From the Vicar
Dear Friends,
What an extraordinary time we have had of it in the run-up to
Advent Sunday! For me, everything is new: the quiet and
atmospheric service remembering our loved ones; the astonishing
crowds of uniformed groups at Remembrance Sunday; the
culmination of Kingdom season in the Feast of Christ the King
(marked this year with a guest appearance by the visiting Canon
Precentor of Leicester Cathedral); the prospect of Advent carols and
the Christingle Service just around the corner… We might be forgiven
for almost forgetting about the imminence of Christmas itself
because of the excitement of the journey leading up to it!
It always seems to me eminently fitting that we should use the dark
and misty November weeks to contemplate the otherness of God in the awesome dimension of
eternity and Kingdom. Each festival or commemoration is like an outpouring of glory in the
midst of autumnal decay. It all reminds me of that splendid 4th. century hymn:
Hail, gladdening Light, of his pure glory poured,
Who is the immortal Father, heavenly, blest,
Holiest of holies, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
(This tells us that the glory of the Kingdom is breaking in all around us, however dark things
become)
Now we are come to the sun’s hour of rest,
The lights of evening round us shine:
We hymn the Father, Son and Holy Spirit divine.
(At the evening of life we praise God in a glorious homecoming)
Worthiest art thou at all times to be sung with undefilèd tongue,
Son of our God, giver of life, alone:
Therefore in all the world thy glories, Lord, they own.
(Christ is the King, and we put aside any thoughts of our own self-importance, because all that
matters is his glory)
It is in the light of that glory that we enter Advent, a time of self-denial, in preparation for
Christmas. And it is a salutary reminder that everything and everyone we encounter on our
journey to Bethlehem is to be seen in the light of his presence and his hidden glory. We don’t
undertake this spiritual pilgrimage in our own strength, but questingly, humbly, giving up the
false lights of our desires and ambitions to kneel in worship by a manger, the makeshift crib of
a tiny baby, the true Light of the world.
Revd Sue Paterson
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I refuse to be
drawn into the
trend of counting
how many shopping days there are left before
Christmas because this is just another way of
adding to the commercial pressures of the
season. Yes, we all look forward to giving and
receiving presents but in a church magazine it is
surely far better to draw to your attention
details of our forthcoming Christmas Services
when we shall, to quote from the Service of Nine
Lessons and Carols, “hear again the message of
the angels... and ... read ... in Holy Scripture the
tale of the loving purposes of God”. What a
wonderful time for rejoicing Christmas is for
Christians! Why not come and join us as we
begin our celebrations with our annual Service of
Nine Lessons and Carols on Sunday December 20th?
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So, we commend the activities advertised in the following pages and in particular let us
remember that we, as Christians, have more reason than anyone else to enjoy the
celebrations for as well as spending time with our families we can also thank God for his
most wonderful gift to us in Jesus.
May we take this opportunity to wish all our readers a very happy Christmas and a
prosperous New Year.
John
Is pork pie really just a man thing, as we are On the front cover this month Chris has captured the
sometimes led to believe? Well, Margaret’s recipe feeling of anticipation now that we have launched our
this month should definitely change all that!
appeal for the South Aisle Roof replacement.
Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them
coming. Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be
accompanied by authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We
will not publish the names of children pictured unless specifically requested
to do so by their parents or guardians.
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860

priorynews@dsj.org.uk

Please let us have your contributions for the January edition of Priory News BEFORE
the earlier deadline of Friday 18th. December. Thank you.
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Reports and News
 Children's Church - Fundraising Coffee Morning
A big thank you to all members of the congregation and community
who supported our Children in Need and Team Olive fundraising
morning. The Mission Committee stall was full of such beautiful
handmade gifts and the cake stall looked amazing too.
Special thanks to Steve and Jan Fisk for bringing the donkeys along
for rides, to Margaret for making the wonderful Pudsey Bear cake
which we raffled (as well as all those biscuits) and to Carole
and Chris for manning
the teas and coffees.
An amazing total of £460.35 was raised well done everyone!
As many of you know, our donation to
'Team Olive' was to enable the purchase of
a special bike for a little girl in Reception
class at DSJ Primary School. We are very
pleased to report that Olive's family and
friends have now reached the total they
need. However, as a number of other
events were already planned, they are
extending their fundraising with the target of also purchasing a sports prosthetic leg for
Olive (not available on the NHS) so that she can learn to run.
If anyone can help in any way with the fundraising for this amazing little girl, please go to
https://fundrazr.com/campaigns/e137K2 where you can find out more, or speak to Lisa
Goodchild.
Children's Church Leaders

 Christingle
The Christingle Service is on Sunday 13th December at 3pm. We have posters around the
village and have invited children from Deeping St James Community and Linchfield
Primaries, as well as the Scout and Guide groups but do please 'spread the word' so that
everyone can enjoy this magical service. If anyone can help make the christingle oranges
we will be meeting in the Church Hall from 6pm on Friday 11th December - refreshments
will be available! Thank you,
Lisa & Jan
4

 Children's Christmas Party
The annual disco and party is on Sunday 13th December 10am to noon. A sign up list is at
the back of Church for donations to the party food - thank you. Please see Lisa or email
lisagoodchild388@btinternet.com for invitations, as attendance must be pre-booked to
help with the planning.
Lisa

 News from the Tower
Many thanks to the ringers who rang for the Remembrance service on
the 8th November and also on Armistice Day at 10.50.
The bell ringers send you all Christmas greetings and a hope you have
a Happy New Year.
Mike Gentle

 Plough Supper
Following the evening service on January 10th the traditional Plough Supper will be held in
the Church Hall. Details of the event will be available in Church mid- December, so book
the date in your diaries NOW.
Bill

 Mission Matters
 Do you need ...
... Christmas cards, gift tags, Christmas tree decorations or Christmas stockings? You might
find what you need at the back of church. These items will be available every Sunday
morning up to December 20th. There will also be a stall of Christmas items for sale at the
Freshe Ayre Concert on December 6th. The cards and decorations have all been made by
friends and members of the Mission Committee and the Knit and Natter group. All
proceeds from the sale will go towards the Mission Committee’s charity giving.

 Knit and Natter
There will not be a meeting in December. Further details will follow in
January.
Victoria

 Operation Christmas Child
Thank you so much for your good response to the shoeboxes for Operation Christmas
Child. They will soon be on their way to some very needy children to bless them this
Christmas.
Pat Feek
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 Presents for the Homeless
In recent years, due to your generosity, we have been able to give small gifts at Christmas
to the homeless in Peterborough. If you would like to wrap a small parcel and put it in
Fred’s box in church it would be much appreciated.
God bless you, and thank you.
Pat Feek

 Philip’s Piano Recital
I was delighted to be part of the appreciative audience at Philip
Spratley’s piano recital in the church on 22nd November. I’ve
heard Philip play the piano before but never in a full length
programme. It was a real delight.
With pieces ranging from Handel to John Ireland he gave a truly
virtuoso performance. From the fast and furious to the serene
and soothing, he displayed his versatility and mastery of the
keys.
Philip provided informative programme notes about some of the composers and also
included a potted autobiography. It was very interesting to learn about my gifted but
modest friend’s background. In addition, his animated comments about composers in the
second half of the recital were most enlightening.
Thank you, Philip, for entertaining us with your virtuoso performance in support of our
church.
Bet Washbrooke

 Fundraising for the Church Roof Repairs
After the last quinquennial inspection (the review of the state of the fabric of the Church
building) it was reported that the lead covering on the roof of the South Aisle needed
replacing.
So when the Chancellor of the Exchequer announced that he was setting up a Listed Places
of Worship Roof Repair Fund with initial funding of £15 million, later increased to £55
million, the PCC decided to apply for a grant to help with the cost of this work.
I am pleased to report that our application has been successful and that we have been
awarded a grant of nearly £67000. In addition the PCC has agreed to contribute a further
£20000 from the Fabric Fund. However this means that we will still need to raise
approximately £15000 to cover all the costs of the roof repairs and a roof alarm.
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A small group has been formed to co-ordinate and plan a campaign to raise this sum of
£15000. It is hoped that all the various Church groups will take this project on board and
help us to raise the money needed to secure our wonderful building. If everyone can
contribute something, no matter how large or small, I am sure that we will soon reach our
target. As they say – every little helps.
Simon Marshall

 Thanks
(We know that there are several people in our congregation who, because of illness or
infirmity, are unable to attend as often as they would like so we are happy to print the
following two messages:)
I would like to thank everyone for all the messages, cards and prayer support received
throughout my recent hospital stay. The support Rosemary and myself received was very
much appreciated. I have now been discharged and am back home.
(James 5:14: “Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them,
anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord.” [NRSV])

John Fisher
As the year end is fast approaching it is time for me once again to send greetings to all my
friends at the Priory Church. Thank you for all your kindness and help given to me over the
year.
May you all have a joyful Christmas celebrating the birth of Our Lord and may the New
Year be a happy, healthy and peaceful one for everyone.
God bless you all, much love.
Jessie Turner

 Looking Ahead
This year's Priory Players’ pantomime is Beauty and the Beast, with a cast of 60 children
that have all been working hard at rehearsals since September. Helena Gamman is
performing the lead role of Belle and James Jessop will perform the Beast. Set in the
French village of "Franglais-Sur-Mer", the pantomime will take you on a journey through
the Fearsome Forest and onto the Enchanted Castle! The children have all enjoyed
bringing the castle to life in "Be Our Guest". It's a modern, fast-paced pantomime
guaranteed to please all ages. Tickets are just £5 for the Friday night performance.
Full ticket details can be found on our poster or can be obtained from Lisa Goodchild
(lisagoodchild388@btinternet.com or 01778 342388).
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER 2015
2nd

Wednesday

2:00 pm

Hymns at Braeburn Lodge led by Revd Linda Elliott

3rd

Thursday

9:30 am
10:30
7:45 pm

Holy Communion
Home Communions
Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Travel

4th

Friday

Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

6th

SUNDAY

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
9:00 am
Said Communion
10:00 am
Family Service with Holy Baptism
3:00 pm
Freshe Ayre Concert (for church roof)

7th

Monday

Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, Teacher, 397
2:30 pm
W.I. Carol Service

8th

Tuesday

The Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Archdeacon’s Visitation
9:00 am
Deanery Clergy Chapter at Weston

9th

Wednesday

Ember Day
6:00 pm

DSJ Community Primary School Carol Service
Holy Communion

10th

Thursday

9:30 am

11th

Friday

Ember Day
Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir (Extended practice at Cranmore Farmhouse)
7:30 pm
Ringers

12th

Saturday

Ember Day

13th

SUNDAY

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist
(Children’s Church Christmas Party)
3:00 pm
Christingle Service

14th

Monday

John of the Cross, Poet, Teacher, 1591

17th

Thursday

O Sapienta!
9:30 am
7:45 pm
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Holy Communion
Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Christmas Party

18th

Friday

O Adonai!
Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

19th

Saturday

O Root of Jesse!

20th

SUNDAY

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
O Key of David!
10:00 am
Family Communion
6:00 pm
Service of Nine Lessons and Carols

21st

Monday

O Dayspring!

22nd Tuesday

O King of the nations!

23rd

Wednesday

O Emmanuel!

24th

THURSDAY

CHRISTMAS EVE
(No 9:30 am Holy Communion Service)
11:30 pm
Midnight Mass

25th

FRIDAY

CHRISTMAS DAY
10:00 am
Family Communion

26th

Saturday

STEPHEN, DEACON, FIRST MARTYR

27th

SUNDAY

JOHN, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST (First Sunday of Christmas)
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist

28th

Monday

THE HOLY INNOCENTS

29th

Tuesday

Thomas Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury, Martyr, 1170

31st

Thursday

(No 9:30 am Holy Communion Service)

January 2015
1st

Friday

The Naming and Circumcision of Jesus

2nd
389

Saturday

Basil the Great & Gregory of Nazianzus, Bishops, Teachers, 379 &

3rd

SUNDAY

EPIPHANY (transferred) (Second Sunday of Christmas)
9:00 am
Holy Communion (said)
10:00 am
Family Service
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Cooking with Margaret

Mini Pork Pies
Ingredients:

Method:
Sift the flour and salt into a large bowl. Melt the white fat
and water in a saucepan, then bring to the boil.
Immediately pour into the flour mixture and beat with a
wooden spoon to form a soft dough. Cool a little then
knead until smooth. Cover and leave to rest for 20
minutes.

225g Plain Flour
½ tsp Salt
50g White Fat
100ml Water
200g Pork Sausage Meat
2 tbsp Red Onion, finely chopped
1 tbsp Sage
1 tsp Mixed Dried Herbs

Meanwhile, mix together the sausage meat, onion, sage
and dried herbs. Season well. Preheat the oven to 200°
C/Gas Mark 6.
Rollout two thirds of the pastry on a floured surface and
use a 10cm plain cutter to stamp out 6 circles. Use these to
line 6 holes in a muffin tin. Share the filling between them.
Roll out the rest of the pastry and cut out 6 lids with a 7cm
plain cutter. Dampen the edges with water and place on
the pies, sealing with a fork. Brush with the beaten egg and
pierce the surface with a fork.

Salt & Pepper
Beaten Egg to glaze.

Bake for 30-35 minutes until golden brown. When cool
serve.

(Serves 6)

Registers for October
Baptisms:

We welcome into the Lord’s Family:

4th

Archie George Smith
Ruby Olivia Dix

Weddings:

We congratulate:

10th
17th

Richard Seston and Sarah Morley
David Hicks & Sarah Clark

Funerals:

We commend to God’s keeping:

16th
27th
28th
29th

Sidney Francis Clare
Greta Slimmon
Belinda Anne Taylor
Jean Foxon
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Rotas for December
Servers
6th
13th
20th
24th
25th
27th
Jan 3rd

9:00 am
10:00 am
Geoff
Paul
Simon & Nick
Simon & Nick
(Midnight Mass 11:30 pm)
Paul & Nick
Paul & Jo
Geoff
Paul

Sidesmen
6th
13th
20th
20th (Carol Service)
24th (Midnight)
25th
27th
Jan 3rd

F
A
B
C
D
E
F
A

3:00 pm
6:00 pm
John
John
John, Simon, Nick & Geoff
-

Val Wilde, Doris Bellairs and Christine Masters
Jane Thompson and Adrian Hallam
Ann Meakins and Shelagh Fisher
Tim Hitchborn and Cled Bennett
Trevor Harwood and Kim Hallam
Bill and Margaret Flegg, Liz Bridgeman
Val Wilde, Doris Bellairs and Christine Masters
Jane Thompson and Adrian Hallam

Intercessions
6th
13th
20th
24th
25th
27th
Jan 3rd

9:00 am
Sonia M/Sue P
Sonia M/Sue P

Bread and Wine
6th
Martin & Niccy Fisher
13th
Pat Feek & Doris Warner
20th
Bill & Margaret Flegg
24th
Peter & Val Wilde
25th
Martin & Niccy Fisher
27th
Cledwyn & Ann Bennett
3rd
John & Linda Sellars

10:00 am
TBA
Martin Fisher
Jo Astle
Linda Elliott
Nick Drewett
TBA

11:30 pm
Tony Masters
-

Coffee
John & Sue Marsh (10.00 am)
Lin Witherington& Joan Dyke
Pat Feek & Doris Warner
Bill & Margaret Flegg
Val Wilde & Doris Bellairs (10.00 am)
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Flowers

Cleaning

6th
13th
20th

Advent
Advent
Advent

27th

Christmas Flowers

Brasses

7th - 20th
6th
20th
21stJan 3rd

Janet Lill & Marion Stevens
Chris Payne & Pat Feek
Janet Lill & Marion Stevens
Dick & Anthea Wray

Readings and Readers for December
1st Reading

6th

1st Reader
2nd Reading
2nd Reader
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

9:00
am

Malachi 3:
1-4

Martin
Fisher

10:00
am

Matthew 9:
35-10:6-8

Helena
Gamman

Philippians 1:
3-11

Niccy
Fisher

Gospel
Matthew 9:
35-10:6-8

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
13th

10:00
am

Zephaniah
3:
14-end

Adrian
Hallam

Philippians 4:
4-7

Roger
Bridgeman

Luke 3:
7-18

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
20th

10:00
am

Luke 1:
39-45 [46-55]

CHRISTMAS EVE
Kate
Hebrews 1:
Drewett
1-4 [5-12]
CHRISTMAS DAY

24th

11:30
pm

25th

10:00
am

Luke 2:
1-14 [15-20]
JOHN, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST (First Sunday of Christmas)

27th

10:00
am

Exodus 33:
Claire
7-11
Wadsworth

Isaiah 52:
7-10

1 John:
chap. 1

Peter
Wilde

Jo
Astle

John 1:
1-14

John 21:
19-end

EPIPHANY (tranferred) (Second Sunday of Christmas)
Jan
3rd
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9:00
am

Isaiah 60:
1-6

Simon
Marshall

10:00
am

Mark 6:
45-52

Matt
Billyard

1 John 4:
11-18

John
Worthington

Mark 6:
45-52

 Concert - ‘In Dulci Jubilo’
Don’t forget Freshe Ayre’s Christmas Concert on Sunday 6th December at 3pm. The varied
programme will include a wide range of seasonal music on recorders, crumhorns,
symphony, psaltery, organ etc. and joining the ensemble will be
Bryan Jones, baritone, who was, until recently, a member of our
church.
Proceeds from the concert will go to the work of Priory Church
and its Mission Committee so pleae bring all your friends for an
entertaining and tuneful start to the festive season.
Tickets : Adult £6, Child £4 (including light refreshments)
available from Philip Astle 01778 346879, Victoria Worthington
01778 343860 or at the door. We look forward to seeing you
there!
Jo Astle

 Christian Aid
Mission Matters will be making a donation to Christian Aid in December and would like to
invite members of the congregation to help us take advantage of the Government’s
‘doubling up’ offer. For every £1 donated up until the end of December they will add a £1
to ‘double it up’. There will be five large cards at the back of Church during Advent and we
invite you to sign your name and add to the total which we send to Christian Aid by
making a donation in lieu of sending cards to all your friends in the congregation. These
cards, once filled, will be sent to those who are unable to come to Church through ill
health. This will send our good wishes to them, and let them know we are thinking and
praying for them.
Caroline
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Letter from the Bishop
Dear Friends
The end of another year is a good opportunity to see how far we’ve
come. And it’s been quite a year, both in the Diocese of Lincoln, and
in our national life. We’ve had a general election, we’ve had people
coming and people going, both nationally and in the diocese. Some
projects have been completed, and others have begun.
December may bring us a reminder of how long our New Years’
resolutions have fallen by the wayside, and how much bigger the
challenge is for the next year. For me, the big thing is that we’re heading in the direction I
envisaged when I came to the diocese four years ago. We have resolved to build the
kingdom of God in our part of England, and each year brings its new challenges to fulfil the
work we’re called to do.
We live in a broken world, where society strives superficially for perfection. But at this
time of year, we celebrate God being among us, born in danger and poverty. It wasn’t the
perfect birth for a perfect God. It was a very real human experience, which serves to
remind us that despite our imperfections and the challenges we face, we have a Gospel to
proclaim.
The celebration of the birth of Christ is the chance to resolve to do the very best we can in
the service of God. And while we can never be perfect, we have a perfect example in the
birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
I wish you a very happy and peaceful Christmas.

+ Christopher
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