From the Curate
Dear Friends,
On the 24th June the country woke up to a new situation following
last Thursday’s referendum vote. Almost immediately it was
followed by the resignation of the Prime Minister and, over the
weekend, by several of the leading members of the opposition.
Many have been unsettled by the rapid change, especially those
involved in financial trading who look for certainties as they seek to
profit from the buying and selling of shares and commodities.
The created world in which we live is everywhere subject to change and fluctuation, some
of it swift, some of it taking place over a longer time scale. Only God, the God of Love, is
eternal and unchanging.
There is a special prayer that we may all find helpful at this time. It has been attributed to
various spiritual leaders of different periods including St Augustine, St Francis and St
Thomas Aquinas. In fact it was written only last century by the American theologian
Reinhold Niebuhr (1893-1971) and first published in 1951. The prayer is:
God grant me serenity to accept the things I cannot change,
Courage to change the things I can,
And wisdom to know the difference.
Patience will be needed from everyone as the new situation is worked through by the
politicians and as Christians we can all help by focussing on unity and the gifts of the Spirit
as recounted by St Paul in Galatians 5:22 ‘Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, gentleness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self- control. There is no law against these things’.
With every blessing,
Revd Sonia Marshall
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In this Month’s Priory News …
Dear All,
June was a busy
month for many
people in our
church, particularly those involved in the
preparations and running of the Rose and Sweet
Pea Show. Good weather is always something
we hope for and, following somewhat gloomy
weather forecasts, we were fortunate that it was
only towards the end that the rain came.
However, even then it failed to dampen
everyone’s spirits and instead drove them into
the hall to drink tea and devour lots of cake!
There is a fuller report elsewhere in this issue,
but we must thank Ted and Tanwen who did
such a wonderful job in their first ever shot at
organising the Rose and Sweet Pea Show. (Look
out, you two - guess who we’ll come to first next
year when we’re looking for organisers!)
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Our thanks too to John Marsh for all the
photographs sprinkled throughout the following
pages and to all the other people who helped in any way to make this year’s show such a
success.
Even though many of us tend to think of July as a time when everything comes to a halt in
readiness for a sun tan (or a drenching!) please don’t forget to check these pages to see
what other events are planned - particularly the Hog Roast as part of our Patronal Festival
celebrations. So, have an enjoyable summer.
John
This month we thought we’d look back over the Whatever next? In December we threw our hats in the air
archives to see what Margaret came up with for as we launched our roof fund. This month we’re all in red
this time of year. The crumble recipe first to celebrate Pentecost. Our thanks to J M for the pic.
appeared in 2010 and is well worth a re-visit.
Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them
coming. Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be
accompanied by authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We
will not publish the names of children pictured unless specifically requested
to do so by their parents or guardians.
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860

priorynews@dsj.org.uk

Please let us have your contributions for the August edition of Priory News BEFORE
the deadline of Friday 22nd July. Thank you.
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Reports and News
 News from the Tower
The photo in last month’s magazine is of Kate's Bridge which crosses
the River Glen. It appears to have been built in the late 18th century
or early 19th century, depending on the source of information. Since
the 1970's when a new bridge was built over the river, the A15 no
longer crosses Kate's Bridge.
The origin of the name Kate's Bridge is unclear. It is possible that the
name derives from the time when this section of river bed was a safe point for a ford.
"During the thirteenth century this area was passed between two bishops as “Caterbrig'".
Saxton's map of Lincolnshire, published in 1579 appears to be the earliest record of a bridge
at this point. [Wikipedia]. Another source gives the possible origin as a Danish god known
as Kat or Catta. [Discovering the MacMillan Way by Keith Pauling].
So who is the female who is depicted on the arch of the bridge??
We thank all who supported us at the Rose and Sweet Pea show and hope you had an
enjoyable time.
Mike

 Crime Watch - A Mystery reported and solved
Overnight last month all the fish in the garden pond disappeared.
There were ten large goldfish and about twelve small ones which had
been hatched in the previous years. The pond was very disturbed. The
Deepings CSI team concluded that the most likely culprit was a
particularly greedy heron. No fingerprints were found at the scene as
he only has webbed feet and a deadly beak. He was spotted at High
Locks this week. He (or she) should not be approached as he is armed
and dangerous!
Chris Halley

 Mission Matters
July 24th is the date on which we shall be celebrating St James’ Day this year, with what has
now become the annual Hog Roast. There will be the usual delicious Willowbrook Farm
meat, a selection of salads from the Social Committee and a choice of desserts, all for £7.00
per person and £3.00 for school aged children.
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There will be games for the children, and at 2.45pm a Songs of Praise in church. Please
make sure that you submit the number of your favourite hymn to be included in this
service. There is a box at the back of church for this purpose.
Tickets must be bought in advance from Victoria (01778 343860) or Caroline (01778
344027)
Music and Poetry Evening on July 9th at Cranmore Farmhouse.

This is a lighthearted evening so please come and join us at 6.45 for pre concert drinks and
nibbles. There will be music and poetry to suit all tastes.
Tickets are £5.00 and this includes a first drink .
For tickets please contact Bet (01778 341982) or Victoria (01778 343860)

Victoria
 ‘Raise the Roof’ Fundraising
The amount raised by 31 May towards the Roof Repairs was £25,595.50
Total raised to 30 April
Income tax recovered on gift aided donations
Donation
Donation
Sale of aprons and bags
Donation – Church Coffee Group
Total raised to 31 May

£23,930.00
£87.50
£1,000.00
£20.00
£22.00
£500.00
£25,595.50
Simon
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 Church Coffee Group Presentations 19th May 2016
A full church hall gathered for coffee on Thursday 19th May to witness presentations of
funds raised from coffee mornings during the past twelve
months.
Margaret Flegg presented cheques to Lives First Responders
(£100), Junior Church (£50), Raising the
Roof (£500), Spire Lighting (£100),
Church Hall Gardens (£50), Lincs & Notts
Air Ambulance (£100) and the Church
Hall Fund (£100).
All in all a jolly good morning and a
perfect example of church fellowship in
action.
It was a real pleasure to see Bill Flegg back in the hall following his
return home from hospital. Welcome home Bill.
John Marsh
(This item was submitted in May and should have appeared in last month’s Priory News but
I overlooked it. My sincere apologies, John. Ed.)
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This month Revd Sonia talks about a Saint of whom we have all
heard, so, umbrellas at the ready!

St Swithun of Winchester 15th July
Everyone knows about the saying that if it rains on St Swithun's
day we shall have rain for forty days but few know anything about
St Swithun himself.
Swithun ( or Swithin, the name in Anglo-Saxon meaning 'strong')
was born around 800 A.D. He was ordained priest at Winchester
where he caught the eye of King Egbert who appointed him as
tutor to his son Ethelwulf. It is possible that he also accompanied the young King Alfred on
his visits to Rome. He was ordained bishop of Winchester around 853 remaining there until
his death in 863. As bishop he was a chief counsellor of Egbert and Ethelwulf (whom he
inspired to give a tenth of his landholdings to the church). Zealous in rebuilding and
repairing churches, he was also known for his piety, inviting the poor rather than the rich
to dine with him. A legend describes how he intervened when a poor woman was jostled
by a group of workmen on a bridge causing her to drop and break her basket of eggs;
Swithun made them whole again so she could go off to market !
Swithun asked to be buried outside the cathedral when he died where passers by could see
his grave and the raindrops from the eaves fall on him. When St Ethelwold installed a new
Benedictine community at the Minster he had St Swithun's remains moved inside in 971
when it was said that a prolonged time of rainfall followed, giving rise to the legend.
Several miracles were attributed to him and new shrines were built inside the cathedral
during the later Middle Ages incorporating a 'holy hole' pilgrims could enter to be as near as
possible to the Saint. His relics were dispersed, his head ending up at Canterbury and his
arm at Peterborough. The pilgrimages came to an abrupt end during the night of 21st
September 1538 when the king's commissioners broke into the shrine, took away the gold
and silver decorating it and smashed the relics.
Revd Sonia
(Footnote: We hope Revd Sonia will forgive us but we couldn’t resist
this picture of Carol Kirkwood’s earlier rival for the job on BBC 1!
Ed.)
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I must confess that we ‘pinched’ the idea for
this column from another church’s magazine.
Nevertheless, I hope you will agree that it is a
good one. Revd Sue has adopted the idea with
enthusiasm and has already given us some
excellent articles for letters A to D. Here is the
next one.

E is for .. Evangelist
The four evangelists of the Bible, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, are most famous for their
gospels, or accounts of the good news of Jesus Christ. Of these, the first three are known as
the Synoptic gospels, so called because they are similar in outlook to each other (from the
Greek syn- meaning together with and optic, meaning relating to the eye or sight). Even
though Matthew, Mark and Luke are similar in many ways, though, there are also
considerable differences. Mark is generally reckoned to be the earliest gospel. It may or
may not have been written by the young man mentioned in the Garden of Gethsemane
when Jesus was arrested, who ran off, leaving his linen garment behind. You certainly get a
sense of it being written by a young man – it is hasty, rushing from event to event with a
breathless “and then….and then…and immediately….” etc. Not that Mark’s gospel is
carelessly written: on the contrary, it continually subtly hints at just one question: Who is
this Jesus?
Matthew, on the other hand, is writing for an audience of Jewish Christians, and his gospel
is full of references to what we call the Old Testament. It is very much a teaching
document, with great passages of sermons to educate the early church. Although there is a
tradition that says that Matthew the tax collector wrote down the sayings of Jesus, the
writer of Matthew’s gospel cannot be the same person, because Matthew the disciple
wrote in Aramaic, whereas the evangelist writes in Greek. Perhaps this second writer based
his work on those original Aramaic sayings, but we cannot be sure.
Luke is responsible not only for a gospel, but also for writing the Book of Acts. His Jesus is
portrayed very much as engaging with people on the fringes of society – women, lepers,
fishermen, and for this reason is sometimes said to have a bias to the poor. Dante
described him as “the evangelist of God’s tenderness”. We know that he was a doctor as
well as a theologian and historian, and that he accompanied Paul on many of his journeys
through Acts. His use of Greek is sophisticated, and he is writing for a largely Gentile
audience.
So much for the synoptic gospels: what of John, the fourth evangelist? John is written
considerably later than the others: Mark would have originated around AD70, Matthew
and Luke a decade later, and John probably around AD95-100. His gospel is more of a
theological reflection than a straightforward account of Jesus’ life. One noticeable
difference is that there are very few miracles in John’s gospel, a mere scattering of about
8

six. Each of them are “signs” pointing to the Kingdom: John tantalisingly tells us that “Jesus
performed many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this
book. But these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
and that by believing you may have life in His name.…” (John 20 : 30-31).
You could say that this is what evangelism is all about: conveying truths about Jesus that
convince others of the good news of God’s love for the world, shown in Christ Jesus. So I
wonder how we might ourselves learn to be evangelists in today’s world?
Revd Sue

Deeping St James Concert Series 2016

MUSIC AT THE PRIORY
Friday 29th July : 7.30pm
Tenor, Harp and Organ recital
Simon Lumby ~ Tenor and Organ
Rowena Bass ~ Harp
*****
Sunday 4th September : 3.30pm
Popular Organ Music
Ron Berry ~ St. Luke’s, Thurnby
*****
Sunday 25th September : 3.30pm
Bach Organ Music
David Whittle ~ Director of Music, Leicester Grammar
School
*****
Sunday 6 November : 3.30pm
th

Fresh Ayre
Programme to be announced
*****
Saturday 10 December : 7.30pm
th

Festive Music
St. Peter’s Singers ~ Directed by Jeremy Jepson
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR JULY 2016
1st

Friday

Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

3rd

SUNDAY

THOMAS THE APOSTLE (Trinity 6; Proper 9)
9:00 am
Holy Communion (Order One said)
10:00 am
Family Service and Baptisms of Joanne Laura Coles,
Oliver Jack Grayston, Finley James Grayston and
Joyce Grace Bembridge

5th

Tuesday

2.00 pm

6th

Wednesday

Thomas More & John Fisher, Reformation Martyrs, 1535

7th

Thursday

9:30 am
10:30 am
7:45 pm

8th

Friday

Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

9th

Saturday

6:45 for 7:30 pm

10th

SUNDAY

TRINITY 7 (Proper 10)
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist

11th

Monday

Benedict of Nursia, Abbot of Monte Cassino,
Father of Western Monasticism, c. 550

12th

Tuesday

Deanery Clergy Chapter at Frampton Marsh

14th

Thursday

John Keble, Priest, Tractarian, Poet, 1866
9:30 am
Holy Communion

15th

Friday

Swithun, Bishop of Winchester, c. 862
Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

16th

Saturday

Osmund, Bishop of Salisbury, 1099

17th

SUNDAY

TRINITY 8 (Proper 11)
10:00 am
Family Communion

19th

Tuesday

Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa, & his sister Macrina, Teachers, 394 & 379
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Communion Service at Braeburn Lodge

Holy Communion
Home Communions
Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Strawberry Supper

Mission Matters: Music & Poetry Evening
at Cranmore Farmhouse

20th

Wednesday

21st

Thursday

Margaret of Antioch, Martyr, 304
7:30 pm
PCC meeting
9:30am
Holy Communion
7:45pm
Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Closing Service & Supper

22nd Friday

MARY MAGDALENE
Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

23rd

Saturday

Bridget of Sweden, Abbess of Vadstena, 1373

24th

SUNDAY

JAMES THE APOSTLE (transferred from July 25th.)
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist
12.00 noon
Hog Roast in the Church Hall Garden
2:45 pm
Songs of Praise

26th

Tuesday

Anne and Joachim, Parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary

28th

Thursday

9:30am

29th

Friday

Mary, Martha and Lazarus of Bethany, Companions of Our Lord
Practice Night:
(Choir Summer break begins)
7:30 pm
Ringers
7:30 pm
Tenor, Harp & Organ Recital

30th

Saturday

William Wilberforce, Social Reformer, Olaudah Equiano and
Thomas Clarkson, Anti-Slavery Campaigners, 1833, 1797 & 1846

Holy Communion

August 2016
31st

SUNDAY

TRINITY 10 (Proper 13)
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist
3:00 pm
Baptism of Freya Primrose and Dillan George Light

4th

Thursday

Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, Teacher, c.200
9:30 am
Holy Communion
10:30 am
Home Communions

5th

Friday

Oswald, King of Northumbria, Martyr, 642
Practice Night:
(Choir Summer break)
7:30 pm
Ringers

6th

Saturday

THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD

7th

SUNDAY

TRINITY 11 (Proper 14)
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist
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 Rose & Sweet Pea Show, 25th June 2016
The heavy rain which arrived at about 2.30 did little to dampen the ardour of those
attending this year’s show. Instead, large numbers of punters headed for the church hall
where a welcome cup of tea and a homemade cake were waiting to give some added
comfort from the rain.
The show itself contained the usual wide selection of stalls and activities for children
provided by the Mission Committee, whilst in the arena we were entertained by
performances from Linchfield Primary School, Deeping St James Community Primary and a
boy band from The Deepings’ School known as W45. Additionally, The Priory Youth Players
put on a thrilling dramatised version of ‘The Gruffalo’ and local Ministry of Dance group
performed their own rendition of Abba’s classics. A local Jazz Band soon followed to
provide excellent entertainment before the musical interludes of folk-indie soloist
Pollyanna Holland-Wing offered her original material before and after the important Raffle
draw (many thanks to Judy Stevens for organising). Something for everyone then!
Because of the weather this year’s Rose Queen Freya Auffret, accompanied by her
attendants Emma and Amy Billyard, was this year crowned in the church hall by retiring
Queen Erin Fisk.
Prizes for exhibits in the church were won by:
Flower Cup
Fruit and Veg Cup
The Sweet Pea Plate
Tankard, best exhibit
Classes 18-26
Welsh Memorial Cup
Wine Trophy
Gordon Crowson Award
(coconut lime loaf)
Children’s Competition
Minecraft Church Image

Carole Mills
Jan Fisk
Linda Elliott

Deepings Landmark Painting

1st – Hannah Knight
2nd – Amy Billyard

Margaret Flegg
Not awarded
Mike Elliott
Rosemary Fisher
1st – Toby Fisk
2nd – James and Edward Goodchild
3rd – Joshua Brown Calderbank

Miniature Garden in Show Box 1st – Sylvie Emery
2nd – Samantha Brown Calderbank
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Four Decorated Home Made
Biscuits

1st – Edward Goodchild
2nd – Erin Fisk
3rd – James Goodchild

This year’s show raised a little over £2,800.00 towards much needed church funds and in
thanking Ted and Tanwen Fisk, this year’s show organisers, we are thanking all those who
helped in any way, great or small, and who are, of course, far too numerous to mention.
John Marsh
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Music in Quiet Places – K’antu
A large crowd met in the Priory Church on June 16th to welcome the early music group,
K’antu. It was a lucky chance that brought the group from the ‘Music in Quiet Places’
concert series to our church and how lucky we
were to hear them. Early music can suggest a
certain esoteric niche in music but all the
performances were lively, lyrical and
sometimes haunting. Instrumentalists were
five in number but between them they
entertained with voice, violin, recorders,
guitar, viola da gamba and percussion. Ruth
Hopkins, their leader, gave us a fascinating
insight into each piece with just enough
historical detail. The programme featured
pieces from various European countries with
frequent dance tunes and folk melodies. My
lasting memory will be of the beautiful
recorder playing in My Lady Carey’s Dumpe.
Our thanks are due to the Social Committee for
hosting this event and providing the
refreshments.
With such a young and enthuisiastic group of performers, what a pity it was that the
average age of the audience seemed to suggest that this was a programme for older
listeners and there were so few younger people present.
Victoria
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Cooking with Margaret
Gooseberry Crumble
Method
Ingredients
75g butter
75g plain flour, sieved
75g wholemeal flour
75g Demerara sugar
25g walnuts, chopped, optional
Filling
675g gooseberries
75g sugar
2 table spoons water

Pre-heat oven to 180°C, 350°F, gas 4, middle shelf.
Grease a medium sized 850ml pie dish.
Rub the butter into flours until the mixture resembles
fine breadcrumbs. Stir in sugar and walnuts if used.
Top and tail gooseberries.
Place prepared fruit in pie dish and sprinkle each layer
with sugar and water.
Place crumble mixture over gooseberries to cover
completely .
Bake in pre-heated oven for 40-50 minutes until fruit is
cooked and crumble is golden brown.
The same quantity of apples or plums can be used
if preferred

Registers for May
Baptisms:

We welcome into the Lord’s Family:
1st

Weddings:

We congratulate:
14th

Funerals:

Danno Ryan Makin

William Le Sage and Reita Jovaisaite

We commend to God’s keeping:
20th

Raymond George Fisher
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Rotas for July
Servers
9:00 am
Geoff
-

3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st
Aug 7th
Sidesmen
3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st
Aug 7th

C
D
E
F
A
B

10:00 am
Paul
Nick & Chris
Chris & Simon
Paul & John
Simon & John
Chris & Simon

Tim Hitchborn and Cled Bennett
Trevor Harwood and Kim Hallam
Juliet Mills, Margaret Flegg and Liz Bridgeman
Val Wilde, Doris Bellairs & Christine Masters
Jane Thompson and Adrian Hallam
Ann Meekings and Shelagh Fisher

Intercessions
3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st
Aug 7th

9:00 am
Sue/Sonia
Sue/Sonia

10:00 am
TBA
Bet Washbrooke
Tony Masters
Nick Drewett
Bet Washbrooke
TBA

Bread and Wine
3rd
Doris Bellairs & Christine Masters (9.00am)
10th
Christine Payne & Ann Meekings
17th
Dick & Anthea Wray
24th
Caroline Herron & Linda Sellars
31st
Pat Feek & Doris Warner
Aug 7th
John & Victoria Worthington (9.00 am)
Flowers

3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st
Aug 7th
16

Carole Mills
Sue Marsh
Ann Taylor
Pauline Brooksbank
Carole Mills
Carole Mills

Coffee
Jan & Tanwen Fisk
John & Sue Marsh
Ann Bennett & Penny Hebblewhite
Lin Witherington & Joan Dyke
Liz Spratley & Linda Sellars
-

Cleaning

Brasses

4th - 17th
Aug 1st - 14th

17th
-

Dick & Anthea Wray
Christine Masters & Doris Bellairs
Pat Feek & Doris Warner

Readings and Readers for July
1st Reading

1st Reader

2nd Reading

2nd Reader

Gospel

THOMAS THE APOSTLE (Trinity 6; Proper 9)
July
3rd

9:00
am

Habakkuk 2:
1-4

10:00
am

John 20:
24-29

Cled
Bennett

Ephesians 2:
19-end

Matt
Billyard

Caroline
Herron

John 20:
24-29

(Family Service)

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 10)
10th

10:00
am

Deuteronomy 30:
9-14

Barry
Fisher

Colossians 1:
1-14

Kate
Drewett

Luke 10:
25-37

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 11)
17th

10:00
am

Luke 10:
38-end

TBA

(Family Communion)

JAMES THE APOSTLE (Transferred from July 25th)
24th

10:00

Acts 11:
27 - 12:2

John
Worthington

2 Corinthians 4:
7-15

Jill
Ironside

Matthew 20:
20-28

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 13)
31st

10:00

Ecclesiastes 1:
2, 12-14; 2: 18-23

Joy
Cunningham

Colossians 3:
1-11

Trevor
Harwood

Luke 12:
13-21

ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 14)
Aug
7th



9:00
am

Genesis 15:
1-6

10:00
am

Luke 12:
32-40

Victoria
Worthington
Hannah
Foot

Hebrews 11:
1-3, 8-16

Doris
Bellairs

Luke 12:
32-40

(Family Service)

Bike Ride And Stride 2016

Thank you to everyone who was involved in 2015’s Ride and Stride – whether you were helping to
organise the event, contacting churches and members of the public, or whether you actually took
part by walking, or cycling between churches. By taking part in the event you help us raise the
much-needed funds to help preserve our precious churches. Just over £27,000 was raised, with
half of this coming directly to the charity, the other half is kept by the participating church helping
with their much needed funds. It is truly a County-wide event with 107 churches benefitting
directly from taking part last year, and around 200 people riding or walking. Nearly 700 churches
were open on the day, often providing refreshments.
However, the main comment was it would be better to have more walkers or riders – so that is the
challenge for this year! The date for this year’s event is Saturday September 10th.
If you would just like to take part in the event and join the many people who had great fun, cycling,
walking or riding between our beautiful churches then please contact either Sarah by email at
Roberts.sarahm@gmail.com or phone 07760 468052 or Nicholas Ridley (County Organiser) on
01476 550055 for more information on this year’s event.
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The Bishop’s Letter
Dear Friends,
One of the many privileges of being Bishop of Lincoln is the joy of
travelling round the beautiful counties of the diocese, discovering so
many interesting places and meeting more inspirational and
humbling people than I could ever number. During the month of July,
I will be travelling much further than usual, however: to Fiji, to
represent the Church of England at an international consultation. I
will be one delegate among many from around the world, all of
whom will be representing their part of the Anglican Communion.
My fellow delegates and I will gather from dioceses and provinces as diverse as Brazil, The
Philippines, Central Africa, The Indian Ocean, Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia, and
Jerusalem and the Middle East, as well as from England.
We meet as delegates of USPG, a mission agency that believes that every person and every
community should be able to live a full life. I will be travelling right around the world to
attend the consultation, and meeting partners who face very different challenges from our
own. Many of them face daily struggles with the effects of climate (or climate change),
geography, war, poverty or famine. Yet I am struck by how similar USPG’s belief is to our
own desire here in the diocese of Lincoln to see lives transformed through an encounter
with the living God.
As members of the same human family across the world, all of us created and loved by God,
we are united by so much more than the things that might divide us. I continue to pledge
myself to do my part in the building up of God’s kingdom in our diocese, so that all the
members of this part of the human family have the opportunity of a full life, and to become
the people that God has created them to be.
May God bless all his people, wherever they may be, and may the message of his love for
the world continue to inspire us in the work of transformation to which he has called us.
+ Christopher Lincoln
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