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From the Vicar
It was 20 years ago today/ Sergeant Pepper taught the band to
play/ They've been going in and out of style/ But they're
guaranteed to raise a smile…
If you’re reading this on 1st July, then it was exactly 20 years ago
today that I was ordained deacon at Wells Cathedral. Over that
time, I’ve probably gone in and out of style, and hopefully raised
a smile or two! Images come to mind of the family in the
cathedral grounds, the lump in my throat as I walked in, and
(being last in line) desperately trying to avoid my pristine alb and
stole being stained by the lily pollen from the stonking great flower display next to me!
Needless to say, it was a life-changing moment. The culmination of about 24 years, from
the first inkling of a vocation, being nurtured by a range of people, being inspired by a
sermon (on Trinity Sunday 1995, I think) to apply, being accepted and completing my
college course… here I was, swearing my Oath of Allegiance to the Queen, and canonical
obedience to the Bishop… and receiving the laying on of hands. Changed forever… and yet,
still the same!
That first ordination is to the Diaconate. We are ordained deacon. The word comes from
the Greek diakonos, which means ‘servant’. In the Church of England and Roman Catholic
churches, it is most usually the stage before being ordained priest (usually a year later),
though there are some who choose to remain permanent Deacons. A Deacon is able to do
pretty well everything a priest can, except pronounce absolution and blessing (at least in
the ‘you’ form – they can use the inclusive ‘we/us’ forms), and consecrate the Communion.
On Maundy Thursday, it is the common custom to renew ordination vows. In my previous
diocese (due to COVID, I have not yet had the opportunity here), the bishops would stand
first, and renew their episcopal vows. They would then be joined by the priests standing,
and bishops and priests would renew their priestly vows. Finally, the deacons would also
stand, and all of us, bishops, priests and deacons, would renew our diaconal vows. It was a
reminder that even those with the pointy hats were first and foremost servants, to the
people of God, and to the community.
(Continued on page 4)
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Dear Readers,
What a disappointment! We were just getting
used to the idea that from June 21st we should
be living a more-or-less 'normal' life and then
our hopes were dashed! Nevertheless our
intrepid organisers of the Rose and Sweet Pea
Show, Nick, Kate and Jan, are determined, with
our help, to make the best of it and have
retained the competition classes together with
the Grand Draw. So there's still time to buy your
raffle tickets and prepare your floral, fruit and
vegetable entries and to do some baking!
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Sadly though we have to report that our plans
for the Hog Roast on St James's Day have had to be cancelled for this year and most other
activities are still on hold. We are grateful, however, that Mark, Sonia, a Server (usually
Simon), Churchwardens and Sidesmen along with Chris, our organist, and the Choir, in a
much abbreviated form, have made it possible for services to continue almost normally. In
thanking all of these people we must not forget Helen who faithfully ensures that the live
streaming of the services continues as well as taking her turn to sing.
Finally I should like to draw your attention to the recently agreed Diocesan programme
mentioned at the bottom of page 4.
John
This month Margaret gives us
another exciting way to cook chicken
- there are places other than
Kentucky after all!

It was lovely to be at the recent wedding of two
members of our own church - James Forrester and
Elizabeth Herron. Our thanks to Rev Mark for the
picture and our best wishes to James and Elizabeth.

Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them coming.
Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be accompanied by
authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We will not publish the
names of children pictured unless specifically requested to do so by their parents
or guardians.
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860 priorynews@dsj.org.uk
Please let us have your contributions for the August issue of Priory News BEFORE the
deadline of Friday 23rd July. Thank you.
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(Continued from page 1)
It is very tempting to see a hierarchy of ‘vocation’. We talk about vocation (the word comes
from Latin, and means ‘calling’) to the priesthood, to medicine, to teaching, etc. When I
was a careers teacher, ‘vocational’ education simply meant relating to specific jobs, or job
areas. Perhaps the term ‘vocation’ should be applied much more widely – a ‘calling’ to be a
farmer, a cleaner, a delivery driver, a check-out operator, a refuse collector… If nothing
else, COVID has taught us how essential often poorly paid and little-valued jobs really are.
Paul encourages us in Philippians 2: 5-8 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ
Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as
something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in
human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient
to the point of death – even death on a cross… the ultimate example of diakonos,
servanthood. A wonderful encouragement and challenge to see ‘vocation’ in whatever job
or role we find ourselves in, and to seek to fulfil that role to be a blessing to others.
Mark


Church Opening (update)

Services in church will continue at 10.00am on Sundays, and at 6.00pm on the 1st and 3rd
Sundays of the month and these will also continue to be livestreamed.
Please note that we shall be observing government advice regarding the use of facemasks, hand sanitisation and social distancing at each of these services.

 Bible Study
The Bible study group continues on Thursdays. We are presently looking at Mark’s Gospel.
New members are welcome. It is not a particularly academic study, though occasional
insights are shared. More important is the discussion of how the text impacts and applies
to our everyday Christian life. The link is:
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/8109399155?pwd=STVVTU44RzJxTFFHbTY1MnI0bjJ2Zz09
Meeting ID: 810 939 9155 Passcode: 1w2C9a

 Resourcing Sustainable Church
Our Diocesan Synod has recently agreed a programme entitled "Resourcing Sustainable
Church" which will affect all churches in the diocese including our own. A short 2-page
document explaining the programme can be seen at:
https://www.lincoln.anglican.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=ae409757-1fef-494dba0c-6d083076969e
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For further details of this programme and details of other things happening in our diocese
you can visit the Lincoln Diocese website at: https://www.lincoln.anglican.org/

 Reports, News & Dates For Your Diary
Eco Church News
During "Churches Count on Nature Week" last month 11 adults and 14 children (from a
local scout troop) searched, counted and recorded wildlife in our churchyard and found:





13 species of tree
8 species of grass
70 species of flora
11 species of bird either seen or heard
17 species of fauna – insects, small mammals etc

The complete list has been sent to "Caring for God’s Acre" and after verification this will be
recorded as an entry for the Priory Church on the National Biodiversity Data base.
My heartfelt thanks go to all those who took part. I never knew there was such a variety of
wildlife in our churchyard.
At the end of June a gardening gang helped to clear and plant up a section of the vicarage
garden that Friday Knights have been tending, which had become a bit overgrown during
lockdown, to celebrate achieving the Bronze Eco Church Award. Look out for photos.
Kate

 Rose and Sweet Pea Show Update
Saturday 10th July
Following on from the latest Covid guidance from the Government, alterations have had to
be made, yet again, to this year’s Rose and Sweet Pea Show.
The good news is that the Horticultural, Arts and Crafts competitions will still take place
with entries being displayed in church which will be open to the public from 12 noon untll
5pm after judging has taken place. The raffle will be drawn at 5pm.
Unfortunately, all other activities will not be permitted, but we hope that many will still
come to appreciate and enjoy the produce and crafts on display and take part in the raffle,
thereby raising much needed funds for the life and ministry of our beautiful church.
Nick and Kate Drewett
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 Mission Matters
After the government's latest change of date for the lifting of Covid restrictions Mission
Matters had to decide how this would affect this year's Hog Roast. With the new date
postponed from June 21st to July 19th we were unsure whether or not people would still
be happy to mix in crowds even thought he event would be outdoors. Additionally, even
supposing that the new proposed date were to go ahead, with only a week to go before the
event itself we would not have time to sell tickets and finalize details. Sadly therefore we
reluctantly agreed that this year's Hog Roast wwould have to be cancelled.
We are hopeful that other events can be planned for the forthcoming year and that we
shall be able once again to offer another Hog Roast as part of the annual St James's Day
celebrations next July.
Victoria

 Poetry Corner
Morning
It seems that I have wakened far too soon
And tread an alien city lost in sleep.
Against the gentle turquoise of the sky
The distant chimney pots show red, and deep
And black the alley doorways stand.
While cushioned ivy on the pitted wall
Gives back the brightness of the morning sun.
So still the streets, so crystalline the air,
That one would think the earth but newly born
And through the transient curtains of the dawn
The hands of God had set the world's first day.
Only myself and countless quivering window panes
Witness the wondrous beauty of this hour,
When silver cobbles pave the common way
And dreams unnumbered lie
Within each tower of still white stone …..
Betty Mates (1943)
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 Monuments in the Priory Church
The Cooper family
At the west end of the church are the monuments of several generations of the Cooper
family, benefactors of the Priory Church and the original owners of the old Manor House (
now demolished, the grounds of which are now occupied by properties in Manor Way,
Hereward Way and Park Road).
Susanna Greaves was born Susanna Cooper, the niece of wealthy MP Sir Joseph Mawbey.
She married firstly, John Deanes Hogard (whose monument is on the north wall of the
church), and secondly, Samuel Greaves(whose monument is in St Mary and St Nicholas
church at Spalding with that of his first wife). In her will Susanna bequeathed her home
‘The Mansion House’ to her nephew, Revd John Mawbey Cooper, rector of Peckleton
church in Leicestershire. Revd John divided his time between Peckleton and Deeping. He is
buried in the Priory Church along with his wife Christian Staresmore Cooper.
Revd William Henry Cooper was the son of John and Christian Cooper. After ordination
Revd William did not serve a parish but became a JP for Warwickshire and afterwards
churchwarden of the Priory Church. He married firstly Joanna Trotter Smith Cunningham of
Caprington Castle in Ayrshire by whom he had 3 daughters and a son, John Mawbey Hogard
Cooper. William and Joanna lived at Weddington Castle, Warwickshire before moving to
Deeping St James to care for William’s parents. The Mansion House then underwent a
substantial extension to accommodate the enlarged family and was renamed ‘The Manor
House’. Sadly in the time Revd William lived at the Manor both his parents, his son and his
wife Joanna passed away. He then sold the Manor House to Edmund Waterton.
Revd William married secondly Mary de Witt. William and Mary
moved to Burleigh Hall, Loughborough. Daughters Alexina and Louisa
also passed away and the majority of the windows in the south aisle of
the Priory Church were presented in memory of Revd William’s family.
William also founded a convalescent home for sick children at
Woodhouse Eaves, Leicestershire. After the death of Mary Cooper
William moved to St Martin’s, Stamford, where he died in 1903. He
was survived by his eldest daughter Susanna who is buried at
Christchurch, Dorset, having moved south for her health…the reason
for the single undedicated stone at the west end of the church.
Revd Sonia
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Cooking with Margaret
Quick Orange-Lemon Chicken
Ingredients

Method

12oz (350g) boneless chicken
breasts
1 tbs vegetable oil
2 tbs garlic, coarsely chopped
1 tsp ginger, finely chopped
2 tsp orange zest, finely grated
2 tsp lemon zest, finely grated
4 tbs orange juice
4 tbs lemon juice
1 tbs light soy sauce,
1 tbs sugar
1 tsp corn-flour mixed with 1 tsp
water
1 tsp chilli bean sauce,
2 tsp sesame oil
3 tbs spring onions, coarsely
chopped.

Remove the skin from the chicken and cut the meat
into long strips.
Blanch the chicken for 30 seconds in a pot of boiling,
salted water. Drain and set aside.
Heat a frying pan until it is hot, then add the oil, garlic
and ginger.
Stir fry the mixture for 10 seconds and add the rest of
the ingredients.
Bring the mixture to a simmer, add the chicken and
cook through.
Serve at once.
Orange and lemon are wonderful flavours that chicken
breasts readily absorb and blend with. This is a classic
quick and easy meal, quite fulfilling as a main course
with plain rice or salad.
Serves 2

Registers for June
Wedding:
We congratulate:
5th June
James Forrester & Elizabeth Herron
Funeral:
We commend to God’s keeping:
7th June
Baby Ezmae Magee-Britten.
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 Carol and Hymn Corner
(Our thanks again to Philip Spratley for allowing us to re-print another article
which first appeared in Priory News in 2009. This one is all about one of the most famous
hymns in our hymnbook.)

Onward Christian Soldiers
It may seem odd to introduce the late (and great) Sir Fred Hoyle into an
article at the outset but there is, in this case, just reason. In his
autobiography Sir Fred makes reference to this hymn as part of an
appreciation of his great-grandfather, Yorkshire dialect poet, Ben Preston:
‘Ironically, Ben’s best known bit of writing, the hymn “Onward Christian
Sir Fred Hoyle
Soldiers” is not attributed to him at all. At least Ben’s younger daughters,
(1915-2001)
(Fred Hoyle’s great aunts) who were alive in my time, were always
emphatic about his authorship of the hymn, and the actual words themselves, together with
the circumstances in which they were written, would seem to bear the family out. The time
was around 1864, and the annual Easter parade of schoolchildren in Bradford, who, by
tradition, carried a large number of banners. There really was a ‘‘royal banner’’ and there
really was a ‘‘cross of Jesus’’ carried at the head of the parade. S. Baring Gould, to whom
the hymn is usually attributed, was, as I understand it, a young clergyman newly arrived in
the Bradford district who wanted a special hymn to celebrate the occasion. Hearing of Ben
Preston’s reputation as a poet, Baring Gould asked my great-grandfather for words
appropriate to the circumstances of the parade. No attribution was given at the time …
Eventually, the hymn was attributed to Baring Gould by default’.
The brilliant and widely accomplished Fred Hoyle, born near Bingley in 1915, was an
astrophysicist who worked in radar during WWll and became the leading developer of the
theory of how elements are manufactured inside stars, by the process of
neucleosynthensis. Amongst Hoyle’s achievements were science fiction novels including
‘The Black Cloud’ which has a section where the author’s love of Beethoven is revealed. Sir
Fred was a superb communicator who had more than his fair share of jealous colleagues. It
may be that his bluntness and inability to suffer fools gladly brought problems on himself
but he remains one of the world’s greatest minds of the twentieth century. The above
account in his autobiography, though, is littered with fundamental errors caused by his
failure to investigate his great aunt’s claims.
On Whit Sunday 1864 the widely travelled and experienced, 30 year old Sabine Baring
Gould was ordained in Ripon. The following day he caught the train and travelled to his new
living at Horbury near Wakefield. He walked into town and presented himself at the
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vicarage where he lived in the company of the vicar, Rev. John Sharp, two curates, a
schoolmaster and a lady housekeeper. Next day the annual Whit Tuesday procession took
place. This was in Horbury itself and not in Bradford as stated by Fred Hoyle, that city being
at some distance and unconnected with Horbury. Rev. John Sharp (1810-1893) was an
accomplished and remarkable man. It was he, in 1840, who conceived and created the
Whitsuntide procession, marking the anniversary of St. Peter and the founding of local
schools. The event began at 1.30 p.m. and involved a great number of people who regularly
totalled 700 plus. They consisted of robed clergy, schoolchildren, parents, teachers and
local dignitaries.
SB-G was to reside at the Horbury vicarage briefly as barely three months
later Rev. Sharp entrusted him to open a mission at Horbury Brig and work
among the people and especially the poor. It was almost certain that OCS
was conceived during this brief period as it appeared in the Church Times
of 15th October 1864. Taking into account that OCS must have been
submitted, accepted, proof read, returned and printed there would have
been precious little time for SB-G to make the acquaintance of Ben
Sabine Baring-Gould
Preston. My own view is that it was written in a flash of inspiration shortly
after the Horbury procession. There is a copy in SB-G’s handwriting but it is
(1834-1924)
undated. He was often vague in later years about dates and events and sometimes got
muddled. Once he did not recognise one of his own children. Thirty years after publication
he stated that he had stayed up all night writing it prior to the Whit Festival of 1865
forgetting that it had been published in the Church Times of the previous October. Here is
part of SB-G’s answer when interviewed by Young Man Magazine:
‘The thing was written in a very simple fashion without any thought of publication. … I
wanted the children to sing when marching from one village to the other but I could not
think of anything suitable, so I sat up at night resolved to write something myself … nothing
has surprised me more than its great popularity’.
The minutes of a meeting in May 1865 seem to indicate that the decision by the authorities
to have the new hymn for the 1865 Whitsuntide festival may have been taken only a week
or so before the actual event. SB-G had to search for a tune that would fit his words. Like
‘Land of Hope and Glory’ and ‘I Vow to thee my Country’ things were done back to front. He
had to arrange for OCS to be printed and for the tune he had selected to be arranged for
the band, copied and rehearsed. We tend to forget that there were no instant photocopies
in those times. This is in all probably the haste to which he refers. After a lot of searching
and deliberation he selected the theme from the slow movement of Symphony No 15 in D
major by Haydn. It is not known whether he had any help from the resident organist or a
local musician in this matter.
Philip Spratley
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Priory Church Deeping St James

Rose & Sweet Pea
Horticultural Show
and Grand Draw
Saturday 10th July 2021
1PM to 5PM
Come and view the Horticultural, Arts
and Craft entries displayed in the church
and support the Grand Draw (winners
announced at 5pm).
Lovely prizes donated by local businesses.
Full details of how to enter the show along with the rules
can be found on the church website www.dsj.org.uk
or phone 01778 348107
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 Rotas for July

 Church Giving
If you wish to make a donation
towards church funds you can
easily do this now via "Give a Little".
There are two ways to do this:

Flower Rota - July
4th
11th
18th
25th
August 1st

Vacant
Chris Pearce
Carole Mills
Flowers for St James’s
Day
Carole Mills

 Simply scan the QR code below with
your smartphone and follow the
instructions which appear;
 Go
to
our
website
at
www.dsj.org.uk and towards the
bottom of the home page click on
the link to the "Give a Little"
website.

Intercessions Rota - July
4th
11th
18th
25th
August 1st

Bet Washbrooke
Niccy Fisher
Nick Drewett
Jo Astle
Tony Masters

Using either method you can give either a
set amount or a sum of your own choosing
and you can also
Gift
Aid
your
donation if you are
a tax payer. The
money
goes
straight into the
church account.

Readers Rota - July
4th
11th
18th
25th
August 1st

Ted Fisk
John Worthington
Trevor Harwood
Tony Masters
TBA

Sidespersons Rota - July
4th
11th
18th
25th
August 1st

John

Trevor Harwood,
Ann Meekings, Jan Fisk
Juliet Mills, Tony Masters,
Christine Masters
Nick Drewett,
James Forrester,
Ann Meekings
Nick & Kate Drewett,
Helen Williams
Trevor Harwood,
Ann Meekings, Jan Fisk

 Last thought . .
Last night I lay in bed looking up at the
stars in the sky, and I thought to myself,
"where the heck is the ceiling?"
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