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From Revd Janet 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
We wish Her Majesty the Queen a very happy Diamond Jubilee this weekend.  We join in the 
celebrations with our special Service of Thanksgiving at 10am on Sunday 3rd June, and there are 
activities throughout the Deepings, including the Deepings Show.   
 
Next month we welcome our new Curate Mark and his family into The Priory Church and St 
Guthlac.  We are also pleased to announce that he and his wife, Jo-Anne, together with his 
daughters Louise and Hannah, will be living at 16 Church St, our one-time Vicarage.  You may 
have noticed that the workmen have been there lately, working on the house, the outbuildings 
and the overgrown trees.  It will be good to have the house lived in again. 
 
Mark’s Ordination as Deacon takes place at Lincoln Cathedral in the morning on 1st July.  I will be 
going to the Ordination, together with Revd Philip Brent, and I am looking forward to that: Revd 
Sonia hopes to be presiding here as usual. 
In the evening on the same day at 6.30pm, the Service of Licensing will be taking place at St 
Guthlac.  Revd Sonia, myself and the Churchwardens (Liz Spratley and John Worthington) will be 
there to take part in the proceedings. Our choir has been invited to sing at this service with the 
choir of St Guthlac. The two choirs sang together at our Ascension Day service on May 17th, and 
thoroughly enjoyed the experience, as did the congregation from both churches who attended.  
However it may be a little more cramped in the choir stalls at St Guthlac, as it is a much smaller 
church!  Everyone is welcome to come, and we hope that there will be quite a few folk from the 
Priory Church there, both in the choir and the congregation.  Do put this important date in your 
diary. 
I did tell Mark about the Rose and Sweet Pea show in the Hall garden the day before, and he said 
that he is sorry to miss it, but he will be on retreat!  
 
In preparation for his arrival I have been attending training courses run by the Diocesan Director 
of Ordinands for clergy receiving a Curate into their parishes.  I have also done some background 
reading in training a newly ordained person, and collaborative ministry.  A Curate is not “another 
pair of hand to help the Vicar”, but is an opportunity for our churches to share ministry and train 
someone for their future ministry in the Church.  This involves provision of training and 
experience, supervision and/or evaluation of new initiatives and work experience, as well as 
continual theological reflection upon all that is involved.  
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 “Perhaps the church’s main contribution is to be a good learning community itself, where there 
is joy in knowledge, understanding, insight and wisdom.  Can it be a place where people learn to 
love God with all their minds and to relate everything – all fields of knowledge and all of life – to 
who God is and what God does?” 
David F. Ford 
Taken from “The Ministry Team Handbook” by Robin Greenwood. 

 
It will take a little time for Mark and his family to move in and settle down, as there is always so 
much to do with a house move.  We are planning to welcome him and his family a little later in 
the month at our Patronal Festival on 22nd July, which will be a picnic, maybe some games 
indoors or out (depending upon the weather) followed by an early Choral Evensong at 4pm.  Do 
come along. 
 
I know we have needed all this rain, however, I dare to offer up a prayer that our planned social 
events will have sunny days! 
 
With all good wishes,  

 

Revd  Janet 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Roll up! Roll up! 

Any donations for our Tombola Stall at the Rose and Sweet 
Pea Show will be gratefully received. Your surplus could be 
our money-spinners. Please put donations in the box at the 
back of the church.  Many Thanks, 

Liz Spratley 

 

  

 

House Group 

7:30pm Wednesdays 
at 45 Crowson Way, 

DSJ. 
All welcome! 
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Parish Directory 

Priest in Charge The Revd Janet Donaldson vicar@dsj.org.uk 

Curate The Reverend Sonia Marshall curate@dsj.org.uk 

Churchwardens Liz Spratley churchwarden@dsj.org.uk 
 John Worthington  

Assistant Churchwarden Doris Bellairs 
 

 

Parochial Church Council   
Chairman The Revd Janet Donaldson  
Vice-Chairman Martin Jones  
Hon. Secretary Roger Bridgeman  
Hon. Treasurer Simon Marshall treasurer@dsj.org.uk 
Covenant Secretary Peter Wilde  
Electoral Roll Officer Kim Hallam  

Synod Members   
Diocesan Synod Canon Niccy Fisher  

Deanery Synod 
The above plus  
The Reverend Sonia Marshall  
Simon Marshall  

Choir Master John Worthington music@dsj.org.uk 

Organist Philip Spratley  

Organisations   
Bellringers Richard Muspratt ringers@dsj.org.uk 
Church Hall Bookings Tony Masters churchhall@dsj.org.uk 
Church Ladies’ Fellowship Anthea Wray  

Church Coffee Group 
Carole Mills  
Margaret Flegg  

Church Flowers 
Pauline Brooksbank  
Christine Masters  

House Group Doris Warner  
Rose & Sweet Pea Show TBA roseandsweetpea@dsj.org.uk 

Just People 
Ted Fisk 
Revd Janet Donaldson 

youth@dsj.org.uk 

Junior Church Andrea Gamman juniorchurch@dsj.org.uk 

Priory News   

Editors 
Caroline Herron 
John Worthington 

priorynews@dsj.org.uk 

Advertising John Marsh  
Printing John Worthington  
Distribution Doris Bellairs  
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Dear All, 
 

This month looks like 
being an eventful one as 
it begins with the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
and ends with our Rose 
and Sweet Pea Show.  
The former we shall be 

celebrating with a special Service of Thanksgiving at 
which we shall use some of the prayers, words  and 
music which were used for the Coronation Service in 
Westminster Abbey on June 2nd 1953.  For the Annual 
Rose and Sweet Pea Show on Saturday, June 30th you 
will have received a list of the classes and competiton 
details with this issue of Priory News and a programme 
for the day will soon be published.  
 
So, as Margaret’s latest delicious casserole gently 
simmers in the oven and you sit down to read all the 
interesting items which we have included this month, 
don’t forget to put June 30th in your diaries and come 
and join in the fun.  Let’s make this year’s Show one of 
the best ever!  
 

Hmm.......something smells good........  
 

With all good wishes,  
  

John   

 

Margaret’s Slow Spiced Pork – 
another recipe for John to drool over. 

Over cover photograph, taken by Chris Halley, shows the 
new flagon which was blessed for service recently.  

Clergy Duty Days: Revd Janet Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, Sunday 
   Revd Sonia Monday, Tuesday, Thursday. Sunday  
Either can be available on a Friday 

From Revd Janet 1 

House Group 2 

Parish Directory 3 

In this month’s Priory News 4 

Clergy Duty Days 4 

Church Calendar 5 

Registers for April 6 

Baby Photo Appeal 6 

Cooking with Margaret 7 

Forthcoming Events 7 

Craft Fair Update 7 

De la plume du Mâitre 8 

Putting the Boot In 11 

Priory Coffee Group  11 

Knit and Natter 12 

Poetry 12 

News from the Tower 13 

Unusual Containers 13 

Rose and Sweet Pea Show 14 

Ringing down the Welland 15 

Tales of the 1920s 15 

Rotas for June 18 

Readers and Readings 19 

The Big Jubilee Lunch Grace 19 

Letter from the Bishop 20 

Thanks to those who have sent articles for Priory News. Please keep them 
coming – all are very welcome. NB: pictures containing recognisable 

children must be accompanied by authorisation to publish from their 
parents or guardians. We will not publish the names of children pictured 

unless specifically requested to do so by their parents or guardians. 
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 01778-343860 

priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
Please let us have your contributions for the July edition of Priory News 

BEFORE the deadline,Thursday 21st June. Thank you for your help. 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Church Calendar June 2012 

1st  Friday 

Justin, Martyr at Rome, c165 

Practice Night 

6:45pm Choir Practice 

7:30pm Ringers 

3rd Sunday 

TRINITY SUNDAY 

8:00am Holy Communion 

10:00am Coronation Anniversary Service 

5th  Tuesday 

Boniface (Wynfrith) of Crediton, Apostle of Germany, Martyr, 

754 

The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee  

7th   Thursday 

9:30am Holy Communion 

10:30am Home Communions 

7:45pm Church Ladies’ Fellowship 

8th  Friday 

Thomas Ken, Bishop of Bath and Wells, Hymn Writer, 1711 

Practice Night: 

6:45pm Choir Practice 

7:30pm Ringers 

9th  Saturday Columba, Abbot of Iona, 597 

10th  Sunday 
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

8:00am Holy Communion 

10:00am Sung Eucharist with Holy Baptism 

11th  Monday Barnabus the Apostle 

14th  Tuesday 9:30am Holy Communion 

15th  Friday 

Practice Night: 

6:45pm Choir 
7:30pm Ringers 

16th  Saturday Richard Bishop of Chichester, 1253 

17th  Sunday 
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  

10:00am Sung Eucharist  

21st  Thursday 
9:30am Holy Communion 

7:45pm Church Ladies’ Fellowship 
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22nd  Friday 

Alban, First Martyr of Britain, 250 

Practice Night:   

6:45pm Choir 

7:30pm Ringers 

23rd   Saturday Etheldreda, Abbess of Ely, 678 

24th  Sunday 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  

BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST 

8:00am Holy Communion 
10:00am Sung Eucharist 

27th    Wednesday Cyril, Bishop of Alexandria, Teacher of the Faith, 444 

28th   Thursday 
Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, 200 

9:30am Holy Communion 

29th  Friday 

Peter and Paul, Apostles 

Practice Night: 

6:45pm Choir 

7:30pm Ringers 

30th  Saturday Rose and Sweet Pea Show 

July  

1st Sunday 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY SUNDAY 

10:00am Sung Eucharist 

6:30pm 
Service of Licensing of Revd Mark Thomson at St 

Guthlac’s Church, Market Deeping – Joint Service 

 

Registers for April 2012 

Baptisms: we welcome into the Lord’s 
family: 

 Service of Blessing of Marriage: 

we congratulate: 

     
15th  Xavier Warren Leslie Adams  

Ahren Thomas Mason 

 28th  Peter and Linda Witherington 

     

 

Your baby photos wanted   

 
The Mission Committee would like to run a 'Guess the Baby' competition at the Rose and Sweet Pea 
Show this year. If you are able to supply a photo of yourself as a baby, together with an up to date 
one, please pass them to Penny Hebblewhite or Victoria Worthington as soon as possible, or at the 
latest 24th June.  Please mark them with your name and address so that they can be returned (and 
correctly identified!).  
Many thanks,  
 

Penny Hebblewhite. 
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Cooking with Margaret 

Slow Spiced Pork 

 

Ingredients: 
 

800g Stewing pork leg or 
shoulder, diced,  
2 tbsp Plain Flour, 
3 tbsp Sunflower Oil, 
1 large onion sliced, 
3 sticks celery sliced, 
2 cloves garlic chopped,  
1 tsp ground cinnamon,  
1 tsp ground mace,  
1 tsp mild curry powder,  
2 tbsp thyme leaves,  
100g soft dates chopped,  
100g soft apricots chopped, 
juice of 1 orange,  
500 ml white wine,  
25g walnut pieces, chopped 
parsley to serve 

Method: 
 

Preheat the oven to 170°C, gas mark 3. Toss the pork in 
seasoned flour to coat. Heat half the oil in a non-stick frying 
pan and fry the pork on all sides until browned. Remove with a 
slotted spoon and place in an ovenproof casserole dish. 
Heat the remaining oil in the frying pan, add the sliced onion, 
celery and chopped garlic and cook gently for 3-4 minutes 
until softened. Add the spices and cook for a further minute. 
Add the thyme leaves, dates, apricots and orange juice and 
wine. Season and bring to the boil. Pour over the pork in the 
casserole dish and place in the oven for 1½-2 hours until the 
pork is tender. 
To serve dry fry the walnut pieces and scatter over the top 
with chopped parsley. 
Serve with rice. 
This will make sufficient for 6 people, so adjust the amounts to 
suit your requirements.     
 

 

Forthcoming Events and News 

 

Mission Committee 
Don’t forget our evening of music and poetry at Cranmore Farmhouse on the 
evening of 7th July at 7:15 for a 7:30 start. Tickets, priced at £5, include light 
refreshments. 

Please contact Bet (341982 / bet.washbrooke@btinternet.com) or  
Victoria (343860 / vsworthington@btinternet.com). 

Bet Washbrooke. 

 

Craft Fair 

 
The Mission Committee would like to thank all those who baked cakes and supported the Craft Fair 
held on 19th May.  A grand total of £379.81 was raised. 

 

Anne 

  

mailto:bet.washbrooke@btinternet.com
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/John%20Worthington/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/YWBZ14AD/vsworthington@btinternet.com
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De la plume du Mâitre 

 
I am sitting in my den, my sanctuary, which was formerly my daughter's bedroom.  This is 
where I read, write and pursue my various hobbies.  Look at the state of this desk!  It's 
strewn with newspapers, paints, glues, brushes, tools and bits of metal.  Filings of brass and 
nickel silver lurk beneath sheets of paper, a light dusting of biscuit crumbs and an empty 
coffee mug complete the inglorious scene.  Action is urgently required so I ferret around for 
something on which to write a 'to do' list and enter item 1 'clear desk'. 
 
On second thoughts, demote this to item 1a and correct item 1 to 'make list', then further 
demote it to item 1b and amend item 1a to 'make tea'.  What I have forgotten however is 
that your humble scribe has promised to write something for Priory News, a result of 
unwisely sitting for a time next to your esteemed editor at the recent craft fair in the church 
hall. 
 
Right, so now corrected list reads item 1 'make list', 1a 'make tea', 1b 'write something', 1c 
'clear desk'.  But the deadline beckons, so what to write?  Returning to desk with mug of tea 
I tick off items 1 and 1a, now we are getting somewhere!  Scan newspaper and switch on 
radio to trawl for inspiration.  Find interesting entry in the Times birthday list, Dr Edward de 
Bono is 79 and gives his occupation as 'thinker'.  What a splendid idea, I think I will join his 
profession, practice obviously required so lean back in chair, close eyes and think.   
 
Wake up with a start some time later, tea going cold so give it a stir and take deep draught.  
Something slightly odd about flavour of Earl Grey, seems to have an additional piquancy, 
realise I have stirred it with spoon normally kept for decanting paint thinners.  However 
flavour acceptable and a new proverb is born 'we all have to sup a dram of paint thinners 
before we die'.  Besides, flavour blends nicely with odours of creosote and paint emanating 
from my old pullover. 
 
Meanwhile on the radio someone is droning on about the Eurozone crisis, fortunately this 
gives way to something more promising; a discussion lamenting the decline of letter writing 
in favour of e-mails and tweets.  Gist of discussion is that much less and lower quality 
written material will be available for future biographers if no-one writes properly crafted 
letters anymore.  Fair enough, no doubt the glory of the English language unfolded in the 
letters of Alexander Pope and others would have been diminished if they had been 
knocking out e-mails and tweets all day long.  But what about the letters from the past 
effectively lost because they were never written due to pressure of events; in short what 
about the letters that could and should have been written but were not?  A root around in 
the undergrowth of my imagination produces one such curled up and yellowing letter 
written in an elegant gallic hand.  Where necessary I have translated it as best I can. 
 
 

  



9 
 

Attention!  Pour Les Yeux de L'Empereur Seulement 

 

Le Grand Empereur Napoleon       53 Rue Barbe 

La tente de l'Empereur             Paris   

La Grande Armée   

Bruxelles??    

               17iëme Juin 1815              

 

Mon petit chou 

 

I write as always to declare my undying love and to inform you that I 

have moved in with my mother to escape the sketchers who pursue my 

carriage everywhere since your escape from Elba.  Paris is in uproar, every 

day we await the news of your glorious victory over the ‘roast beefs’ so that 

the conquest of England can begin.  I hear that your enemies are in 

complete confusion, those in Brussels who have not already left for Antwerp 

are in a state of total panic and there is scarce a horse left in the city. 

 

Marshal and Mme Ney called on me before the good marshal left to join 

you.  I was pleased to hear that the ointment I recommended was 

efficacious, the rash is much improved so he will be able to rejoin the 

cavalry at once.  He assured me that you have nothing to fear from the 

Prussians since nowadays they are good at polishing but not at fighting 

and will probably arrive late if at all.  Also Blücher is ‘toute bouche et 

pantalon’ and his army is 'tout manteau de fourrure et rien de culottes.'  

Mme Ney showed me the gifts bestowed upon her and I think I may be 

forgiven a twinge of jealousy, remembering that you ate all my presents on 

the way back from Moscow, and then all you brought back from Elba was 

that strange cotton undergarment with the amusing motto.  Perhaps you 

will have time to shop in Brussels? 

 

Here in Paris La Commission Pour Civiliser Les Anglais has already 

published its first edict, that in order to improve the dreary English cuisine 

a new national dish is to be proclaimed, of beef of course as suits their 

peasant taste, but encased in a fine pastry and named ‘Beef Napoleon’  in 

your honour.  I know you will also be pleased to hear that the British fleet 

is to be burned at Spithead in a one night performance of son et lumière. 

 

 I hope you will agree that since I secretly became your  ‘lady of letters’ 

your fortunes have prospered.  How the nation laughed when you called 

the English a nation of shopkeepers, the merriment when you pointed out 

that in a nation of 20 million there is only one cooking sauce, the 
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acclaim when the pamphlets talked of perfidious Albion!  Yet all this you 

owe to my pen my dearest, and after your death (which may God long 

delay) the nation will bestow upon you a magnificent tomb in Les 

Invalides for all the world to visit, they will take to their homes images of 

it on pieces of card, but what remembrance of me?  In anticipation of your 

glorious victory I beg but a single favour, that I may be granted one 

memorable and immortal phrase of my own.  Therefore confident of your 

unending generosity towards me I am determined to compose one great 

phrase for my own posterity, something that will for all time remind the 

world of our love, our empire, our destiny.  I shall undertake this while 

awaiting news of your certain victory, but now the night draws on apace 

and I am much fatigued, so not tonight. 

 

Josephine.   

 

Xxx 

 
Now  where was I - ah yes, look at the state of this desk ………..  
 

 

 

Tony Masters 
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PUTTING THE BOOT IN … or The Priory Church entry for 
Deepings in Bloom 

 
The Mission Committee have come up with an idea – to have a display of 
planted boots, shoes, wellies or other footwear. 
So please look out your old footwear and pop in a geranium, pansy, petunia 
or whatever colourful plant you fancy and bring your contribution to the 
church porch on Friday 29th June from 5.00-6.45pm. A fee of 50p per 
entry will go to Mission Funds. 
This will then form part of the Unusual Container Trail for Deepings in 
Bloom and the trail will be open 30th June – 13th July where not only will 
they be seen by the Judges and those on the trail but also by the RHS 
Judges in the East Midlands in Bloom competition.  
 

Anne 

 

Priory Coffee Group  

 

On Thursday 17th May the Priory Church Coffee Group held a coffee 
morning when treasurer Margaret Flegg distributed monies to local 
charities, the Lincs and Notts Air Ambulance received £100, First 

Responders £100, Deepings Youth Group 
£100, Church Hall stage improvement fund 
£200, Church Hall kitchen improvements 
£300, (photo below), lighting the Church spire 

£100, Church Hall gardens £50, (photo 
above), and towards new prayer books £50.    
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Margaret thanked those who attended supporting the group also those behind the scenes 
who make the coffee mornings a success.  

 
Today’s event raised a 
further £252.00 towards 
next year’s charities.  The 
next event will be an 
afternoon tea on the Hall 
lawn on 19th July at 3:00pm 
Dates of future meetings are 
12th July Afternoon Tea, 20th 
September Coffee Morning 
and 29th November Pre 
Advent Coffee Morning 
when all are welcome 

 
 

Margaret Flegg. 
 

Knit and Natter  

The next Knit and Natter evening will be held on 

28th June 2012 at Cranmore Farmhouse starting at 

7:00pm.  Everyone welcome. 

Victoria 

 

We would llike to thank Betty Mates for her poem... 

 

                              JOHN CLARE  

 
The sweetest sound among the trees 
Still echoes throught the wood. 
His joyous praise of Nature’s ways 
So much he understood. 
 
A humble country lad by birth, 
He shared a union with the earth. 

Springtime Primrose, Autumn Flame, 
He loved each season as it came.  
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News from the Tower   

 

This month some of our ringers went to Sempringham for an 

afternoon of practising the method of Cambridge Surprise. It 

was a beneficial experience and thanks to Alistair who suggested the afternoon. 

 

Jubilee events coming up include a quarter peal at 3pm on Sunday 3rd June and 

on the evening of Monday 4th we are taking part in “RINGING DOWN THE 

WELLAND”. This is where the churches along the Welland have been invited to 

ring in relay down the river. Our slot is at seven in the evening for half an hour. 

We hope you all have an enjoyable Jubilee week-end. 

 

We shall look forward to seeing you all at the “Rose and Sweet Pea Show” on 

the 30th June. We are hoping to lay on the “Golf Circles” with the normal prizes 

and of course our excellent raffle. 
 

Mike Gentle 

 

 

Unusual Containers 

 

 The unusual containers in Deeping St 
James - this year planted with a 
Jubilee theme - are not only humorous, inventive and 
glorious examples of summer colour but they are also a 
great way to socialise, as neighbours get together over 
the garden gate and discuss their entries into this year’s 
competition.  This year the containers will be on view 
throughout the village of Deeping St James from 30th 
June until 13th July so that they will also be out when the 
Judges from the RHS as part of East Midlands in Bloom 
come round to allocate points to this year’s Bloom effort.   
Maps can be purchased for just £1 from DSJ Parish 
Council Stand at the Rose and Sweet Pea Show,  Saturday 
30th June 1-4pm, Priory Church Gardens, Church St. 
Deeping St James or from the Council Stand at the 
Carnival, John Eve Field, Market Deeping, Saturday 7th 

July or from the Post Office, Church St. DSJ or Tilly Jo's Flower Shop, Church St. Deeping St 
James.   

      Judy Stevens   
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ROSE & SWEET PEA SHOW 2012 

 
SATURDAY 30th JUNE in the CHURCH HALL GARDEN 

 
1 P.M. – 4.30 P.M. 

 

The annual Rose & Sweet Pea Show and Garden Fete will take place as usual on the last Saturday in 
June in the Church Hall garden and in the Priory Church. 
 

The Horticultural Show, from which the event takes its name, 
includes competitions for displaying a variety of exhibits from a 
single rose to a vase of sweet peas as well as awards for fruits 
and vegetables and baking a cake. 
There are competitions for children as well as adults. Those for 
children will include making a “sportsman” from vegetables and 
writing a poem on the theme of the Olympics. 
 

Entries are limited to residents of the Deepings, those on the 
Priory Church electoral role and members of the Priory youth 
and children’s groups. 
 

Once again, the Beauvale Ensemble will be playing for an hour in the Church and Bourne Grammar 
School Brass Band will once more be providing a rousing finale to the day.  This year we hope also to 
have the school’s Gospel Choir as an added attraction.  
 

Maps for this years’ DSJ in Bloom Unusual Container Trail will be available on the Parish Council Stand 
for £1 so you will be able to select your favourites in the Business, General and Children’s categories. 
 

For the Garden Fete there will be many of the usual fete activities including arena performances by 
children from the local schools and, by no means least, the Crowning of the 2012 Rose Queen. 
 

There will be an array of stalls selling plants, cakes, bric-a-brac and a white elephant stall as well as a 
tombola stall, a range of children’s activities and food and drink. 
 

Not to be forgotten is the Grand Prize Draw with, once again, some excellent prizes including £50 
cash, a hamper, a Diamond Jubilee hanging basket from Swines Meadow farm nursery, £40 John Lewis 
Voucher, a family ticket for Burghley House and a bird feeder from Vine Farm.  Grand Draw tickets are 
already on sale at 50p each (£2 for a book of four) and will also be available to purchase on the day. 
The more you buy the better chance you have of winning! Our thanks go to all the local firms and 
individuals who have donated such an array of wonderful prizes. 
 

Gates to the show open at 1pm.  Visit the Church web site at dsj.org.uk for photographs from previous 
shows to see what a fun afternoon is again in store. 
 

Contacts: Horticultural Show: Richard Gamman 01778 344926 
Garden Fete and Grand Prize Draw:   John Marsh 01778 347330 

mailto:roseandsweetpea@dsj.org.uk
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Ringing Down the Welland Valley 

A twelve hour cascade of church bells ringing down the length of 
the Welland valley is to take place on Monday 4 June to celebrate 
the Queen's Diamond Jubilee.  It is planned to ring the bells in every 
church tower in turn down the Welland Valley from its source at 
Sibbertoft, Northants, in the very centre of England near Naseby, to 
the Wash sixty five miles away.  
There are some 34 towers with ringable bells in the valley. Starting 
at 9 am and allowing 20 minutes for each tower it will take 12 hours 
to ring down the Valley to Surfleet.  This, the last tower nearest the 
Wash, has a ring of 12 bells (most of the towers have only 5 or 6 
bells); it is hoped for a special ring on these bells as a fitting end to 
the day. But even further down, the last village before the Wash is 
Fosdyke with its one bell.  This will be rung 60 times at dusk in 
association with the lighting of its beacon.  
The idea of one church calling another in turn right down the 
Welland valley seems a beautiful, traditional, and romantic way to 
celebrate the Diamond Jubilee.  
For further details please contact Rosalind Willatts: rmwillatts@uwclub.net 
 

TALES OF THE 1920s 

  

Time travellers who had last seen Deeping St James in the early 1920s and returned today 
would see many changes but still much that would be easily recognisable.  
 

They would be impressed by the look of prosperity evident in the well maintained houses, 
pavements and roads, by the solid splendid footbridge over the High Locks replacing the 
rickety old one, but they would miss the white river rails that stretched in a friendly, 
imperfect way along the river bank. They would also wonder at another footbridge over the 
river while missing the long wall and the lime trees that once stood in front of the Manor, 
now replaced by large imposing houses.  
 

Who lives in the beautiful houses? and who crosses the river? There are no people to be 
seen.  Deeping is like a ghost town.  
 
The street scene of the 1920s was alive with 
people who knew each other, called out 
greetings and had time to talk. There were 
very few cars or telephones and most people 
walked everywhere.  There were always 
tradesmen delivering their wares by horse 
and cart. There were six bakers in Deeping St. 
James, Oldhams, Mortons, Feneleys, 
Cheffings, Tomlins and Liewsleys, and their 

mailto:rmwillatts@uwclub.net
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carts were of various designs. The new bread and buns were loaded in the back from which 
the rounds man would fill his large flat basket for the customer to make her choice. Milk 

was delivered in the milk float by Mr Les 
Ward from the Priory; Mr Howitt in Eastgate 
was not as well organised and was always 
late, earning for himself the nick name of 
"Midnight Milkman". The milkman carried the 
milk in a large can to the customer's door, 
dipped the appropriate measure into the can 
and poured the milk into the waiting jug or 
basin.  

 

There were several small shops selling groceries, but the universal stores in Church Street 
was well patronised as well as the recently opened Co-op, which was very popular for its 
profit sharing scheme of Dividend. Their rounds man Mr Bowes had a superior covered cart 
and had a busy round. Meat was supplied by “Butcher Billy” Smith and Shuttleworths but 
there were also pork butchers like Mr Nurse and Mr Brockett whose shops were well 
patronised. Butchers made use of errand boys as well as delivery carts and they rode trade 
bicycles with large metal baskets in front for the orders. The boys usually wore striped 
aprons and whistled as they pedalled along.  
 

Grocer's apprentices also made their rounds on bikes, wore 
their caps at jaunty angles and had their pencil tucked behind 
the ear.  
 

Another vital commodity was coal. Several coal merchants 
made their rounds in the village. The coal had to be fetched 
from the coal yard at Deeping station, weighed out into 
hundredweight bags and humped on and off the cart by hand. It 
was a hard and dirty job. Oil lamps had to be cleaned and filled daily so paraffin was 
another necessity. It was delivered by Mr Holmes who came from Market Deeping. He was 
a slow elderly man and his horse and cart were steady too.  
 

Most goods came by train so the station wagon was another familiar vehicle in the street as 
the deliveries were made to the shops. Its loads varied from day to day but one was to bring 
the fresh fish from Grimsby for the fish and chip shops.  
 

The Post Office was then at No 14 Church Street which was also Morton’s shop and bakery. 
It was always busy as the Royal Mail kept communications open. The Postman took his job 
very seriously and was always on time. He rode his bicycle and made two deliveries each 
day.  
 

Mr Quartermain came round on Saturdays. He was a seedsman and market gardener. 
Besides vegetables he brought fruit, oranges, bananas and grapes and a, great treat, 
pomegranates.  
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Several smallholders kept two or three cows to supply 
their families and neighbours with milk and to make 
butter. Often they had no water supply for the cows, so 
every day they'would be driven along the road to drink at 
the nearest dipping in the river. All animals had to be 
moved on the hoof, so the street was often blocked by a 
flock of sheep or some bullocks being driven to new 
feeding grounds or to market.  
 
Other interesting people enlivened the village scene from 
time to time like Mr Harry Buck who sold rabbits which he 

hung along the tailboard of his pony cart. The rag and bone man came round every few 
weeks shouting for the housewives to bring out their worn out rags in exchange for a few 
pennies. The scissor grinder made his appearance at strategic times to sharpen knives and 
garden tools on his mobile equipment. More exotic was the organ grinder turning the 
handle of his barrel organ while the little monkey in a red coat took the pennies from the 
children.  
 

Everything felt different on Sunday. There was a kind of Sabbath calm but there were still 
plenty of people about. They looked different too because they were wearing their Sunday 
clothes. Children off to Sunday School and grown ups to Church or ChapeL With the sound 
of many hurried feet and quiet chatter of voices, the Catholic Xaverian brothers in their 
cassocks and their boy students took their constitutional walk around the Station, Brother 
Cyril, their Principal, bringing up the rear and graciously greeting anyone they met. Later, 
after Chapel, a group of soberly dressed Methodist elders walked steadily down the middle 
of the road, some with their hands behind them, as they escorted Mr Baxter and Mr Bailey 
to their homes in Eastgate.  Much later, after the Bell closed, an inebriated gentleman came 
staggering into view, wobbling all over the road, too drunk to ride his bike and almost 
incapable of holding on to it.    
 

Many people took the opportunity of going for a Sunday walk along the many pleasant 
footpaths over the fields or by the river bank 
which was the chance to meet others and 
exchange family news.  
 
Time travellers, like ourselves, quickly realise 
that the Car, Television, Supermarkets and 
Computers dominate our lives, for better or 
worse! 
 
 

Nancy Titman  
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Rotas for June 

  Servers Sidespersons Intercessors 

3rd   

QUEEN’S DIAMOND JUBILEE - TRINITY SUNDAY 

8:00 
am 

Geoff Armstrong   

10:00 
am 

John Sellars  John Marsh 

10th  

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

8:00 
am 

Geoff Armstrong   

10:00 
am 

Chris Halley and 
Simon Marshall 

Team C: Tim Hitchbourne and 
Cled Bennett 

Bet Washbrooke 

17TH  

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

10:00 
am 

Paul Boswall and 
John Sellars 

Team D: Trevor Harwood and 
Graham Hardy 

Janet Donaldson 

24th 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

8:00 
am 

Geoff Armstrong   

10:00 
am 

Simon Marshall 
and Chris Halley 

Team E: Bill Flegg, Margaret 
Flegg and Liz Bridgeman 

Martin Fisher 

1st  
July 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

10:00 
am 

Paul Boswall and 
John Sellars 

Team F: Val Wilde, Doris 
Bellairs and Christine Masters 

Anne Smart 

 

  Bread &Wine Coffee Flowers Cleaning Brasses 

3rd  

QUEEN’S DIAMOND JUBILEE - TRINITY SUNDAY 

10:00 
am 

Bill and 
Margaret 

Flegg 

Bill and 
Margaret 

Flegg 
Joan Dyke   

10th  

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

10:00 
am 

Peter and Val 
Wilde 

Johanna 
Jones and Jill 

Ironside 

Carole 
Mills 

Dick and Anthea 
Wray 

 

17th  

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

10:00 
am 

Cled and Ann 
Bennett 

Joan Dyke 
and Lin 

Witherington  

Sonia 
Marshall 

  

24th  

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

10:00 
am 

Caroline 
Herron and 
Linda Sellars 

Pat Feek and 
Doris Warner 

Eileen Day 
Josie Waghorn 

and Joy 
Cunningham 

Doris Bellairs 
and Christine 

Masters 

1st  
July  

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  

10:00 
pm 

Carole Mills 
and Joy 

Cunningham 

Ann Bennett 
and Penny 

Hebblewhite 

Pauline 
Brooksbank 

  



19 
 

 

Readings and Readers for June   

3rd 

 
OT 

Reading 
OT Reader NT Reading NT Reader Gospel 

QUEEN’S DIAMOND JUBILEE - TRINITY SUNDAY 

10:00 
am 

     

10th 

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

8:00 
am Genesis 3: 

8-15 

 
2 Corinthians  

4:13-5.1 

 
Mark 3: 
20-35 10:00 

am 
 

Roger 
Bridgeman 

17th 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

10:00 
am 

Ezekiel 17: 
22-24 

Bryan Jones 
2 Corinthians  
5:6-16, 14-17 

Niccy Fisher 
Mark 4: 
26-34 

24th  

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

8:00 
am Isaiah 40: 

1-11 

 
Galatians 3: 

23-29 

 
Luke 1: 

57-66,80 10:00 
am 

Joy 
Cunningham 

Trevor 
Harwood 

1st  
July 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

10:00 
am 

Wisdom  
1:13-15; 
2:23,24 

Simon Marshall 
2 Corinthians 8: 

7-15 
Peter Wilde 

Mark 5: 
21-43 

 

The Big Jubilee Lunch Grace 

 

On Sunday 3 June, the Queen has invited the nation to sit down together with neighbours and friends for 
a Big Jubilee Lunch. To mark the occasion, a special Grace has been written and seen by Her Majesty: 
         Grace for Diamond Jubilee Lunches 

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, 
we give you thanks for the Diamond Jubilee of 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth; for her steadfast 
faith and for her royal service to this nation 
and all the peoples of the Commonwealth. 
Bless the food before us and the people beside us; 
may the sharing of this meal strengthen our 
communities, and nurture the bonds between us 
of friendship, hope and trust. 

    We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ 
    who reigns as servant of all. Amen. 
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  Letter from the  

Bishop of Lincoln 

 
 

 
Dear friends, 
  
All over the diocese, indeed all over the nation and the Commonwealth, many of us will be 
participating in celebrations of the Diamond Jubilee: the sixty years Her Majesty the Queen 
has served as our monarch.   
 
One of the outstanding features of this very special time has been the Queen's sense of 
duty.  At her Coronation she was asked by the Archbishop to make a series of promises to 
God about how she would govern her people.  For example, 'Will you to the utmost of your 
power maintain the Laws of God and the true profession of the Gospel?' and at the end of 
these, which together comprised the Coronation Oath, kneeling, she placed her right hand 
on the Book of the Gospels and concluded, 'The things which I have here before promised, I 
will perform and keep. So help me God.'   
 
Clearly there is not only a sense of duty visible in the life of our Sovereign, but also a sense 
of vocation:  that God has called her to this role and will resource her through prayer and 
sacraments to fulfil the task.  In this the Queen has modelled something very important for 
all her subjects - Christian or otherwise - that each one of us is loved by God and called to 
serve him and his people.  At a time when the world and nation need to find a new 
motivation for our lives -- is it about money and power or is it at about faithful service? - 
this a profound and timely challenge. 
 
My hope will be that these celebrations will not only be an excuse for a party but also a 
reminder of God's love and call for each one of us and our responsibility to respond for the 
common good. 
 

+Christopher Lincoln 

 


