From the Curate
Dear Friends,
On 1st December we begin the season of Advent, our time of preparation for
the joy and celebration of Christmas Day, God’s breaking into our world bringing
new hope through the birth of his son, Jesus. It’s a busy time of year, full of
parties and preparations for the big day, with cards to write, presents to buy
and food to get in while the short days seem to pass so quickly.
A good image to focus on in these days is that of the Wise men journeying from
afar to see the great new king who is about to be born. Many of you I know like
to mark the days by lighting an Advent candle or, if you have children, opening
the doors of an Advent Calendar.
This year our diocese has produced a superb booklet to accompany your
Advent journey. Each day has a short bible reading, a reflection and a prayer
based on the themes of each Sunday in Advent. The full colour booklet is
beautifully illustrated and it’s free. Please let me know as soon as possible if you
would like a copy (one per household, please). The booklet is an ideal way to
respond to Bishop Christopher’s vision that we as followers of Jesus in our
diocese of Lincoln should be faithful, confident and joyful.
Advent ends with our celebration of the light and love Jesus brings into our lives.
May his peace be with you throughout Christmastide and through the year to
come.
A happy and blessed Christmas to you all,
Reverend Sonia
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In this Month’s Priory News …
Dear All,
We have another varied
magazine for you this
month and hopefully
everyone
who
is
organising an event in
December will have told us in time for us to advertise it.
Talking of which, may I make another plea that you get
your items for publication to us in good time. We still
struggle at times to meet our own deadline! The present
issue is in fact later than we had hoped.
We shall be putting up the price per copy for Priory News
from January - a modest increase from 40p to 50p which
we hope will help to cover increasing costs of paper and
overall production. You may be aware, for example, that
we had to purchase a new photocopier recently. However,
we feel confident that you will agree that an increase of
£1-20 per year is small price to pay for our, or, should I
say, your magazine. So please keep your articles coming.
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Caroline and I should like to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and Healthy and Prosperous
New Year!
John
Margaret’s mince pies sound particularly tempting
this month. What a pity I haven’t made any
elderberry wine recently - I’ll have to make do with
a glass of Shiraz or something.

Thanks to Philip Astle for the cover photograph which
was taken last year. Aren’t we fortunate in having
such a photogenic church and village and some lovely
angles from which to photograph them?

Thanks to those who have sent articles for Priory News. Please keep them coming.
Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be accompanied
by authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We will not
publish the names of children pictured unless specifically requested to do so
by their parents or guardians.
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860

priorynews@dsj.org.uk

In view of the time of year, please let us have your contributions for the January edition
of Priory News BEFORE the earlier deadline of Monday 16th. December. Thank you.
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Dates for your Diary….
 Christingle Service
This year’s Christingle Service will take place at 3.00 pm on Sunday 8th
December and will be combined with our monthly Family Service. This will be
followed by coffee and mince pies in the hall and there will also be a chocolate
raffle. Volunteers to make the Christingles are needed at 7.00 pm on Friday 6th
at 34 Eastgate.

 Junior Church Christmas Party
This will take place on Sunday 15th
December between 10.00 am and noon
and will close the present session. Junior
Church will resume on January 5th.

 A Promenade Nativity
Friday 13th December will be a special
day for some of our church members, old
and young as they perform a Promenade
Nativity starting off from the Youth Club
car park at 5.30 pm. For further details,
please see the adjoining advert.

 Various Carol Services
Our Advent Carol Service will be held on
Sunday 1st December at 6.00 pm. The
traditional Service of Nine Lessons and
Carols will be held on Sunday 22nd
December also beginning at 6.00 pm. In addition, the W.I. will hold their Carol
Service on Monday 2nd December at 2.30 pm and Deeping St. James
Community Primary School will hold theirs at 6.00 pm on Wednesday 18th
December.
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Reports from Church Groups
 News from the Tower
A BIG THANK-YOU to John Worthington for his comments on the bell ringers last month.
As normal it was a privilege to ring for Remembrance Sunday service. We trust the muffled
bells sounded as pleasant a reminder of the fallen as it did whilst ringing.
On Friday evening we remembered Fabian Stedman, recognised as
“the father of change ringing”, who died and was buried 300 years
ago on 16th November 1713. So from this fact alone one can realise
that bell ringing as it is done today has a long history.
It is important that the art of change ringing is carried on. To do
this, many more people of all ages are needed to support bell
ringing in general. If you have any interest at all we are willing to
teach young or old how to ring. As well as ringing at Deeping St
James, we occasionally have outings to other towers and social
events such as ten pin bowling, an annual barbeque and Christmas meal. Our practice
evening is on Friday nights from 19.30 – 21.00.
Interested! Come and try. For more
information contact Hilary or Mike Gentle on 01778 345478.
We have been asked by several people why the bells were rung on Thursday 14th. The sole
reason for this was to remove the muffles and at the same time carry out a full check and
service on the bells. Muffles are leather pads which are fitted to the bell clapper with either
leather straps or Velcro. It is tradition to fit one muffle to remember the dead and two
muffles for a Monarch. Thank you for enquiring.
We wish you all a VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS and HAPPY NEW YEAR.

Hilary & Mike

Other Reports and News
(We don’t see Jessie Turner in church very often these days so she asked us to include the
following message:)
Dear Friends,
Here we are once again reading the December magazine and it’s time for me to send
Christmas greetings to you all, with many thanks for your help and friendship during the
year. I hope that you celebrate with family and friends and have a joyful time during this
Holy season.
Best wishes for a happy and healthy New Year, God bless,
Sincerely,

Jessie Turner
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Getting to Know You…
This month it‟s the turn of Peter and Val Wilde to tell us a
little bit about themselves. Like all men from the North
West, though, he‟s a modest sort of chap, so he didn‟t
mention just how well he can rival Stanley Holloway at telling
the tale of how “yon lion‟s „et our Albert”!

Peter:
I was born in a “lake” but never have been able to swim – actually it was in the Lake
Hospital in Ashton–under-Lyne, now part of Greater Manchester, in 1939. I went firstly to
Russell Scott Primary School then to Audenshaw Grammar School and started work with
Metal Box in Manchester in 1957 before moving to the Peterborough branch in 1975. Later
I worked for Royal Insurance until I retired in 2001. Whilst “up north” my local church was
that of St Lawrence in Denton where I lived and I played for the cricket team of the same
name. Later I crossed paths with Val (or should that be “swords”?).
Val:
I was born in the middle of World War II at the
station house in Elton where my grandparents lived
as stationmasters. After the war I lived in the village
with my parents and attended the C of E School until
I left to work in Peterborough as a machinist making
ladies garments. (Happy days!). After I was first
married I lived in Warmington and then in
Peterborough with my 3 children. Later Peter came
into my life.
We married in 1981 and lived in Allen Close. When Susan was born in 1982 we needed
more space and moved to our present home. We are now blessed with 5 lovely
grandchildren. Peter did a stint as Rector’s Warden when Stanley Howarth was Vicar and he
and Susan joined the Choir when she was 7 years old.
Val’s hobbies include jigsaw puzzles, crosswords and watercolour painting. Peter’s hobbies
include model railways, both actual and computer generated. He also enjoys singing in the
Choir.
Together we enjoy sequence dancing which keeps us occupied two or three evenings in the
week and on at least two Saturday nights in the month.

Val & Peter
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TONY'S TRAVELS:

BY THE RIVERS OF BABYLON; PART 1

Years ago, when I had more hair on my head and less grey in my beard, I was involved for a
time with two very different projects. One concerned the maritime works for a new ferry
terminal at Pembroke Dock in the far west of Wales, the other was a new factory on the
outskirts of Baghdad to produce concrete sleepers for IRR, the Iraqi Republic Railways – this
was before the Gulf War, I doubt the factory is still operational, or even in existence.
Visits to Pembroke were always a tiring affair involving a difficult drive of about 6 hours with
one stop at a ‘greasy spoon’ café en route, whereas travelling to Baghdad meant a comfortable
flight of about 5 hours with a meal of spiced lamb, and coffee delicately flavoured with
cardamom. So, strange to recall, at that time Baghdad felt closer to home than Pembroke.
Anyway, I can’t say I ever enjoyed visiting Pembroke; it always seemed to be raining, with a
cold wind whistling off the sea, and problems always seem worse when you are wet and cold.
The hotel we stayed in was gloomy and reminded me that someone once said there are parts
of Wales where the only concession to gaiety is a striped shroud – I think he must have been
trying to get a drink on a Sunday. Also the Pembroke project was problematic both to design
and to construct because that part of the coast has a very large tidal range, and to cap it all we
had a very fraught opening day when the first car ferry to arrive from Ireland misjudged its
approach and made a good attempt at demolishing part of the newly-built quay, on which
were standing various local dignitaries and other people including your humble scribe.
However, in terms of difficulties overall, Baghdad easily took the biscuit. For example, I had
the services of an excellent bi-lingual secretary on site, but IRR insisted that all correspondence
had to be presented with the English version written left to right on the left hand side of the
page and the Arabic translation written right to left
on the right hand side of the page (no, you are not
reading Alice in Wonderland, this really happened.)
As no one had invented a typewriter capable of
doing this simultaneously (the mind boggles at the
thought) it made correspondence laborious, and as I
couldn’t read Arabic, let alone translate it, I was
never sure that the Arabic version actually said what
I intended. A few weeks of this sort of thing with a
difficult client and paranoia can set in, quickly
followed by a touch of the screaming add-dabs.
These problems were aggravated by the agonisingly slow and inefficient postal service, it was
usually quicker and more reliable to send any post by messenger (the legendary man with a
cleft stick.) When we discovered that the IRR office in Baghdad always gave priority to dealing
with air mail we seriously considered sending our letters to them air mail via the UK.
But I am jumping ahead. If you are still with me, let’s go back to the beginning where I pick up
the phone to hear the stentorian tones of the firm’s Senior Partner asking if I would kindly
arrange to be on the next flying carpet to Baghdad.
(continued on page 10)
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER 2013
1st

SUNDAY

ADVENT 1
(Common Worship Year A begins)
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist
6:00 pm
Advent Carol Service

2nd

Monday

2:30 pm

W I Carol Service in church

5th

Thursday

9:30 am
10:30 am
7:45 pm

Holy Communion
Home Communions
Church Ladies’ Fellowship - Christmas Flower Arranging

6th

Friday

Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, 326
Practice Night:
7:00 - 9:00 pm Extended Choir Practice at Cranmore Farmhouse
7:30 pm
Ringers

7th

Saturday

Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, 397

8th

SUNDAY

ADVENT 2
10:00 am
3:00 pm

Sung Eucharist
Family Service and Christingle
PCC meeting at 16, Church Street

9th

Monday

7:30 pm

11th

Wednesday

Ember Day

12th

Thursday

9:30 am

13th

Friday

Ember Day; Lucy, Martyr at Syracuse, 304
5:30 pm
Promenade Nativity starting from Youth Club car park
Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

14th

Saturday

Ember Day; John of the Cross, Poet, Teacher, 1591

15th

SUNDAY

ADVENT 3
(Last Chidren’s Church until January 5th)
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist
Children’s Church Chritmas Party

17th

Tuesday

O Sapienta (O Wisdom!)

18th

Wednesday

O Adonai!
6:00 pm

19th
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Thursday

Holy Communion

DSJ Community Primary School Carol Service

O Root of Jesse!
9:30 am
Holy Communion

20th

Friday

O Key of David!
Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

21st

Saturday

O Dayspring!

22nd SUNDAY

ADVENT 4
O King of the Nations!
(No Children’s Church)
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist
6:00 pm
Service of Nine Lessons and Carols

23rd

Monday

O Emmanuel!

24th

TUESDAY

CHRISTMAS EVE
11:30 pm
Midnight Mass

25th

WEDNESDAY CHRISTMAS DAY
10:00 am
Family Eucharist

26th

Thursday

STEPHEN, DEACON, FIRST MARTYR
(No 9.30 am Holy Communion this week)

27th

Friday

JOHN, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST
(No practices this week)

28th

Saturday

THE HOLY INNOCENTS

29th

SUNDAY

FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
(No Children’s Church)
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist

31st

Tuesday

John Wyclif, Reformer, 1384

January
1st

Wednesday

The Naming and Circumcision of Jesus

2nd

Thursday

Basil the Great & Gregory of Nazianzus, Bishops & Teachers, 379 & 389
9:30 am
Holy Communion
10:30 am
Home Communions
7:45 pm
Church Ladies’ Fellowship - Curiosities Quiz

3rd

Friday

Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

5th

SUNDAY

EPIPHANY (transferred from Jan. 6th.)
(Children’s Church resumes)
9:00 am
Holy Communion (said)
10:00 am Family Service
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(continued from page 7)
He informs me that a French contractor has erected a huge elevated silo to hold thousands of
tons of cement and water and that the first time it was filled it collapsed, since when Iraq has
held the record for the world’s largest unwelcome concrete dumpling. Furthermore, since our
firm’s help is being requested by the British company building the factory where the silo is
situated and I am one of the firm’s accredited French speakers yours truly is required to get off
his derrière and sort it, tout de suite. Well? He demands after an ominous pause. Ah, dear
reader, what hangs on that one word! If I say OK the broad sunlit uplands might open before
me, prospects of future promotion with pleasures untold, but if I say no to the Senior Partner –
well, I would be cast into the outer darkness where this is naught but the wailing and the
gnashing of teeth. So of course I say yes, my visa is fast –tracked at the Iraqi Embassy by our
London office and soon I am sitting in an Iraqi Airways 747 at Heathrow. Now here’s a funny
thing, there are only two of us sitting in business class and a few in economy, this is an awfully
big aircraft for a bunch of people who could squeeze into a phone box. UsualIy this only
occurs when a plane is on its way to pick up the faithful for the Haj, the pilgrimage to Mecca. I
only find out later that there is a bit of a crisis going on and Saddam Hussein, fearing a coup,
has shot a few people he didn’t much care for and temporarily stopped Iraqis travelling. This
does not bode well for the situation ahead.
When you land at a foreign airport in the middle of the night the worst thing that can happen is
for the taxi to have a puncture before you leave the car park. No it isn’t, the worst thing is to
discover that the taxi has a spare wheel but no wheelbrace so the driver can’t get the wheel
off. (Actually something even worse happened to me the first time I arrived at Karachi but that
is another story entirely.) I say I will find another taxi but the driver is determined to get his
fare, so locks my luggage in the boot, insists that his brother-in-law lives nearby and in no time
at all we will be away. As expected this turns out to be optimistic, firstly his brother in law
takes about half an hour to arrive and is not best pleased to be turfed out of bed at this time of
night; secondly the wheel nuts are rusted on solid, looking as if they have not been removed
since the collapse of the Assyrian Empire. Eventually, after much heaving and cursing, the
spare wheel is in place, we get under way for a hair-raising drive in to central Baghdad and
dawn is just breaking as I check in to my hotel. A clear sky, a new day, a new challenge, surely
things can only get better! Fat chance.
(To be continued.)
(Tony adds this note:)
Commiserations .........
The editor‟s lot is not an easy one
Before he‟s even typed a word half the month has gone
People say they‟ll contribute but as the days go by
They either change their minds or find they‟ve other fish to fry
When lots of pages still are blank should he give up the fight?
No, stick in Tony‟s Travels - and serve „em blooming right!
x
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Music from Omsk
When the Toccata Classics company said that one of Russia's top
orchestras would like to play and record some of my work I was
somewhat stunned. We decided to accept even though it was a
long journey to the South Western tip of Siberia and the remote
city of Omsk which is about the size of Birmingham. We were told
to forget any preconceptions of Siberia and this was sound advice.
The weather in May was warm, the people friendly, the city
impressive and the orchestra quite superb. We were assisted with
translations by two university student who were an absolute
delight and vital when it came to deciphering menus.
Apart from the change of planes in the new Moscow airport which was a fraught experience
the journey was quite enjoyable. There is a 6 hour difference with the UK so we landed in
Omsk just after 6.00 am. Our contact was waiting with a smart chauffer who took us to the
hotel where we snatched a few hours sleep. In the afternoon we met the director and
conductor, Dmitry Vasiliev, and made all necessary arrangements.
The following day, Saturday, we set off the short distance to the new Philharmonic hall
which is absolutely state of the art. The eighty plus players were all there with some of
them tuning or practicing. The rehearsal began at 10.00am and breaks were strictly
observed and we finished mid afternoon. We were given a very plush room to relax which
contained all facilities plus snacks and tea and coffee.
Sunday followed the same pattern but we were able to go into the Orthodox church by the
Hall. Like the cathedral in Omsk it suffered badly at the hands of the communists having
been shut in 1925 and blown up in 1935. It has been painstakingly restored and recently
rededicated. We gave thanks for that. After a good night’s sleep we had a tour around the
city on our day off including a boat trip on the majestic river.
Recording began on Tuesday morning, and
after an afternoon break continued in the
evening. For readers interest this break was
to enable the wind players, particularly the
brass, to recover their lips after concentrated
playing. Wednesday morning completed the
task and we were able to thank the players as
they left. It had all gone like a dream.
The chauffer driven car took us to the station
on Thursday morning and we caught the train
to Moscow. Omsk lies as an important stopping place on the Trans-Siberian railway. The
journey took 42 hours. Liz had bought enough for 5 or 6 meals and we were able to boil
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water in the two berth compartment. The journey was great fun and the stops at big cities
were interesting. Alas, much of the terrain was similar and unspectacular. Our three days in
Moscow were packed full of interest and our charming guide took us to the Bolshoi,
Kremlin, St Basil's and around the city in her very expensive car. On at least one occasion
she clocked 80 mph in the city precincts and still there were others going ever faster! The
whole twelve days were fantastic and a great experience.
The Omsk Philharmonic recorded three works, 'Cargoes', a description of John Masefield's
lovely three stanza poem; 'A Helpston Fantasia' for small orchestra and is a medley taken
from John Clare's fiddle tune book; the third piece is called 'Sinfonia Pascale' and might
cause trouble to begin with for most listeners. There is a programme but I hope those who
buy the CD will summon up their own scenes of Easter week and beyond.
Philip

Fifteen Shades Of Grey
(At our recent Old Time Music Hall show, we were entertained by a variety of items some of
which needed to be seen and heard for their full effect. This one, presumably a response to
a recent bestseller, is by our very own bard, Tony Masters and is printed by permission. By
the way, Tony appeared on stage clutching a paint chart.)
Warm Grey, Gentle Rain, Stoneware and Cosy Grey
Those are the first ones on my list of shades today.
At the risk of sending you to sleep, a few more from the list
Which are Soft Stone, Flintstone, Calluna, Smoulder, Spotlight, Moonstone and
Silver Mist
Now just in case you wonder where I found these shades of grey
They’re in a tatty catalogue that someone threw away
At this point I should pause to explain myself and say
That here you’ll find no dungeon, nor the famous Christian Grey
There’s nothing written here might make a girl feel faint
It’s nothing but a tedious list; it’s fifteen shades of paint
For who wants sex and violence when they’re reading up in bed
Why not open up a colour chart from B&Q instead
Instead of naughty stories that do no good at all
Let’s find a shade of grey that might look nice in the hall
Thankfully, just four more shades to mention anyway
Which are Pearl Grey, Celestite, Warm Pewter and Brushed Clay
As promised there was nothing that might lead a girl astray
And that concludes my list, my fifteen shades of grey
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Cooking with Margaret:
Mince Pies with Citrus Pastry
Ingredients:
Pastry:
115g Plain flour
Grated zest of ½ Orange & ½
Lemon
50g Unsalted Butter
25g Caster Sugar
1 Large egg yolk
Filling:

Method:
Combine the flour and citrus zests in a bowl
Rub in the butter then stir in the sugar
Bind it all to a dough with the egg yolk and 1
tablespoon cold water
Roll out the dough on a lightly floured surface
Stamp out 12 rounds using a 8cm round pastry cutter,
re-rolling the pastry if necessary
Place the rounds in a patty tin
Chill for at least 30 minutes
Preheat the oven to Gas 5/ 190°C

350g Mincemeat

Place heaped teaspoon of mincemeat into each pastry
case

80g White Marzipan

Roll out the marzipan on a sugared surface and cut out
a star or holly shapes
Place a shape in the centre of each tart

Makes 12

Bake the mince pies in the middle of the oven for about
15 minutes, or until the pastry is golden

(Please note: owing to Doris Warner’s indisposition, the House Group is temporarily meeting at 138
Eastgate),
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Rotas for December
Servers
1st
8th
15th
22nd
24th
25th
29th
Jan 5th

9.00 am
Geoff

Sidesmen
1st
1st. (pm)
8th
15th
22nd
22nd (pm)
24th
25th
29th
Jan 5th

A
B
C
D
E
F
A
B
C
D

10.00 am
John & Simon
Paul & Chris
Simon & Chris
Paul & Simon
Paul
Chris & John
Paul

3:00 pm
John
-

6:00 pm
Geoff
Geoff
-

11:30 pm
Chris, Simon & Geoff
-

Team A: Jane Thompson & Adrian Hallam
Team B: Joy Cunningham & Ann Meekings
Team C: Tim Hitchborn & Cled Bennett
Team D: Trevor Harwood & Kim Hallam
Team E: Liz Bridgeman, Bill & Margaret Flegg
Team F: Val Wilde, Doris Bellairs & Christine Masters

Intercessions
1st
8th
15th
22nd
24th
25th
29th
Jan 5th

9:00 am
(no 9.00 am service)
Anne Smart

Bread and Wine
1st
Cled & Ann Bennett (9.00 am.)
8th
Doris Bellairs & Christine Masters
15th
Christine Payne & Ann Meekings
22nd Dick & Anthea Wray
24th
Peter & Val Wilde
25th
Martin & Niccy Fisher
29th
Pat Feek & Doris Warner
Jan 5th John & Victoria Worthington
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10:00 am
John Marsh
Anne Smart
Martin Fisher
Niccy Fisher
Sonia Marshall (11.30.pm)
Jo Astle
Tony Masters
T.B.A.
Coffee
Pat Feek & Doris Warner
Val Wilde & Doris Bellairs
Bill & Margaret Flegg
John & Sue Marsh
Ann Bennett & Penny Hebblewhite
Johanna Jones & Jill Ironside

Flowers
Flowers
1st
8th
15th
22nd
24th
25th
29th
Jan 5th

Advent
Advent
Advent
Advent
Christmas Flowers
Christmas Flowers
Christmas Flowers
Christmas Flowers

Cleaning & Brasses
Cleaning Brasses
Doris Bellairs & Christine Masters
1st
Nov 25Dec 8
John & Linda Sellars
9th-22nd
Janet Lill & Marion Stevens
15th
Janet Lill & Marion Stevens
23rdDick & Anthea Wray
Jan 5th
-

Readings and Readers for December
1st

8th

15th

22nd

OT Reading OT Reader
NT Reading
NT Reader
Gospel
ADVENT 1 (Common Worship Year A begins)
10:00
Isaiah 2:
Simon
Romans 13:
Roger
Matthew 24:
am
1-5
Marshall
11-end
Bridgeman
36-44
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
10:00 Isaiah 11:
Liz
Romans 15:
Adrian
Matthew 3:
am
1-10
Bridgeman
4-13
Hallam
1-2
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
10:00
am
10:00
am

Isaiah 35:
1-10

Jacob
Boswall

Isaiah 10:
10-16

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Peter
Romans 1:
John
Wilde
1-7
Worthington

24th

11:30
pm

Isaiah 52:
7-10

25th

10:00
am

Isaiah 62:
6-12

29th

10:00
am

Isaiah 63:
7-9

9:00
am

Isaiah 60:
1-6

Jan
5th

James 5:
7-10

Liz
Spratley

CHRISTMAS EVE
Victoria
Hebrews 1:
Jill
Worthington
1-4
Ironside
CHRISTMAS DAY
Jo
Titus 3:
Niccy
Astle
4-7
Fisher
CHRISTMAS 1
Tony
Hebrews 2:
Joy
Masters
10-end
Cunningham
EPIPHANY (transferred from Jan. 6th.)
Ann
Ephesians 3:
Martin
Bennett
1-12
Fisher

Matthew 11:
2-11
Matthew 1:
18-end
John 1:
1-14
Luke 2:
8-20
Matthew 2:
13-end
Matthew 2:
1-12

Registers for October 2013
Funerals:
3rd

We commend to God’s keeping:
Jean Harrison
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Letter from the
Bishop of Lincoln
Dear Friends,
At its meeting at the end of September, the diocesan synod agreed that we should move
forward together as a faithful, confident and joyful diocese.
While I hope that these three things – faith, confidence and joy – will help us to shape our
common life as we discern God’s will for our diocese in the years ahead, they also seem to
me to be very relevant for the season of Advent.
In Advent, we prepare for the great gift from God that is coming: the gift of his Son, Jesus
Christ, through whom we receive redemption from our sins and fullness of life.
This gift, freely given by God, is the source of
our hope and the ground of our faith. It is
also a sign of God’s faith in humanity, who
loves us with a love that is far beyond
anything we can imagine. In the life of Jesus,
whose birth we celebrate at Christmas, that
we see that love come down to earth and
made manifest in ways that we can begin to
understand.
In all the glitz and glamour of the Christmas
season it can be easy to miss this
It is this faith in humanity, summed up in the birth in the stable in Bethlehem, from which
we can take confidence to live as disciples of Jesus Christ, walking in his way and following
his example. In him, the love of God is there for all to see. Through him, God has shown us
the pattern for our lives.
May God inspire us with joy as we await the coming of his Son, Jesus Christ, and may I wish
you a blessed and a holy Christmas.
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