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From the Vicar 
 
 

 
I recently read an article on Facebook (originally in the Church Times last July) about ‘mid-
sized’ churches.  These are defined as having worshipping 
communities * of between 20 and 60.  
 

What particularly interested me were the statistics in the main 
body of the article.  It suggested that a lot of people’s picture of 
the norm of the church is a vicar and about 100 people on a 
Sunday morning.  Wouldn’t that be nice!  However, there are 
around 5,000 churches in the C of E that fit this ‘mid-sized’ 
number.  The article stated that Arithmetic done by staff at 
Church House suggests that, if each of the 5000 mid-sized 
churches gained an extra five people, the Church of England’s 
decline would be reversed.  About 200,000 people worship in 
these churches, which serve a population of 16 million. 
 

Five extra people for us doesn’t sound much, does it?  It seems quite manageable.  Let’s not 
get too over-awed at the moment that this is about a 10% increase.  What might this mean 
to us? 
 

How might we grow by five members?  Research indicates that the most effective growth in 
local churches is not achieved by great mission events, or by designing events or liturgy 
specifically to ‘attract’ outsiders.  Rather, the most effective growth is by ordinary church 
members inviting people along to what the church does week in, week out – in other 
words, the ordinary life of the people of God. 
 

There are two important things to bear in mind, however.  First, we must have something 
of value to offer.  We will not be inclined to invite people to something that will embarrass 
us, something that they will get nothing from.  Do we really believe that worshipping at the 
Priory Church is a blessing?  If so, it helps if we identify and celebrate why this is.  More to 
the point, if it is not, why not?  
 

Have we got something worth inviting people to? 
 

The second thing to bear in mind is our common reluctance to invite people.  They might 
say “no”!  
 
 

* The “worshipping community” of a church is defined as anyone who attends that church regularly, for 
example at least once a month, or would do so if not prevented by illness, infirmity or temporary absence. 
 

(Continued on page 16) 
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In this Month’s Priory News … 
 
 
 

Dear Readers, 
 

My goodness!  Can you believe it?  Just a few 
months into her sabbatical and Sonia seems 
to have really let herself go with her choice 
of Saint this month – certainly one with a 
difference!  I wonder who she’ll find next 
time . . .  The tale she tells us this month is a 
bit grisly and we had a problem in looking for 
pictures of Saint Agatha: February’s Priory 
News could easily have become the first 
dubious issue had we chosen one of the 
more graphic depictions of early surgery 
using what appear to be fire tongs!  And she 
did push her luck a bit in her reference to the 
cherry decorated ice buns on Calendar Girls.  
Whatever next, I wonder?  Perhaps a little 
more sombre and less gory next time, Sonia! 
 

My especial thanks to all those who have 
responded to my request last Sunday by 
sending in further articles for this month’s 
magazine – we now have a remarkable 
twenty pages for you this month! 

 

John 

 

Margaret has come up with a very 
interesting recipe for this month, 
especially for someone like me who 
loves walnuts. 

Although I seem to remember taking the picture on the 
front cover I feel that all credit should go to Jan Fisk who 
designed and made the “stained glass” window which 
was for many years above the children’s corner. 
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Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them 
coming. Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be 
accompanied by authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We 
will not publish the names of children pictured unless specifically requested to 
do so by their parents or guardians. 
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860      priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
Please let us have your contributions for the February issue of Priory News BEFORE 
the deadline of Friday 21st February. Thank you. 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Reports, News & Dates For Your Diary 
 

 Mission Matters 
 
Nothing to report this month, but we should like to remind you about the’ Soup and 
Sandwich’ Lent lunches which start on February 27th  and will run throughout Lent on a 
Thursday between 12.00 and 1.30pm.  Please encourage any friends or neighbours to come 
and join us for soup and a sandwich in the Priory Church Community Hall, at a cost of £5.  
The proceeds will go to Mission Matter funds. 
 

Victoria  

 Plough Lunch 
 
On Sunday, 12th January, the social committee organized a Plough Lunch.  Thirty five 
members attended.  It was good to meet up and have a good chat.   After the event I 
handed £128.00 to Simon to help with Church expenses.  Thank you to all who helped on 
the day. 
 
Our next event will be the Pancake Party on Tuesday, 25th February at 6-30 pm.  The sign 
up list is at the back of church. Regards. 

Margaret 

 

 Forthcoming Concerts 
 
Our very own Choir will present a concert on 30th May 2020 – details will follow shortly, 
and the local folk group, Pennyless, will be paying a return visit with one of their very 
popular concerts on Saturday, 26th September.  Please be sure to put these dates in your 
diary. 
 

Victoria 

 
 

 Unwanted Items 
 
Baby Stairgate, approx 1 year old: Free to a good home. 
Contact Penny on 01778 347942 
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 Palm Crosses 
 
Last year we inadvertently forgot to put a request in the magazine for Palm Crosses to be 
returned for ashing in readiness for the Ash Wednesday service.  So, for this year’s service 
on February 26th please could we request that you return your Palm Crosses either on 
Sunday, February 16th or Sunday, February 23rd.  Thank you. 
 
 

Registers for December 
 

 
Baptisms: We welcome into the Lord's Family: 
 8th  Theodore Hansord, son of Stephen & Rachel 
   Sofie Hewitt, daughter of Martin & Laura 
 15th  Oliver Russell, son of Simon & Victoria 
 
Funerals: We commend to God’s keeping: 
 13th  Mike Collins 
  

 

Cooking with Margaret 
Beef, Beer and Walnut Casserole 

Ingredients 
 

1 oz butter 
1 – 2 oz of seasoned flour 
¼ pint stock 
1 onion, sliced 
Salt and pepper 
1 lb stewing steak, cubed 
¾ pint brown ale 
2 oz walnut halves 
1 tbs cooking oil 
Parsley to garnish 

Method 
 

Heat the oil and butter in a large pan and fry the onions 
for 5 minutes.  Dust the cubes of meat with seasoned 
flour, add to the onion and fry until browned.  Stir in 
any remaining flour. 
 
Add the brown ale and stock carefully and gradually 
bring to the boiler, stirring constantly.  Cover and 
simmer for abut one hour, add walnut halves and cook 
for another hour. 
 
Before serving sprinkle with lots of parsley =.  Serve 
with baked or mashed potatoes to soak up the strong, 
rich gravy, 



6 

 Saint of the month : 
5th February St Agatha 

 

St Agatha was born around 231 AD In Catania, Sicily.  At 
the age of fifteen she took a vow of virginity;  it did not 
however deter the Roman prefect Quintainius who 
wanted to marry her.  Agatha resisted his proposals so 
Quintainius, knowing she was a Christian and that the 
Emperor Decius had instigated a persecution, had her 
brought to trial at which he was the judge.  Quintainius 
thought she would give in once he threatened her with 
torture but Agatha prayed for strength to resist.  First 
Agatha was subjected to assaults and then she was tied 
to a rack, whipped and torched, and her breasts were cut 

off.  Finally she was sentenced to be burned at the stake but an earthquake intervened.  
While still in prison St Peter appeared to her and healed her.  She died in 251 AD. and was 
interred in a crypt at Catania. 
 
St Agatha continued to be remembered in the Book of Common Prayer after the 
Reformation and is one of seven women mentioned in the Roman canon of the mass.  She 
is the patron saint of rape victims, breast cancer patients and bellfounders. She is also 
appealed to by locals during eruptions of Mount Etna.  At her festival Sicilians serve iced 
fruit buns topped with a cherry - perhaps this was the inspiration for one of the months in 
the film ‘Calendar Girls’? 

Sonia 

 
 

 Lent Course – Mondays during March, 2.30pm and 7.30pm 
 
#LiveLent: Care for God's Creation is the Church of England's Lent Campaign for 2020.  It 
has been inspired and informed by the Archbishop of Canterbury's 2020 Lent Book, Saying 
Yes to Life by Ruth Valerio.  We will be using the book as the basis for the course.  This fits 
in very well with our Eco-church campaign – and sets our ecological concerns in a 
theological framework. 
 
Please sign the list at the back of church if you wish to attend, ticking which session is best 
for you.  Also please tick if you wish us to get any of the books – prices stated are 
maximum, we should be able to get a discount, especially if ordered in bulk.  (You may wish 
to order the course book in advance). 
 

(See next page for further details.) 
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 Lent Course – Mondays during March, 2.30pm and 7.30pm 
 

#LiveLent: Care for God's Creation is the Church of England's Lent Campaign for 2020. It has 
been inspired and informed by the Archbishop of Canterbury's 2020 Lent Book, Saying Yes to 
Life by Ruth Valerio. 
 

Books to consider: 
 

'Ruth Valerio’s book is perfect for individuals and groups to think, 
reflect, pray and be challenged together.' JUSTIN WELBY, from the 
Foreword 
Saying Yes to Life lifts our focus from natural, everyday concerns to 
issues that are impacting millions of lives around the world. As people 
made in the image of God, we are entrusted to look after what he has 
created: to share in God’s joy and ingenuity in making a difference for 
good. Ruth Valerio imaginatively draws on the Days of Creation 
(Genesis 1) in relating themes of light, water, land, the seasons, other 
creatures, humankind, Sabbath rest and resurrection hope to matters 
of environmental, ethical and social concern. 

 

Foundational to Saying Yes to Life is what it means to be human and, in particular, to be a 
follower of Jesus. Voices from around the world are heard throughout, and each chapter 
ends with discussion questions and a prayer to aid action and contemplation. 
 

(Adult version) 
During Lent Christians prepare to celebrate God's redemption of the 
world in Jesus at Easter. 
Live Lent: Care for God's Creation will help broaden your view of Christ's 
redeeming mission - a mission Christians are called to share. 
With weekly themes and prayers shaped around the first Genesis 
account of creation, it explores the urgent need for humans to value and 
protect the abundance God has created. 
For each day of Lent it offers a Bible reading, a short reflection and an 
action to help you live in greater harmony with God, neighbour and 
nature. 
 

 
 

(Children’s version) 
God has given us a wonderful world to enjoy, but also to protect. 
#LiveLent: Care for God's Creation will help children and their families 
learn more about the amazing gift of God's creation and how we can care 
for it better. 
For the 40 days of Lent there is a daily challenge to help you honour and 
treasure the earth, plus weekly short prayers and Bible readings on 
creation themes. 

Mark 
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 Notes from the Organist   

 
For something completely 
different this month I thought I 
would do a little holiday 
reflection. My wife and I have just 
returned from a few days in 
Vienna, a place which be both 

love though we’ve never been in winter before. It’s certainly one 

of the best cities to visit, stunning architecture, 
easy transport, excellent food (and beer) and the 
Vienna woods just a tram ride away. It’s a real 
cultural capital, as demonstrated in the cemetery 
where Mozart, Brahms, Beethoven, Strauss and a 
number of other musical greats are buried within 
chatting distance of each other. St Stephen’s 
cathedral is particularly worth a visit, and on this 
occasion they were working on voicing the Grand 
Organ which has been undergoing restoration. 
The process will take months and involves a lot of 
strange squeaks, honks and squawks, but I did 
hear a few musical notes among them! 
 
Being somewhere ‘foreign’ but also familiar tends 
to throw up a lot of interesting comparisons, and 
thoughts about why we do things the way we do 
rather than some other way. It shows how many 

choices we make in life, and also how easily we come to regard the results of our previous 
choices as the natural and only way of doing things when this may be far from the case. 
 
Simply going for a walk in the countryside in different nations can be quite an interesting 
reflection of different attitudes and perhaps even national characteristics. Walking up a hill 
in UK has a whiff of boarding school masochism about it. You have to take with you what 
you need for the day. If you sink up to your knees in bog, tough luck. Although we are as 
capable as any other nation of erecting helpful signposts, we often choose not to, especially 
when they would be most useful. Instead we prefer to wave off our valiant souls 
accompanied by dire warnings to check map and compass lest they lose their bearings on 
the way. Rather like the conquest of Everest, success is considered achieved not on 
reaching the top, but only when we return alive to the car park. We know this because the 
pub is invariably at the bottom, not the top, and is the reward for the tribulations of the day 
provided we make it down before the kitchen closes. The whole experience is sometimes 
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well summed up in the words of my wife when I grumble that our holiday plans risk 
crossing the line into self-inflicted torture, “It’s not all about the pleasure!” 
 
The Austrians have a slightly different approach. One senses 
they expect a fairly significant degree of fitness in the 
average person, but at the same time they clearly consider a 
well organised society should make exercise as painless as 
possible. Paths are well kept and not only well signposted, 
but colour-coded often with rings on every fourth tree just 
to be sure that we stick to the plan. Interestingly the 
signposts rarely give distance, as they do in UK, instead they 
give walking time to the given waypoint. On the face of it a 
rather vague measure, but probably a more useful one in 
reality. At the top of most trails we find not a barely 
satisfactory windbreak and some sheep, as at home, but 
usually a viewing tower and a mountain hut. If you haven’t 
experienced one of these mountain huts you may be 
visualising something akin to what we would call a burger 
van. But no, we are talking about anything from a well 
stocked café to a fully fledged sit down restaurant. No eating 
out of a rucksack here! It means one can sidle thorough the 
woods carrying almost nothing, have a nice meal and walk home again, how very civilised. 
Oh, and if the hill is a big one it’s perfectly acceptable to take the often present cable car or 
tramway. In fact it’s more or less expected, after all why would you bother with the boring 
slog when technology can deposit you into the target zone full of energy and with the 
whole day to explore? Back at home it’s a bit trickier. Well usually not, as mechanical 
assistance is rarely an option. But when it is, it creates a divide. The old and the lazy on the 
tram, the young and the lunatic on foot. If you’ve ever been somewhere like Snowdon, 
which has a tramway and a footpath largely side by side, you will know that pitying looks 
are exchanged between the riders and walkers. However the direction of the pity depends 
very much upon the prevailing weather at the time! 

Chris 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY 2020 
 

2nd SUNDAY PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE (CANDLEMAS) 

   9.00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10.00 am First Sunday Praise with Baptism of Jasper Ernest King 
   6.00 pm  Choral Evensong 
 

3rd Monday Anskar, Archbishop of Hamburg, 865 
 

4th Tuesday Gilbert of Sempringham, Founder of the Gilbertine Order, 1189 
 

5th Wednesday Agatha, Martyr at Catania, 250 
   9.30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7.30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

6th Thursday 9.30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10.30 am Home Communions 
   2.00 pm  Holy Communion at Braeburn Lodge 
   7.30 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Chair Pilates/Keep Fit 
   7.30 pm  Children’s Ministry Group meets 
 

7th Friday  5.30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6.45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7.30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

9th SUNDAY THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 

   9.50 am  Junior Church    
   10.00 am Sung Communion with Prayers for Healing 
 

10th Monday 6.00 pm  Eco-church meeting 
 

11th Tuesday 9.0 am  Deanery Clergy Chapter 
 

12th Wednesday 9.30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7.30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

13th Thursday 9.30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
 

14th Friday  Cyril and Methodius, Missionaries to the Slavs, 869 & 885 
   5.30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6.45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7.30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

16th SUNDAY SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 

   10.00 am Family Communion 
 

17th Monday Janani Luwum, Archbishop of Uganda, Martyr, 1977 
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19th Wednesday 9.30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7.30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 
20th Thursday 9.30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   7.30 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Town & Country Law 
 
 
21st Friday  5.30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6.45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7.30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

23rd SUNDAY SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT 

   10.00 am Sung Communion 
   11.30 am ‘Friends of Priory Church’ discussion meeting 
 

25th Tuesday 6.30 pm  Pancake Party 
 

26th Wednesday ASH WEDNESDAY 
   9.330 am Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7.30 pm  Sung Communion with the Imposition of Ashes 
 

27th Thursday George Herbert, Priest, Poet, 1633 
   9.30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   12.00 noon Mission Matters Lent Lunch 
   7.30 pm  Deanery Synod at the Priory Church 
 

28th Friday  5.30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6.45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7.30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

29th Saturday 12.00 noon Churches Together Lent Lunch at the Priory Church 
 

March 
 

1st SUNDAY FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT (ST DAVID)  

   9.00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10.00 am First Sunday Praise 
   6.00 pm  Choral Evensong 
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 George Herbert : (3 April 1593 – 1 March 1633) 
 
George Herbert is commemorated by the Church of England 

on 27th February. 
 
Wikipedia notes that Herbert . . ‘was a Welsh-born poet, 
orator, and priest of the Church of England.  His poetry is 
associated with the writings of the metaphysical poets, and 
he is recognised as "one of the foremost British devotional 
lyricists."  He was born into an artistic and wealthy family… 
He received a good education that led to his admission to 
Trinity College, Cambridge in 1609.  He went there with the 
intention of becoming a priest, but he became the 
University's Public Orator and attracted the attention of King 
James I.  He served in the Parliament of England in 1624 and briefly in 1625. 
 
After the death of King James, Herbert renewed his interest in ordination.  He gave up his 
secular ambitions in his mid-thirties and took holy orders in the Church of England, spending 
the rest of his life as the rector of the little parish of St Andrew's Church, Lower Bemerton, 
Salisbury.  He was noted for unfailing care for his parishioners, bringing the sacraments to 
them when they were ill and providing food and clothing for those in need.  Henry Vaughan 
called him "a most glorious saint and seer".  He was never a healthy man and died of 
consumption at age 39.’ 
 
It is said that his congregation, busy working in the fields, would hear the ring of the church 
bell, and know that parson was praying for them.  
 
As well as his poetry, many of Herbert’s writings were collected in a book called A Priest to 
the Temple – wonderful advice to any priest, but very hard to live up to!  A reaction to this 
was written a few years ago by Justin Lewis-Anthony, titled ‘If you meet George Herbert on 
the road, kill him:  Radically Re-Thinking Priestly Ministry’!  
 
Three of his most famous poems have been adopted as hymns:  The Elixir as ‘Teach me, my 
God and King’;  Praise II as ‘King of glory, King of peace’; and Antiphon I as ‘Let all the world 
in ev’ry corner sing’. 
 
And another of his poems is an inspiration for one of our prayers before communion: 
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Love (III)  
 

Love bade me welcome. Yet my soul drew back  
Guilty of dust and sin. 
But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack  
From my first entrance in, 
Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning, 
If I lacked any thing. 
 
A guest, I answered, worthy to be here: 
Love said, You shall be he. 
I the unkind, ungrateful? Ah my dear, 
I cannot look on thee. 
Love took my hand, and smiling did reply, 
Who made the eyes but I? 
 

Truth Lord, but I have marred them: let my shame 
Go where it doth deserve. 
And know you not, says Love, who bore the blame? 
My dear, then I will serve. 
You must sit down, says Love, and taste my meat: 
So I did sit and eat. 

 

And the prayer: 
 

Most merciful Lord, 
your love compels us to come in. 
Our hands were unclean, 
our hearts were unprepared; 
we were not fit 
even to eat the crumbs from under your table. 
But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation, 
and share your bread with sinners. 
So cleanse and feed us 
with the precious body and blood of your Son, 
that he may live in us and we in him; 
and that we, with the whole company of Christ, 
may sit and eat in your kingdom. 
Amen. 

© Archbishops’ Council 2000 
 

Mark 
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 A Lincolnshire hero: Captain Matthew Flinders (1774-1814) 
 

If you ever visit Australia you will find everywhere monuments to 
and places named after Matthew Flinders who was born at the 
little town of Donington not far from Spalding. 
 

Matthew’s family were local surgeons and apothecaries and 
Matthew received a good education, his father hoping he would 
follow in their footsteps and become a doctor.  At school he 
excelled in mathematics and trigonometry, subjects which would 
later stand him in good stead.  At fifteen he decided the life of a 
country doctor was not for him.  Donington had contacts with the 
Royal Navy being the centre of the hemp and flax trade which 
provided ropes and sails for the navy.  Matthew had also read 
Robinson Crusoe which inspired him to go to sea.  His father was 
angry at the change of career but relented and Matthew began in 
1789 as a lieutenant’s servant. 
 

From 1791 to 1793 Matthew served with the infamous Captain 
Bligh (his next ship after The Bounty) sailing between Tahiti and 
Jamaica.  In 1795 he made his first trip to Port Jackson (Sydney 
harbour) where his skills as a navigator and cartographer were 
apparent.  On the journey he became friendly with George Bass, 
the ship’s surgeon, who was a near neighbour from Aswarby, 
Lincolnshire.  In 1798 Matthew, now a lieutenant himself, was 
given command of The Norfolk, with orders to sail south of the 
Funeaux islands and if he found a strait, to sail through it.  The 
strait, between Australia and Tasmania, he named Bass Strait, and 

the largest island in it, Flinders island. 
 

In 1800 he returned to an England where his work had come to the attention of Sir Joseph 
Banks.  Sir Joseph used his influence to persuade the Admiralty to sponsor an expedition to 
chart the coastline of New Holland (Australia).  In 1891 Matthew was given command of 
HMS Investigator and set sail.  Before leaving he had married his sweetheart, Ann 
Chappelle, hoping to take her with him;  however the Admiralty forbade it and they would 
not see each other again for the next nine years. 
 

Aboard the Investigator sailing down the west and then the south coasts of Australia he 
arrived in Sydney in 1802.  He then sailed north to Queensland and on passing through the 
Torres Strait to the gulf of Carpenteria.  There the ship was found to be leaking so he 
returned to Sydney obtaining a passage on a ship bound for England.  Unfortunately the 
ship was wrecked on the Barrier Reef so returning to Sydney once more he took command 
of the schooner HMS Cumberland.  In 1803 the condition of the vessel forced him to put 
into Mauritius, then controlled by the French.  here he was detained until 1810 when the 
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Royal Navy blockaded the island.  He had however managed to send his map of ‘Terra 
Australia’ back to England. 
 

Returning to England he began work on the book of his voyage and atlas of maps.  Reunited 
with Ann, she gave birth to their daughter in 1812.  Matthew contracted kidney disease and 
died in July 1814.  He was buried in the churchyard of St James, Piccadilly, near their 
London home.  In 1853 the ground ceased to be used for burials and became gardens which 
were later closed when Euston Station was expanded.  In January 2019, as work on the HS2 
project was ongoing, his coffin with a clearly identifiable lead plate was found.  The British 
Australian Society, Flinders descendants and other interested parties then campaigned for 
his remains to be brought back to Donington church where his relatives are interred.  It is 
hoped that this will take place once osteo- archaeologists have finished their examinations. 
 

In Donington church you can see an exhibition of Matthew’s voyages and photographs of 
monuments to him in Australia.  There is also a beautiful window depicting Matthew, Sir 
Joseph Banks and George Bass.  In the Market Place there is also a statue of Matthew and 
his cat Trim, his faithful companion for seven years on his voyages. The church itself is well 
worth a visit; it too had a graveside shelter- though perhaps not quite as ornate as the one 
in the Priory Church. 

Sonia 

 
 
We are pleased to include a couple of poems from the late Betty 
Mates.   

 

John Clare 
 
The sweetest sound among the trees 
Still echoes through the wood. 
His joyous praise of Nature’s ways 
So much he understood. 
 
A humble country lad by birth, 
He shared a union with the earth. 
Springtime Primrose, Autumn Flame, 
He loved each season as it came. 

 
 Thoughts 
 
When cities disappoint and inspiration dies, 
Raise your head, and watch the panorama of the skies. 
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 From the Vicar  (continued from page 1) 

 

Our society has lost the ability to be rejected.  If someone says “no” to our invitation, it 
might mean that they can’t come that day… or that they don’t think church is ‘their thing’… 
or that they are nervous about crossing the threshold… It does not mean that they are 
rejecting us.  Neither does it mean that our friendship will be irrevocably damaged by 
making the invitation. 
 
One more thing that we need to consider is our motivation for desiring growth.  In last 
month’s magazine, we shared some of the financial issues faced by the diocese, which are 
also reflected in our own financial situation.  If we have the view that that more members 
equals more money then our motivation is conditional, and the overwhelming free and 
generous love of God is compromised.  New members are not cash cows.  Rather, we want 
to bring as many as possible into God’s family to share with them the wonderful benefits 
that this life brings, that they too may know the transformative power of the love of God in 
their lives. 
 
A final thought from the Bishop of Leeds, the Rt Revd Nick Baines:  “If one person joins our 
church, it’s not that they have joined, it’s that we together are now a different church.  I 
had to get people to see that what they actually wanted was the church to be bigger, but 
the same.”  But when someone comes into our personal family life, say becomes the 
partner of our child, we do not suddenly expect them to be clones of us.  Rather, we cherish 
the difference and new perspective that they bring. 
 
So, here’s my challenge for the year – for each one of us to invite someone new to the 
church.  Please note, this is not an expectation that everyone brings someone else (though 
that would be wonderful – miraculous even!).  Just prayerfully offer the invitation… and 
leave the rest to God. 
 

Revd Mark 

 

 Music for a While 
 
I am planning another in our series “Music for a While”, so please make a note of the date:  
Thursday February 27th at 2.30 pm in our barn.  (Please note the slightly later time to give 
you time to enjoy the first of this year’s Soup and Sandwich lunches between 12 o’clock and 
half past one.) I am delighted that our Vicar, Mark, has agreed to present the music for the 
afternoon and as usual we shall provide a cup of tea and a slice of cake afterwards.  Again, 
we do need to have an idea of how many people to expect so please give us a call on 01778 
343860 if you intend to join us. 

John 
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 Bringing the Bible up to date! 
 
Our thanks to Terry Noble for the following photograph of a church notice board (and I’ve 
just invested in my first Apple iPhone too!) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Terry goes on to say: 
 
“In the same vein, I recall outside a Methodist Church where I use to live in Luton, seeing a 
sign which proclained "JESUS SAVES".   Underneath this some wag had written "But Keegan 
Scores on the rebound".   The things people remember!.” 
 

 3rd Sunday Evening Prayers: 
 

Mark has devised a programme for the third Sunday evening prayers and it is likely to be as 
follows though there may be some changes: 
 
January  United Service 
February  Celtic 
March   Taizé 
April   Monastic - Benedictine 
May   ‘Alternative’ 
June   Taizé 
July   Wild Goose 
August   Monastic - Franciscan 
September  Taizé 
October  Celtic 
November  Other Anglican Communion 
December        ‘Blue Christmas’ 
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 Word Search 
 
We were very disappointed that there were no solutions sent in for last month’s Word Search 
so we’ve decided to try again this month.  Of course this does have the advantage as far as you 
are concerned that there will be a roll-over from last month making the prize for this month’s 
first received solution a staggering, though not quite life-changing, £4.00!  Entries please to 
priorynews@dsj.org.uk before Wednesday, 19th February. (Payout via Securicor with optional 
picture in next month’s Priory News!  Tick here   for anonymity).  
 

  

 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Servers 
 9:00am 10:00am 6:00pm 

2nd Geoff Paul Simon 

9th - Chris & Simon - 

16th - Nick & Paul - 

23rd - John & Chris - 

26th (Ash Wed 7.30 pm) - - Simon & John 

March 1st Geoff Paul John 

 
Sidesmen 

2nd F Val Wilde & Margaret Merchant 

9th A Jane Thompson, Adrian Hallam, Sandra Childs 

16th B Liz Bridgeman, Chris Pearce & Ann Meekings 

26th (Ash Wed 7.30 pm) - TBA 

March 1st C Tim Hitchbourn & Christine Masters 

 
 

Readings and Readers for February 
 1st Reading 1st Reader 2nd Reading 2nd Reader Gospel 

2nd 

PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE (Candlemas) 

9.00 
am 

Malachi 3: 
1-5 

John 
Worthington 

Hebrews 2: 
14-end 

John 
Worthington 

Luke 2: 
22-40 

10.00 
am 

Luke 2: 
22-40 

Adrian 
Hallam 

First Sunday Praise 

9th 

THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE LENT (Proper 1) 

10.00 
am 

Isaiah 58: 
1-9a 

Jane 
Thompson 

1 Corinthians 2: 
1-16 

Lisa 
Goodchild 

Matthew 5: 
13-20 

16th 

SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 

10.00 
am 

Family Communion 
Romans 8: 

18-25 
Vicky 

Billyard 
Matthew 6: 

25-34 

23rd 

SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT 

10.00 
am 

Exodus 24: 
12-18 

Ted 
Fisk 

2 Peter 1: 
16-21 

Helen 
Williams 

Matthew 17: 
1-9 

26th 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

7.30 
pm 

Joel 2: 
1-2, 12-17 

Ann 
Bennett 

2 Corinthians 5: 
20b-6:10 

Jo 
Astle 

John 8: 
1-11 

Mar 
1st 

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

9.00 
am 

Genesis 2: 
15-17; 3:1-7 

Caroline 
Herron 

Romans 5: 
12-19 

Caroline 
Herron 

Matthew 4: 
1-11 

10.00 
am 

Matthew 4: 
1-11 

Matt 
Billyard 

First Sunday Praise 
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Intercessions 
 9.00 am 10.00 am 7.30 pm 

2nd Mark Jo Astle - 

9th - Nick Drewett - 

16th - Niccy Fisher - 

26th (Ash Wed 7.30 pm) - - n/a 

March 1st Mark Tony Masters - 

 
 
    Bread and Wine                 Coffee 

2nd John & Victoria Worthington Jan & Tanwen Fisk 
9th Joy Cunningham & Carole Mills Val Wilde & Margaret Merchant 

16th John & Victoria Worthington John & Victoria Worthington 
26th (Ash Wed) Val Wilde & Margaret Merchant - 

March 1st (9 am) Caroline Herron & Simon Marshall Johanna Jones & Jill Ironside 

 
 
   Flowers         Cleaning 

Feb 2nd 
Joan Dyke Jan 27th-Feb 9th 

Josie Waghorn & 
Joy Cunningham 

9th Vacant 
10th-23rd Pat Feek 

16th Carole Mills 

March 1st Lent 24th-March 8th Catharine Boswall 

 

 

 Fun and Games on the River 
 
My Grandson and his friend came for dinner one 
evening last week.  They decided to play football.  I 
put some lights on which improved the area a little.  
The river Welland runs at the back of the garden.  Not 
surprisingly, the ball went into the river causing much 
distress.  The ball had been a Christmas present.  I 
tried reassurance, saying that I would go hunting for 
the ball the next day, but it was small consolation.  
 
True to my promise, the next day I went down to Low 
Locks, with the intention of walking along the bank to see it had got caught up in the reeds.  
As I turned to go onto the bridge, to my great surprise and delight, I got sight of the ball.  It 
had got caught up in some sludge, very close to the waterfall.  The boys came with me after 
school and we managed to retrieve the ball.  All’s well that ends well. 
 

Josie Waghorn 


