0

Letter
from the Vicarage
A few years ago the Church Times carried a cartoon in its St
Gargoyles series that marked the change in season from Epiphany
to Lent – the point we know as Candlemas, at the beginning of
February. It showed the parish curate holding open a large
cardboard box, into which shuffled an assortment of small wise
men and other crib figures. The caption shown was “It was back
into the box in the cupboard for another year”. And so it is that we
say goodbye to the final remnants of the Christmas and Epiphany
season and turn resolutely to face the Lenten journey that will
take us to Easter.
Yet I hope we don’t entirely lose everything that has gone into our celebrations. Those gifts
of the magi should accompany us to the cross: but it depends how we view them as to how
helpful they are. Take myrrh, for example: on the one hand it is associated with bitterness
and grief, with burial and loss. But on the other hand, myrrh is a balm, a soothing and
healing substance. How will this church cope with losing its vicar? Will it be a matter of
bitterness, which is carried with us with clenched teeth? Or is there a healing and comfort
that can be had through ministering to each other and growing stronger in commitment?
Then there is frankincense: the holiness that we each carry within us. Our commitment to
worship and discipleship isn’t something to pack away until a new vicar arrives, but
something to release and enjoy as people discover new gifts. Finally, there is the gold of our
innermost being. Don’t let’s save it for a rainy day – let’s pour it out recklessly, in acts of
service and joyfulness. Now isn’t a time to hoard our very real treasures: this is a church
which is rich in kindness, willingness, creativity, skills, perseverance and grace. Forget the
“back into the cupboard” approach – every act of kindness and encouragement is a
signpost to others showing why we are Christians, why church matters, why God trusts us
to carry on his work, wherever we may find ourselves.
And so to Lent. It is customary to give things up for Lent, and this year we are making it easy
to create light-hearted community by having the Lent Bake-Off. Do join in: you will find that
the sermons each week are related to the theme brought out in the Bake-Off dish we
prepare. So the first week is on the theme of temptation, and remembering the original sin
when Eve ate the apple, we are baking apple frangipane to taste. The recipes will be in
church each week, so do have a go! And don’t forget to vote for the best one after the
service!
I wish you a filling (and fulfilling) Lent and a Holy Easter,
Revd Sue
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I am sure we all felt rather stunned by Revd
Sue’s surprise announcement that she and
Charles will be leaving us soon after Easter.
Whilst Spring and Easter always bring with
them hope and a sense of new life and new
beginnings, until her recent ‘bombshell’, as she
calls it, I’m sure none of us were thinking of
quite this kind of a ‘new beginning’ for any of
us. But, as the saying goes, “our loss is
Whippingham with East Cowes’ gain” and I’m
sure we all wish her and Charles all the very
best in their new life. It remains to be seen just
what God has in mind for our Parish’s next
phase but I feel sure that with prayer his plan
for us will become clear. What we must do is
to remain “faithful to our calling” and also pull
together. Meanwhile, “the show must go on”
as we think ahead to our next parish events
which include almost immediately the Rutland
Big Band concert on 11th February, the
pancake party on the 13th, “Priory’s Got
Talent” on the 17th and, much further ahead,
the Rose and Sweet Pea Show in June for which
planning has already begun. I have the wrong
coloured fingers, but I am reliably informed
that it’s around now that seeds should be sown and plants started in time for the Show.
John
We have looked back in the archive for Can a church building be ‘photogenic’? I think so, as many of John
one of Margaret’s timeless recipes for Marsh’s views of the Priory seem to show. His picture on this
pancakes this month owing to a month’s cover is a particular favourite of mine and with the
‘technical hitch’.
promise of snow to come (?) is topical for this time of year.
Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them coming.
Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be accompanied by
authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We will not publish the
names of children pictured unless specifically requested to do so by their
parents or guardians.
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860

priorynews@dsj.org.uk

Please let us have your contributions for the March issue of Priory News BEFORE the 3
deadline of Monday, 19th February. Thank you.

Reports, News & Dates For Your Diary
 Music for a While
Those who came to enjoy an afternoon’s music on January 18th were not disappointed
when Philip Astle presented his choice of music at the latest ‘Music for a While’ entitled
‘Water music but not that one!’.
I had not anticipated that his choice would be so wide ranging, but Philip is a master of
themed programme planning and this was full of surprises, starting with a Sea Shanty. The
programme then proceeded through military band music, vocal music, orchestral music,
even Steeleye Span. His choice concluded with Vltava by Smetana. All was accompanied by
lively anecdotes and snippets of information which made for a very entertaining afternoon.
Thanks to Philip and also to members of the audience who contributed the cakes.
The next Music for While will be on February 27th at 2.30pm when we shall be able to
‘Meet the Composer’. Philip Spratley will be able to answer your questions on the life of a
composer and we hope to hear some of his music as well. As usual, please let us know a
few days before if you intend to come (343860) – we wouldn’t like you to miss the cup of
tea!
Victoria


Mission Matters

LENT will soon be here again, and we shall be holding our 'Soup and Sandwich' lunches
every Thursday, from February 15th through to March 22nd. We should love to welcome
you to the Church Hall on Thursdays, to sample the soup, and for a chat, anytime between
12.00pm and 1.30pm. Please encourage your friends and relatives to come too..... the
more customers we serve the better, as any profit made will go towards Mission Matters'
funds for distribution to various charities.
This is some of the feedback we have had from charities which we supported in 2017.
The Leprosy Mission We gave two donations last year
specifically for the Purulia Hospital in India and I have
just heard from Veronica Welham who came as a guest
speaker last year. To quote from her email...'We have
the most wonderful news! Our Lord continues to hold
the Leprosy Mission Close to His heart.
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The £300,000 appeal to rebuild the Outpatients
Department at Purulia hospital was exceeded, and the
'ground breaking ' ceremony took place last November.
I should like to thank everyone in your Fellowship who
contributed...'
The Church Urban Fund We received this letter last
May.
'Thank you so much for your recent gift from the congregation of Deeping (St James
Priory) I wanted to share Steve's story of how your gift can turn a life around.' The writer
goes on to describe how Steve became homeless after his father had died and how a
church-based project supported by the Church Urban Fund had helped him 'back on his
feet.'
Stronger Together We regularly send a
donation to ’Stronger Together’ at
Christmas , and at other times , when
funds allow. The following is an extract
from a letter of thanks which we
received.
‘We normally see between 40 and 50
attend the project on a Saturday and
we are the only charity that feed the
homeless in Peterborough on a
Saturday evening. It is only with kind
donations that we as a project can
survive and continue to support the
homeless on a Saturday evening as we
have no funding as such.’
These are just three examples of how the money you give when supporting our various
events, is used. Thank you. We hope you will continue to support us in our fund raising
efforts during 2018.
Victoria

 Lest We Forget
In commemoration of the 100th Anniversary of the end
of the First World War, Mission Matters would like to
raise money for the Royal British Legion/Help for
Heroes.
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We thought it would be a wonderful idea to create our own ‘wall’ of poppies (remember
the Tower of London?). The poppies will be displayed by the War Memorial at the back of
Church. Volunteers to knit (or crochet) would be really welcome - we will supply the
patterns and wool. After the service the poppies will be sold to raise funds.
Enquiries to Penny.
Penny

Deepings Churches Together News
At our recent AGM Lisa Hughes, our chairman, reflected on an eventful 2017 for Deepings
Churches Together, the highlights of which were the production of the Easter Story Audio
CD (still on sale at the back of the church for a suggested donation of £2.50), the 24/7
Prayer Room in May and the Christmas Market stall.
We also had a stall at the Raft Race in August and for the first time held a service on the
Boundary Green.
However, to remain effective we were challenged to improve on communication and
publicity and to keep what we do simple.
Lent lunches will be hosted by:
The Methodist Church on Saturday February 17th
St Guthlac’s Church on Saturday February 24th
Open Door Church on Saturday March 3rd
The Roman Catholic Church on Saturday March 10th
The Priory Church on Saturday March 17th
We hope that there will be a good support for these lunches which are always good value.
The Easter Story will also be on sale.
Other events are planned but I will let you know about them as they come up.
Kate

 Music at The Priory
Don’t forget the first of our concerts in this year’s series, “Music at The Priory”, which will
be held on Sunday, 11th February, beginning at 3.00 pm in the Priory Church when the
Rutland Big Band will present a programme entitled “Aspects of Love”. Tickets at £10,
including refreshments, can be obtained from Victoria (343860) or at the door on the day.
Details of other concerts planned in the series appear elsewhere in this issue.
Victoria
6

 What’s in a Big Band?
These days the line-up of instruments in a “Big Band” will usually consist of Saxophones,
Trumpets, Trombones, Drums, Rhythm Guitar, Piano and/ or Electric Keyboard and either
String Bass or Electric Bass Guitar. To these may be added other instruments on which
players ‘double’, such as clarinet or flute and there may also be vocalists. However many
variants exist which still use the name, “Big Band”. Famous bands include those of Benny
Goodman, Glen Miller and others.
John

 Priory’s Got Talent
We are looking for people to take part in “Priory’s Got Talent” which starts at 6.30 pm on
Saturday 17th February. We have judges and there are prizes to be won. It you think that
you would like to be a part of this then please contact Ted (fiskted@gmail.com) . Tickets are
£3 on the door. All proceeds to go to the church hall.
Ted

 Welcome to the Priory Bake-Off 2018!
Priory Church are doing Lent with a difference this year! On this
page you will find reference to recipes for each of the six weeks of
Lent, based on Mary Berry’s BBCTV series Easter Feast. The idea is
that you bake the dish of the week and bring it along to Priory
Church on the Sunday morning before 10.00 am. We then have a
service and afterwards the congregation is invited to taste each dish
and vote for the best. The winner each week will get a small reward.
While we would love you to stay for the service, we understand that
some of you might prefer to come back afterwards at 11.00 am.
That is fine – we just want you to have some fun and enjoy the event. But so that you know
what sort of things the services are, they are as follows:
18th February – Family Communion. Lasts just under the hour, family friendly, and the
children usually help out if they would like to.
25th February – Sung Communion with our choir. We can provide children’s worksheets
and colouring in the children’s corner if needed.
4th March – First Sunday Praise, with our music group. Very informal, shorter service with
modern music that you will probably know. The tasting this week will be nearer to 10.45
than 11.00.
11th March – Mothering Sunday. Family Communion again, as 18th February
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18th March – Sung Communion, and the children have Junior Church in the hall at the
same time.
25th March – Palm Sunday – and those donkeys will be leading the procession round to
church. This week the service will start on the green at 9.50 instead of 10.00.
Anyone is welcome to join in, for as many or few sessions as you like, and you don’t have to
receive communion if you are not used to the idea. Wear whatever you want to church,
just be comfortable. The most important rule is that there is no sneaky tasting of the dishes
before the end of the service!!

How to join in:
Use the following link to locate the recipes:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/programmes/b01rlxfn
Copy and paste the recipe(s) below that you fancy trying and come along! If there are lots
of children entering we will judge in two categories, but otherwise it will be a simple
process of putting a coloured sticker on the entry you like best. Perhaps we shouldn’t call it
a Bake-Off – nobody gets eliminated, but someone will be a winner each week!
18th February
25th February
4th March
11th March
18th March
25th March

Week 1:
Week 2:
Week 3:
Week 4:
Week 5:
Week 6:

Apple frangipane tart
Cardamom and white chocolate sponge
Mary Berry’s Easter biscuits
Mary Berry's simnel cake
Mary Berry's hot cross buns
Easter Men

Alternatively, you may pick up a copy of the appropriate recipe(s) from the back of church.
Revd Sue

So near yet so far! Sue has almost reached the
end of the alphabet with her fascinating series
of articles. Perhaps, if enough of us plead with
her, she might be persuaded to write a
combined article for ‘X, Y and Z’ next month.to
complete the series. (?) Over to you, Sue…

W is for….Wisdom
Here are a couple of quotations for you to identify:
“Of making many books there is no end, and much study wearies the body.”
"This writing business. Pencils and whatnot. Overrated, if you ask me."
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The first of those quotations comes from the end of Ecclesiastes, when the Teacher,
apparently exhausted by his efforts to impart some sort of knowledge to his reader, lays
down his pen and gives it all up as a bad job. There is an air of weariness about him that is
echoed by the second writer, A.A. Milne. It is, of course, Eeyore who is speaking. They are
about to lose Christopher Robin off to school, and the days of the Forest are numbered.
All too often in today’s world, education and scholarship is equated with wisdom: hence the
drive to send as many people to university as possible, and the constant sense that if one is
not academic one has no value. And of course academic prowess has its place: but it isn’t
the same as wisdom. It is only one possible aspect. The wisdom that comes from God,
which the writer of Proverbs claims existed even before creation, is a personified being, an
attribute of God himself. It is clear from Proverbs that this wisdom is to be desired - in
direct contrast to her opposite number, Stupidity, who crops up briefly in the following
chapter.
It is this very wisdom, the wisdom of God, that Eve longs for in the Garden of Eden. Eve is a
woman of courage and intelligence, with an enquiring mind. She believes that logically the
fruit must be of value, or it wouldn’t be prohibited. She wants to believe that eating it will
give her all that the serpent promises, and that she will become as wise as God himself. But
look what actually happens when she tries to snatch at wisdom: the only thing she comes
to understand is that she hasn’t got any clothes on. Talk about an embarrassing anti-climax!
Wisdom, it turns out, is not something to be seized: it is a gift that passes our
understanding. The wisdom of God is nothing like the wisdom of mere human beings.
St Paul had quite a lot to say on that subject: the church at Corinth had to learn that “to
those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ is the power of God and the wisdom
of God.” And he went on to say, blightingly, that “God’s foolishness is wiser than human
wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.”
If you look at the whole story of Christ’s incarnation, his subsequent ministry, the choices
he made and the whole miracle of the cross, it hardly looks like a wise plan. Born of a young
teenage mother, whose pregnancy made her a social outcast, living his early childhood as a
refugee, growing up in a small village, choosing poor uneducated disciples, constantly
clashing with the leaders both of his faith community and of the Romans who were in
charge….ending up dying a criminal’s death, with his friends scattered, and not even having
a proper burial: none of that looks like a wise plan to save the world. Only with hindsight do
we begin to understand that through God’s apparent foolishness the course of humanity
was altered for ever and the kingdom of God was set in motion. Only with hindsight do we
begin to understand that “The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom” – not fear as in
terror, but fear as in awe and reverence, leading us to mould our lives (as did Jesus) to the
will of our loving heavenly Father. Leading us, in fact, to deny ourselves, take up our cross
and follow Jesus.
Rev Sue
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 A note from Sue…
I just wanted to say something about my forthcoming move, and the first thing that springs
to mind is how lovely you have all been about this bombshell. I can honestly say I did not
know how loved I was until now. The decision has been difficult, not least because Charles
and I have not been here so very long, but family circumstances have proved a key factor. I
know we leave many friends behind as we head down south to Whippingham with East
Cowes, on the Isle of Wight.
Whippingham is a smallish village and most famous for having the church that was built for
Queen Victoria by Prince Albert. It has a huge touristism ministry and runs a café to cope
with the coachloads of summer visitors. It has a cosy feel to it and a regular congregation of
around 40 out of season. It is dedicated to St Mildred, an 8th century Anglo-Saxon Abbess.
The other church for which I am responsible, St James (again!) is in downtown East Cowes.
Its congregation is of similar size to the Priory, and being next door to Cowes also has a fair
amount of visitors. There is a lot of social outreach, but as yet not much music – so far as I
can tell!
Music does abound on the island, though, and the mainland is only 10 minutes away by
either the hovercraft or the catamaran. With a son and prospective daughter-in-law living
on the south coast, we hope to be much nearer to family than we currently are.
This is a tremendous leap of faith, however, for both of us, after over 35 years in the
Midlands. And it is also a leap of faith for the Priory, facing yet another interregnum. I pray
that it will be a short one this time, and that the various new directions we have taken
together can be maintained so that the church continues to offer a mixed economy of
services, a splendid concert venue, a fine choral tradition and some wonderful social events
to help people “bed in” to the faith community. But above all I pray that you will continue
to grow in faith and depth of discipleship on this next phase of your spiritual journey. Bless
you all!
Rev Sue

(Whippingham with East Cowes is
situated just west of the northernmost
point of the Isle of Wight. [See map on
the left] – Ed.)
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 Errol and Me
One Saturday most months I escape to Sacrewell Farm to
indulge in a day of woodcarving. I am lucky enough to be
taught by a superb carver, Mr Glyn Mould. I have been carving
for about 10 years and have learned a great deal about the
different qualities of wood, the history of carving and the tools
of the trade. I have bought most of my chisels second hand as,
since the second world war, there are fewer makers and the
range of carving tools has reduced. Carving on furniture was
traditionally used to show prosperity. The more ornate the
better. After the wars furniture became more utilitarian and
woodcarvers and their tools became scarcer. Many of my chisels have a set of initials
stamped into the handles, some more than one. They show the patina of age and I love to
think that they have been well used for many generations.
Errol started life as a chunk of ash. All my previous carvings were in lime, I had been
spoiled, ash is much harder to carve, but it does hold detail better. After many Saturdays of
chipping away he eventually achieved the status of ‘hamburger’. Eventually after the initial
preparation I was finally able to add details. I added oak leaves, ivy and mistletoe, a small
mouse, a wren and a butterfly. After adding a very leafy moustache, my co-carvers decided
he looked like Errol Flynn and he started to come to life.
I love my carving, although the sound of 11 people using mallets can be noisy, there is still a
wonderful sense of calm. I love the detailed work and usually make pictures in relief. I
started with a dove and have carved a top for a sewing box and a beach hut scene. I
ventured ‘into the round’ once to make a cheeky meercat. My next project (when Errol is
finished), will be a picture of my ideal sewing room, complete with cats and Mabel, my
dressmakers dummy. If anyone would like a thoroughly absorbing and satisfying hobby, I
cannot think of anything more satisfying than learning to carve.
Penny
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY 2018
1st

Thursday

9:30 am Holy Communion
10:30 am
Home Communions

2nd

Friday

PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE (Candlemas)
(Transferred to Sunday, 4th February)
5:30 pm
Friday Knights
6:45 pm
Choir practice
7:30 pm
Ringers’ practice

3rd

Saturday

Anskar, Archbishop of Hamburg, Missionary in Denmark & Sweden,865

4th

SUNDAY

CANDLEMAS (transferred from 2nd February)
9:00 am
Holy Communion (said)
10:00 am
First Sunday Praise & Baptism Reunion Service
11:15 am
Baptism of Hettie Ann Fisher
6:00 pm
Choral Evensong

7th

Wednesday

9:30 am
7:30 pm
7:45 pm

Holy Chaos Toddler Service
House Group at 45 Crowson Way
Hall Committee in church

8th

Thursday

9:30am
10:00 am

Holy Communion
Ladies’ Fellowship Coffee Morning (hall)

9th

Friday

Apollonia, Deaconess, 249
5:30 pm
Friday Knights
6:45 pm
Choir practice
7:30 pm
Ringers’ practice

11th

SUNDAY

SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT
9:50 am
Junior Church
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist with Prayers for Healing
3:00 pm
Music @ The Priory: Rutland Big Band: “Aspects of Love”

13th

Tuesday

9:00 am
2:00 pm
7:00 pm

14th

Wednesday

ASH WEDNESDAY
9:30 am
Holy Chaos
7:30 pm
Sung Eucharist with the Imposition of Ashes

15th

Thursday

9:30 am
12:00 – 1:30

Holy Communion
Lent Lunch (1) in the Church Hall

16th

Friday

5:30 pm
6:45 pm
7:30 pm

Friday Knights
Choir practice
Ringers’ practice

Y
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Deanery Clergy Chapter at Market Deeping
Holy Communion at Braeburn Lodge
Pancake Supper in the Hall

17th

Saturday

Janani Luwum, Archbishop of Uganda, Martyr, 1977
12.00 noon
Churches Together Lent Lunch: Methodist Church
6:30 pm
Priory’s Got Talent: Church Hall

18th

SUNDAY

THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
10:00 am
Family Communion

21st

Wednesday

Ember Day
9:30 am
7:30 pm
7:30 pm

Holy Chaos Toddler Service
House Group at 45 Crowson Way
Vision & Strategic Planning Group (venue TBC)

22nd Thursday

9:30 am
Holy Communion
12:00-1:30 pm Lent Lunch (2) in the Church Hall
7:30 pm
Deanery Synod at Market Deeping

23rd

Friday

Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, Martyr, 155
5:30 pm
Friday Knights
6:45 pm
Choir practice
7:30 pm
Ringers’ practice

24th

Saturday

Ember Day
12.00 noon

Churches Together Lent Lunch: St Guthlac’s

25th

SUNDAY

THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
9:00 am
All Sorts Service
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist

28th

Wednesday

9:30 am
7:30 pm

Holy Chaos Toddler Service
House Group at 45 Crowson Way

March 2018
1st

Thursday

David, Bishop of Menevia, Patron Saint of Wales, 601
9:30 am
Holy Communion
10:30 am
Home Communions

2nd

Friday

3rd

Saturday

Chad, Bishop of Lichfield, Missionary, 672
5:30 pm
Friday Knights
6:45 pm
Choir practice
7:30 pm
Ringers’ practice
12.00 noon
Churches Together Lent Lunch: Open Door Church

4th

SUNDAY

THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
9:00 am
Holy Communion (said)
10:00 am
First Sunday Praise
11:15 am
Baptism of Evie Toliday & Evie Hackett
6:00 pm
Choral Evensong
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We are fortunate indeed to have someone in our midst who is so well-informed about
church history and local history. I refer, of course, to Revd Sonia who has been writing a
fascinating series for us about various Saints Days. However, from time to time she sends us
other items of interest. Here we offer three of them:

 Hugh Wake
‘There is some corner in a foreign field that is for ever England’
In 1993 in the bottom of a dry moat in ancient Ascelon some forty miles south of Tel Aviv
were found some pieces of stone with Arabic inscriptions and Western coats of arms. The
Arabic inscriptions related to the Fatimid rulers who fortified the town around 1150 but
how did the coats of arms come to be there and who did they belong to?
Enquiries followed in the letters page of the Times newspaper. The arms, three rounders
chief above two barres gules were found to be those of the Wake family of Bourne and
Deeping. More precisely, they belonged to Hugh Wake who died there while on crusade in
1241.
Hugh Wake was the son of Baldwin Wake II and Isabel Briwere. Born around 1202 he was a
minor when his father died in 1213 and promised not to marry without the king’s consent.
His younger brother Guy founded a chantry in Deeping Priory. Around 1229 Hugh married
Joan de Stuteville and through her the Wake family also became Lords of Liddell in the
Border Country. In 1230 he went with the king to Britanny and in 1234 was sent to garrison
Shrewsbury. In 1235 he took the cross but had to appeal to the pope to persuade the king
and his creditors to enable him to go, having had to give up his lands in Normandy and
having had his estates in Guernsey seized. In 1239he was made sheriff of Yorkshire and
Constable of Scarborough castle.
By 1240 he was able to fulfil his vow and set off with Simon de Montfort on the crusade led
by Earl Richard of Cornwall (the king’s brother) departing from Brindisi. It would appear
that having arrived in the Holy Land Hugh had become responsible for rebuilding the
defences of the recaptured Ascelon and placed his family arms on the tower at the Jaffa
gate of the city. By 1241 Hugh had died, whether from wounds or disease is not clear. By
1270 Sultan Baybars had recaptured the city and presumably that is how the Wake arms
ended up in the moat. He was succeeded in Bourne and Deeping by his son, Baldwin Wake
III.
Sonia

 A Distinguished Naval Career
The monuments in the Priory Church, though not large in number, have yielded some
interesting information.
Most people stop in the Lady Chapel to read the description of the first wife of curate Rev’d
David Walker (who sounds as if she was a paragon of virtue, although she did die at a very
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early age!). The monument above to her husband rarely attracts the same interest,
especially since it has become faded over time. It was erected by the Rev’d David’s
grandchildren, who included one Baldwin Wake Walker. At first sight it is tempting to think
that his name was simply a romantic reference to the Priory’s past history but Baldwin’s
career in fact turned out to be very important in the history of the nation.
Baldwin’s name was given by his mother Frances who was indeed a descendant of the
Northamptonshire branch of the family who were early patrons of the Priory. The young
Baldwin (born in 1802) entered the Royal Navy in 1812, being promoted to lieutenant in
1820. After service in the Caribbean, South America and Africa, he served in the
Mediterranean, notably in the Morea expedition for which he was decorated by the French
and Greek authorities. In 1838 he was given special permission by the Admiralty to accept
a command in the Turkish Navy, becoming known as Walker Bey and Yavir Pasha. He
commanded the squadron at the bombardment of Acre in 1840 for which he was awarded
the KCMG and further decorations from France and Russia.
Returning to England in 1845 he commanded frigates and in 1848 was appointed Surveyor
of the Navy (the title being changed to Controller in 1859). In 1856 he was created Baron
Wake Walker of Oakley House and in 1858 became rear Admiral of the Blue (and of the
White in 1861) and Commander in Chief of the Cape of Good Hope and West Africa section.
In 1866 he was promoted to Vice Admiral and then in 1879 to Admiral.
As Surveyor of the Navy he specified the design of frigates to compete with those of the US
navy. When in 1858 the French began to build their first iron hulled ship his lobbying led to
the construction of the UK’s first iron hulled ship, HMS Warrior.
Admiral Sir Baldwin Wake Walker died in 1876 at his home in Diss. His grandson Frederic
also served in the Royal Navy playing a leading role in the evacuation of Dunkirk and the
hunt for the battleship Bismarck.

 A CLERICAL DYNASTY
On the south aisle wall a monument records a previous Vicar of this Church, the Rev’d
Samuel Skene. Many would say that aging a clergyperson in the family is an honour ( or
‘enough’ depending on your point of view!),but Rev’d Samuel perhaps holds the record
coming from a family of no less than eight clergymen.
Rev’d Samuel’s father, also called Samuel, was the Vicar of Langham near Lincoln. ‘Our’
Samuel, who became Vicar in 1898 on the death of John George, was his eldest son.
Brother George was curate of Christchurch, Sunderland, Robert curate of Hevingham near
Norwich. Fourth son William was Vicar of Dalton, Lancashire, the fifth, F.N. Skene curate of
Oakshott, Surrey, the sixth Arthur, curate of Thornaby on Tees and the seventh, C.M.
Benson Skene had, in 1907 just been ordained.
With thanks to Joy Baxter who came on an article about the Skene family from the
Newspaper Archives.
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 Deepings Camera Club Annual Exhibition
Please visit the free exhibition at Deepings Community Centre and vote for your
favourite pictures.
Saturday 17th February 2018 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 18th February 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
John Marsh

Music at The Priory
Sunday, February 11th at 3.00 pm:

“Aspects of Love” featuring Rutland Big Band

Tickets: £10 from Priory Box Office: 01778 343860
Saturday, April 21st at 7.00pm

“Pennyless” (21st April)

A concert by the very popular local folk group. Details shortly.
Saturday, October 20th at 7.00pm:

“Fright Night at The Priory”

A silent screening of “Phantom of the Opera” accompanied by
Nigel Ogden, international star of BBC Radio 2, “The Organist
Entertains”. Full details later.

(Please note: The House Group will not meet on Ash Wednesday, February 14th.)
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 Church Hall Renovations – a message from our Treasurer
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(Margaret’s new pancake recipe for February has mysteriously disappeared into the ether
and since she was away when we were preparing this month’s magazine we have instead
included the recipe which she sent us in February 2010. We hope Margaret will understand
– the fault is doubtless mine. John.)

Cooking with Margaret
Blueberry Pancakes
Ingredients

Method




1. Mix together the flour, baking powder and a pinch of salt
in a large bowl. Beat the egg with the milk, make a well in
the centre of the dry ingredients, then whisk in the milk to
make a thick smooth batter. Beat in the melted butter, then
gently stir in half the blueberries.

200g Self-raising flour
1 tsp baking powder
1 egg
300 ml milk
knob of butter, melted
150g punnet blueberries
sunflower oil or a little butter for
frying,
golden or maple syrup to serve.

Makes 10

2. Heat a tsp of oil or a small knob of butter in a large nonstick frying pan. Drop large tablespoons of the batter into
the pan to make pancakes about 7.5cm across – you should
have space to make 3 - 4 pancakes at a time. Cook for
about 3 mins over a medium heat until small bubbles
appear on the surface of each pancake, then turn and cook
for a further 2-3 mins until golden. Pile up on a plate and
cover with kitchen paper to keep warm whilst you cook the
others. Serve with golden or maple syrup and the remaining
blueberries.

 Registers for December
Baptisms:
3rd

We welcome into the Lord’s Family:
Lily Paloma Chapman
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Saint of the Month:
9th February – St Apollonia
A trip to the dentist this month reminded me of the patroness
of dentistry, St Apollonia.
Apollonia was a native of Alexandria. She is described as a
‘Parthenos presbytis’ (i.e. a ‘virgin elder’, probably a
deaconess) who was held in high esteem among the Christian
community. In 249 A.D. during a riot in the city the mob turned on the Christians and the
authorities made no attempt to protect them. Apollonia was seized and all her teeth were
knocked out by the blows she received. The mob then made a bonfire and threatened to
burn her alive if she would not renounce her faith. Apollonia refused to deny Christ and
after saying a prayer walked into the flames and was burned alive. Her story was reported
in a letter of St Dionysius who was bishop of Alexandria at the time.
St Apollonia’s image appears in the arms of the British Dental Association. There are 52
surviving depictions of her around the country, one of which is at Long Sutton. In the
Middle Ages Apollonia invoked by anyone suffering from toothache and is often included in
the list of ‘holy helpers’ in case of affliction or disease. Her emblem is a pair of tongs.
Sonia

 In Remembrance
We mentioned recently that sometimes we receive requests for the church floodlights to
be lit in remembrance of a loved one and we should like to record that on January 16th
Rosemary Fisher requested they be lit in remembrance of John who died two years ago.
We should like to thank Rosemary for the following memory of John; “Shortly before he
passed away he said he was not ready for his light to go out, which I believe it hasn't as
people still talk about him fondly”.
John

 News from the Diocese
From time to time we include news of various events from around our diocese although
few of them seem to relate to our immediate area. We gather the information from a
regular e-bulletin sent out from Lincoln. This prompts me to suggest you might like to
explore our diocesan website at http://www.lincoln.anglican.org/ .
John
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Readings and Readers for February
1st Reading
9:00
am

4th

10:00
am

1st Reader

2nd Reading

2nd Reader

CANDELMAS (transferred from 2nd February) [2 before Lent]
Malachi 3:
Simon
Hebrews 2:
Doris
1-5
Marshall
14-end
Bellairs
Luke 2:
22-40

Ted
Fisk

Gospel
Luke 2:
22-40

First Sunday Praise

THE SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT
11th

10:00
am

2 Kings 2:
1-12

Caroline
Herron

2 Corinthians 4:
3-6

Ann
Bennett

Mark 9:
2-9

ASH WEDNESDAY
14th

7:30
pm

Joel 2:
1-2, 12-17

Jo
Astle

2 Corinthians 5:
20b- 6: 10

John
Worthington

Matthew 6:
1-6,16-21

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
18th

10:00
am

Genesis 9:
8-17

1 Peter 3:
18-end

TBA

TBA

Mark 1:
9-15

Cled
Bennett

Mark 8:
31-end

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
25th

10:00
am

Genesis 17:
1-7, 15-16

Charles
Paterson

Romans 4:
13-end

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
Mar
4th

9:00
am

Exodus 20:
1-17

Niccy
Fisher

10:00
am

John 2:
13-22

Roger
Bridgeman

1 Corinthians 1:
18-25

Ann
Bennett

John 2:
13-22

First Sunday Praise

Servers
4th
11th
14th
18th
25th
Mar 4th

9:00 am
Geoff
Geoff

10:00 am
Paul
Chris & Nick
Simon & Nick
John & Chris
Paul

6:00 pm
John
TBA

7:30 pm
TBA
-
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Sidesmen
4th
11th
14th
18th
25th
Mar 4th

B
C
D
E
F

Ann Meekings and Liz Bridgeman
Tim Hitchborn ans Cled Bennett
Ash Wednesday - TBA
Trevor Harwood and Kim Hallam
Juliet Mills and Margaret Flegg
Val Wilde, Doris Bellairs and Christine Masters

Intercessions
9:00 am
Sue/Sonia
Sue/Sonia

4th
11th
14th
18th
25th
Mar 4th

Bread and Wine
4th
Doris Bellairs & Christine Masters
11th
Chris Payne & Ann Meekings
14th
Dick & Anthea Wray
18th
John & Victoria Worthington
25th
Pat Feek & Chris Payne
Mar 4th
Ann & Cled Bennett

Flowers
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10:00 am
TBA
Niccy Fisher
Jo Astle
Tony Masters
Nick Drewett
TBA

Coffee
Jan & Tanwen Fisk
Pat Feek & Chris Payne
Tony & Christine Masters
Val Wilde & Doris Bellairs
Johanna Jones & Jill Ironside

Cleaning

Brasses

4th

Joan Dyke

5th - 18th

-

Pat Feek & Chris Payne

11th

Sue Marsh

-

-

18th

LENT

19th – Mar 4th

-

Catherine Boswall

25th
Mar 4th

LENT
LENT

5th – 18th

26th
-

Linda Mann & Joan Dyke
John & Linda Sellars

Letter from the
Bishop of Grimsby
Dear Friends,
‘Well, if he thinks he’s going to get me talking about my faith,
he’s got another thought coming!’ The reaction of a
churchwarden (not of this diocese) to the suggestion made by a
particular bishop that they might have a mission in his diocese,
where they tried to share what they knew of Jesus to people
who had not yet made the same discovery.
It is a sad, but reasonably common, response. Faith seen as a private affair, something
we’re reluctant to talk about even with our friends, those we trust, let alone those we
might not know as well. Maybe we’re afraid of being asked questions to things we haven’t
got the answers for. Maybe we’re afraid of being thought of as strange. For whatever
reason we keep firmly quiet, which means those around us are prevented from discovering
the treasures we know – the difference that Jesus can make in an ordinary life, even like
ours.
By contrast, one of the things that all three of the bishops in our diocese are looking
forward to this year, in response to a challenge from the Archbishop of Canterbury, is to
work with our second-year curates and their parishes to see how, together, we can
creatively, intentionally and appropriately share what we know to be true with those we
are in contact with. That is, across the diocese, in a variety of ways, simply sharing what
God means to us, in the hope that others will open themselves up to all that he might have
for them as well.
We have a prayer that has been written for these events. Perhaps, at the start of this year,
it is a prayer you could use too:
Almighty God, source of our hope and all good things,
You call us in love to share in your work of making your love known to all.
Bless, we pray, all that we do in sharing the story of your love
with those amongst whom we live,
that through us they may catch a glimpse of the love
you have for each one of us,
and find their place within it themselves.
With every blessing,
+Bishop David
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