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From Reverend Janet 
 

Dear Friends, 

Life here in Deeping St James has had an enjoyable beginning for us both: we would like 
to say a heartfelt “thank you” to you all for your kindness and hard work in making us so 
welcome. We had many welcoming cards, and particularly value those made and 
presented by the children. After the splendour of the Licensing, our first week was very 
busy. Alistair began bell-ringing in various local towers, and I was persuaded to join him at 
West Deeping, where we went to the Red Lion after the practice. Sonia and I went to the 
Churches Together pub lunch at the Bull in Market Deeping, so I made a good start at 
sampling the local pubs. Not that I intend to spend all my time there, I hasten to add. After 
another Churches Together meeting, and the United Charities meeting, I was told about 
the Panto and encouraged to go, because I am a Patron! I can see that there is going to be 
a lot of socialising to do – now is that the Vicar's work or leisure, I wonder? 

We are enjoying the lovely house at 50, Spalding Road, and would like to invite you all to 
an afternoon of tea and cake on 20th March, from 2-5pm. You will be most welcome to just 
come and drop in to see us, and have a look around the house if you haven't seen it. 
However, please walk if you can, or share a lift because there is only parking for about 3 
cars at our end of the shared driveway, and we want to be considerate to our neighbours. 

My duty days when I will be available are Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday. 
Please contact our Curate, Revd Sonia Marshall, on the other days. Please do ring me on 
my duty days as above to arrange weddings and baptisms. For funeral arrangements the 
undertakers will contact us as appropriate for any day when a funeral is planned to take 
place. May I stress that if you need to talk to a priest at a time of emergency, you can 
contact either of us at any time. 

It is at the beginning of February that we notice the days beginning to lengthen, and the 
first signs of spring appear: catkins; green shoots; the first flowers. We speak of Christ as 
our light, meaning that His example is our moral guide, and His presence with us in all 
situations, whether we feel it or not. At the Plough Service recently the choir sang the 
following words from an Easter carol - 

“When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 
Thy touch can call us back to life again 
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been, 
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green”. 

May Christ indeed be our light, through His Spirit and power. 

With all good wishes 

Revd Janet.
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Parish Directory 

Priest in Charge The Revd Janet Donaldson vicar@dsj.org.uk 

Curate The Reverend Sonia Marshall curate@dsj.org.uk 

Churchwardens  churchwarden@dsj.org.uk 

 Tony Masters  

 Adrian Hallam  

Assistant Churchwardens 
John Worthington  

Doris Bellairs  

Parochial Church Council   

Chairman The Revd Janet Donaldson chairman@dsj.org.uk 

Vice-Chairman Adrian Hallam  

Hon. Secretary Roger Bridgeman  
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Junior Church Andrea Gamman juniorchurch@dsj.org.uk 

Priory News   

Editor Bet Washbrooke priorynews@dsj.org.uk 

Advertising John Marsh  

Printing John Worthington  

Distribution Doris Bellairs  

General Information John Worthington info@dsj.org.uk 

mailto:vicar@dsj.org.uk
mailto:curate@dsj.org.uk
mailto:churchwarden@dsj.org.uk
mailto:chairman@dsj.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@dsj.org.uk
mailto:music@dsj.org.uk
mailto:ringers@dsj.org.uk
mailto:churchhall@dsj.org.uk
mailto:roseandsweetpea@dsj.org.uk
mailto:youth@dsj.org.uk
mailto:juniorchurch@dsj.org.uk
mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
mailto:info@dsj.org.uk


 

3 

In this Month’s Priory News … 

Dear All, 

Two bishops in two days! That 

must be a record for visiting 

prelates to the Priory Church. 

What a joy it was to celebrate 

Sonia‟s last service as sole minister and to welcome 

Janet at her licensing as priest in charge the 

following day. 

I hope you will enjoy our bumper edition this month. 

Thank you all for your contributions. We have 

masses of photographs. These are best viewed 

online in colour. The magazine is available at 

www.dsj.org.uk/magazine. John has also put all his 

pictures of Janet‟s licensing on 

www.photoboxgallery.com/bespokepix. 

Warmest wishes, 

Bet. 

Revd Janet‟s first letter at the Priory Church 

(P1). Please make a note to take up her 

invitation for tea and cakes at the new clergy 

house (P15). 

We are indebted to John for his lively 

photographic record of Janet‟s Licensing. (P10). 

Pat‟s update on how we‟ve been helping the 

homeless. (P14). 

Ensure you‟re on the electoral roll. Kim tells you 

how (P18). 

Thanks to Mike we have News (P7) AND Views 

(P16) from the tower this month. 

Don‟t miss Sonia‟s special message. (P6). 
Cover picture: Janet, Sonia and Bishop John. 
[Photo courtesy of John Marsh.] 

  

  

  

  

From Reverend Janet 1 

Parish Directory 2 

In this Month‟s Priory News 3 

Church Calendar for February 4 

Registers for December 2010 5 

House Group 5 

A Sincere Thank You 6 

Wardens‟ World 6 

News from the Tower 7 

Children‟s Church 8 

Just People 8 

Christmas Decorations 8 

Cooking with Margaret 9 

WWF Earth-Hour 9 

Pictorial Coverage of the Licensing 10 

Mission Matters 14 

The Bishop‟s Joke 15 

Open Afternoon at the Clergy House 15 

“Views” from the Tower 16 

Electoral Roll 18 

Rotas for February 18 

Readings and Readers for February 19 

Bishop‟s Letter 20 

  

Thank you to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Contributions and suggestions are 
very welcome. Please let us have your prayers, poems, pictures, comments, reminiscences and 
anything else you‟d like to share. NB: pictures containing recognisable children must be 
accompanied by authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We will not 
publish the names of children pictured unless specifically requested to do so by their 
parents or guardians. 

Please send copy to: 
Bet Washbrooke, 9 Sweet Close, DSJ, PE6 8QW 

Tel: 01778-341982 (Fax to same number – please phone first) 
priorynews@dsj.org.uk  

Please let us have your contributions for the March edition of Priory News 
BEFORE the deadline, Friday 18th February. Thank you for your help. 

http://www.dsj.org.uk/magazine
mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Church Calendar February 2011 

3rd Thursday 

Anskar, Bishop,Missionary, 865 

9:30am Holy Communion 

10:30am Home Communions 

7:45pm 
Church Ladies‟ Fellowship: History of Stamford 

Hospital 

4th Friday 

St. Gilbert of Sempringham, 1190 

Practice Night: 

6:45pm Choir 

7:30pm Ringers 

6th Sunday 

The Fifth Sunday before Lent 

10:00am Sung Eucharist 

6:00pm Choral Evensong 

8th Tuesday 7:30pm Deanery Synod 

10th Thursday 9:30am Holy Communion 

11th Friday 

Practice Night: 

6:45pm Choir 

7:30pm Ringers 

13th Sunday 

The Fourth Sunday before Lent 

8:00am Holy Communion 

10:00am Sung Eucharist 

6:00pm Evening Prayer 

14th Monday Cyril and Methodius, Missionaries 

15th Tuesday 11:00am Deanery Clergy Chapter 

17th Thursday 

Janani Luwum, Bishopp, Martyr, 1977 

9:30am Holy Communion 

7:45pm Church Ladies‟ Fellowship: A trip to the Holy Land 

18th Friday 

Practice Night: 

6:45pm Choir 

7:30pm Ringers 

20th Sunday 

The Third Sunday before Lent (Septuagesima) 

10:00am Sung Eucharist 

6:00pm Evening Prayer 

23rd Wednesday Polycarp, Bishop, Martyr, 155 

24th Thursday 9:30am Holy Communion 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ansgar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilbert_of_Sempringham
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saints_Cyril_and_Methodius
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Janani_Luwum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polycarp
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25th Friday 

Practice Night: 

6:45pm Choir 

7:30pm Ringers 

27th Sunday 

The Second Sunday before Lent (Sexagesima) 

8:00am Holy Communion 

10:00am Sung Eucharist 

6:00pm Evening Prayer 

1st Mar Tuesday David, Bishop, Patron of Wales, 589 

2nd Mar Wednesday Chad, Bishop, Missionary, 672 

3rd Mar Thursday 
9:30am Holy Communion 

10:30am Home Communions 

4th Mar Friday 

Practice Night: 

6:45pm Choir 

7:30pm Ringers 

6th Mar Sunday 

The Sunday before Lent (Quinquagesima) 

10:00am Sung Eucharist 

6:00pm Choral Evensong 

 

Registers for December 2010 

Baptisms: We welcome into the Lord’s family: 

12th Millie Rose Bennelick 

Funerals: We commend to God’s keeping: 

16th Jeanette Mary Kerr (at Peterborough Crematorium ) 

 

 

House Group 

7:30pm Wednesdays 

at 45 Crowson Way, DSJ. 

All welcome! 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_David
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chad_of_Mercia
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A Sincere Thank You 

Having been responsible for co-ordinating 

worship during the last two years of our vacancy I 

had become used to knowing how things would 

pan out during each part of the service (except of 

course for the odd time when the hymn number 

was changed or the children were a little longer 

than anticipated in returning from their lesson). 

You can imagine then it was a huge surprise for 

me, when I thought Martin would be speaking 

about arrangements for the licensing service, to 

hear his kind words and more than that to receive 

your unexpected token of appreciation. It was 

even more of a surprise to find my husband had 

been in on the secret from the beginning! I was 

struggling to find words to respond and afterwards 

with my hand in plaster to find out what could possibly be in such a large box 

The music centre is something that will give me hours of inspiration, relaxation and 

pleasure. I shall remember your generosity, kindness and support each time I listen 

to it. Thank you so much. 

The past two years have been an enriching experience in so many ways and I hope 

to be able to continue to serve Christ in this place for many more to come, now 

alongside Janet as your priest in charge. 

With my love to you all, 

Sonia. 

Wardens’ World 

Adrian and I (although most of the burden has fallen on Adrian) 

have been considering how best to tackle the maintenance work 

required on the church, as identified by our architect at last year‟s 

quinquennial inspection. I also had a meeting with the architect at 

the church recently to discuss the possibility of making some 

minor improvements to the interior layout, something the 

Archdeacon and his Diocesan Advisory Committee asked us to 

think about. 

Like so many families we had our share of illness over the Christmas season. Apart 

from me, we were all affected by the ‟flu or something similar – fortunately, not all at 

the same time. I escaped the ‟flu but, early in December, I suffered a very nasty 
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infection in my thumb which rapidly spread to the whole of my right hand and then 

began to make progress up my arm. It proved Impossible to sleep, so time for a 

midnight dash to A&E in Peterborough to savour the delights of the new hospital. My 

verdict is that one now waits the same 3 hours or more to be seen but in smarter 

surroundings than before, although, unfortunately, the improvement in surroundings 

is not an effective painkiller. Also, the doctor on duty at 3am on that Monday 

morning looked so impossibly young she could be mistaken for my granddaughter. 

However, she drew a line round the affected area with a felt-tip pen, told me to 

return immediately if the infection strayed outside the line, and provided antibiotics. 

Since then there have been two further visits to A&E, eventually culminating in a 

violent reaction to penicillin which required an emergency visit to the local health 

centre. The only good thing to come out of this is that my own doctor has now 

prescribed an antimicrobial hand wash and moisturiser which is so full of soothing 

oils that, by experiment, I have found it makes a really excellent shaving cream. My 

thanks to all the kind people who have been tolerant and understanding of my 

difficulties during the last two months, especially my wife, who has had to cope with 

a one-handed husband even more impatient and difficult than usual. 

Now that Bill Flegg has „retired‟ I am standing in as manager of the church hall, at 

least for the time being, so I must also thank Adrian for helping me out by 

shouldering more than his fair share of duties as churchwarden. 

Tony Masters. 

[Thanks for all your efforts, Tony. Get well soon, Bet.] 

News from the Tower 

 What an excellent start to the New Year. 

The ringers held their annual dinner at The Stage in Market 

Deeping on Saturday 8th, when 22 ringers and friends met and 

had an enjoyable evening. 

Then on January 10th we had great pleasure in ringing for the 

“Licensing” of our new vicar Janet Donaldson.  The service was conducted by the 

Bishop of Lincoln, and was a very interesting service.  This was followed by a 

magnificent spread of food in the church hall.   Thank you very much to the many 

hands involved in laying on such a lovely warm welcome. 

We trust Janet and Alistair will have a happy time in Deeping St James, and a very 

big welcome to you from the “Tower Shower”. 

On Tuesday 11th we rang at West Deeping and had the pleasure of inviting The Rev 

Janet and her husband Alistair to join us for the evening. 

Our AGM this year is set for Friday February 11th @ 19.30 in the ringing chamber. 

Mike Gentle. 
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Children's Church 

It seems a long time now since Christmas but what fun we 

had in preparing our Nativity Production! We were so pleased 

to have Philip to come and play the piano and the audience 

participation with the carols was wonderful. 

As usual our Christmas party was a very enjoyable occasion; this year we didn't hire 

a disco as we have previously. Instead, members of Just People took on the 

organisation and a magnificent job they made of it too. Thanks you all of you! 

Richard Gamman. 

 

Between now and Easter the main focus for Just People is going to be on preparing 

a production of the Easter story. I have looked around for 'ready made' scripts but 

haven't found anything that I really like the look of. Consequently, I'm thinking of 

writing something myself but if there are any budding script writers out there I'd be 

delighted to collaborate (or even hand the responsibility over!). 

There are occasional Sundays when we don't have 2 leaders from the core team of 

Ted, Kim and Richard; if you would be willing to stand in on these infrequent dates 

I'd be delighted to hear from you. 

Richard Gamman. 

Christmas Decorations 

This year the church looked lovely with the welcoming candles in the porch 

and other candles around the church. Thank you to everyone who helped 

with financing and decorating. Several people were not in the best of 

health but still managed to put on a lovely display. Thank you especially 

to our young little helper who worked really hard. Foliage was a premium but we 

managed in spite of the snow and ice. 

Thank you again. 

Pauline Brooksbank and Christine Masters. 

[Thanks, Pauline and Christine and everyone involved. Bet.] 
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Cooking with Margaret 

 

Lemon & Lime Pudding 
A very refreshing pudding, especially after a roast dinner. 

(Serves 4 so halve the ingredients if required.) 

Ingredients Method 

 75g softened butter 

 175g caster sugar 

 4 medium eggs, separated 

 Grated zest and juice of 2 lemons 

 Grated zest and juice of 2 limes 

 75g self-raising flour 

 200ml semi-skimmed milk 

1. Pre-heat oven to 180°C, gas mark 4 and 

butter a suitable oven proof dish. 

2. Place all ingredients except eggs into a large 

mixing bowl, separate egg yolks and the 

whites placing the yolks into large mixing bowl 

with other ingredients, the whites into another 

large bowl, whisk whites until stiff, then whisk 

all other items together. 

3. Do not worry if the mixture looks slightly 

curdled. Fold in the whites; tip the mixture into 

the greased dish, place in a roasting tin which 

is half full of hot water. Cook for 40 minutes 

until the top is lightly browned. 

Margaret Flegg.  

WWF Earth-Hour 

Earth Hour started in 2007 in Sydney, Australia when 2.2 million individuals and 
more than 2,000 businesses turned their lights off for one hour to take a stand 
against climate change. 

In 2010 a record 128 countries and territories joined the global display of climate 
action. Iconic buildings and landmarks from Asia Pacific to Europe and Africa to the 
Americas switched off. People across the world, from all walks of life turned off their 
lights and came together in celebration and contemplation of the one thing we all 
have in common – our planet. 

Earth Hour is organised by WWF, who are one of the world's largest and most 
respected independent conservation organisations. Their mission is to stop the 
degradation of the Earth's natural environment and build a future where people live 
in harmony with nature. 

Last year both Lincoln Cathedral and Peterborough Cathedral, amongst many other 
cathedrals and churches, joined in Earth Hour. For further details, please see: 

http://earthhour.wwf.org.uk/  

The World Wildlife Fund‟s Earth-Hour 2011 will start at 8:30pm on Saturday 26th 
March. 

Bet Washbrooke. 

http://earthhour.wwf.org.uk/


 

10 

Pictorial Coverage of 

the Licensing of Our Priest in Charge, 

The Reverend Janet Donaldson 

Monday 10th January 2011 

[All photographs kindly provided by John Marsh] 

Priory News is available in colour at: www.dsj.org.uk/magazine. 

Also, John has kindly made all these photographs (and more) available online at: 

www.photoboxgallery.com/bespokepix.  

Thank you, John. 

 

  
  

  
  

  

http://www.dsj.org.uk/magazine
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Mission Matters 

A huge thank you for the wonderful response for the homeless in Peterborough. 

There has been a continuous supply of warm clothes, bedding etc. during the worst 
winter months we can all remember for a good while. You can be sure the homeless 
have felt it more than we have. Please do continue to think of them as the need 
doesn‟t lessen for them. 
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The box is still at the back of church for any donations or, if you need anything 
picking up, please cotact 348110. 

Thanks again. 

Pat Feek. 

The Bishop’s Joke 

If you missed Janet‟s Licensing celebration, you will not have heard 
Bishop John‟s joke, which was along the following lines: 

An atheist was taking a walk through the woods, admiring all 
that the "accident of evolution" had created. "What majestic 
trees! What powerful rivers! What beautiful animals!" he said to 
himself. 

As he walked by the river he heard a rustling in the bushes behind him. He turned 
and saw a 7 foot grizzly bear coming towards him. He ran as fast as he could up the 
path. He looked over his shoulder and saw that the bear was closing in. He ran even 
faster, so scared that tears were coming to his eyes. He looked behind, his heart 
pumping frantically and he tried to run faster. He tripped and fell to the ground. He 
rolled over to pick himself up, but saw the bear right on top of him, reaching for him 
with his left paw and raising his right paw to strike him. At that instant the atheist 
cried out "God, help me!” 

Time stopped. The bear froze. The forest was silent. Even the river stopped moving. 

As a bright light shone upon the man, a voice came out of the sky "You deny my 
existence for all of these years, teach others that I don't exist and even give credit to 
a cosmic accident. Do you expect me to help you in your predicament? Am I to count 
you as a believer?" 

The atheist looked directly into the light: "It would be hypocritical to ask to be a 
Christian after all these years but perhaps could you make the bear a Christian?" 

The light went out. The river ran again and the sounds of the forest resumed. 

And then the bear dropped his right paw ... brought both together ... bowed his head 
and spoke: 

"For what we are about to receive, may the Lord make us truly thankful!" 

Bet Washbrooke. 

Open Afternoon  

20th March 

50, Spalding Road, DSJ 

2-5pm 

Come and visit the new clergy house, 
and enjoy tea, coffee, and cake! 

Everyone welcome 

Please walk, or share lifts, as there is only 
parking for 3 cars, and we want to be 

considerate to our neighbours. 
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“Views” from the Tower! 

We‟re used to receiving “News from the Tower” each month. This time, Mike has 
also sent us a beautiful selection of photographs taken from the tower during the 
cold spell just before Christmas.  

 

To the South West there is 
a corner of the Church Hall 
with its garden and the old 
Vicarage to the right. 

 

Zooming out slightly brings 
the Church Hall into full 
view. 

 
 

 

To the South East you can 
see Broadgate Lane 
snaking its way 
northwards. 
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Old Priory Farm lies to the 
North East. 

 
 

 

The view to the North over 
Priory Close. 

 

To the West you can see 
the Old Vicarage to the left 
and the path through the 
cemetery to the right. 

 

Thank you so much, Mike, for these stunning and unique views of Deeping St 
James in a beautiful blanket of snow. 

Don‟t forget that the magazine is available in colour at www.dsj.org.uk/magazine. 

Dave Washbrooke. 

http://www.dsj.org.uk/magazine


 

18 

Electoral Roll 

As many of you will be reading this on a cold, grey February day, it is hard to 

imagine that April and the spring weather are only two months away. This means 

that the Parochial Church Council Annual General Meeting is on the horizon. The 

Electoral Roll will be available on the Church notice board two weeks before the 

meeting but will need to be completed before this.  

If you are unsure if you are on the roll or would like to be added, please see me in 

Church or contact me on 01778-348178 and, if necessary, I will provide you with a 

short, simple form for completion. The criteria for eligibility for the roll are to be 18 

years of age and either a resident of Deeping St James or a regular member of the 

congregation of the Priory. 

So remember, if you wish to be able to vote on issues that affect Church life at the 

Priory you must be on the Electoral Roll. Don‟t miss out on your chance to have your 

say on the future. 

Many thanks  

Kim Hallam. 

Rotas for February 2011 

  Servers Sidespersons Intercessors 

Sun 

6th 

10:00 

am 

Paul Boswall 

John Sellars 

Team B: Joy Cunningham, 

Ann Meekings 
Janet Donaldson 

6:00 

pm 
John Sellars   

Sun 

13th 

8:00 

am 
Geoff Armstrong 

George Knowles 

Ken Rimmer 
 

10:00 

am 

Simon Marshall 

Chris Halley 

Team C: Adrian Hallam, 

Tim Hitchborn 
Bet Washbrooke 

Sun 

20th 

10:00 

am 

Paul Boswall 

Simon Marshall 

Team D: Kim Hallam, 

Graham Hardy, Trevor Harwood 
Tony Masters 

Sun 

27th 

8:00 

am 
Geoff Armstrong 

George Knowles 

Ken Rimmer 
 

10:00 

am 

Simon Marshall 

Chris Halley 

Team E: Liz Bridgeman, 

Bill Flegg, Margaret Flegg 
John Marsh 

Sun 

6th Mar 

10:00 

am 

Paul Boswall 

John Sellars 

Team F: Doris Bellairs, 

Christine Masters, Val Wilde 
Martin Fisher 

6:00 

pm 
John Sellars   
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Bread 

& Wine 

Sunday 

Coffee 

Church 

Flowers 

Church 

Cleaning 
Brasses 

Sun 

6th 

10:00 

am 

Joy Cunningham 

Carole Mills 

Val Wilde 

Doris Bellairs 

Eileen 

Day Dick & Anthea 

Wray 

 

Sun 

13th 

10:00 

am 

Doris Bellairs 

Christine Masters 

Pat Feek 

Doris Warner 

Sue 

Marsh 

Sonia Marshall 

Nancy Titman 

Sun 

20th 

10:00 

am 

Christine Payne 

Ann Meekings 

Bill & Margaret 

Flegg 

Pauline 

Brooksbank Josie Waghorn 

Joy Cunningham 

 

Sun 

27th 

10:00 

am 

Dick & Anthea 

Wray 

Liz Spratley 

Linda Sellars 

Joan 

Dyke 
 

Sun 

6th Mar 

10:00 

am 

Martin & Niccy 

Fisher 
Johanna Jones Vacant 

Pat Feek 

Doris Warner 
 

Readings and Readers for February 2011 

  Old Testament New Testament Gospel 

  Reading Reader Reading Reader Reading 

Sun 

6th 

The Fifth Sunday before Lent 

10:00 

am 

Isaiah 

58.1-9a 

Niccy 

Fisher 

1 Corinthians 

2.1-12 

Joy 

Cunningham 

Matthew 

5.13-20 

Sun 
13th 

The Fourth Sunday before Lent 

8:00 

am Deuteronomy  

30.15-end 

 
1 Corinthians 

3.1-9 

 
Matthew 

5.21-37 10:00 

am 
TBA 

Trevor 

Harwood 

Sun 
20th 

The Third Sunday before Lent (Septuagesima) 

10:00 

am 

Leviticus 

19.1-2,9-18 

Simon 

Marshall 

1 Corinthians 

3.10-11,16-end 

Jacob 

Boswall 

Matthew 

5.38-end 

Sun 
27th 

The Second Sunday before Lent (Sexagesima) 

8:00 

am Genesis 

1.1-2.3 

 
Romans 

8.18-25 

 
Matthew 

6.25-end 10:00 

am 

Peter 

Wilde 

John 

Worthington 

Sun 
6th Mar 

The Sunday before Lent (Quinquagesima) 

10:00 

am 

Exodus 

24.12-end 

Tony 

Masters 

2 Peter 

1.16-end 

Liz 

Bridgeman 

Matthew 

17.1-9 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=159680885
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=159680885
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=159680920
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=159680920
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=159680956
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=159680956
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=162517269
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=162517269
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=162517307
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=162517307
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=162517334
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=162517334
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=162517369
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=162517369
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=162517403
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=162517403
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=162517432
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=162517432
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=162517469
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=162517469
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=162517497
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=162517497
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=162517526
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=162517526
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=162517561
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=162517561
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=162517587
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=162517587
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=162517618
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=162517618
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Bishop’s Letter 

Since last September, many of us searching the internet will have used a 

programme called 'Google Instant'. This software displays the results of our queries 

as we type them and Google claims that it will change the way we use the internet. 

A bold claim and only time will tell, but the question in my mind is whether, with all 

this access to knowledge and information, are we actually any the wiser? 

Wisdom is about making the best use of what we know and making judgements 

which lead to good choices. Wisdom is not the opposite of folly, but rather it is the 

key ingredient to navigating our way through life. Down the ages wisdom has been 

prized in bringing together what we know, what we understand and what we've 

experienced of life, to interpret not only what is happening, but how people are 

reacting and behaving.  

Wisdom and the search for wisdom are at the heart of religion and philosophy. In 

Judaism, wisdom is closely associated with justice and fairness. Across each of the 

world religions, wisdom is the distinctive human attribute to which we should all 

aspire. In Christianity wisdom is understood as a gift which gives our knowledge, 

understanding and experience such a Christlike quality that the wisdom of the world 

is seen to be folly. 

Such a gift is grounded and renewed in our prayers, our study of the Bible and in the 

worship through which we celebrate our faith in Jesus Christ. There are no shortcuts 

to gaining the 'mind of Christ' or the wisdom which comes with it - it only comes 

through the practice of faith.  

In the mighty rush of modern life, with a relentless demand for instant reactions, 

decisive leadership and immediate replies to emails - wisdom can so easily be 

squeezed out.  

Impressive software and the faster delivery of information will never be a substitute 

for the wisdom we need to be happy, to live at peace with one another and to cope 

with all that life throws at us. In St. Paul's words to the Colossians, we need to "set 

our minds on the things which are above", for that is where true wisdom is to be 

found. 

+David Grimsby 


