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        Letter 
  from the Vicarage 

 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

I am writing this before the start of Advent, and already the 
Christmas decorations are up in shops and in house windows, and 
the Christmas lights adorn Market Deeping. We have had Black 
Friday, closely followed by Cyber Monday, and I am delighted to 
tell you that I have saved an absolute fortune! I have done this, of 
course, simply by not buying anything!! However, across the 
country (and the world) many people will have plunged into debt 
straight away, resolutely closing their eyes to the harsh realities of 
January and the even harsher realities of the interest they will be 
charged on the extravagant spending. And then it will all be over, 
and life will continue.  
 

This isn’t meant to be a rant about commercialism – after all, we all like giving and receiving 
presents, don’t we? – but a reminder that Christmas isn’t supposed to be a season that 
divides rich from poor, but a season that shows the total self-giving commitment and love 
of God to humanity. Jesus came from unimaginable glory to the squalor of a stable and the 
terror of being a refugee. The nearest he came to wealth was in the legendary gifts of the 
wise men. The good news he brought was of the love of God to all people, bringing hope 
beyond hope to those in the greatest need.  
 

So how might we best prepare to celebrate the Christmas season? Surely it is by preparing 
our own hearts to receive him, by making life just that bit better for other people, maybe 
by being a “Secret Santa” or maybe simply by guarding our tongues from negativity and 
focussing instead on the good qualities of our neighbours. Despite the meteorological 
inaccuracy of carols such as In the Bleak Midwinter (they wouldn’t have had snow, it 
wouldn’t have been freezing, maybe it wasn’t even winter!) – the last verse of that carol 
gets it right: 
 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb. 
If I were a wise man, I would do my part –  
Yet what I can I give him:  
Give my heart. 

Revd Sue 
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In this Month’s Priory News … 
 

 
 
 

Dear All, 
 
On looking through the pages of this month’s 
magazine I notice the large number of items 
which are concerned with music of one sort or 
another.  As a musician myself, I welcome this, 
but at the same time it is a little sad that to an 
‘outsider’ it might appear as though music is the 
only thing we do!  I assure you all that we do do 
other things as well and there have been some 
excellent contributions during the past year for 
which we are grateful.  Then, of course, with 
Advent now upon us, and Christmas shortly to 
follow on, the main thing which we do comes 
sharply into focus – please take time to see the 
list of additional services (p.19) due to take place 
over the coming weeks and, more importantly, 
come and join us to celebrate this most exciting 
and joyful time in the Christian calendar. 

 
The magazine ‘team’ join me in 
wishing all our readers a very 
happy and special Christmas and a 

happy New Year. 
 

John 

 
 
 

Margaret has given us a recipe which is welcome any 
time of year!  Can you imagine – a piece of 
shortbread and a cup of Yorkshire tea?  Ah, bliss! 

Our thanks to John Marsh for the picture on the 
cover.  It must have been taken a few years ago as 
we haven’t seen snow like that near Stowgate for 
some time! 
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Reports, News & Dates For  Your Diary 
 

 News from the Tower 
 
On November 11th from 10.45 to 11.00 the bells were rung half 
muffled in remembrance of all the Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen who 
gave their lives in the past to protect our future.  Also the many who 
suffered injury and depression and those who reported from behind 
enemy lines and were caught and suffered torture prior to being put 
to death.  After a two minute silence with our own thoughts and 
memories, the bells were rung again for a short while.  Many thanks 
to David, Joyce, Richard, Susan, Mike and Hilary for ringing. 
 

Once again on Sunday the half muffled bells were rung for both the morning and the 
Remembrance Service in the afternoon. 
 
We ring at West Deeping church once a month as and when enough ringers are available.  
On the 14th November, we enjoyed another evening of ringing there. 
 
The ringers wish all a Very Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year. 
 

Mike 

 

 Christingle Service 
 
The Christingle Service will be held at 3pm on Sunday 10th December; please do invite your 
friends and family to come along to this lovely service in aid of the Children's Society.  
 

Lisa 

 Music at the Priory (1) – Stars of Heaven 
 
The concert on Sunday 5 November was given by Divers Voyces under their Music Director, 
our own Jeremy Jepson, who also played some organ pieces.  A neatly planned, seasonal 
programme of music mainly from the 16th Century began with motets for All Saints (by the 
Italian composer Gioseffo Zarlino) and All Souls (by William Byrd) and an organ voluntary by 
Thomas Weelkes.  A group of pieces by Thomas Tallis was then complemented by Jeremy 
playing Herbert Howells’ Master Tallis’s Testament, a 20th century tribute to a 16th Century 
master.  Two pieces of mourning followed, a motet by the Spanish composer Alonso Lobo 
written for the funeral of King Philip of Spain, and from France Nicolas Gombert’s Lugebat 
David Absalon, setting King David’s lament over his dead son from the Old Testament.  To 
mark the 500th anniversary of the Reformation we then heard the four verses of Martin 
Luther’s hymn Ein feste Burg, each one set by a different German composer, and J.S. Bach’s 
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organ fantasia on the theme to which the Magnificat is customarily sung in Lutheran 
churches.  The final group of pieces was themed around fireworks: as well as parts of 
Handel’s Music for the Royal Fireworks played on the organ there were Shooting Stars from 
Walter Lambe (15th Century) and John Jenkins (17th), a Catherine Wheel from Gombert (a 
lovely prayer to St Catherine for upper voices only), and Roman Candles from Palestrina. 
 
The whole concert was performed with sensitivity and fluency, and nice contrasts were 
made by some of the groups of pieces being performed at the East end of the church, 
lending an ethereal quality, and others more in close-up from the crossing.  The large 
audience showed every sign of thoroughly enjoying the performance, not to forget the tea 
and excellent cakes afterwards (many thanks once again to those who provided and served 
those!). 

Charles 

 

 Music at the Priory (2) – Gloria in Excelsis! 
 

The final concert of the present series which was held on Sunday, 26th November, was 
given by Freshe Ayre and proved to be one of the highlights of the series.  In fact, in my 
opinion, it was one of the best concerts which I have heard Freshe Ayre give, and I’ve been 
present at almost all of them.  It was based around a musical Nativity sequence with the 
carefully chosen music covering the ‘topics’, Joseph, Mary, Shepherds, Wise Men, Baby 
Jesus, Angels and even the Oxen and Donkey.  As is customary at their concerts, a variety of 
early instruments was used and we were delighted also by the contributions made by Sam 
Graper (soprano) and Jeremy Jepson (counter tenor) whose voices blended superbly both 
with each other and also with the accompanying instruments.  Philip Astle’s short 
introductions to each piece were as ever concise, illuminating and often humourous and I, 
for one, was sorry when the final item, “Gaudete”, was reached.  Still, we were invited to 
join in and sing in this and then followed a cup of tea and delicious cakes.  Our thanks are 
obviously due to all the performers and also to Margaret and her helpers who provided the 
welcome refreshments.  All in all, it was a splendid afternoon and there were hardly any 
complaints about the lack of heating due to a boiler disfunction.  The accompanying picture 
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is provided courtesy of “I’d rather be in Deeping” but unfortunately, because of the item 
being performed, misses off Charles and Jeremy – well, if you look carefully you can see 
Charles’s left knee and ‘monster’ contrabass recorder behind Sam’s left shoulder! Sorry, 
chaps! 

John 

 Music for a While 
 
Please include a big thank you to Ted for sharing his favourite jazz tunes with us all on the 
afternoon on the 22nd November.  Bill, Juliet and myself thought it really enjoyable.  Also, a 
huge thanks to John and Victoria for the hospitality you kindly showed us all.  

 

Margaret and Bill. 

 
(I should also like to add my own thanks to Ted for a very enjoyable and informative hour of 
varied jazz classics. John.) 
 

 

 

 Children in Need 

Thank you so much to everyone who supported the Children in 
Need event after Church on Sunday 19th November.  Thanks to 
Margaret's lovely refreshments (which included her beautiful 
Pudsey biscuits), the cake stall and Pudsey raffle, a total of 
£169.14 was raised on the morning which includes a donation 
from the Mission Committee's Christmas stall.  Many thanks to 
everyone involved - bakers and buyers alike - and especially 
Margaret, Neve, Erin P, Erin F and James.  The Pudsey bear was 
won by Pat Feek and cake by Ann Meekings.  

Lisa   

 

 Mission Matters  
 

By the time you read this we shall have held our ‘Music and Poetry Evening’.  We hope that 
those of you who came enjoyed the evening.  We shall decide which charity will benefit 
from any monies raised when we meet again in the New Year.  
 

Recent donations have been sent to Njoro to give continued support to their medical 
centre, to Age Concern towards the purchase of a minibus and to the Leprosy Mission. 
 
 
 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiA2c3rjsvXAhXJaxQKHePGDi4QjRwIBw&url=http://www.bclm.co.uk/news/were-hosting-the-childrens-choir-for-children-in-need/749.htm&psig=AOvVaw3gHqMR_O4U09sB4rOOFMYS&ust=1511197310055971
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 Leprosy Mission 
  
I have just received a parcel of Prayer Diaries for 2018 from the Leprosy Mission.  I shall put 
a few of these at the back of Church, but if you can’t find one , please come and see me. 
 

Thank you all for your continued support. 

Victoria 

 

 

 Dancing Shoes 
 

It is always good to hear about our younger members and what they get up to when they 
move on.  I am sure you will be interested to hear, therefore, that Emily Boswall is touring 
with Ballet Theatre UK in their production of the Snow Queen. She will be performing at 
The Key Theatre, Peterborough on Thursday 25th January at 7pm.  Our thanks to Paul and 
Catherine for keeping us up to date and our best wishes to Emily. 

John 

 
 

(There now follow two items from Revd Sonia – one concerning Priory Church and the other 
of interest for other reasons . . . ) 
 
 

 The Church Chandelier and Thomas Sanderson 
 

On the west wall of the church near the font is a memorial to Thomas Sanderson (died 4th 
September 1808) and his wife Elizabeth.  Who was Thomas?  Can we find any more about 
him?  From a meeting with a descendant who was visiting the church a few years ago I was 
able to find a little more. 
 

Thomas, as tithe maps show, owned a house and land in Deeping St James. He also had 
property in Bourne, Dyke and Maxey.  Like many in Deeping at that time his income would 
have come from farming or renting land. In his will he made several bequests to be carried 
out by the churchwardens on his decease. Mr Sanderson’s nephew and chief beneficiary 
was one of the churchwardens in the early 1800’s so presumably he would have made sure 
the terms of the bequests were carried out. 
 

Mr Sanderson left £10 for the churchwardens and the overseers of the poor in trust to be 
distributed to four old men in the parish on St Thomas Day (21st December).  £10 does not 
seem much today but in 1808 it would have been the equivalent of around £835.  He also 
left 50s (more than £200 today) to be distributed in the form of bread for the poor on the 
day of his burial and another 50s for the same on St Thomas’ Day.  A reminder of the 
poverty in this area in former times and a parallel with modern donations to the Food Bank. 
  



8 

 

The sum of £20 was set aside for a monument for himself and his wife Elizabeth. The 
memorial is in ‘faux marble’- presumably genuine marble was more expensive. 
 
A further £15 was left for the churchwardens to purchase a ‘branch of brass’ (brass 
chandelier) to be installed in the church and lit up on Christmas Day.  The brass chandelier 
is still to be seen in the Priory Church. It is inscribed ‘the gift of Thomas Sanderson’.  In 
previous refurbishments it was converted to electricity and hung over the sanctuary steps.  
Anyone serving as crucifer had to take care not to hit the pull cord switch when entering 
the sanctuary. When new lighting was installed the chandelier was converted back to 
candles and hung in a more appropriate place in the choir where it is again lit for Christmas 
and candlelit services.  Unfortunately, over the years the brass has become tarnished, but it 
is now accessible for cleaning.  It could gleam as other chandeliers in neighbouring churches 
do.  Any volunteers for cleaning it please speak to the churchwardens! 

Revd Sonia 

 
 

 A Mystery at Aswarby 
 
Aswarby Hall was in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries the home of the Priory’s 
patrons, the Whichcote family ( the patronage passing to Burghley on the marriage of 
Isabella Whichcote to Lord Brownlow, heir to the Marquess of Exeter).  The Hall was 
originally a Tudor building belonging to the Harvey and Carre families of Sleaford, being 
purchased by the Whichcote in the eighteenth century.  It was extended in 1836 and 
demolished in 1951, two stone pillars marking the former site.  The church remains as does 
the estate which you see as you navigate the bend in the A15.  M R James the writer of 
ghost stories visited and used the house as the basis of his story the ‘Lost Hearts’ published 
in 1892. 
 
Mystery also surrounds the reason for a large mound in the park.  Legend has it that it was 
the site where an elephant was buried so when I heard of it I naturally wanted to check out 
the facts. In the 1880’s and 1890’s a circus,  ‘Tayleur’s Great American Circus’ was touring 
the UK.  In 1892 it was making it’s way from Grantham to Bourne via Sleaford.  
Unfortunately the circus’s elephant died on the way near the Tally Ho inn.  Sir Thomas 
Whichcote gave permission for the elephant to be buried in Aswarby Park. 
 
Was the mound the site of the elephant’s grave?  Local knowledge says it was interred by 
the roadside and without a mound.  Maps of the area show the existence of ‘a barrow’.  It is 
a matter of debate whether the mound is Bronze Age or earlier or something more 
mundane such as the base of a windmill.  Until someone decides to undertake a dig then I 
expect it will remain a mystery. 

Revd Sonia 
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U is for….Unction 
 

Unction is these days an uncommon word.  The 
nearest thing one hears of is the adjective 
unctuous, which of course derives from it, 
meaning oily, greasy – an unctuous smile is one 
you would probably want to avoid!  
 

Unction does indeed have to do with oil. Divine unction is the anointing with oil of an 
individual - sometimes a king or queen, but also at ordination, baptism and confirmation.  
People are anointed for service, and the oil is the equivalent of an invisible badge, setting 
them apart for whatever role God has called them to fulfil.  
 

The church uses three types of oil, as anointing can happen in different circumstances.  First 
there is the oil of baptism, which is administered early in the service by the priest.  
Sometimes godparents and parents are also invited to mark the baby with the oil as a sign 
of their close involvement with the spiritual development of the baptism candidate.  
Secondly there is the oil of chrism, which is used at confirmation and ordination.  Chrism is 
made of olive oil and is scented with a sweet perfume, usually balsam.  Under normal 
circumstances, chrism is consecrated by the bishop of the particular church in the presence 
of the clergy at the Mass of the Chrism, which usually takes place in the morning of Maundy 
Thursday.  (Lincoln Diocese has this service at the cathedral on the Tuesday of Holy Week.) 
Thirdly there is the oil of the infirm, which is used in services of healing. The origins of this 
can be traced to the letter of James in the New Testament:  Are any among you sick?  They 
should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing them with 
oil in the name of the Lord. (James 5:14) 
 

However, there is also a broader meaning to the phrase divine unction, and that is the 
coming of the Holy Spirit, as at Pentecost. Its meaning becomes clear in the words of the 
famous hymn, Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire:  
 

Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire,  
and lighten with celestial fire.  
Thou the anointing Spirit art,  

who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart. 
 

Thy blessed unction from above  
is comfort, life, and fire of love.  

Enable with perpetual light  
the dullness of our blinded sight. 

 

Anoint and cheer our soiled face  
with the abundance of thy grace.  

Keep far from foes, give peace at home:  
where thou art guide, no ill can come. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER 2017 
 

1st Friday  5:30 pm Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm Choir practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

2nd Saturday 7:00 pm  Music and Poetry evening 
 

3rd SUNDAY ADVENT SUNDAY  

   9:00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:00 am First Sunday Praise 
   11:15 am Baptism of Lily Chapman 
   6:00 pm  Advent Carol Service 
 

6th Wednesday Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, 326 
   9:30 am  Holy Chaos 
   11:00 am DSJ County Primary School rehearsal all day 
   6:00 pm  DSJ County Primary School Christmas concert 
   7:00 pm  PCC Eucharist at Cranmore Farm 
   7:30 pm  PCC meeting at Cranmore Farm 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

7th Thursday Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, Teacher, 397 
   9:30am  Holy Communion 
   10:30 am Home Communions 
 

8th Friday  The Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
   5:30 pm Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm Choir practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

10th SUNDAY THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist with Prayers for Healing 
   3:00 pm Christingle Service 
 

12th Tuesday 12:00 noon Deanery Clergy Chapter Christmas Lunch 
   2:00 pm Holy Communion at Braeburn Lodge 
    
13th Wednesday Lucy, Martyr at Syracuse, 304 
   9:30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

14th Thursday John of the Cross, Poet, 1591 
   9:30 am Holy Communion 
   9:30 am Headstart Nursery Christmas Nativity (hall) 
   11:00 am Linchfield School visit to church 
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15th Friday  Ember Day 
   5:30 pm Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm Choir practice 
   7:30 pm  Ringers’ practice 
 

16th Saturday Ember Day 
 

17th SUNDAY THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  (O Sapientia!) 

   10:00 am Family Communion 
   6:00 pm  Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 
 

18th Monday O Adonai! 
 

19th Tuesday O Root of Jesse! 
 

20th Wednesday O Key of David! 
   9:30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

21st Thursday O Dayspring! 
   9:30 am Holy Communion 
 

22nd Friday  O King of the Nations! 
   5:30 pm Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm Choir practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

23rd Saturday O Emmanuel! 
 

24th SUNDAY CHRISTMAS EVE  (The Fourth Sunday Of Advent) 

   (9:00 am  No Allsorts Service) 
   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
   11:30 pm Midnight Mass (First Communion of Christmas) 
 

25th MONDAY CHRISTMAS DAY 
   10:00 am Family Communion 
 

26th Tuesday STEPHEN, DEACON, FIRST MARTYR 
 

27th Wednesday JOHN, APOSTLE and EVANGELIST 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

28th Thursday THE HOLY INNOCENTS 
   (No Holy Communion this week) 
 

29th Friday  Thomas Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury, Martyr, 1170 
   (No rehearsals this week) 
 

31st SUNDAY FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS  

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
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(Continued from page 9) 
Teach us to know the Father, Son,  
and thee, of both, to be but One,  
that through the ages all along,  

this may be our endless song: 
 

Praise to thy eternal merit,  
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

Rev Sue 

 

 We Opened a Coffee Shop.... 
 
“Wow, I’ve always wanted to do that...” 
“Ah, now, I have the best carrot cake recipe you can use...” 
“You will serve proper coffee won’t you...” 
“It’s not going to be too expensive is it, not everyone can afford posh coffee...” 
“You have to have soya milk available...” 
“Don’t forget gluten free options...” 
“You’ll need to get some vintage china for tea...” 
 
The ideas and advice were endless, only to be surpassed by the multitudinous advice one 
receives following the news of a first pregnancy! 
 
Anyway, we have now been open for a few weeks and, rather like having a newborn, it’s 
been a case of coping and dealing with the various crises as they have arisen. 
 
It all began back in June when my daughter, Lizzie, came in with exciting news of a shop 
that was up for rent. She decided it would be perfect for her and her sister to run a fabric 
shop. Realising that buying the initial stock would be quite an outlay, with a doubtful 
return, meant that idea was soon discarded to be followed very quickly by the bright idea 
that it would be perfect for a tea shop, something we had often daydreamed of doing. I was 
cajoled into visiting the place and had to agree it was larger than I had expected and, yes, it 
had potential. Lizzie was quickly on the case with costings, a design for the refurbishment 
and a ‘mood board’. It was all going to be very straight forward....hmm...  Clearly such a 
venture is not straightforward and we were going to have to be realistic about it all.  
 
Sometimes though, you just have to take that leap and hope for the best. We began to see 
that the shop was to be a relaxed and welcoming place where people could just be. Where 
an isolated new mum or lonesome elder was able to chat over a cup of tea. It began to have 
the feel that God was in this and it was not just some fanciful idea.  So we prayed and Lizzie 
(and I) were stunned when I finally said I would put up the money and we’d give it a go if 
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she was really up for it. Following a couple of sleepless nights we signed the lease, got the 
keys and stood in our new property and gave the venture to over to Jesus. 
Then there was the waiting game to see if we could get planning permission. I was working 
over In Shropshire for a couple of weeks but came back to find that Lizzie had already 
painted through, no waiting patiently, but whatever we did with the shop it did need a 
good overhaul.  
 
We had also had much discussion and advice about the name but nothing really stuck. Then 
I suddenly realised that we were next to the Welland river so ‘The Well’ idea sprang up, 
thinking of it also like the village pump, a meeting place and also, of course, many biblical 
references, not least Jesus meeting the woman at the well.  Our ideas began to become 
more clear and we could see that this was to be a resource for the churches and 
community.  So, it’s a step in faith.  The Lord has blessed us richly over the years and what 
we have is His really, so our hope now is that He will show the way forward for the 
furtherance of His Kingdom. It seems a big step from a cup of coffee but then He met the 
woman at the well asking for a drink of water... 
 
Please do call in and all ideas about how we could make good use of the place are most 
welcome. Though the suggestion offered today that we run a shuttle train from the centre 
of town was treated with the good-humoured banter it deserved! 

Hilary Mason 

 
 

 Coffee Morning 
 
The 30th November might not quite be Christmas but the generosity of those attending the 
coffee morning on Thursday meant that £422 was raised, the most ever at one of our pre-
advent coffee mornings! 
 
Thank you to everybody involved.  Maybe the recent announcement of the Royal Wedding 
had lightened the hearts and that folks were, indeed, beginning to feel the true spirit of 
Christmas. 
 
Our Wishes for a Happy Christmas and a Peaceful 2018 to all our supporters. 
 

John Marsh. 
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 Registers for October 
 
 

Baptisms:   We welcome into the Lord’s Family: 
 1st   Austen John Griffin-Murtagh 
 
Weddings:   We congratulate: 
 7th   Daniel David Hatten & Rebecca Louise Stokes 
 28th   Neil Kenneth Ball & Christina Margaret Roach 

 

 

Cooking with Margaret 
Special Shortbread Biscuits 

Ingredients 
 
6oz Plain Flour  
 
3oz light Muscovado Sugar  
 
4oz Butter  
 
a little Demerara Sugar to sprinkle 
on top of biscuits  

Method 
 

Heat oven Reg 3, 160°C or 140°C for Fan oven  
 

Measure flour sugar into bowl  
 

Rub in Butter it will all come together knead gently 

 

Roll out to ½” inch deep  
 

Shape into Christmas biscuits or rounds  
 

I have made the Pudsy Biscuits with this mixture 

 

Bake for 15 to 20 mins until pale golden  

 

If you make round ones place half a cherry on each 
omit the sugar sprinkled on the top 

 

Enjoy. 
 

Bill and Margaret wish everyone a very Peaceful Christmas and Healthy New Year 
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           Saint of the Month:  

 

St Ambrose of Milan 7th December 
 

 
Can you imagine being chosen as bishop before you 
had even been baptised?  That was what happened to 
St Ambrose of Milan who went on to be revered as one 
of the four great Doctors (teachers) of the Church. 
 
Ambrose was born around 334 A.D. in Trier, the son of 
a Roman prefect of Gaul.  He qualified as a lawyer and 
after taking cases in court was appointed governor of 

the province of Emilia and Liguria whose capital was Milan.  When the see of Milan became 
vacant in 374 A.D. Ambrose was chosen even though he was only at the stage of preparing 
for baptism.  Milan was an important see and there was much to do in converting pagans 
and instructing new converts. 
 
On several occasions Ambrose came up against the wishes of the emperor. He managed to 
persuade Valentinian not to erect a statue to the goddess of victory in the senate in Rome.  
He refused to hand over a building for use as a Church by the heretic Arians.  He also 
prevented Theodosius from ordering a massacre when rioters had killed a Roman governor.  
However, it is probably his role in bringing to faith St Augustine of Hippo for which he is 
most well known. 
 
Ambrose wrote two important works on the sacraments and ethics but much of his 
teaching was by way of sermons and letters.  He also wrote hymns and it was through his 
influence that the singing of hymns became an integral part of worship in the Western 
Church. He died in 397 A.D. 
 
 

Revd Sonia 
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Readings and Readers for December 
 1st Reading 1st Reader 2nd Reading 2nd Reader Gospel 

3rd 

ADVENT SUNDAY 

9:00 
am 

Isaiah 64: 
1-9 

Cledwyn 
Bennett 

1 Corinthians 1: 
3-9 

Victoria 
Worthington 

Mark 13: 
24-end 

10:00 
am 

Mark 13: 
24-end 

Vicki Billyard First Sunday Praise 

10th 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

10:00 
am 

Isaiah 40; 
1-11 

Barry 
Fisher 

2 Peter 3: 
8-15a 

Charles 
Paterson 

Mark 1: 
1-8 

17th 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

10:00 
am 

Isaiah 61: 
1-4, 8-end 

-- 
1 Thessalonians 5: 

16-24 
-- 

John 1: 
6-8, 19-28 

24th 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
10:00 

am 
2 Samuel 7: 

1-11, 16 
Adrian 
Hallam 

Romans 16: 
25-3 end 

Tony 
Masters 

Luke 1: 
26-38 

 
11:30 

pm 
Isaiah 52: 

7-10 
Trevor 

Harwood  
Hebrews 1: 

1-4 
Jane 

Thompson 
John 1: 

1-14 

Dec 
25th 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

10:00 
am 

Isaiah 9: 
2-7 

TBA 
Titus 2: 
11-14 

TBA 
Luke 2: 

1-14 

 THE FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 

31st 
10:00 

am 
Isaiah 61: 
10-62:3 

Charles 
Paterson 

Galatians 4: 
4-17 

Kate Drewett 
Luke 2: 
15-21 

 THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST (FIRST SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY) 

Jan 
7th 

9:00 
am 

Genesis 1: 
1-5 

John 
Worthington 

Acts 19: 
1-7 

Niccy Fisher 
Mark 1: 

4-11 

10:00 
am 

Mark 1: 
4-11 

Matt Billyard First Sunday Praise 

 
Servers 

 9:00 am 10:00 am 3:00 pm 6:00 pm 11.30 pm 
3rd Geoff Paul - John - 

10th - Chris & Nick  John - - 
17th - Chris & Simon  - John - 

24th - Paul & Simon - - Simon, John Geoff & Paul 
25th - Nick & John - - - 

31st - Simon & Paul - - - 

Jan 7th Geoff Chris - - - 
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Sidesmen 

3rd E Juliet Mills and Margaret Flegg 

10th F Val Wilde, Doris Bellairs and Christine Masters 

17th A Jane Thompson and Adrian Hallam 

24th B Ann Meekings and Liz Bridgeman 
24th (11:30pm)  TBA 

25th  TBA 
31st C Tim Hitchborn and Cled Bennett 

Jan 7th D Trevor Harwood and Kim Hallam 
 

Intercessions 

 9:00 am 10:00 am 11:30pm 

3rd Sue/Sonia TBA  
10th  Jo Aste  

17th  Tony Masters  
24th  Niccy Fisher  

24th (11:30pm)   Nick Drewett 
25th  TBA  

31st  Linda Elliott  

Jan 7th Sue/Sonia TBA  
 

Bread and Wine                      Coffee 

3rd Doris Bellairs & Christine Masters Val Wilde & Doris Bellairs 

10th Carole Mills & Joy Cunningham Ann Bennett & Penny Hebblewhite 
17th Chris Payne & Ann Meekings John and Sue Marsh 

24th TBA (10:00am) TBA 
24th  Ann & Cled Bennett (11:30pm) -- 

25th Dick & Anthea Wray -- 
31st John & Victoria Worthington Lin Witherington & Joan Dyke 

Jan 7th Niccy Fisher & Simon Marshall Johanna Jones & Gill Ironside 
 
 

Flowers  Cleaning Brasses  
3rd 

Advent 
Nov 27th –  
Dec 10th 

 Pat Feek & Chris Payne 

10th Advent  Dec 3rd Chris Payne & Pat Feek 

17th 
Advent 

Dec 11th – 
24th 

 Catherine Boswall 

24th Advent  Dec 17th Marion Stevens & Janet Lill 

24th (pm) Christmas Flowers    

25th 
Christmas Flowers 

Dec 25th –  
Jan 7th 

 John & Linda Sellars 

31st Christmas Flowers    

Jan 7th Christmas Flowers    
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   Letter from the  
Bishop of Grantham 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
Earlier in the autumn, I was enjoying my favourite day-off activity, 
which is to browse in charity and second-hand shops. I came across 
a slim volume of poetry by a man called Shane Jagger. I would like to share one of his poems 
with you: 
 

At Christmas 
we give each other 

small gifts 
 

So why at this time? 
 

It 
reminds us 

a child was born 
who would grow up 

amongst ordinary people 
and by his coming into this world 

would bring an extraordinary great gift 
of news 

The 
Real 

could be 
approached 

without intermediary 
by 

all men 
simply by the means of love 

 
This is why we gift each other at Christmas 

if we remember 
 
I was – and am – struck by the authenticity of this man’s response to the birth of Jesus. It 
might be quite possible to debate whether he has got the theology of the incarnation 
perfectly ‘spot on’. But what I am hearing is a response from the heart that is genuine, and 
that, to me, gives voice to an instinctive ‘experience’ of Christmas. I do not know his faith 
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background. I do know that he was born in 1960, worked in the fish markets in Hull, and 
from the late 1970s until his death earlier this year, lived in the Scottish borders. 
 
Reading Shane’s poem, got me to thinking: how would I describe the meaning of Christmas 
in just a few words? And I wondered whether I should set myself the task of trying to write a 
description, or to draw a picture, or to take a photo (I’m afraid, writing music is beyond me!) 
as I make my own preparations to celebrate the birth of Jesus this year? And if I set myself 
this task, would you perhaps like to join me?  Wouldn’t it be wonderful if, across the Diocese 
of Lincoln, in our own ways, in our own voices, we were able to express something to 
ourselves – and to others – of what Christmas really means to us? 
 
For the Feast is a feast for all people; the celebration of the giving of God’s very self to the 
world in love; a giving that invites a response from us all. 
 
May you know God’s blessing and love this Christmas, in whatever circumstances you 
celebrate it! 
 
Bishop Nicholas 
 
P.S. And if you want to send me your words or your picture, or whatever else your response to the birth of Jesus might 
be, please do! 
 
We are most grateful to Beshara Publications (www.besharapublications.org.uk) for their kind permission to reprint 
the work of Shane Jagger here. 
 

 

+ Nicholas 

 

 

 
 

 
 

ADDITIONAL SERVICES AT THE PRIORY DURING 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 
 

Sunday, December 3rd:  6.00 pm Advent Carol Service 
Sunday, December 10th:  3.00 pm Christingle Service 
Sunday, December 17th:  6.00 pm Service of Nine Lessons & Carols 
Sunday, December 24th:  11.30 pm Midnight Mass 
Monday, December 25th: 10.00 am Family Communion 
 

(For a complete list of services, please see the calendar on the middle pages.) 


