peanuts if serving to young children
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 Priory Church Coffee Group
On Thursday 8th May committee
members of the Priory Church
Coffee Group served coffee, biscuits
and scones to those attending.
During the morning the treasurer
Margaret Flegg together with
secretary Jane Thompson gave out £1,050.00 to various local
groups, including the First Responders, Lincs & Notts Air
Ambulance, Deepings Youth Centre, Deepings Food Bank
Appeal and the Sitters service, plus the Church and Church Hall.
Those present were thanked for their support and today’s
event raised £247.65 towards next year’s fund.
Bill Flegg

 Lincoln Labyrinth Festival 2014
Lincoln Cathedral is to host the 2014 festival for the first time and the main feature will be a
labyrinth, drawn by University of Lincoln students, on the nave floor which the public can
use to experience walking a labyrinth path.
The event runs from August 6 to 27 with key events on the following dates:






August 6: Opening event
August 12: Stage Fright Theatre Company performance
August 13: The Quest for the Holy Grail
August 16: The Quest for the Holy Grail(2nd performance)
August 27: Closing Event

A journey of life exhibition will also run in the south aisle of the cathedral throughout the
festival.

 Tony's Travels: By The Rivers Of Babylon; Part 7
After living and working overseas for a while you begin to realise that everywhere is the same
but everywhere is different. Take family life; it differs in various ways from country to
country but fundamentally it is always the same. From North to South and East to West
people live in families, with broadly the same problems and preoccupations. So I am sitting
in Mahmood’s coffee shop in Baghdad, just round the corner from my hotel, enjoying my
breakfast on a Friday morning (my one day off in the week) and listening sympathetically as
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he struggles to describe in English the problems he is having with his mother-in-law. His
English is actually quite good so I try to cheer him up with an appropriate joke, one of Les
Dawson’s finest. He is a bit slow to catch on, a little is lost in translation, but when he does
he roars with laughter, slaps the table with his hand, his eyes stream, his ample body shakes
like jelly and his numerous chins wobble in sympathy. He has spilled my small cup of black
Turkish coffee and I am mopping it up when Brian walks in to collect me for our trip to
Ctesiphon and Seleucia. Mahmood and I have already discussed visiting Ctesiphon, which he
assures me is an accessible and good destination for a day out, but Seleucia – he has never
heard of it.
Brian has bad news, Hassan his housekeeper is ill (or pretending to be, says Brian darkly –
they don’t get on) so the trip is off. We drive to Brian’s house, on the way he confides that
he is increasingly concerned about the possibility of physical violence from Hassan the next
time they disagree (i.e. soon) and that he might even be a government spy. Evidently Brian’s
paranoia is spiralling, he has been away from home far too long and is really in need of a long
holiday. On walking into Hassan’s bedroom it becomes obvious that the illness is genuine.
Hassan’s normally copper complexion has taken on a slight greenish hue as if he has been left
out in the rain and is slowly accumulating verdigris. It seems he has eaten something which
has violently disagreed with him. This is obviously a man who is suffering from what P G
Wodehouse so memorably describes as the ‘Aztec two-step’, ploughing an anguished and
frequent furrow between bedroom and bathroom.
We ring for one of Hassan’s relatives to come and care for him, then debate what to do with
the day. After some discussion Brian suggests taking a bit of a risk and going on our own
without a guide or Arabic speaker. I have serious misgivings about this but I am due to go
home soon and there may not be any more opportunities for this expedition so, against my
better judgement, I agree to go, and once Hassan is in good hands we drive off.
I want to find Seleucia in particular because of its connection with Alexander the Great and
his army. Following the death of Alexander the Great at Babylon in 323 BC his empire was
divided between his chief generals. Egypt was ruled by Ptolemy whilst Mesopotamia and the
lands to the East were ruled by Seleucus Nicator from his new capital, Seleucia on the Tigris.
The last of the Ptolemaic rulers was of course Cleopatra, and after she and Mark Antony
were defeated by Octavius, Egypt and Palestine were ruled from Rome. The Seleucid empire
only lasted for about 175 years before it reverted to Persian rule by the Parthians and it was
the Parthians who abandoned Seleucia and founded Ctesiphon as their new capital.
Ctesiphon is mentioned in the Bible (Ezra 8.17) where it is called Casiphia. It was of great
strategic importance and was captured by Rome five times, although for various reasons they
never held on to it.
There is a good road to Ctesiphon, it is only about 20 miles from Baghdad and it is easy to
find, just as Mahmood said.
Continued on page 12
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR JUNE 2014
1st

SUNDAY

SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION (SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER)
9:00 am
Holy Communion (said)
10:00 am
Family Service with Holy Baptism

4th

Wednesday

7:30 pm

5th

Thurday

Boniface, (Wynfrith) of Crediton, Bishop, Apostle of Germany and Martyr, 754
9:30 am
Holy Communion
10:30 am
Home Communions
7:45 pm
Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Line dancing

6th

Friday

Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

8th

SUNDAY

DAY OF PENTECOST (Whit Sunday)
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist

9th

Monday

Columba, Abbot of Iona, Missionary, 597

10th

Tuesday

9:00 am

11th

Wednesday

ST BARNABAS, APOSTLE
7:30 pm
PCC meeting at 16 Church Street

12th

Thursday

9:30 am

13th

Friday

Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

15th

SUNDAY

TRINITY SUNDAY (First Sunday After Pentecost)
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist
3:30 pm
Deanery Service at Crowland

16th

Monday

Richard, Bishop of Chichester, 1253

19th

Thursday

Day of Thanksgiving for Holy Communion (Corpus Christi)
9:30 am
Holy Communion
7:45 pm
Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Annual Outing: Moulton Mill
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PCC meeting at 16 Church Street

Clergy Chapter: Glenn Group: Pinchbeck

Holy Communion

20th

Friday

Alban, Julius and Aaron, Martyrs, 250 & 304-5
Practice Night:
6.45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

22nd SUNDAY

TRINITY 1 (Second Sunday after Pentecost)
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist
6:00 pm
Choral Evensong

23rd

Monday

Ethelreda, Abbess of Ely, 678

24th

Tuesday

The Birth of John the Baptist
(Midsummer Day)

26th

Thursday

9:30 am

27th

Friday

Practice Night:
6.45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

28th

Saturday

Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, Teacher, 200
1:00 - 4:30 pm Rose and Sweetpea Show

29th

SUNDAY

TRINITY 2 (Third Sunday after Pentecost)
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist

30th

Monday

St Peter and St Paul, Apostles (transferred)

3rd

Thursday

THOMAS THE APOSTLE
9:30 am
Holy Communion
10:30 am
Home Communions
7:45 pm
Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Strawberry Supper

4th

Friday

Practice Night:
6.45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

6th

SUNDAY

TRINITY 3 (Fourth Sunday after Pentecost)
9:00 am
Holy Communion (said)
10:00 am
Family Service with Holy Baptism

Holy Communion

July
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Continued from page 9

We drive in to the car park and as I step out a swarthy gentleman carrying a bucket walks
past and shouts something in Arabic and then in English “I scream!” I scream!” Well true
enough, then it dawns on me that he is selling ice cream from his bucket. It is a hot day so,
after examining the bucket to make sure there is at least a rudimentary standard of hygiene,
because we don’t want to join Hassan on his bed of pain, we decide to try a little. It turns out
to be frozen spiced custard, not quite what we hoped for but refreshing in its way.
So we have found Ctesiphon and looked around,
impressed by the colossal masonry arch Taq-i
Kisra, a wonder in its day. The sun beats down,
the light reflects off the masonry on to our
retinas and we marvel at what we see. Children
are running about, families are enjoying
themselves, having a day out. But the thoughtful
inner eye sees what is missing, for here once
stood a great city, a place of hopes,
achievements and disappointments, the stuff of
life, now all is ash and ruin. Surely one might
grieve for this.
Now for the difficult bit, finding Seleucia. We know it is somewhere nearby and on the Tigris,
but on the opposite bank so we have to find a crossing. After a few miles driving along near
the river bank we come across an extremely primitive car ferry consisting of a rusty and
listing steel pontoon powered by an ancient and asthmatic diesel engine. There are a few
other vehicles waiting to cross and the first ones are guided on, to shouts of instruction,
encouragement and abuse, so that they are in a line with their wheels just inches from the
edge of the pontoon. Then other cars, including ours, are positioned in a second line as close
as possible to the first line. The third and final line ensures that we are completely
surrounded and unable to open any of the car doors so if this pontoon sinks, which in my
imagination grows increasingly likely, we have no hope of escape. Health and safety don’t
seem to count for a lot here. Whose idea was this, why am I not sitting somewhere by a pool
sipping a cooling drink instead of feeling my stomach churn and my mouth turn dry. Now
there are many occasions when one may feel inclined to prayer, but this is an instance when
it becomes not so much a desire as a physical necessity and so I find myself praying fervently
as the engine coughs in to life with a deafening roar accompanied by an almighty burst of
black smoke, the pontoon and everything on it vibrates as if demented and we struggle
feebly across the current.
Once ashore again, and feeling mightily relieved, we sit beneath a few trees and have a drink
as I make a record in my notebook of the day so far. Funny how things emerge from the
memory when the mind drifts, our situation brings to mind the last words of Stonewall
Jackson, Confederate general in the American Civil War, who was mortally wounded by one
of his own sentries at Chancellorsville; “Let us cross over the river and rest under the shade
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of the trees.” Well we have done that, and rested long enough, so we drive around for a
time trying all the tracks we can find and then after some time we see a village in the
distance and nearby a mound rising above the plain. We know this must be the site of
Seleucia but our initial feeling of excitement turns to disappointment since from a distance it
appears not to be excavated. On walking around however we find that one side has been
opened to reveal a large expanse of brick terracing in the form of an amphitheatre, and
nearby are the excavated remains of several buildings.
There are a few other people wandering about but they
soon drive off, then Brian notices someone approaching
from the village. It turns out to be a very old man riding
a very old mule, and slung over the man’s back is a very
old rifle. Presumably he is paid to guard the ruins from
souvenir hunters. We are ready to leave but decide that
waiting to explain ourselves is preferable to attempting
a quick getaway with the possibility of a bullet through
the back window. When he arrives we engage in the
usual strange mime show, he points at the ground,
purses his lips, wags a finger and shakes his head. We smile and nod, empty our pockets as
evidence of our innocence, and part with handshakes all round, but he waits and watches to
make sure we leave.
Having found and examined the ruins of Seleucia all we
need to do now is find a way back to the wretched ferry
but we take a wrong turning and to our surprise find
ourselves unexpectedly on a main road. This is not
necessarily a good thing as we quickly arrive at a check
point where we are stopped.
The soldiers are
suspicious as we don’t have a guide or escort, and they
don’t believe our reason for being out here. My
passport passes scrutiny, it only has one visa renewal,
but Brian’s is a mess of visa renewals, stamps and signatures and he is summoned into the
guard post. Meanwhile I am left outside with just one curious young soldier. From his
tortured expression I guess that he is about to try something in English and sure enough after
a while he walks over to me and proudly shows off his rifle saying “much shoot, easy
putapart puttogether, no shoot me.” In this magnificently mangled sentence, a gem of its
kind, this young soldier has accidentally, and in as few words as possible, described Anatoly
Kalashnikov’s immortal specification for a soldier’s weapon: effective, easy to maintain and
with a foolproof safety catch. It is also excellent news, because if the presence of an efficient
safety catch means it is not easy to accidentally shoot himself it is presumably also not easy
to accidentally shoot me. He gently cradles the gun against his body and strokes it as if it is a
new born baby. Then he holds it out at arm’s length to admire it and for one ghastly moment
I think he is going to twirl it one-handed like John Wayne. But he is bored with me now and goes
to sit in the shade while I do likewise, scribble in my notebook and wait for Brian to emerge,
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somewhat chastened, passport intact but with instructions to report to the Interior Ministry
within three days to regularise his documentation. I don’t ask if money has changed hands,
better not to ask, better not to know.
After this problem it seems wise to leave the main highway so, with a vague idea of where we
are and by using a compass we head off along a track in the general direction of the Tigris. The
track leads to a village, now where there is a village there must be water and sure enough we
find the river and eventually the ferry, just as well since it is now getting dark. The crossing is
not so hair-raising this time, there are only about three cars, a small herd of remarkably well
behaved goats, a lorry loaded with camels, and a group of children returning from a day out who
take delight in banging on our windows and pulling faces. Once off the ferry we head back
towards Baghdad but we are famished so stop at a roadside stall for a meal. As we eat, the sky
turns pink and lavender, then a deeper purple fades into the great still twilight of the desert, and
finally to a silent and profound darkness. I walk a few hundred yards away from the stall and
gaze up at the clear dark sky. It looks like someone has clothed the heavens in sable and
carelessly bestowed a million diamonds. What a day, what a night, yet suddenly while staring
into infinity I sense the chill of the night air, my mood changes and I feel far from home and
family. I have not the skill to express these mixed feelings so I will let the poet Sappho have the
final words: ‘The moon has sunk with the Pleiades, it is midnight and the hours pass, and I sleep
alone.’

To be continued…..
Tony Masters

Registers for April
Baptisms:
6th

We welcome into the Lord’s family:
Sophie Rose Ellerby

Funerals:
7th
8th
11th

We commend to God’s keeping
Robert Hugh Beckett
Stewart Edward Tribe
Elizabeth Bennett

 Church Flowers
Once again our church was beautifully transformed from drab Lent to a wonderful Easter.
Everyone worked very hard, from the children to the adults. But please could you help to keep
this up by giving to the plate for the cost of the flowers. This transformation is not cheap and
the cost of the flowers, like everything, keeps going up. We only ask for help twice a year Christmas and Easter. The rest of the time the cost is borne by the ladies who decorate the
church. Sorry - no more moaning. Thank you one and all for everything that was done over the
Easter time. (This notice was intended for inclusion last month - my apologies, John)

Pauline and Christine
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Getting to Know You…
(This
month
Simon Marshall,
one
of
our
Servers and also our Church Treasurer, tells us a
little about himself
I was born in Nuneaton, Warwickshire where my
parents were members of the United Reform
Church (my mother becoming their longest
serving member). There I went to the local King
Edward VI Grammar School for boys. Most
Saturdays then meant going to rugby matches
with Dad who was a referee with the Warwickshire Society. As he was sent to a different
club each week it was rather fun – coming home at night and stopping to buy the evening
paper with the sports results – ‘the Pink’ – and fish and chips. My first job was at
Sainsbury’s which had just opened in town – they advertised for Saturday workers at school
and about ten of us signed up.
It was at the sixth form dances held for the boy’s grammar school and the girl’s high school
that I first met Sonia; that was it for us. With university entrances to be decided we had a
tricky time when one of us had an offer from Manchester and the other had an offer from
Reading. However eventually we both received offers from London University and we both
spent three years at Westfield College which was situated in north London close to
Hampstead.
It proved very difficult to find work related to my degree subject of Chemistry but the
careers officer suggested accountancy. As Dad was a Chartered Surveyor and my brother
was a Chartered Auctioneer the idea of becoming a Chartered Accountant seemed to make
sense. So after leaving university in 1971 I was articled to the firm of Thornton Baker (later
to become part of Grant Thornton) in Nuneaton and in just over three years duly qualified.
Sonia and I married in 1972 at Weddington Parish Church, just outside Nuneaton, and our
son Richard came along in 1979.
Having qualified and worked for several years as audit manager I was looking for a
partnership and was pointed in the direction of Thomas May & Co a firm which had offices
in Leicester, Syston and Peterborough. It was the Peterborough office which had an
opening. This meant leaving our parents and home and striking out into an area which we
did not know but after much thought and not a few sleepless nights we decided to take the
plunge. Looking round Peterborough and the surrounding area it was Deeping St James
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which won our hearts. We have found both a wonderful worshipping community and warm
fellowship here in the Priory Church. In 1992 I was asked to take charge of the firm’s office
at Syston. Neither of us wanted to leave Deeping St James so I began travelling 40 miles
each way every day which I have now been doing for over 20 years. It’s a good thing that I
like driving! Ironically just over 2 years ago Thomas May & Co was taken over by Grant
Thornton so I am now working for the same firm that I started with all those years ago.
Joining the Priory Church I suppose that it was inevitable that as an accountant I should be
asked to help with the finances. I became Treasurer about 25 years ago, much to the relief
of Brenda Peters who had been on the lookout for someone to take over from her so that
she could retire. With Sonia, Dave Merchant, Ruth Joynson, Dennis Jordan and Fred
Stevenson I became part of the first magazine team in 1987. Until then the magazine had
been produced by the vicar on his own. At that time the parish didn’t own a photocopier so
once a month I stayed on late at the office to run off ‘Priory News’. The magazine team was
a success but we did miss Stan Haworth’s mis-typings which were often hilarious (e.g. St
Michael & All Angles).
Sonia, having received the call from above, was ordained deacon in 2003 and priest in 2004.
I shall never forget those services in the magnificent setting of Lincoln Cathedral and feeling
so proud of her. I have since found out what life as a clergy spouse is like. One outcome of
this has been learning to cook. Initially this was out of necessity as she was far too busy
with other things to worry about food. Subsequently it has become a bit of a passion – I
knew that the chemistry would come in useful one day and there will be stiff competition
for the Gordon Crowson Award at the Rose & Sweet Pea Show this year.
Over the years parish finances have inevitably become more complex. The annual accounts
which used to be presented on one sheet of paper now run to 11 pages. We have to
operate a PAYE scheme for the payments of fees etc in order to keep the taxman happy,
utility tariffs have to be monitored in order to make sure that we get the best deal, and so it
goes on. Sonia says that she doesn’t see me on Sunday afternoons (the time when I try to
do most of the work) but I hope to put that right next year when I retire from Grant
Thornton.

Simon

Afternoon Tea
On Saturday June 7th we shall be holding an ‘Afternoon Tea’
event, hopefully in the Church Hall gardens. Please come
along and bring your friends to enjoy a relaxing afternoon.
We shall be open for tea from 2.30pm to 5.00pm
Everyone Welcome
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Rotas for June
Servers
9:00 am
Geoff
Geoff

1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th
July 6th
Sidesmen
1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th
July 6th

C
D
E
F
A
B

10:00 am
Paul
John & Simon
Chris & Paul
John & Simon
Chris & Simon
Paul

6:00 pm
-

John
-

Tim Hitchborn and Cled Bennett
Trevor Harwood and Kim Hallam
Liz Bridgeman, Bill and Margaret Flegg
Val Wilde, Doris Bellairs and Christine Masters
Jane Thompson and Adrian Hallam
Ann Meekings and Shelagh Fisher

Intercessions
1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th
July 6th

9:00 am
Sonia Marshall
Martin Fisher

Bread and Wine
1st
Linda & John Sellars (9.00 am)
8th
Doris Bellairs & Christine Masters
15th
Peter & Val Wilde
22nd
Caroline Herron & Linda Sellars
29th
Carole Mills & Joy Cunningham
July 6th
John & Victoria Worthington (9.00 am)
Flowers
Flowers
1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th
July 6th

10:00 am
Jo-Anne Thomson
Niccy Fisher
Bet Washbrooke
Tony Masters
Bet Washbrooke
TBA
Coffee
Val Wilde & Doris Bellairs
Ann Bennett & Penny Hebblewhite
John & Sue Marsh
Liz Spratley & Linda Sellars
Lin Witherington & Joan Dyke
Johanna Jones & Jill Ironside

Cleaning & Brasses
Cleaning
Brasses
June 9th - 22nd

Joan Dyke
Carole Mills
Sonia Marshall
Eileen Day
Pauline Brooksbank
Jun 23rd -Jul 6th
Carole Mills

June 15th

John & Linda Sellars
Val Wilde &
Sylvia Anderson
Janet Lill & Marion Stevens
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Readings and Readers for June

1st

9:00
am
10:00
am

8th

10:00
am

15th

10:00
am

22nd

29th

July
6th
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10:00
am
6:00
pm
10:00
am
9:00
am
10:00
am

1st
1st Reading
Read 2nd Reading 2nd Reader
Gospel
er
Sunday after Ascension (Easter 7)
Acts 1:
Niccy
1 Peter 4:
John 17:
Martin Fisher
6-14
Fisher 12-14;5:6-11
1-11
John 17:
Hannah Foot
1-11
PENTECOST (Whit Sunday)
Acts 2:
1 Corinthians 12:
Adrian
John 20:
Peter Wilde
1-21
3-13
Hallam
19-23
TRINITY SUNDAY
Isaiah 40:
John
2 Corinthians 13:
Tony
Matthew 28:
12-17,27-31 Worthington
11-13
Masters
16-20
TRINITY 1 (Proper 7)
Jeremiah 20:
Caroline
Romans 6:
Victoria
Matthew 10:
7-13
Herron
1-11
Worthington
24-39
1 Samuel 24:
Luke 14:
Psalm 46
1-17
12-24
TRINITY 2
Jeremiah 28:
Cled
Romans 6:
Matthew 10:
Jo Astle
5-9
Bennett
12-23
40-end
TRINITY 3 (Proper 9)
Zechariah 9:
Ann
Romans 7:
Simon
Matthew 11:
9-12
Bennett
15-25
Marshall
16-19,25-30
Matthew 11:
TBA
16-19,25-30

Letter from the
Bishop of Lincoln
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ
I write this shortly after it has been announced that the Queen
has approved the nomination of Canon David Court as the next
Bishop of Grimsby.
It’s an enormous pleasure for me to be welcoming David at
such an exciting time in the life of our diocese.
David is currently the vicar of Cromer in Norfolk -‐ a large
seaside town in the largely rural diocese of Norwich. So he
brings first-‐hand knowledge and experience of life in a diocese
very similar to Lincoln. He brings a wealth of gifts and
experience which will be a great asset to us in the work we are
doing to create more faithful, confident and joyful Christians, as
together we work to transform the lives of people in all of our
communities.
David will be a suffragan bishop and, like all suffragans, will
share the work of the diocesan bishop across the diocese in
some of the traditional leadership of the church – in leading services of confirmation and
ordination, for example; but as his title suggests, he will also have particular involvement
with North East Lincolnshire, the most populous part of our diocese.
David will be consecrated at St Paul’s Cathedral, London, on 25 July, and will be welcomed
to the diocese at a special service in Lincoln Cathedral on 27 July. Please make a note of the
date in your diary now and look out for more details of this coming your way.
David begins work as Bishop of Grimsby in September. Please pray for him, his wife Ann and
their family as they prepare to join us.
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If you would like to
see your advert here
Contact John Marsh
on
01778 347730
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