From the
Curate
Dear Friends,
A highlight at the beginning of the school term was receiving a brand new exercise book,
blank and pristine, ready to be filled with new work in the coming year. Last week it was
time for me to buy a new service register for the church so I looked at its pages with a
similar sort of feeling: how would the next five years or so pan out for our Church? (For that
is how long a register usually lasts). How many would be coming each week to join with us
in worship? What would our pattern of worship be at the end of that time? How many
families would we be welcoming for those services marking 'rites of passage', baptisms,
weddings and funerals?
Two things we can be sure of on the immediate horizon. The first is that we now have a new
vicar to direct our life here at the Priory and their name will be announced in the very near
future. After a long period of discussion and preparation this is indeed good news with
which to begin a new year. The second is that the Bishop of Lincoln has designated 2015 as
a year of discipleship. Throughout the year all parishes will be challenged to think more
deeply about their spiritual life, who they are as disciples of Jesus Christ and how they can
bring others to learn more about Jesus and his love. Look out for new initiatives and
opportunities on our pew sheets and in the magazine as they arise.
A good start to 2015 is our Plough Sunday service at 6.00p.m. on January 11th. This service
is more than a relic of the past, it is also a service of commitment in which we dedicate all
our work and service in the year ahead to God as marked by the renewal of our baptismal
vows. I do hope you will be able to join us both for the service and for the supper and
entertainment which follow.
With every blessing for the New Year,
Revd Sonia
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In this Month’s Priory News …
Dear All,
A Happy New Year to all
our readers! We do
apologise for being a
little late in going to
press this month but I
rather suspect we are not alone in having been busy
with family and friends over the Christmas period.
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Looking ahead to the new year, certainly one of the
most important things for us to look forward to as a
parish church is the arrival of a new incumbent after
what seems to have been a long vacancy. We do not yet
know who this will be but we are hoping for an
announcement early on in the year. It is appropriate
therefore that we should say a very big “thankyou”, particularly to Revd. Sonia and to Revd.
Mark who between them have carried the burden of responsibility for maintaining our
pattern of services and other activities during this time.
Clearly, though probably unsurprisingly, people have been thinking of other things than
Priory News and we are therefore a little short on content this month, but, and I am on
dangerous ground here, I suspect, it is quality rather than content which really matters!
Finally, a reminder that by the time you read this, Twelfth Night will have passed and the
Christmas decorations should be back in the loft ready for next Christmas!
John

Margaret have given us two-for-one this
month – one of which will be served at the
Plough Supper.

Our thanks to Steve Goodchild for the cover
picture this month which was taken
immediately after the Christingle Service.

Our

Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them
coming. Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be
accompanied by authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We
will not publish the names of children pictured unless specifically requested
to do so by their parents or guardians.
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860

priorynews@dsj.org.uk

Please let us have your contributions for the February edition of Priory News BEFORE
the deadline of Friday 23rd January. Thank you.
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Reports and News
 News from the Tower
We trust you had a delightful Christmas and it was nice to have all six bells
back in action.
How did you get on with the Quiz? Here are the answers…

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

A bicycle (Penny Farthing)
A singer (Tenor)
Part of a monkey’s leg (Ape Knee)
A man’s name (Bob)
A kind of pig (Guinea)
Sun, moon and Pluto (3 Far Things)
Leather worker (Tanner)
50% of panties (Half a knicker)
Royal head dress (Crown)
Hit repeatedly (Pound)
Unwell sea creature (Sick Squid)
Baby kangaroo (Joey)
A stone (Fourteen Pounds)

Total of the answers:

£

s

10

0

1

1
1

1
6

10
5
0
0

14

0

d
1¼
0
½
0
0
¾
6
0
0
0
0
3
0

…………………………………………………………………
£32
17s
11½d
Mike

Children’s Church
 Christingle Service
A record number of people attended the 2014 Christingle on the afternoon of
Sunday 14th December including children from the two local primary schools,
Deeping St James Community Primary and Linchfield School, and young people
representing local Scout and Guide groups.
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Led by Revd Mark it was great to see so
many children involved as active
participants in the service, as Mark helped
them to construct a visual Christingle. A
new strategy of tying the congregation to
their seats with red wool is now approved
for use in all services.
Alice Gamman, our 2014 Rose Queen, read
beautifully at the service and assisted by
Ellie and Neve received the donations of
the congregation towards the work of the
Children’s Society; £197.51 was raised. The singing of Away in a Manager to
candlelight by the children was magical.
Many thanks to everyone who helped in the preparation of the service, in particular
those who took part in preparing and making the Christingles, counting the
donations and everyone who performed duties as fire marshalls.
Lisa

 Church Coffee Morning – 27th November
Christmas got off to a rip roaring start with the church coffee group raising £283 which will
be distributed amongst local good causes at the Annual Meeting next spring.
With the usual raffles, cake, card and produce stall and the chocolate tombola there was
plenty to keep guests busy between all the eating, drinking and chatting which filled the
hall with a feeling of bon ami leading into the festive season.
As usual thanks must go to Margaret Flegg and her merry band of helpers for the delicious
scones and mince pies and the continuous flow of tea and coffee which brought cheer
aplenty to a very wet and dull November morning.
Thanks also to all who braved the typical English autumn weather and again gave so
generously to swell the coffers and make this popular event another huge success.
The only thing missing on this occasion was Bill Flegg’s happy smiling face and we all wish
him a speedy recovery following his recent operation.
John Marsh
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 The Children’s Christmas Party
Thirty-nine
children,
from ages 0 to 12,
enjoyed the annual
party in the Church
Hall. We all danced
along to Mark Turner’s
fantastic disco, enjoyed
a delicious party lunch,
played games including
pass the parcel and
received a visit from a
certain
seasonal
gentleman.
Thank you to everyone who brought along dishes for the party, as usual visiting adults
commented on how wonderful the spread was. A special thank you to Catherine Boswall
and Vicki Billiyard who both assisted Santa with his wrappings.
The party was made very easy to manage by the brilliant children’s disco which is provided
to us at a very favourable rate; a number of people have asked me how to contact Mark –
he is on 07796334324.
The disco lighting meant that a number of photographs did not come out too well; this
should be a relief for all the parents who took part in the impromptu conger around the
building….a good time was certainly had by all!
Lisa

Mission Matters
 Knit and Natter.
Please note that the next Knit and Natter will be held on Wednesday
February 11th at 7.30pm at Cranmore Farmhouse.

Victoria
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Cooking with Margaret
Two for the price of one for the January edition. The Ploughman’s
pudding will be served at the Plough Supper on January 11th.

Ploughman’s Pudding
Ingredients:

Method:

4oz Stale bread
½ pint milk
4oz Vegetarian Suet
4oz Mixed dried fruit
1 tsp Mixed spice
pinch of salt
3 Eggs
2oz Sugar

Soak the bread in the milk until it is absorbed. Stir in
the suet, dried fruit, mixed spice and salt. Whisk the
eggs with the sugar then add to the other ingredients.
Pour into a greased pudding basin. Cover with
greaseproof paper, and foil. Tie down firmly and boil
for 2 hours.

Potato Wedges with Cheese and Onion
Ingredients:

Method:

700g Small potatoes washed
50g Mature cheddar, grated
4 Spring onions chopped small,
(including the green parts)
Olive oil
Salt Flakes

A medium-sized solid, shallow roasting tin, a grill pan
and some foil. Preheat oven to 180°C/gas 4.
First rub each potato with olive oil and sprinkle
generously with salt. Place the potatoes in the roasting
tin and bake them on a high shelf in the oven for an
hour. Then preheat the grill for 10 minutes, cut each
potato into quarters and place them in the grill pan
lined with foil. Scatter the spring onions over the
potatoes then sprinkle on the grated cheese. Place
under the grill until the cheese has browned and is
bubbling.
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR JANUARY 2015
1st

Thursday

The Naming and Circumcision of Jesus
(No Communion Service)

2nd

Friday

Basil the Great & Gregory of Nazianzus, Bishops, 379 & 389
Practice Night:
(No Choir practice)
7:30 pm
Ringers

4th

SUNDAY

EPIPHANY (transferred from Jan. 6th.)
9:00 am
Holy Communion (said)
10:00 am
Family Service with Holy Baptism

6th

Tuesday

EPIPHANY (transferred to Jan. 4th.)

8th

Thursday

9:30 am
10.30 am

9th

Friday

Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

11th

SUNDAY

THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST (Plough Sunday)
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist
6:00 pm
Plough Service followed by Plough Supper

12th

Monday

Aelred of Hexham, Abbot of Rievaulx, 1167

13th

Tuesday

Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers, 367

15th

Thursday

9:30 am
7:45 pm

16th

Friday

Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

17th

Saturday

Antony of Egypt, Hermit, Abbot, 356
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Holy Communion
Home Communions

Holy Communion
Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Talk on Hawai

18th

SUNDAY

EPIPHANY 2 (Confession of Peter)
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist

19th

Monday

Wulfstan, Bishop of Worcester, 1095
7:30 pm
PCC meeting preceded by Holy Communion

21st

Wednesday

Agnes, Child Martyr at Rome, 304
7:30 pm
Worship Committee at Cranmore Farmhouse

22nd Thursday

9:30 am

Holy Communion

23rd

Friday

Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

24th

Saturday

Francis de Sales, 1622

25th

SUNDAY

EPIPHANY 3 (The Conversion of Paul)
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist

26th

Monday

Timothy and Titus, Companions of Paul

28th

Wednesday

Thomas Aquinas, Philosopher, Teacher, 1274
11:30 pm
Midnight Mass

29th

Thursday

9:30 am

30th

Friday

Charles, King and Martyr, 1649
Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

Holy Communion

FEBRUARY
1st

SUNDAY

PRESENTATION OF CHRIST (Epiphany 4)
9:00 am
Holy Communion (said)
10:00 am
Family Service
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 Plough Service and Supper
The Plough Service will be held on January 11th at 6pm and will be followed by the Plough
Supper which will be held in the Church Hall. Entertainment will be by Phil and Jo with
Alan Broome as the Zimmer Frames, a long standing ‘pop’ group (22 years!). They will be
playing favourite music from the 60s and 70s including songs by the Beatles, Presley and
the Eagles. We hope people will sing along if they wish, and maybe enjoy some dancing
too. Nothing too intense. Should be fun!
Philip

 Fresh Ayre
You may like to know that the recorder group Freshe Ayre and singer Bryan Jones will be
performing music from medieval to modern in the Gallery at Stamford Arts Centre on the
evening of Sunday 25th January. Time T.B.A
Philip

 A Happy New Year
A happy new year to the Priory News Team who delivery to their
readers. Your help is much appreciated – thank you.
A happy new year to those who keep the Church brasses shining –
thank you.
Doris Bellairs

 Diocesan Forthcoming Events
A series of Snowdrop Walks from St Mary's Church in Whaplode on the following dates:
February 15th - 16th, 11.30am - 3.30pm
February 22nd - 23rd, 11.30am - 3.30pm
March 1st - 2nd, 11.30am - 3.30pm
Church tours and refreshments available
Enquiries: 01406 371 900 or 07904 110 991
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'For ever, for everyone': What does this mean for the National Trust in the 21st Century?
Friday 7th February, 7.30pm
Lincoln Cathedral Chapter House
Lincoln
Director-General of the National Trust, Dame Helen Ghosh will give a lecture in Lincoln
Cathedral. The lecture explores how the National Trust is adapting to change, while
keeping true to its core purpose. She will also discuss co-operation between the National
Trust and partnership organisations and visitor attractions.
Tickets are £6, including wine, from Lincoln Minster Shop
(01522 561644; www.lincolncathedral.com/shop )
Resourcing the spiritual journey of older people and a look at Anna Chaplaincy to Older
People.
Wednesday 11th March, 9.30am - 4.00pm
The King Room, The Old Palace Hotel
Lincoln
A day to explore how we can value age better through a more community-based approach
to ministry among older people.
Guest speaker, former BBC and ITV presenter Debbie Thrower.
To book a place or for more information contact Susanna Aldred via email at
susannaaldred@gmail.com

 Carol Singing
Once again, the choir was invited to sing carols at The Bell on the Saturday prior to
Christmas and we were made to feel very welcome. We were given a donation of a little
over £40.00 which the choir have agreed to donate towards Mission Committee funds.
Our thanks to those who came to support us.
We had hoped also to sing at the new Braeburn Lodge before Christmas but as their
opening was deferred until the beginning of January this could not take place. We are
currently looking into some other event in the New Year.
John
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Rotas for January
Servers
9:00 am
Geoff
Geoff

4th
11th
18th
25th
Feb 1st
Sidesmen
4th
11th
18th
25th
Feb 1st

B
C
D
E
F

10:00 am
Paul
Simon and John
Paul and Simon
Simon and John
Paul

6:00 pm
-Geoff
-

Ann Meekings and Shelagh Fisher
Tim Hitchborn and Cled Bennett
Trevor Harwood and Kim Hallam
Liz Bridgeman, Bill and Margaret Flegg
Val Wilde, Doris Bellairs and Christine Masters

Intercessions
4th
11th
18th
25th
Feb 1st

9:00 am
Sonia Marshall
Sonia Marshall

10:00 am
tba
Jo Astle
BetWashbrooke
Tony Masters
tba

Bread and Wine
John & Victoria Worthington (9.00 am)
4th
11th
Dick and Anthea Wray
th
18
Pat Feek and Doris Warner
25th
Bill and Margaret Flegg
Feb 1st
John and Linda Sellars (9:00am)
Flowers
4th
Christmas Flowers
11th
Mrs E Day
18th

Mrs C Masters

25th
Feb 1st

Mrs M Flegg
Mrs D Warner
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Cleaning

Coffee
Johanna Jones and Jill Ironside
Liz Spratley and Linda Sellars
Pat Feek and Doris Warner
John and Sue Marsh
Pat Feek and Doris Warner
Brasses

5th – 18th Jan
18th
19th – Feb 1st

Janet Lill and Marion Stevens
Doris Bellairs & Christine
Masters
Dick and Anthea Wray

Readings and Readers for January
1st Reading

4th

9:00
am
10:00
am

11th

10:00
am

18th

10:00
am

25th

10:00
am

1st

9:00
am
10:00
am

Isaiah 60:
1-6
Matthew 2:
1-12

1st
2nd
2nd Reader
Reader
Reading
EPIPHANY
Victoria
Ephesians 3:
John
Worthington
1-12
Worthington

Gospel
Matthew 2:
1-12

tba

BAPTISM OF CHRIST (Plough Sunday)
Genesis 1:
Roger
Acts 19:
Adrian
Mark 1:
1-5
Bridgeman
1-7
Hallam
4-11
EPIPHANY 2
1 Samuel 3:
Liz
Revelation 5:
Victoria
John 1:
1-10
Bridgeman
1-10
Worthington
43-end
CONVERSION OF PAUL (Epiphany 3)
Acts 9:
Caroline
Galatians 1:
Matthew 19:
Jo Astle
1-22
Herron
11-16
27-end
PRESENTATION OF CHRIST (Epiphany 4)
Malachi 3:
Simon
Hebrews 2:
Caroline
Luke 2:
1-5
Marshall
14-end
Herron
22-40
Luke 2:
tba
22-40

Registers for November
Baptisms:
2nd

We welome into the Lord’s Family:
Harriet Isobel Ironside
Freya Eleanor Caitlin Burrows
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 A Thankyou - Flowers
Many thanks to everyone who helped to
decorate the church at Christmas. I always
think that the red everywhere looks very
good. Thanks also to all who contributed
towards the cost of the flowers. They are so
expensive now but they do look attractive.
Thank you again. A Happy New Year.
Pauline and Christine

 From Rev'd Rosamund Seal, Vicar of Holbeach &Rural Dean of
Elloe East.
‘MAKING FOR MEMORY’

art for those with early stage dementia & their carers

Learn a new skill or rediscover a forgotten one in the beautiful, tranquil surroundings of
Unique Cottage Studios, Fulney Lane South, Spalding PE12 6FA.
The venue has ample parking, easy access an an on-site café.
(see www.uniquecottagestudios.co.uk for map)
Each 2 hour session will be led by a professional artist on a range of art form, on
the following dates: 5, 12,26 February and 5, 12, 26 March from 10.30 am - 12.30
pm.
SKETCHING, FELT MAKING, ANIMATION, PAPIER MACHE & MORE
Come and meet others, make something to take home or just experimant with the
materials provided in a supportive, friendly environment … there’ll be tea and
biscuits and lots of fun!
£2 per session … book all 6 or just come to one to see if you like it first.
To reserve a place please email or telephone:
Carolparker1@live.co.uk / 07771 917882
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Letter from the
Bishop
2015 is the Year of Discipleship – well, at least for us here in the Diocese of
Lincoln!
I have chosen to make discipleship our focus this year because as we
develop and deepen our discipleship, so we grow in our confidence as
followers of Jesus Christ; and, as you know by now, I want us all to be
faithful, confident and joyful disciples.
I have already written to every parish in the diocese to share my hope that
all of us will engage with the Year of Discipleship in some way, and everyone – either as an
individual or as a church community – will take up at least one of the opportunities on offer.
Here are just some of the ways in which you might enter into our Year of Discipleship:
• Join in with one of the services or bible studies based around our values of faithful, confident
and joyful if they are offered in your parish
• There are lots of courses available to help you think more deeply about your own discipleship,
whether you’re new to church of have been attending all your life. Why not think about having
one of these at your church? The Church of England’s new discipleship course, called Pilgrim, is an
excellent place to start
• Look out for the Diocesan Lent course for 2015, Confident Discipleship, running near you. It is
an excellent follow up to this year’s 2014 Advent course and gives us a further opportunity to
reflect on our individual discipleship journeys
• Look out for more information on the ‘discipleship days’ being planned for various locations
around the diocese this year
• Finally, keep your eye on Facebook and Twitter: the discipleship team will be using social media
and keeping a blog through the Year of Discipleship. Remember, too, that there will be new
resources and information coming on-stream all the time on our new-look website
www.lincoln.anglican.org
I pray that God will bless our endeavours in the year ahead as we seek to grow as disciples of
Jesus Christ, and I am already looking forward to joining together with many of you at a diocesan
service in Lincoln Cathedral towards the end of the year to celebrate God’s blessings through the
year. Keep an eye out for more details coming soon.
I wish you a happy and blessed new year.

+ Christopher
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