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From the Vicar

Some while ago, I read a fascinating article by one of my
‘heroes’, John Ortberg. Ortberg is a challenging writer about
discipleship. His books are written with wit as well as punch.
(I was first attracted by his book titles Everybody's Normal Till
You Get to Know Them and If You Want to Walk on Water,
You've Got to Get Out of the Boat). In this article, he was
referring to the passage in Romans, 12:2, "Be transformed by
the renewing of your minds," and pointed out that the word
translated transformed is metamorphoo, from which we get
metamorphosis.
Ortberg then said ‘I tried to teach the people a liturgy where I would say, "Let us morph."
The people were supposed to respond, "We shall morph, indeed." They encouraged me to
move to Chicago not long after that…’
My mind immediately went to a plasticine character shown on children’s TV – a character
called Morph. Morph could be moulded into any shape that the artist wanted, and in the
programme would often appear to melt and reform in all sorts of ways.
I wonder how much this is like us. Are we open to all sorts of influences, moulding us and
changing us… day by day… minute by minute? What is the source or ‘motive’ of that
moulding?
By the time you read this, Advent should have just started – contrary to our calendars, it
starts on a Sunday – this year 28th November. Advent is a time of preparation, a time of
taking stock of our lives, preparing for the celebration of the arrival of God on earth in the
form of a defenceless baby... and into our lives as well. Perhaps it is a very good time to
reflect on who or what is actually morphing us… perhaps a time to say “Come, Lord, come
and morph me”.
Mark
PS Seen recently in a Facebook post: According to my chocolate Advent calendar, it’s only
three days left to Christmas.
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In this Month’s Priory News …
Dear Readers,
It is a busy time, so I apologise for the late hour
that this edition will fall on your no doubt
equally busy door mat, jumbled in amongst
Christmas cards, other local circulations and
seasonal offerings. I hope however, that it is
still early enough that the usual festive music
suspects do not yet sound too tired to the ear.
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Amongst the news from our very active church community, I hope there are some pieces in
this month’s edition that you will like. Please also take this time to mark dates for the
church services ahead. I, for one, can attest to the quality on offer from the Priory Church,
having attended the excellent Advent carol service on the 28th of November. We really are
very lucky here!
I would be most grateful to hear of any content that you may wish to share for next month.
I am now up and running on priorynews@dsj.org.uk .
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy and peaceful Christmas,
and New Year.
Jonathan,
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Reports, News & Dates For Your Diary
Piety or Power? - a History of the Guilds
Our thanks to all who attended Sonia's fascinating talk last month. It was lovely to see so
many people in the church hall once again after such a long break.
Sonia gave a detailed description of how the guilds came into being and their early church
connections, some of which led to names such as the “Corpus Christi” chapel in the Priory
Church. Of particular interest were the many references to churches and places in this area.
We are grateful to Sonia for her meticulous research and her willingness to devote so much
time to presenting yet another very interesting talk. Thanks must also go to Philip Astle
who provided the accompanying musical and visual illustrations. Our thanks also to those
who made the delicious cakes. A total of over £314 was raised.

Goodbye to The Sign
For many years we have included with Priory News a copy of "The Sign". Many of you will be
sorry to hear that the December 2021 issue will be the last one as it is no longer considered
to be economically feasible to continue its production. I am sure that I am not alone in feeling
a little sad that we shall no longer have its (often) interesting articles to add to our own
content of Priory News. Below is a copy of the letter which I have received from the
publishers with details of alternatives which may be accessed online:

John
4

Friday Knights report on Bonfire Night
After a successful Light Party the children and families returned the following Friday,
November 5th, for a bonfire, fireworks, hot dogs and soup in the church hall garden . (See
photo). A number of new Children have now joined Friday Knights . Last week 14 Children
came along to make Pudsy biscuits to be sold for ‘Children in Need ‘ £48.89 was made the
following Sunday when they were sold after the Church service . This week was games night
where the children played various board games and another two children joined the group .
Next week is Eco week and the plan is to plant bulbs and make bird feeders . They will also
be designing bug houses .
Jan

News from the Tower
We have sent the clapper and crown staple from the tenor bell to Taylor's of Loughborough
for repair being re-bushing of the clapper top, a new joint pin and the clapper ball to be
rebuilt and ground. We have been able to have this work done following a grant from the
United Charities. Whilst the repair is being undertaken, the tenor cannot be rung.
We have also found a cracked stay on the fifth bell. The stay is currently being replaced.
Until this work is all done there will be no ringing of the bells.
Joining our band is a new ringer who is making good progress.
We wish everybody a VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS and a HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Hilary
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Mission Matters
Calling All Crafters
From Friday, January 7th 2022 we shall be holding fortnightly crafting sessions from 2.00 pm
to 4.00 pm in the Priory Church Hall. This will be an opportunity for you to bring along
whatever you are currently working on: - knitting, sewing, card-making etc - and to enjoy
friendly chat and a cup of tea with like-minded fellow crafters. Our initial session last month
was a great success (and, as on that occasion, men are also welcome!). We look forward to
welcoming new members in January. There is no charge but if you happen to have any spare
wool or other bits and pieces please bring them along to add to the rummage box.
Victoria

Advent Calendar Raffle
Thanks to all who bought raffle tickets. The raffle was drawn on Advent Sunday during
coffee and Tanwen Fisk was the winner. The winners of the sealed bids were James and
Elizabeth Forrester. A little over £180 was raised.
Victoria

Angels Needed Urgently
As you will be aware it is a practice at this church
to give each baptismal candidate a knitted angel.
Currently we have only one remaining. If you feel
able to knit one we should be very grateful. A hard
copy of the pattern is available for downloading
from our website or you may collect a copy from
the back of church.
John
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Christmas Dinner
Turkey and Christmas Pudding…so traditional to serve on Christmas
Day…people have being doing it from the year dot? Well, no, they
haven’t! The first turkeys were said to have been brought to Bristol by
traders in the 1520’s and Henry VIII is rumoured to have dined on one
in 1526. The bird was called a ‘turkey’ in England because it was
believed they came from Turkey while the French called them ‘d’Inde’
because they were believed to come from the Indies ( they were
actually from Mexico). In 1541 Archbishop Cranmer is supposed to
have recommended them to counteract gluttony as one bird could serve many people rather
than having a table groaning with several birds.
The turkey was the bird of choice for the American meal of thanksgiving. Back in the UK
turkeys only began to be more widespread in Victorian times, an alternative to a goose,
though turkey was still very much a luxury until the 1950’s onwards. In medieval times
swans or peacocks were popular in great houses but lesser folk dined on what they could
get hold of, beef or pork or pheasants or rabbits.
The ultimate dish for the medieval feast was however the boar’s head, stuffed and dressed
with herbs and fruits and spices with an apple in its mouth. It was paraded into the lord’s
hall on a platter by the steward to the singing of the boar’s head carol, the chorus of which
was:
Caput apri defero
Reddens laudes domino
(Lo the boar’s head I bring
Giving praise to God our king
At our Christmas dinner at Westfield College ( London University) a boar’s head ( sadly, a
replica) was paraded in the dining room with everyone joining in the chorus.
And to follow, how about figgy pudding? A figgy pudding and the carol, We wish you a
merry Christmas, both date from the sixteenth century. It was believed that Christ ate figs
on his way to Jerusalem ( from the story of the cursing of the fig tree for not bearing fruit,
perhaps?). I will never forget the time after the Christmas Day service when in response to
the choir’s plea for some figgy pudding before they would go, Bill Flegg marched in with a
figgy pudding on a platter!
Frumenty, a concoction of wheat, almond milk, fruit and spices was also popular. Meat and
plums were added, giving rise to the name ‘plum pudding’.
Happy Christmas and enjoy your festive meal in honour of our Lord.
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Sonia

Priory Church of Deeping St James

CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER 2021
1st

Wednesday 2:30 pm
7.30 pm

House Group
(Possible) Advent Group

2nd

Thursday

9:30 am
2.30 pm
7:30 pm

Holy Communion (said)
Advent Group
Church Ladies’ Fellowship

3rd

Friday

11.30 am
6:45 pm
7:30 pm

Funeral in church
Choir Practice
Ringers’ practice

4th

Saturday

7:00 pm

Music & Poetry Evening in the hall

5th

SUNDAY

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
9:00 am
Holy Communion (said)
10:15 am First Sunday Praise note new time
11.45
Baptism of Iona Davies
6.00 pm
Choral Evensong

6th

Monday

Nicholas, Bishop of Myra c. 326

8th

Wednesday 2:30 pm
7.30 pm

House Group
(Possible) Advent Group

9th

Thursday

9:30 am
2.30 pm

Holy Communion (said)
Advent Group

12th

Friday

Martin, Bishop of Tours c. 397
6:45 pm
Choir Practice
7:30 pm
Ringers’ practice

12th SUNDAY

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
9:50 am
Children’s Church
10:00 am Holy Communion
3.00 pm
Christingle
4.00 pm
Children’s Ministry meeting

13th

Monday

Lucy, Martyr at Syracuse 304

14th

Tuesday

John of the Cross, Poet, teacher. 1591

15th

Wednesday 2:30 pm
2.30 pm

House Group
Linchfield Primary School carols in the church
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7:30 pm

PCC meeting

16th

Thursday

9:30 am
2.30 pm
3.00 pm
7:30 pm

Holy Communion (said)
Advent Group
Starstruck performance in the hall
Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Carols

17th

Friday

6:45 pm
7.00 pm
7:30 pm

Choir Practice
Carols in Jubilee Park
Ringers’ practice

18th SUNDAY

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
9:00 am
BCP Holy Communion (said) note new service
10:00 am Holy Communion
6.00 pm
Christmas Carol Service

22nd Wednesday 2:30 pm
7.30 pm

House Group
(Possible) Advent Group

23rd Thursday

9:30 am
2.30 pm

Holy Communion (said)
Advent Group

24th

Friday

CHRISTMAS EVE
4.00pm
Crib Service
11.30 pm Midnight Mass

25th

Saturday

CHRISTMAS DAY
10.00
Family Communion

26th SUNDAY

ST STEPHEN, DEACON, FIRST MARTYR
10:00 am Holy Communion

27th

Monday

JOHN, APOSTLE & EVANGELIST

28th

Tuesday

THE HOLY INNOCNETS

29th

Wednesday Thomas Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury, Martyr 1170

31st

Friday

John Wiclif, Reformer 1384

REGISTERS FOR NOVEMBER
Baptisms:
We welcome into the Lord’s Family:
7th November
Edward (Ted) Read
7th November
Ella Griffin
Funerals:
15th November
16th November

We commend to God’s Keeping:
Jessie Turner
Margaret Eason
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Rotas for December
Reader and Readings
1st Reading
5th

12th

19th

Malachi
3: 1-4

9 am
10 am
10 am
9 am
10 am

24th

11.30
pm

25th

10 am

26th

10 am

Zephaniah
3: 14-end

1st Reader 2nd Reading 2nd Reader
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Victoria
Worthington

Philippians
Victoria
1: 3-11
Worthington
tbc
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Martin
Philippians
John
Fisher
4: 4-7
Worthington
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Micah
5: 2-5a

Hebrews
Simon
James
10: 5-10
Marshall
Forrester
CHRISTMAS EVE
Isaiah
Hebrews
Kate
Jo Astle
52: 7-10
1: 1-4
Drewett
CHRISTMAS DAY
Isaiah
Helen
Titus
Geoff
9: 2-7
Williams
2: 11-14
Armstrong
ST STEPHEN, DEACON, FIRST MARTYR
2 Chronicles
Trevor
Acts
Ted Fisk
24: 20-22
Harwood
7: 51-end

Coffee Rota

Flower Rota
5th
12th
19st
26th

5th Rosemary and Josie
12th Lyn and Joan
19th Jo and Victoria

Intercessions Rota
5th
12th
19th
24th
25th

Bet
Tony
Niccy
MIDNIGHT Nick

Jo
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Advent
Advent
Advent
Christmas Flowers

Gospel
Luke
3: 1-6

Luke
3: 7-18
Luke
1: 39-55
John
1: 1-14
Luke
2: 1-20
Matthew
10: 17-22

Sidespersons Rota
5th
12th
19th
24th
26th

9am Holy Communion (Said)
Jan Fisk
10:00 Sung Eucharist
Juliet Mills, James Forester
9:00 Nick Drewett

10:15 Family Praise
Trevor Harwood, Anne Meekins
15:00 Christingle Service
Nick Drewett, Jan Fisk, Kate Drewett
10:00 Tony Masters, Christine Masters

16:00 Crib Service Nick Drewett,
Kate Drewett, Jan Fisk
10:00 Sung Eucharist
Nick Drewett, Jan Fisk

23:30 Midnight MASS
Nick Drewett,
James Forester, Jan Fisk

HOUSE GROUP
2:30pm Wednesdays
Venue tbc. Pat Feek

God in the Arts. What hope at the turning of the year?
Commentary on Bottecelli’s Mystic Nativity (Front Cover) by Revd Michael Burgess in his
series on ‘God in the Arts’ . Reprinted from the Parish Pump
A few years ago, one of the Sunday magazines printed a Doom Directory. It surveyed the
possible ways in which the world might come to an end - nuclear disaster, famine, global
warming and so on. The cover showed a man bearing a placard, ‘The end of the world is at
hand’: he was at a bus stop peering down to see the times of the last buses!
The speed at which we are using the earth’s resources has put humanity’s very survival at
risk. It is a bleak thought to consider as one year ends and another begins. Where can we
place our hope and find any assurance? we ask ourselves. Do we need to think of the last
buses on our earthly journey?
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This month’s painting was painted in Italy at a time when there was similar speculation
about the end of the world. A mesmerising priest called Savonarola had preached in
Florence about portents of this end time, and the final battle that would take place. His
own end was gruesome and horrific as the church authorities silenced his voice, but his
influence lingered on among people. Nowhere more so than in Botticelli, who painted this
‘Mystic Nativity’ in 1500, two years after Savonarola’s death.
At first glance, it looks a typical Epiphany scene, for the wise men are shown to the stable
by an angel. But everything is basic and rudimentary. The wise men do not wear luxurious
clothing, they have no servants, they bear no gifts. The stable is just a thatched roof
propped against the mouth of the cave, with Joseph oddly hunched at one side. The babe
kicks a leg into the air as Mary and the animals watch on, looking from the inside of the
cave.
But then look above the scene. There is a long inscription from Botticelli: it announces that
he painted this Nativity at the end of 1500, to provide a key to the violent and confused
times in which he lived. At the bottom little demons scramble back to the underworld, and
those who have been through the battle of life are comforted by angels, and there are
more angels engaged in an ecstatic dance above the stable with olive branches and scrolls
in their hands.
At the heart of it all is the simple nativity scene.
Botticelli seems to be making a heartfelt statement about his faith in the light of all that he
had experienced and seen around him: his distress at the suffering war had brought, and
his sense of doom that war was a portent of worse things to come. But the painting also
shows his calm resignation that as one century turned into another, and one year into
another, there is a birth which can be the pivot of that turning. A birth which is a sign of a
future, a sign of new life, a sign of love. We can come through, he says, if we realise where
our hope and trust should be placed - not in the pursuit of power which leads to death and
destruction, but in a birth that leads ultimately to a heaven of victory and dancing and
celebration.
The painting is not about winter, it is about spring: a season of hope and new life. We can
draw the curtains across this nativity scene and shut out the light and springtime. But then,
says Botticelli, chaos and war and greed will flourish. Go to the stable with the wise men,
open the curtains, invite the Christ-Child in, and all will be transformed.
Savonarola had preached the same message a few years earlier, ‘If you wish to be at rest,
seek Christ. Come to this crib, seek none but Him, and you will find rest. Be well assured
that you will never have peace until you come to this crib and to this light of faith in Christ.’
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Poetry and Thought
Your Gift of Life – at Christmas
Creaking on the staircase –
Noise outside my door –
A rustle in the chimney –
It’s ‘Santa-time’ once more.
St Nicholas is on his way
With all his Christ-life gifts
To fire every child-light with
The loving Christ-mass kiss.
In some he’ll place the gift of gold –
In others frankincense –
While others will be given myrrh –
All signs of God’s presence.
For in each earthly crib or bed
In squalor, comfort, splendour –
The Christ child has been placed again
To call the world to wonder.
So come you kings, come one, come all,
Come shepherds to the cradle stall
And hear the angels sing a-new
The heavenly song they sing for you.
Your God is in your gift of life –
The life He gives with love –
So take the gift and use it,
Use it wisely, don’t abuse it,
Let the Christ-life fire your spirit
That God in you may LIVE.

Here the impossible union
Of spheres of existence is
actual.
Here the past and future
Are conquered and reconciled.

By Sam Doubtfire

– T S Eliot, from The Four
Quartets
Peace rules the day when Christ rules the mind. – Anon

Drive carefully this Christmas. It’s not only cars that can be recalled by
their maker. – Anon
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Crossword

Across

Down

1 Provisional meeting place of God and the Jews
1 ‘_____ and see that the Lord is good’ (Psalm 34:8)
(Exodus 25:9) (10)
(5)
7 David’s third son, killed when his head got caught in
2 ‘The wicked man flees though no one pursues, but the
a tree during a battle with his father (2 Samuel
righteous are as ____ as a lion’ (Proverbs 28:1) (4)
18:14ñ15) (7)
3 One of the exiles, a descendant of Parosh, who
8 They ruled much of the west coast of South America
married a foreign woman (Ezra 10:25) (6)
in the 15th and early 16th centuries (5)
4 He escaped from Nob when Saul killed the rest of his
10 Small deer of European and Asian extraction (4)
family and joined David (1 Samuel 22:19ñ20) (8)
11 Seized control of (Numbers 21:25) (8)
5 City and lake in Central Switzerland (7)
13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6)
6 ‘Offer your bodies as living ________, holy and
15 First World War heroine shot by the Germans in
pleasing to God’ (Romans 12:1) (10)
Brussels, Nurse Edith ____ (6)
9 Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 49:14) (10)
17 Stormy (8)
12 One who accepts government by God (8)
18 A bitter variety of this, together with lamb and
14 Aromatic substance commonly used in Jewish ritual
unleavened bread, was the Passover menu for anyone
(Exodus 30:1) (7)
‘unclean’ (Numbers 9:11) (4)
16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is truth?’ (John 18:38) (6)
21 Arson (anag.) (5)
19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5)
22 How John Newton described God’s grace in his well- 20 ‘You are to give him the name Jesus, because he will
known hymn (7)
____ his people from their sins’ (Matthew 1:21) (4)
23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10)
Answers in the next issue!
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P
Prayer for the Month
Our sponsored prayer for the month this month is the collect for Advent, in its
traditional language form.
As befits a period of reflection, it recognises that we are in a situation of spiritual
warfare. It alerts us to our responsibility in this, not being passive, but actively to
cast away the works of darkness, and, again actively, to put on the armour of light.
It is a choice.
We are reminded that Christ came and shared this mortal life in great humility,
born as a weak and dependent baby – but also that he will return in a very
different way. Both of these aspects are explored throughout Advent, and both
should take their place in our thoughts and devotions.

ALMIGHTY God, give us grace that we may cast
away the works of darkness, and put upon us the
armour of light, now in the time of this mortal
life, in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us
in great humility; that in the last day, when he
shall come again in his glorious Majesty, to judge
both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the
life immortal; through him who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost,
now and ever.
Amen.

Front Cover. ‘Mystic Nativity’ by Sandro Botticelli. c1500. The National Gallery. London.

