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From the Vicar
It seems to be a truism – in much
the same way that policemen seem
so much younger these days – that
post-Christmas sales are starting so much earlier than they used
to. I’m sure I can remember when they were ‘New Year’ Sales.
Then it became 28th December… 27th December… Boxing Day
Sales… This year a TV advert announced that you could go
online and participate in the Boxing Day Sale on Christmas Day!
Who knows, we might go to the January Sales, only to discover
that they are the 2023 New Year Sales! Doesn’t time fly…
What a strange message we are being presented with. There is so much excitement and
build up to Christmas – especially this year in the face of COVID uncertainty. Emotions are
strained to fever pitch. And then… what is left. If we are to believe the adverts, nothing but
the queasy feeling of over-indulgence, and the incessant push to spend what little money is
left, or increase the credit card debt more because ‘it is a bargain!’
The church however is different. As I write, we’re just about to enter our ‘extended
Christmas season’ of Epiphany. After the yearning expectation of Advent, and the
excitement of the Good News of Christmas we don’t want to let go. We’ve got such a
reason to celebrate. Almighty God revealing Himself to humankind in that weak and
helpless human babe, to bring to us the promise of eternal life. So, we’re going to carry
on… carry on celebrating until that great celebration of light when Jesus is presented in the
Temple – the feast of Candlemas.
And then… well, let’s not get too carried away! Then we have time to take stock a bit
before we turn to Lent, and the reminder that the Christmas babe was born to suffer and to
die. We remember that life for us isn’t always fun and parties. But we remember too that
the Christmas hope is real for us beyond the Boxing Day Sales.
To (mis)quote a famous advertising slogan ‘Remember, God is for life, not just for
Christmas’.
Mark
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Dear Readers…
Please forgive the silence from this desk at the opening of the
year. I hope that this edition can make up for it in some small
way. The long month of January passes and there are reasons
to be optimistic, more warmth and light and even some signs
of Spring flowers - Snowdrops are out I notice! Please share
any articles, thoughts, and notices at priorynews@dsj.org.uk.
Best Wishes
Jonathan

Reports, News & Dates For Your Diary
Parish Share and Giving
As 2021 comes to an end it is apparent that we will again have a substantial shortfall in our
payment of Parish Share. This year it looks as though the shortfall will be in the region of
£15000. In 2020 the shortfall was £21706.
We urgently need to reduce this deficit. Under the new funding arrangements, we are
required to play a full part in funding ministry in this area for it to continue at its current level.
I have been doing a little research into levels of giving in 2019, the last year for which statistics
are available and it is quite revealing. Across the Church of England as a whole the average
weekly giving per person was £14.10.
In the same year for Lincoln Diocese the average weekly giving per person was £8.10. This
was the lowest total for any diocese.
In that same year Deeping St James’s average weekly giving per person was just £7.52.
I thought that you should all be aware of just how desperate our finances are.
What are we going to do?
Simon Marshall
12 December 2021
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Who are They?
A little while ago, I was
given a copy of the
photo below. It was
suggested that it was
dated around 1965. Can
anyone identify what
the group would be,
and where it was taken?
I would also be
interested in the names
of anyone you
recognise.

Christmas Flowers
Pauline and I would like to thank all the ladies who helped us decorate the Church this
Christmas time. Thank you, ladies, it is much appreciated to you for giving your time at
this busy time of year. The Church looks really beautiful. Thank you once again.
Christine

Christingle 2021
On Sunday December 12th at 4pm the
church was full of the spirit of Christmas
with 100 Christingles glowing in the dark. It
was a wonderful moment as the children
whose faces were lit by the light of the
candles sang Away in a Manger. The service
began at 3pm and it was lovely to see so
many families arriving at church for this
special children’s hour and they were not
disappointed, Revd Mark produced a
Christingle puppet called Chris Tingle!
It was great fun for the children, and they learnt the meaning of the Christingle through the
puppet and Mark’s clever ventriloquist act behind his very convenient Covid Mask! The
church had been given a Christingle makeover with a large Christingle covering the font on
the entrance into the Church.
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Sylvie Emery, this year’s Rose Queen, with her helpers, gave out the Christingles as the
children and their parents went up to the altar to receive them, and to hand in their
Christingle boxes with monies for The Children’s Society, £98 was collected for the society.
As in accordance with health and safety and Covid regulations the candles were not lit until
everyone was standing still in the aisle of the church and the designated people walked
round and lit them. After standing still with their lit Christingle and singing ‘Away in a
Manger’ with masks on for the adults, the designated persons then went round and
extinguished the flames with snuffs, so there was no blowing out of the candles!!
Even though this year Covid made things a little harder we are so pleased we went ahead
with this special service. A big thank you must go to Tesco for their very kind contribution of
the 120 oranges.
Jan

Crib Service
This year’s Crib Service was a little different due
to the Covid restrictions, however there were
no less families and children. We were
delighted to see so many attend at such a
difficult time.
It was felt there should be as little movement as
possible so instead of the usual dressing up of
the children and a nativity performance,
pictures of the key nativity characters were
produced on card by Vicki and mounted on
sticks that the children could hold up at the
correct time.
As the families entered the church the children
chose a character as well as nativity colouring
pictures and coloured pencils to do while
waiting for the service to begin. Revd Mark had
written the Nativity script in pantomime style
and the children had great fun joining in at the
correct times with the sound effects and
holding up the said characters on sticks.
Two of our own church children came dressed as Mary and Joseph and sat at the front of
the church with baby Jesus in the crib during the service. Appropriate carols were sung with
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adults masked during the nativity story . This candle lit family service at 4pm on Christmas
Eve was atmospheric and the children left with the excited feeling that Christmas was here.
Jan

Mission Matters
Reminder, Calling All Crafters
From Friday, January 7th, 2022, we shall be holding fortnightly crafting sessions from 2.00
pm to 4.00 pm in the Priory Church Hall. This will be an opportunity for you to bring along
whatever you are currently working on - knitting, sewing, card-making etc - and to enjoy
friendly chat and a cup of tea with like-minded fellow crafters. Our initial session last month
was a great success (and, as on that occasion, men are also welcome!). We look forward to
welcoming new members in January. There is no charge but if you happen to have any spare
wool or other bits and pieces, please bring them along to add to the rummage box.
Victoria

Happy New Year and a big thank you to all the ladies
that clean the church, all 10 of you, you know who you
are.
It seems to be working really well this way as I have
received a number of complementary comments , so thank
you again especially those of you who seem to be doing
over and above your area .
Jan
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Rotas for February
Reader and Readings.

6th

9 am
10 am

13th

10 am

20th

9 am
10 am

27th

10 am

1st Reading
1st Reader
2nd Reading
2nd Reader
FOURTH SUNDAY BEFORE LENT/ Accession of Queen Elizabeth II
Isaiah
Simon
1 Corinthians
Simon
6: 1-8
Marshall
15: 1-11
Marshall
Kate Drewett
THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE LENT/ RACIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY
Jeremiah
1 Corinthians
Niccy Fisher
Niccy Fisher
17: 5-10
15: 12-20
SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT
tbc
tbc
Genesis 2: 4b-9,
Revelation
15-end
Chapter
4
Jo Astle
Jo Astle
SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT/ CHURCH ACTION ON POVERTY SUNDAY
Exodus
Joy
2 Corinthians
Joy
34:29-end
Cunningham
3: 12-4:2
Cunningham

Intercessions Rota
Jan 2nd
Jan 9th
Jan 16th
Jan 23rd
Jan 30th

Bet
Tony
Niccy
Nick
Ted

Coffee Rota
6th
13th
20th
27th

Flowers

Rosemary and Josie
James and Elizabeth
Johanna and Martin
Christine and Tony

6th
13th
20th
27th
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Mrs J Dyke
Mrs Joy Cusak
Mrs E Day
Vacant

Gospel
Luke
5: 1-11

Luke
6: 17-26
Luke
8: 22-25
Luke
9: 28-43a

Priory Church of Deeping St James
CHURCH CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY 2022
2nd

Wednesday PRESENTATION OF CHRIST/CANDLEMAS
2:30 pm
House Group

3rd

Thursday

9:30 am
7:30 pm

Holy Communion (said)
Church Ladies’ Fellowship

4th

Friday

5.30 pm
6:45 pm
7:30 pm

Friday Knights
Choir Practice
Ringers’ practice

6th

SUNDAY

FOURTH SUNDAY BEFORE LENT/ Accession of Queen Elizabeth II
9:00 am
Holy Communion (said)
10:15 am First Sunday Praise
6.00 pm
Choral Evensong

9th

Wednesday 2:30 pm

House Group

10th

Thursday

9:30 am

Holy Communion (said)

11th

Friday

5.30 pm
6:45 pm
7:30 pm

Friday Knights
Choir Practice
Ringers’ practice

13th SUNDAY

THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE LENT/ RACIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY
9:50 am
Children’s Church
10:00 am Holy Communion

16th

Wednesday 2:30 pm
7:30 pm

House Group
PCC meeting

17th

Thursday

9:30 am
7:30 pm

Holy Communion (said)
Church Ladies’ Fellowship

18th

Friday

5.30 pm
6:45 pm
7:30 pm

Friday Knights
Choir Practice
Ringers’ practice

20th SUNDAY

SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT
9:00 am
BCP Holy Communion (said)
10:00 am Holy Communion
6.00 pm
Alternative Evening Prayer
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24th

Thursday

9:30 am

Holy Communion (said)

25th

Friday

5.30 pm
6:45 pm
7:30 pm

Friday Knights
Choir Practice
Ringers’ practice

27th SUNDAY

SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT/
CHURCH ACTION ON POVERTY SUNDAY
10:00 am Holy Communion

REGISTERS FOR NOVEMBER/DECEMBER
Baptisms:
We welcome into the Lord’s Family:
28th November
Amber Coupland
5th December
Iona Davies
Funerals:
26th November
3rd December
9th December
16th December

We commend to God’s Keeping:
Frank Cavanagh
Dick Rudkin
Betty Shoulders
Ted Butcher
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Sidespersons Rota
6th

9.00 Holy Communion (said) –
10:15 Family Praise
-

Nick Drewett
Juliet Mills, James Forester

13th 10.00 Sung Eucharist

Tony Masters, Christine Masters

20th 9.00 BCP Communion Service –
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Jan Fisk
Nick Drewett, Jan Fisk,

27th 10:00 Sung Eucharist

Trevor Harwood, Anne Meekins

PLEASE GET IN CONTACT WITH NICK IF YOU CANNOT MAKE ANY OF THESE DATES… THANKYOU….
Nick Drewett – nick.drewett@btinternet.com or 01778 348107

HOUSE GROUP
2:30pm Wednesdays
Venue tbc. Pat Feek
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Poetry and Thought
New Year Prayer 2022
Lord of all creation,
Lord of all the years,
Thank you for steering us through the fragmented landscape of two pandemic-riddled years. Here
we stand at the beginning of a new year, not knowing what lies ahead. Our only security lies in
you, Lord.
Please take our hands and guide us, day by day, into January and beyond. We will not be afraid,
Lord because you have promised never to leave us, never to forsake us. And you keep your
promises. We are safe.
2022, here we come… expectantly,
In Jesus’ name,
Amen
By Daphne Kitching
THE GATE OF THE YEAR
'God Knows'
And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:
"Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown".
And he replied:
"Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God.
That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way".
So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night.
And He led me towards the hills and the breaking of day in the lone East.
So heart be still:
What need our little life
Our human life to know,
If God hath comprehension?
In all the dizzy strife
Of things both high and low,
God hideth His intention.
God knows. His will
Is best. The stretch of years
Which wind ahead, so dim
To our imperfect vision,
Are clear to God. Our fears
Are premature; In Him,
All time hath full provision.
Then rest: until
God moves to lift the veil
From our impatient eyes,
When, as the sweeter features
Of Life's stern face we hail,
Fair beyond all surmise
God's thought around His creatures
Our mind shall fill.[3]
Minnie Louise Haskins. 1908
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Crossword
Across
8 How the Abyss (NIV) is described
in the Authorized Version (Revelation
9:1) (10,3)
9 Frozen water (Ezekiel 1:22) (3)
10 The Ten Commandments (9)
11 In Roman Catholic theology,
neither heaven nor hell (5)
13 Des cons (anag.) (7)
16 ‘Though [your sins] are red as — ,
they shall be like wool’ (Isaiah 1:18)
(7)
19 Keen (Romans 1:15) (5)
22 Repugnant, loathsome (Jeremiah
24:9) (9)
24 Drink like an animal (Judges 7:5)
(3)
25 First and last (Revelation 22:13)
(5,3,5)
Down
1 Father of Ahi, a Gadite (1
Chronicles 5:15) (6)
2 Where David found the stone with which he killed Goliath (1 Samuel 17:40) (6)
3 ‘Hour by hour fresh lips are making thy — doings heard on high’ (8)
4 ‘And there were shepherds living out in the fields near by, keeping watch over their — at night’ (Luke
2:8) (6)
5 United Society for Christian Literature (1,1,1,1)
6 ‘If he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would — — or a tax collector’ (Matthew
18:17) (1,5)
7 Where Paul was taken when things became difficult for him in Berea (Acts 17:15) (6)
12 Istituto per le Opere di Religione (Vatican Bank) (1,1,1)
14 ‘Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new — ; the old has gone, the new has come!’ (2 Corinthians
5:17) (8)
15 Used to colour ram skins red for use in the tabernacle (Exodus 25:5) (3)
16 Vat car (anag.) (6)
17 ‘Be joyful — — , patient in affliction, faithful in prayer’ (Romans 12:12) (6)
18 ‘The parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, while our presentable parts — —
special treatment’ (1 Corinthians 12:23) (4,2)
20 Ancient rowing boat (Isaiah 33:21) (6)
21 Say again (2 Corinthians 11:16) (6)
23 What Jesus did in the synagogue in Nazareth after he stood up (Luke 4:16) (4)
DECEMBER ANSWERS
ACROSS: 1, Tabernacle. 7, Absalom. 8, Incas. 10, Roes. 11, Captured. 13,
Fright. 15, Cavell. 17, Cyclonic. 18, Herb. 21, Sonar. 22, Amazing. 23,
Settlement.

DOWN: 1, Taste. 2, Bold. 3, Ramiah. 4, Abiathar. 5, Lucerne. 6,
Sacrifices. 9, Saddlebags. 12, Theocrat. 14, Incense. 16, Pilate. 19,
Exist. 20, Save.
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Reflected Faith Series:
Candlemas
There are three reasons for this festival, which is
held each year on the second of February.
Firstly, it’s the halfway point between the
shortest day and the Spring Equinox, so from
that date on the daylight hours get longer.
In pre-Christian times, this day was known as the 'Feast of Lights' and celebrated the increase
strength of the life-giving sun as Winter gave way to Spring.
Secondly, it’s when we remember Mary and Joseph taking their baby Jesus, to the Temple forty
days after His birth.
And the third reason? It’s directly linked to the name of the feast – Candlemas. It was so named
because on that day each year all the candles for the coming year were brought into the church to
be blessed at a ‘mass’. Remember that candles were important in those days, not only because
there were no electric lights; people thought they gave protection against plague and illness and
famine.
In many churches on this feast there will be a procession of the whole congregation with lighted
candles – often inside the whole building, going into every ‘dark’ corner. Everyone carries their
own lighted candle, which they are encouraged to take home and light there also.
One of the prayers that may be used is this:
Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe.
You make our darkness to be light.
For with You is the well of life
and in Your light shall we see light.
This month
Christ is often called the ‘Light of the World’ who came to bring light, hope, and peace into our
darkness. Have a think about those places that are dark for you and perhaps you do not like going
there or will not go there. Perhaps they are too painful or scary.
Just pause for a short time with a lit candle and imagine Jesus going there for you or with you.
Lighting your way. Making it safe. He came to give us life – and life to the full – even in those dark
places.
By the Revd Dr Jo White
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Five famous quotes from Desmond Tutu
The recent death of Archbishop Desmond Tutu was mourned around the world. Here are
five of his more famous quotes, which show why he was so especially honoured for his
justice and reconciliation work in South Africa.
“Do your little bit of good where you are; it's those little bits of good put together that
overwhelm the world.”
“If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the oppressor. If an
elephant has its foot on the tail of a mouse, and you say that you are neutral, the mouse
will not appreciate your neutrality.”
“Don't raise your voice, improve your argument. Good sense does not always lie with the
loudest shouters, nor can we say that a large, unruly crowd is always the best arbiter of
what is right.”
“Forgiving is not forgetting; it’s actually remembering - remembering and not using your
right to hit back. It’s a second chance for a new beginning. And the remembering part is
particularly important. Especially if you don’t want to repeat what happened.”
“Differences are not intended to separate, to alienate. We are different precisely in order
to realise our need of one another.”
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God in the Sciences
This series is written by Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, who is Church Engagement Director at The
Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge. Ruth writes on the positive
relationship between Science and Christian faith.

The Love of Wisdom of Natural Things
Some time ago a scientist was invited to speak at the Dewsbury Women’s Institute. He
spoke about his research on polymers, hoping that the women of this Yorkshire mill town
would connect with his desire to develop new fibres.
One person in particular, a woman called Betty who had worked in a mill since the age of
15, listened as if her life depended on it, and peppered him with questions afterwards. She
had always been interested in how things work, but until that day had not found anyone to
answer her questions. Whenever she had asked about the processes that they were using
in the mill, she was just told to get on with her job.
From the outside, science can seem a closed specialty, hemmed in by intimidating jargon.
When McLeish described science as ‘the love of wisdom of natural things’, however, he
realised he was opening a door. He was moved to see that Betty was not the only person
who shed a tear when her questions were finally taken seriously, confirming that her
enquiring mind was indeed probing in the right direction – only fifty years too late.
Hearing about people like Betty reminds me that science is a very natural activity for
anyone to be involved in. McLeish is convinced that there is a future in ‘science therapy’. In
his book Faith and Wisdom in Science, where this story appears, he asks the question “If a
reintroduction to the activity of representing both inner and outer worlds in paint, music
and drama can help to heal minds, what hope might there be for a participation in a gentle
and contemplative science in restoring a broken or misunderstood relationship with the
physical world?”
This story inspired me to run a number of hands-on science activities with adult audiences
in churches. I have extracted DNA from strawberries with a midweek group for older
people, organised hands-on exhibits to liven up lecture or discussion events, and even had
groups extracting DNA from their own cheek cells.
Every time I lead activities like these, I find that grown-ups are grateful for the opportunity
to have a go at science themselves. I love helping church-based groups, in particular, to
reconnect with science and celebrate what they find. Science is not just for children and
professionals – it is for everyone to enjoy and explore the world God made.
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Faith in the Middle Ages
Continuing the story of the medieval Church in Lincolnshire
Any changes in the Church after 1066 were not immediate; at first
William the Conqueror found it useful to work with existing Saxon
bishops to gain acceptance of the new regime. Things changed after the
Saxons began to rebel; in this area Hereward, who had lands in South
Kesteven, caused William a major headache holding out in the Isle of
Ely. The Church, together with its secular counterpart the Castle, became William’s
mechanism for imposing control. Saxon bishops were replaced with Normans; at their head
was Archbishop Lanfranc who replaced the deposed Stigand. In 1067 Remigius became
bishop of Dorchester; in 1072 he transferred his see to Lincoln where he began work on
building a cathedral ‘fit to be the mother church of the diocese’. Lincoln was comprised of
seven archdeaconries: Lincoln, Leicester, Huntingdon, Bedford, Buckingham, Northampton
and Oxford. In the early twelfth century archdeaconries were further divided into
deaneries.
As Norman lords were installed in the counties, they built churches to serve the spiritual
needs of their families and tenants, replacing preaching crosses and wooden churches with
stone edifices. Only some churches (for example Baston and Bourne) are recorded in
Domesday Book; though the tower of Thurlby church dates from around 925 its
consecration was recorded in 1112 after a rebuild. Deeping St James was a new monastic
foundation in 1139, monasteries increasing from around 60 before 1066 to around 250 by
the first third of the twelfth century, and including new orders of Cluniac, Cistercians and
Augustinian canons. Churches and monasteries were endowed with globe lands to support
them, tithes and surplice fees replacing Anglo-Saxon church dues if church scot, soul scot
and plough scot.
A further consequence of the Norman Conquest was to strengthen contacts with Rome
(William had invaded England with the pope’s blessing). Decrees made in General Council
became laws binding on all the Church and enforceable in church courts with appeals to the
pope the ultimate authority. For example, Bishop Walter of Coutances received a letter
from the pope ordering him to appoint a ‘coadjutor’ with cure of souls in parishes where
the rector had contracted leprosy and couldn’t preside at communion without the risk of
infecting parishioners. The helper was to receive a suitable portion of the revenues of the
church. Other papal reforms such as clerical celibacy were harder to enforce in a England.
The chronicler Henry of Huntingdon (himself a married priest with a son who was a clerk)
succeeded his father as archdeacon of Huntingdon.
.
Sonia
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