From the Vicar
Dear Friends,

From the vicarage February has galloped round again, and with it
the prospect of an early start to Lent, because this year Easter is
very early. I'm looking forward to finding out what the Easter
services are like here, but of course first we have to prepare
ourselves. This we shall be doing in a number of ways.
Most obviously, as you can see from all the scaffolding, we are
preparing our building for spring (and well beyond!) by replacing
our old roof. Some people have asked me whether we will be
putting steel or zinc on to replace the worn lead, but the answer is
no - lead has a much longer shelf life and is a great deal quieter in
heavy rain. Ours will be protected by a roof alarm, so we feel justified in not taking the
replacement option many other less fortunate churches have had to accept. We are very
blessed to have some excellent fundraisers in our midst, too, which is massively important.
We owe them a huge debt of gratitude.
Less obviously, we shall be preparing for Easter by taking part in a course called Leading
Your Church into Growth. This is something which Deepings Churches Together are all
undertaking as a way f finding out what our strengths and weaknesses are as we call to
mind our primary task of calling folks to worship. Speaking as someone who generally
absolutely HATES courses, I can only say that it is a most inspiring and creative opportunity
for us to grow not only numerically but also spiritually and in social action. In short, I
wholeheartedly commend it. The more people who take part the more we shall gain from
it. It may be possible to run all six sessions over a two day period during Lent (perhaps on
two Saturdays?) but this has yet to be finalised, so look out for further details!
Finally, we need to look ahead to our APCM and prepare ourselves to nominate those
willing to serve as wardens or other roles on the Parochial Church Council. This does not
have to involve previous experience: God will have people in mind for us to elect. Maybe
one of them is you! So don't be shy in coming forward. (NB If you nominate someone you
must have their consent!!) Again, look out for the relevant notices nearer the time, but
meanwhile do start praying for the process. Primarily we are a people of prayer, and a
church that prays always gets some sort of results. These are not necessarily the results we
expect, but God is faithful and always answers prayer. It all sounds very busy, so I hope you
will take time before we launch into everything to stoke up your energy with the requisite
amount of pancakes at our Pancake Party (see Calendar for details).... This year, why not
invite a guest along who hasn't been before? See you there!
Revd Sue Paterson
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In this Month’s Priory News …
Dear All,
The photograph on
this month’s cover
reminds us that
work has now begun on the roof of the South
aisle of the church. As a result of this we have
had to temporarily suspend the usual daily
opening of the building for private prayer and
contemplation and we ask you to bear with us
until the work is completed. There shouldn’t
need to be any changes to our pattern of
Services but if the need does arise, we shall let
you know through Sunday notices and the
weekly pew sheet.
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All this reminds me that we now need to go
ahead with the planning of events to raise the remaining money needed for this major
project which will protect our beautiful church building and benefit future worshippers for
many years to come.
A further plea, please: we are totally dependent on you, our readers, for future editions of
Priory News. Articles for inclusion have been noticeably fewer in recent months and
Caroline and I would far rather be faced with the decision of which items to hold over to
another issue than to have to twist people’s arms, often well past the deadline, in order to
produce a worthwhile magazine for the month. So, please send in your items before the
deadline printed monthly in the box below. Printing is often delayed because information
reaches us late but would be meaningless if held over to the following month.
John
Margaret’s tasty crunchies recipe should set you up Our Thanks to Chris Halley for his topical photograph
on the front cover.
for the day.
Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them
coming. Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be
accompanied by authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We
will not publish the names of children pictured unless specifically requested
to do so by their parents or guardians.
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860

priorynews@dsj.org.uk

Please let us have your contributions for the March edition of Priory News BEFORE
the deadline of Monday 22nd. February. Thank you.
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Reports and News
 News from the Tower
We are sorry if you missed the bells on Friday 22 January as we had
our annual dinner that evening at The Baskervilles in Baston. There
were 19 of us comprising ringers and our friends.
On Saturday 23 January, five of our ringers went to the Annual
General Meeting of the Southern Branch of the Lincoln Diocesan Guild of Church Bell
Ringers at Grantham.
There was a small service in St Wulfram Church followed by an excellent tea in the church
hall after which we had the A.G.M. Several of us also had the opportunity to ring the 12
bells at St Wulfram's.
The following is the ringers’ prayer from the service:
As Bellringers, we dedicate our energy and skill to God’s glory and determine that
our ringing work will be our prayer. That is our resolve. We rededicate our bells in
the churches we represent to the glory of God, that they may spread the message of
our Creator’s joy in new creation, our Redeemer’s restoration of the lost and
damaged, and our Sustainer’s help and guidance on our way.
Mike Gentle

 Plough Service and Supper
On Sunday 10th January the
traditional Plough Sunday
Service was held in the Priory
Church.
The service was
conducted by the Revd Sonia,
with relevant passages being
read by members of the
congregation, and with the
choir
singing
traditional
anthems.
Following the service supper
was held in the Church Hall,
those attending had a choice
of homemade sausage rolls,
cheeses, potted beef, all
served with homemade bread, with a choice of puddings to follow.
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A lively quiz then tested the brains with the winners of the tie break being Sonia and
Simon Marshall partnered by Chris Halley
Sonia gave a vote of thanks to Margaret Flegg who prepared the food and to members of
the Church Social Committee for all their help, who made it a very enjoyable evening for
those attending.
Future events being a Pancake Party on 9th February and the Churches Together Lent lunch
on Saturday 13th February were announced, details of both events will be published
shortly.
Bill Flegg

 Mission Matters
Please come and join us for a soup and sandwich lunch every
Thursday throughout Lent. Starting on Thursday February 11,th we
shall be holding the lunches in the Priory Church hall every week up to
and including March 17,th between 12.00pm and 1.30pm.
Come and relax, meet friends (encourage them all to come!) and help
raise funds for good causes. Last year as a result of the Lent lunches we were able to
donate £100 to the Nepal disaster fund, money to CMS, and later in the year the money
helped towards donations to Thorpe Hall and The Aurora Christian Fellowship.
We look forward to welcoming you all. The lunch will be at a cost of £4.50, good value we
hope you will agree.
Victoria

 Knit and Natter
We have decided that we shall not hold any more meetings for the
time being. At the moment we have sufficient angels to give to the
children who come to be baptized, Lincolnshire police have
sufficient trauma bears and we have several ‘prayer shawls’ for
people in distress. In addition several members made beautiful
cards and decorations for Christmas, which were sold at the Children in Need event, the
Sundays leading up to Christmas and the Freshe Ayre Concert.
Thank you to everyone who has been part of the Knit and Natter group. When we have a
new project we shall meet again.
Victoria
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 Flowers
On behalf of Christine and myself, I would like to
thank everyone for all the hard work they did for
Christmas. We had a little scare about the flowers
but they arrived and we didn’t get all the floods.
God was looking after us.
Thank you once again.
Pauline

 Shrove Tuesday
It’s that time of year again and the annual Shrove Tuesday
Pancake party will held on Tuesday 9th February – everyone is
welcome and there is a list at the back of Church for those
wishing to come.
Bill Flegg

 Churches Together Lent Lunches
As in past years, Churches Together are to hold Lent Lunches on Saturdays throughout
Lent. Details are as follows:
13th February - Priory
20th February - Open Door Baptist Church
27th February - St Guthlac's
5th March - Methodist church
12th March - Roman Catholic Church

 Note from Jessie Turner
When the Revd Sonia came at Christmas eve to my service of home communion she
brought me a large card. On the front was a magnificent photograph of the Priory Church
and inside were greetings from the congregation.
Thank you to all the folk who put their names on the card. It was good to know that I
belong to such a wide circle of friends who worship together at the Priory Church. The
Revd Sonia’s visit and her surprise gift made the day very special.
God bless you all,
Jessie Turner
6



Keeping it safe

by Rosemary Hannah

(Revd Sue adds the following note: “We often read the parables and perhaps take them for
granted because they are so familiar. Jesus originally told them as a way of focussing
attention on different issues. The writer of the story below has followed Jesus' example and
written a take on the parable of the talents which links it with the story of the wise and
foolish bridesmaids, to make an interesting point about how easily we are distracted from
our primary calling as a church. Hope you enjoy it! [I have the author's permission to use it.]”)

So you do not blame them for sleeping?’ asked John. Jesus had worked the Ten Bridesmaids
up into a good story and had been telling it during the day. Those days, with the crowds, the
only time we really got to talk was the night. I looked at Jesus. He looked fit to drop. Here, in
private, and in the house with just the little light flickering he let himself look worn out. I
knew that in the day, with the crowds, he would sparkle as bright as ever. ‘I do not blame
anybody for yearning for sleep, no. But the point is, they have forgotten what they are there
to do. Like the bridesmaids who have forgotten to get oil, or just not bothered to get it, I see
people every day who have simply forgotten what this people of God are actually supposed to
be doing. They have totally lost track of what they are here to do. It is such a waste. ‘Let me
try it another way. There were three slaves, all belonging to a rather rich, grand master. He
was pushing off to visit some estates and these slaves were to be left alone. So he gave them
all money, silver. He told them he wanted them to do something with it. Big sums of money,
you realise. One got over a million pounds, and another half a million. The third chap only got
a quarter of a million.’ ‘Only!’ said Matthew. ‘Only,’ said Jesus, ‘Well off went the rich man,
and the slaves considered their course of action. The man with the million went into business
and in a year, doubled it. So did the bloke with half a million.’ Matthew, who understood the
currents and swirls and eddies of money, frowned. ‘It is pretty good going to do that. My
reckoning is you would be lucky to put say twenty per cent on to your money. If you were
being at all honest. ’Jesus lowered his eyes, and looked out under his lashes. ‘Whoever said
anything about honest?’ he replied, almost flirtatiously ‘Because the slave owner comes back,
and he summons his possessions, and asks for an account. He gets back two million, and a
million, and then the third chap comes in. Grubby. He hands his master back the same
quarter million he started with. He did not want to trade dishonestly, and he was afraid to
trade honestly. He dug a hole and buried it. Now he has dug it up. His master told him he
should at least have lent it to the money lenders at a good rate of interest’ ‘But that is against
the law,’ protested Judas, horrified. ‘Oh yes,’ said Jesus, happily, ‘But burying it? He had not
made a penny. He was afraid. Afraid of loss, and wanting to keep himself pure. Of course the
master took the whole sum off him, demoted him. Poor guy went back to ploughing the
fields.’ We looked back, horrified. ‘But he was the only honest one!’ ‘He was the only one
who forgot what he was supposed to be doing,’ said Jesus.
Sue Paterson
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY 2016
1st

Monday

3:00 pm

2nd

Tuesday

PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE (Transferred to Jan 31st.)
9:30 am
Deanery Clergy Chapter at 50, Spalding Road
2:00 pm
Hymns at Braeburn Lodge led by Revd Linda Elliott

3rd

Wednesday

Anksar, Archbishop of Hamburg,
Missionary in Denmark & Sweden, 865

4th

Thursday

Gilbert of Sempringham, Founder of the Gilbertine Order, 1189
9:30 am
Holy Communion
10:30 am
Home Communions
7:45 pm
Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Suffragettes

5th

Friday

Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

7th

SUNDAY

SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT
9:00 am
Holy Communion (said)
10:00 am
Family Service

9th

Tuesday

7:00 pm

10th

Wednesday

ASH WEDNESDAY
7:30 pm
Sung Eucharist with the Imposition of Ashes

11th

Thursday

9:30 am

12th

Friday

Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

13th

Saturday

Churches Together Lent Lunch: Priory Church

14th

SUNDAY

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist

17th

Wednesday

Janani Luwum, Archbishop of Uganda, Martyr, 1977
Ember Day

18th

Thursday

9:30 am
10:15 am
7:45 pm
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Memorial Service or the late John Fisher

Pancake Party in the Church Hall

Holy Communion

Holy Communion
Church Coffee Group A.G.M.
Church Ladies’ Fellowship: John Lewis

19th

Friday

Ember Day
Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

20th

Saturday

Ember Day
Churches Together Lent Lunch: Open Door Church

21st

SUNDAY

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
10:00 am
Family Communion
6:00 pm
Choral Evensong

23rd

Tuesday

Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, Martyr, 155

24th

Wednesday

7:30 pm

Deanery Synod Meeting

25th

Thursday

9:30 am

Holy Communion

26th

Friday

Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

27th

Saturday

George Herbert, Priest, Poet, 1633
Ember Day
Churches Together Lent Lunch: St. Guthlac’s Church

28th

SUNDAY

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist

1st

Tuesday

David, Bishop of Menevia, Patron Saint of Wales, 601
2:00 pm
Hymns at Braeburn Lodge led by Revd Linda Elliott

2nd

Wednesday

Chad, Bishop of Lichfield, Missionary, 672

3rd

Thursday

9:30 am
10:30 am
7:45 pm

4th

Friday

Women’s World Day of Prayer
Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

5th

Saturday

Churches Together Lent Lunch: Methodist Church

6th

SUNDAY

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT (Mothering Sunday)
9:00 am
Said Communion
10:00 am
Family Service

March

Holy Communion
Home Communions
Church Ladies’ Fellowship: A.G.M.
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Cooking with Margaret
Breakfast Ham Crunchies
Ingredients:

Method:

200g Lean Ham, chopped
200g Potatoes, grated
1 Medium sized Onion,
chopped finely
25g Plain Flour
1 Medium Egg, beaten
1 tsp Worcester Sauce,
Pepper & Salt,
Vegetable Oil (for shallow
frying).

Simply combine all the ingredients with salt and
pepper and mix well.
Heat the oil in a frying pan and drop in spoonfuls
of the mixture.
Fry for about 6 minutes on each side turning once.
Drain on crumpled kitchen paper.
Add a fried egg to make this a hearty meal to start
the day.
You can omit the ham and use 125g of grated
cheese for a vegetarian option.

Registers for December
Baptisms:

We welcome into the Lord’s Family:

Funerals:

We commend to God’s keeping:
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Coffee Club

The Deepings Ladies Coffee Club has decided to change their
meeting place as from February 9th when they will move to the
Priory Church Hall. After more than 40 years at the Masonic Hall
it is felt that the move will give members level access, easier car
parking and better toilet facilities. Their monthly meetings are
very friendly and informal with a varied programme of speakers. They meet on the
second Tuesday of the month from 10 a.m. Until 12 Noon. The speaker in February is to
be Stephen Perry with "The Story of Peterborough Hospital" and new members and
visitors are always very welcome. If you would like to know more, please contact the
Chairman, Mrs Anne Winstone on 01778 344003.
Mary Hamilton

 Poem
Here is a Poem from Betty Mates who will be 95 on February 28th – we wish her a very
happy birthday.

Faith
I‘d forgotten that the sun could fill my heart with such delight,
Forgotten that its rays could make my dingy room so bright.
Buried in the depths of winter, ‗mid the snow and rain
I‘d forgotten that the skies could smile and springtime come again.
Like fearful faithless fancies that hover in the gloom
My brain was filled with doubting thoughts; how could spring flowers bloom
When all the earth was dead and bare,
And frozen arrows pierced the air?
I bow my head in silent shame to see each flower unfold
For now I know the secret that their fragrant petals hold.
He did not forget — indeed He knows each pain and care.
And spring, His crowning gift of love, returns for all to share.
Betty Mates (1938)
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Rotas for February
Servers
9:00 am
Nick
Nick

7th
10th
14th
21st
28th
Mar 6th
Sidesmen
7th
10th
14th
21stt
28th
Mar 6th

F
A
B
C
D
E

10:00 am
Paul
Simon & Paul
John & Simon
Paul & Simon
Paul

6:00 pm
John
-

7:30 pm
Simon & John
-

Val Wilde, Doris Bellairs and Christine Masters
Jane Thompson and Adrian Hallam
Ann Meakins and Shelagh Fisher
Tim Hitchborn and Cled Bennett
Trevor Harwood and Kim Hallam
Bill and Margaret Flegg, Liz Bridgeman

Intercessions
7th
10th
14th
21st
28th
Mar 6th

9:00 am
Sonia M/Sue P
Sonia M/Sue P

10:00 am
TBA
Martin Fisher
Bet Washbrooke
Jo Astle
Tony Masters
TBA

Bread and Wine
7th
John & Victoria Worthington (9.00 am)
10th
Caroline Herron & Linda Sellars
14th
Martin & Niccy Fisher
21st
Pat Feek & Doris Warner
28th
Bill & Margaret Flegg
Mar 6th
Cled & Ann Bennett (9.00 am)
Flowers
7th
10th
14th
21st
28th
Mar 6th
12

Cleaning
Doris Warner
Lent
Lent
Lent
Lent
Lent

Coffee
Johanna Jones & Gill Ironside (10am)
Pat Feek & Doris Warner
Val Wide & Doris Bellairs
Bill & Margaret Flegg
John & Sue Marsh (10.00 am)

Brasses

1st – 14th

Catharine Boswall
14th

15th – 28th
29th – Mar
13th

Pat Feek & Chris Payne
Bill & Margaret Flegg
John & Linda Sellars

Readings and Readers for February
1st Reading

7th

1st Reader
2nd Reading
2nd Reader
THE SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT

9:00
am

Exodus 34:
29 - end

Niccy
Fisher

2 Corinthians
3:12 – 4.2

10:00
am

Luke 9:
28 – 36

Hannah
Foot

Gospel

Martin
Fisher

Luke 9:
28 – 36

Peter
Wilde

John 8:
1-11

Roger
Bridgeman

Luke 4:
1-13

ASH WEDNESDAY

10th

7:30
pm

Isaiah 58:
1-12

Jo
Astle

2 Corinthians 5:
20 – 6.10

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
14th

10:00
am

Deuternomy
26: 1-11

Trevor
Harwood

Romans 10:
8 - 13

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
21st

28th

Mar
6th

10:00
am
10:00
am

9:00
am
10:00
am

Luke 13:
31-end
Isaiah 55:
1-9

TBA
THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
Kate
1 Corinthians 10:
Drewett
1 – 13

Claire
Wadsworth

Luke 13:
1-9

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT – MOTHERING SUNDAY
1 Samuel
Colossians 3:
John 19:
1:
TBA
TBA
12-17
25-27
20 - end
John 19:
25 - 27

TBA
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Letter from the Bishop of Grantham

Dear Friends,
This letter comes with my prayers for you and for us all
as this month we enter the season of Lent and begin to
look towards Easter. This year I can genuinely say that
Lent has come very quickly, because Easter 2016 is
almost as early as it is possible for it to be.
I hope that in the 2016 rush into Lent we don’t overlook
the very special time that comes at the end of Epiphany and just before Ash Wednesday.
The day in the Church’s year that marks this time is the Presentation of Christ, February
2nd. On this day, we remember Jesus’ parents taking him to the Temple and being
greeted by Simeon and Anna. Old meet young in a holy place and St Luke records what
happens in words of great beauty.
I invite you to find this passage and to read it for yourselves: Luke 2.22–40. Truth is
spoken and recognised and there is a palpable sense of wonder and of joy. Old peoples’
faithfulness is validated, as is the courage of Jesus’ parents and his own coming role in the
salvation of the world.
I particularly like the prayer that ends the service in church on the Feast of the
Presentation. The minister makes three statements: ‘We stand near the place of new
birth’; ‘We turn from the crib to the cross’; ‘We go to carry his light’; to each of which the
people reply: ‘Let us shine with the light of your love’.
To me, this prayer draws us into the turn that happens as we look away from the
Christmas crib and towards the Easter cross. As Christ lived and died for us, so our life is
now illuminated by his life – we who follow him radiate the light of his love in the world.
We are no longer onlookers but participants with a purpose.
I am very much looking forward to my first Lent and Easter in the Diocese of Lincoln. I
have been humbled and moved by peoples’ kindness as I have taken up my responsibilities
as Bishop of Grantham, and I am savouring the prospect of visiting parishes, schools and
other organisations just as quickly as I can.
But in looking forward, I don’t want, as it were, simply to get ‘caught up in the rush’ and
forget what it is that I am doing and why I am doing it. And I very much hope that we
might all be able to resist similar pressure whenever it occurs for each of us. We always
need to remember that we are people with a purpose, the loved children of God,
14

illuminated with the light of Christ, and not just those who rush from one thing to another,
aimlessly.
My particular responsibility in the diocese is for ministry. This is a big and slippery word,
and one that can regrettably sometimes be used rather bluntly. As I understand it,
however, all Christians share in the ministry of the Church, by virtue of who we are,
baptised followers of Jesus. In our daily lives, at work, with those whom we love, in our
leisure, we are His people. If we can see this, and acknowledge the light that we all carry,
then we will indeed be the disciples that Jesus would have us be.
May God bless you this month as we turn from the crib to the cross, shining with the light
of Christ in the world.
+ Nicholas

 Ministry at Braeburn Lodge
The residential home of Braeburn Lodge, which lies in the parish boundaries of Deeping
St. James, opened its doors to its first residents in January last year, so it has now had its
first birthday.
From its opening, I have had the privilege of regularly visiting the
residents, getting to know the staff and experimenting with visiting on different days and
times and working out a suitable patterns of services. I have now been able to establish a
regular slot of Tuesday afternoons to visit which seems to fit in well with the programme
of the home and my own personal circumstances. The pattern of services and visiting that
I have now established are as follows....
On the 1st Tuesday afternoon of the month, I have a hymn-singing service, based around
an appropriate theme, using Bible readings, poems and singing popular hymns. I have
been delighted that John Worthington has been able to play for this service and his
keyboard skills are very much appreciated by the residents. Victoria has also been able to
swell the singing on occasions, which has also been very much appreciated. If anyone
else in the congregation would like to join us, they would be most welcome to do so.
Please contact me for more details... (Revd. Linda Elliott - 01778 219167) On the 3rd
Tuesday afternoon of the month, I have established a service of Holy Communion in the
home. This is a simple service based around a shortened liturgy with Bible reading,
reflection and prayers. On the other Tuesday afternoons in the month, I visit residents in
their rooms and sit and talk with them and when appropriate pray with them.
As I reflect on the past year, it has been rather a "mixed bag" for the home with many and
ups and downs for different reasons, but under the new manager, Kate, I am sure this
second year will be much more settled for everyone. I look forward to continuing my
ministry here in the year ahead, as part of the wider ministry of the parish, seeking to
address the spiritual needs of the residents, through pastoral care and services offered.
With thanks for your prayerful support of this ministry.
Revd. Linda Elliott
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