From the Revd Janet
Dear Friends,
“There’s a star in the east on Christmas morn!
Rise up, shepherd, and follow.
It will lead to the place where the Saviour’s born!
Rise up, shepherd, and follow.
Leave your sheep and leave your lambs,
Rise up, shepherd, and follow.
Leave your ewes and leave your rams.
Rise up, shepherd, and follow.
Sung to a tune reminiscent of American black spirituals, it conjures up images of burdened slaves singing
with real hope in their hearts as they sing of the one who suffered with human oppression and pain in
Gethsemane and on Good Friday. Christ overcame suffering, darkness and death. This is the call of
Christianity which has its beginnings in the prophecies of the Old Testament many years before his birth,
the mission of the angel Gabriel appearing to Mary to bring her into a state of pregnancy, and finally the
birth of Christ, the Saviour in the stable at Bethlehem. It is a message bringing light and hope into the
darkness of the world.
We know that this message has lost its way somewhat in the commercialism of Christmas, but the
advantage of this is that it brings its own kind of Advent calling: “This is a real festival celebration –
don’t forget a single thing in all your preparations because you have got plenty of time, and there is no
excuse for forgetting!” Get ready in good time.
We spend four Sundays in the season of Advent before the festival, preparing ourselves inwardly to
receive the message of Christmas, so we can hardly complain. Each Sunday in Advent has its own
special emphasis upon the inner journey of Christmas: themes include repentance, just judgment,
heralding the message and a reminder that the world won’t last for ever. These are mighty themes in
their own right. This is a calling to put our lives into perspective – the perspective of God, who is
timeless. He says, “See all this from my point of view. There is a very big picture, and you are a special
part of it – I can’t complete it without you. It may seem hard, but my plan is one of love”
Overall, the story of the birth of Jesus brings a reminder that God is in control and knows what he is
doing, even when times are hard and circumstances meagre. Christ was born safely, and together with
his family lived to grow up into a normal life as a carpenter’s son.
Our response to this should rise above doubt and cynicism. American slavery was eventually halted, and
rightly so, although it took a long time with supreme human effort from those Christians such as William
Wilberforce who fought against it. Sometimes the light of Christ takes time to illuminate the darkness
of humanity. Let it not be so in our hearts. Rise up and follow.
With all good wishes,

Revd Janet
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Registers for October 2012
Baptisms: we welcome into the Lord’s
family:

Weddings: we congratulate:

21st

13th

Sally Rose Emery
Madison Harwood

Michael Baldwin and Stephanie
Miller

Funerals: we commend to God’s keeping:
23rd

Marion Lormer

Dates for your Diary
On 7th December the Church Ladies Fellowship are holding a fund raising
Lunch in the Church Hall at 12-00am, Cost £7-00. Please contact Margaret
347197 for details. All welcome
Margaret Flegg

House Group
7:30pm Wednesdays
at 45 Crowson Way, DSJ.
All welcome!
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Parish Directory
Priest in Charge

The Revd Janet Donaldson

vicar@dsj.org.uk

Curate

The Revd Sonia Marshal l

curate@dsj.org.uk

Joint Curate with Market
Deeping

The Revd M ark Thomso n revmarkthomson@stguthlacs.org.uk

Churchwardens

Liz Spratley
John Worthington

Assistant Churchwarden

Doris Bellairs

Parochial Church Council
Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Hon. Secretary
Hon. Treasurer
Covenant Secretary
Electoral Roll Officer

The Revd Janet Donaldson
Martin Jones
Roger Bridgeman
Simon Marshall
Peter Wilde
Kim Hallam

Synod Members
Diocesan Synod
Deanery Synod

John Worthington

Organist

Philip Spratley

Church Coffee Group
Church Flowers
House Group
Rose & Sweet Pea Show
Just People
Junior Church

treasurer@dsj.org.uk

Canon Niccy Fisher
The above plus
The Reverend Sonia Marshall
Simon Marshall

Choir Master
Organisations
Bellringers
Church Hall Bookings
Church Ladies’ Fellowship

churchwarden@dsj.org.uk

Richard Muspratt
Jo-Anne Thomson
Anthea Wray
Carole Mills
Margaret Flegg
Pauline Brooksbank
Christine Masters
Doris Warner
TBA
Ted Fisk
Revd Janet Donaldson
Andrea Gamman

music@dsj.org.uk
organist@dsj.org.uk
ringers@dsj.org.uk
churchhall@dsj.org.uk

roseandsweetpea@dsj.org.uk

youth@dsj.org.uk
juniorchurch@dsj.org.uk

Priory News
Editors
Advertising
Printing
Distribution

Caroline Herron
John Worthington
John Marsh
John Worthington
Doris Bellairs

priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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In this Month’s Priory News …
Dear All,
It is probably not
surprising that material
for the December
magazine seems to be a
little sparse – with
constant reminders
that Christmas is just
around the corner, it is
so easy to have our minds focused elsewhere than on the
parish mag. However, it does occur to me that perhaps not
all of you read Priory News from cover to cover in detail as
we receive very few comments from readers about the odd
errors which we make! So, first prize for November must go
to Doris Bellairs who noticed that there was supposed to be
a Harvest Lunch on Advent Sunday! I hope you read this in
time to make other arrangements, Doris, and there will be a
box of chocolates as a consolation prize!

From the Vicar
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Diary Dates
House Group
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Nativity Wordsearch
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Mission Matters
Letter from the Bishop
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This month Revd Janet focuses our attention on youth work
in the Deepings and the concerns of Churches Together
15
leading to the setting up of “4.45”, and the Bishop’s Letter
16
encourages us to reflect on the very first Christmas in
Bethlehem. So, as you ‘stir the pud’ (thanks for the recipe, Margaret), why not listen to Philip’s
seasonal CD from last year (he still has copies available) and start planning your contribution to the
January Priory News.
A very Happy Christmas to you all, and many thanks to all our contributors during the past twelve
months.
John
Please note the early deadline for the January
This month’s photograph has been kindly
th
edition will be 14 December 2012
submitted by Philip Astle
Clergy Duty Days:
Revd Janet
Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, Sunday
Revd Sonia
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday. Sunday
Either can be available on a Friday

Thanks to those who have sent articles for Priory News. Please keep them
coming – all are very welcome. NB: pictures containing recognisable
children must be accompanied by authorisation to publish from their
parents or guardians. We will not publish the names of children pictured
unless specifically requested to do so by their parents or guardians.
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 01778-343860
priorynews@dsj.org.uk
Please let us have your contributions for the January edition of Priory News
BEFORE the deadline, Friday 14th December. Thank you for your help.
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Church Calendar for December
2nd

SUNDAY

3rd

Monday

6th

Thursday

7th

Friday

8th

Saturday

9th

SUNDAY

13th

Thursday

14th

Friday

16th

SUNDAY

17th
18th
19th

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

20th

Thursday

21st

Friday

ADVENT SUNDAY
(Common Workship Year C begins)
10:00am Sung Eucharist
6:00pm Advent Carol Service
2:00pm Women’s Institute Carol Service
Nicholas, Bishop of Myrna, 326
9:30am Holy Communion
10:30am Home Communions
7:45pm Church Ladies’ Fellowship
Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, 397
12:00 noon Church Ladies’ Fellowship Fund Raising Lunch
Practice Night:
6:45pm Choir
7:30pm Ringers
The Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8:00am Holy Communion
10:00am Sung Eucharist
3:00pm Christingle/Family Service
Lucy, Martyr at Syracuse, 304
9:30am Holy Communion
John of the Cross, Teacher, Poet, 1591
Practice Night:
6:45pm Choir (extended practice at Cranmore Farmhouse)
7:30pm Ringers
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
10:00am Sung Eucharist
3:00pm Baptism of Lily Darryl Makin
4:00pm Wassail! A concert by Freshe Ayre at Cranmore Farmhouse
O Sapienta!
O Adonai!
O Root of Jesse!
O Key of David!
9:30am Holy Communion
7:45pm Church Ladies’ Fellowship
O Dayspring!
Practice Night:
6:45pm Choir
7:30pm Ringers
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22nd

Saturday

23rd

SUNDAY

24th

Monday

25th

Tuesday

26th

Wednesday

27th

Thursday

28th

Friday

29th

Saturday

30th

SUNDAY

31st
Monday
JANUARY
1st

Tuesday

2nd

Wednesday

O King of the nations!
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8:00am Holy Communion
10:00am Sung Eucharist
6:00pm Service of Nine Lessons and Carols
Christmas Eve
11:30pm Midnight Mass
CHRISTMAS DAY
10:00am Family Eucharist
Stephen, Deacon, First Martyr
John, Apostle and Evangelist
(No 9:30am Holy Communion this week)
The Holy Innocents
(No practices this week)
Thomas Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury, Martyr, 1170
FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
10:00am Sung Eucharist
John Wyclif, Reformer, 1384
The Naming and Circumcision of Jesus
Basil the Great and Gregory of Nazianzus, Bishops, 379 and 389
9:30am Holy Communion

3rd

Thursday

10:30am Home Communions
7:45pm Church Ladies’ Fellowship
Practice Night:

4th

Friday

6:45pm Choir
7:30pm Ringers

6th

SUNDAY

EPIPHANY
9:00am Holy Communion (Common Worship: said)
10:00am Family Service
6:00pm Choral Evensong

Brass Cleaners
Wishing my helpers a Merry Christmas. Thank you for your help.
Doris Bellairs.
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Cooking with Margaret
Christmas Pudding
Ingredients:

Method:

8oz Raisins

1.

Grease basins and place a circle of greaseproof
paper in the bottom of each. This will make sure the
puddings will turn out easily.

2.

In a very large bowl, mix all the ingredients
thoroughly. Make sure you get help with the
stirring.

3.

Fill basins to within ½ inch of the rim. Do not pack
the mixture too tight.

4.

Cover the basins with greaseproof paper, pleated
along the middle, and then with a piece of pleated
foil. Tuck foil securely under rim of basin.

4.

Steam the puddings for 4 hours for the 2 pint basin,
3 hours for 1½, 2 hours for the 1 pint, and 1¾ hours
for the ½ pint, the longer the steaming the darker
the pudding, if you do not have a steamer stand the
basin on a trivet or an up-turned saucer in a large
pan of boiling water, put on lid and boil.

8oz Sultanas
8oz Currents
8oz Fresh Breadcrumbs
2oz Almonds, blanched and finely
chopped
1 Apple
1 Carrot, grated
Grated rind and juice of 1 Lemon
4 small Eggs, beaten
9oz Brown Sugar

DO NOT let the water go off the boil and continue
topping up as necessary with boiling water.

8oz shredded Suet
2oz cut mixed Peel

5.

2oz Plain Flour
1 rounded teaspoon Mixed Spice

Remove pudding from steamer, take off paper and
foil covers and leave to cool under a clean cloth.
When quite cold re-cover with fresh greaseproof
paper and foil and store until required.

6.

When required steam puddings accordingly i.e for 2
hours for the 2 pint basin, and serve with Rum
3 tablespoons Brandy or Sherry
sauce or Brandy Butter.
There is enough mixture for a 2 pint basin plus a ½ pint basin or a 1½ pint and a 1 pint. Smaller
puddings can be cooked with the larger ones, and removed from steamer slightly earlier.
It is tradition to get the family to assist with the stirring of the pudding
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2013 Church Flowers
Firstly, thank you to all who helped at Harvest: it all came together in spite of
my worries.
I thought I should tell you something about the church flowers. There is a rota
at the back of the church which Christine compiles with the important dates
organised (i.e. Lent, Advent, Pentecost etc.) so that the altar (arrangers) arrangements can be
worked around this. Most people do the same week but if anyone wishes to change, now is the
time. Also there are vacancies, so if anyone wishes to do altar flowers, just let us know.
At Christmas and Easter we put a plate out and the church make up the difference in order to pay
for red carnations. (It looks lovely if all flowers are one colour.) I order them and pick them up
from the wholesalers so as to get them more cheaply. I then allocate them. Unfortunately not
everyone is able to have some but I am eternally grateful to those who don’t for their help and
contributions. The arrangers then supplement the carnations sometimes with more flowers and
foliage. It is always hard to get evergreens so if anyone can cut some and bring them to church,
please let us know. The same principle applies to Easter but with white and yellow flowers. I
provide the Oasis as I would rather the money went on flowers.
If anyone wishes to join our merry band, please let us know. Thank you for your support and help.

Pauline and Christine.

News from the Tower
It is appreciated when we get comments from quite a number
of people who say how nice our bells sound, especially on Remembrance Sunday
and the Friday practice beforehand when they are half muffled.
Both Hilary Gentle and Brenda Donaldson have achieved a first in recently
ringing Cambridge Surprise Minor on an inside bell. Well done to both!
We hope you have all had a good year and we wish you all a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Mike Gentle
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Here is a little „something‟ to keep the children busy...
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Deepings In Bloom
Having achieved a laudable Silver Award in the last three years
that we have entered the East Midlands in Bloom competition, this
year the Bloom team have almost decided to hang up their trowels
- but not quite - they will be maintaining all the containers that
have been put in place throughout the village in the last few years
and will do their best to help the Parish Council make the village
look its very best - with a view to making a decision about reentering the competition in 2014! However some of the fundraising events have proved
very popular, not least the Candlemas Quiz and so this year the Quiz will be held on
Saturday 2nd February in the Priory Church Hall - teams of four are invited and tickets will
be £7.50 each, as before to include a fish and chip supper. There is only room for a limited
number of teams and so if you are keen to try and wrest the team away from last years
winners, The Interlopers from Deeping Gate, then please call Judy Stevens on 348859 or
email me on judy.stevens1@btopenworld.com
Many thanks
Judy Stevens
Deeping St James W.I. & Deepings Lunchtime W.I.
are holding a Christmas Carol Service
in the
Priory Church
on
Monday December 3rd at 2pm.
We extend a warm welcome to everyone to join us for this festive event.

Jessie Turner sends Christmas Greetings to all her many friends in Deeping St James
May you enjoy joyous celebrations this Holy season with family and friends.
Thank you to all the kind people who have helped me in so many different ways during the past 12
months your support is greatly appreciated
God Bless

Jessie
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John Marsh has frequently
provided us with
photographs for the front
cover of Priory News and
he also has cards on sale in
the Post Office. He has
offered to sell some of his
winter scene cards as
Christmas cards on behalf
of Church Mission funds.
Please see the stall at the
back of Church if you are
interested.

FRESHE AYRE
You will have seen the poster for
‘Wassail!, music and readings for
the festive season ‘ but just who or
what is Freshe Ayre? This new
group consists of Jo and Phil Astle,
Janet
Donaldson,
Victoria
Worthington and Ann Wright, all
experienced musicians. The group
plays recorder music from 8
centuries but sometimes adds other
instruments such as rotte and rebec
for medieval pieces, viol and
crumhorn for renaissance pieces
and even keyboard and bass guitar
for modern repertoire. The aim is to
make music which both players and
audience will enjoy and if it’s
possible to raise some funds for a
good cause like the Stronger
Together project that’s a great
bonus.
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Rotas for December
Servers

2

nd

9

th

16

th

23rd

24th

25

th

30th

10:00
am
6:00
pm
8:00
am
10:00
am
3:00
pm
10:00
am

ADVENT SUNDAY
Paul Boswall and
Team D: Trevor Harwood and
Simon Marshall
Graham Hardy
Team E: Bill and Margaret
John Sellars
Flegg and Liz Bridgeman
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Simon Marshall
and Chris Halley

Richard Gamman

Team F: Val Wilde, Doris
Bellairs and Christine Masters

John Marsh

John Sellars
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Chris Halley and
Team A: Kim Hallam, Adrian
Simon Marshall
Hallam and Jane Thompson
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Paul Boswall and
Chris Halley

11:30
pm

John Sellars, Simon
Marshall and Geoff
Armstron

10:00
am

Intercessors

Geoff Armstrong

8:00
am
10:00
am
6:00
pm

10:00
am

Sidespersons

Bet Washbrooke

Geoff Armstrong

John Sellars

Team B: Joy Cunningham and
Ann Meekings
Team C: Tim Hitchborn and
Cled Bennett
CHRISTMAS EVE
Team D: Trevor Harwood and
Graham Hardy

CHRISTMAS DAY
Team E: Bill and Margaret
Paul Boswall
Flegg and Liz Bridgeman
FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
Chris Halley and
Team F: Val Wilde, Doris
Paul Boswall
Bellairs and Christine Masters

Janet Donaldson

Niccy Fisher

Sonia Marshall

John Marsh

JANUARY
EPIPHANY

6th

12

9:00
am
10:00
am
6:00
pm

John Sellars and
Simon Marshall
Paul Boswall
Geoff Armstrong

Bet Washbrooke
Team A: Kim Hallam, Adrian
Hallam and Jane Thompson

Vicki Billyard

Bread &Wine
2nd

10:00
am

Martin and
Niccy Fisher

9th

10:00
am

Caroline
Herron and
Linda Sellars

10:00
am

Carole Mills
and Joy
Cunningham

16

th

23rd

10:00
am

Doris Bellairs
and Christine
Masters

6:00
pm

Coffee

Flowers

Cleaning

ADVENT SUNDAY
Johanna
Jones and Jill
Advent
Ironside
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Ann Bennett
Advent
and Penny
Hebblewhite
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
John and Sue
Marsh

Advent

Brasses
Christine
Masters and
Doris Bellairs

Josie
Waghorn and
Joy
Cunningham

Janet Lill
and Marion
Stevens

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Liz Spratley
and Linda
Advent
Sellars

Service of Nine Lessons and Carols
CHRISTMAS EVE

24

th

25th

30

th

11:30
pm

Dick and
Anthea Wray

10:00
am

Martin and
Niccy Fisher

10:00
am

Ann
Meekings and
Christine
Payne

Christmas
CHRISTMAS DAY
Joan Dyke
and Lin
Christmas
Witherington
FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
Pat Feek and
Doris Warner
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Readings and Readers for December
OT
Reading
2

nd

9

th

10:00
am
8:00
am
10:00
am

16

th

23rd

10:00
am
8:00
am
10:00
am
6:00
pm

NT Reader

Gospel

Jeremiah 33:
14-16

ADVENT SUNDAY
1 Thessalonians
Bryan Jones
Jill Ironside
3:9-13
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Luke 21:
25-36

Baruch 5:
1-9

Philippians 1:
3-11

Luke 3:
1-6

Zephaniah 3:
14-20

Micah 5:
2-5

Jo Astle

NT Reading

Liz
Bridgeman

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Philippians 4:
Simon
Peter Wilde
4-7
Marshall
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Niccy Fisher

Hebrews 10:
5-10

Cled Bennett

Luke 3:
7-18

Luke 1:
39-45

Service of Nine Lessons and Carols

th

11:30
pm

Isaiah 52:
7-10

25th

10:00
am

Isaiah 9:
2-7

30th

10:00
am

1 Samuel 2:
18-20,26

24

OT Reader

CHRISTMAS EVE
Hebrews 1:
Trevor
Tony Masters
1-4
Harwood
CHRISTMAS DAY
Caroline
Titus 2:
Jacob Boswall
Herron
11-14
FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
Colossians 3:
Martin Fisher
Bill Flegg
12-17

John 1:
1-14
Luke 2:
1-20
Luke 2:
41-52

January

6th

14

9:00
am
10:00
am
6:00
pm

Isaiah 6:
1-6
TBA
TBA

EPIPHANY
John
Ephesians 3:
Worthington
1-12
TBA

Niccy Fisher

Matthew 2:
1-12
TBA

“4.45”- Prayer for DSJ Youth Work
With Churches Together.
At recent Churches Together meetings we all expressed concern regarding Christian Youth
Work in our Churches. This is at a low ebb for a number of different reasons, apart from a
new Youth Club starting at the Methodist Church. Our own “Just People” ceased meeting in
September.
Since then I find myself with free Sunday evenings, so I have visited one or two other
Churches, but was left feeling that something was meant to be in the space that existed in
the diary and in the Church!
I have offered to host a Churches Together informal prayer meeting specifically for the
youth of the Deepings and Christian Youth work here. I felt strongly that we shouldn’t form
yet another committee, or twist the arms of parents and others who are already involved
and busy in our Churches, but that those who want to should just meet together and pray
for the future of Youth Work. So . . .
“4.45”
will meet every Sunday in the Priory Church at 4.45pm. (At least there’s no confusion about
the time of the meeting!)
Anyone is welcome, whether ordained or not, from any Church in the Deepings. The
meetings will be informal. General prayers for youth will be offered, as well as specific
prayers and needs of each church. There is no need to commit to every meeting: ministers
and people can come occasionally or regularly. The time is 4.45pm in the late afternoon to
allow people to them go to the evening services at their own Church, including our Choral
Evensong on the first Sunday of the month.
I will begin praying straight away at this time, and you are welcome to join me, but the first
officially publicised meeting will take place on 13th January 2013.
Do watch out for the details.
Revd Janet
Mission Matters
Operation Christmas Child (Shoe boxes)
Grateful thanks to all who contributed to the Christmas Shoe Boxes.
The response was terrific considering how difficult things are these
days. God Bless you.
Pat Feek.
15

Letter from the
Bishop of Lincoln
During my first year as the Bishop of Lincoln, I have probably clocked up more miles in my
car than in the previous five years put together. I have been travelling around the Diocese,
spending time with people in churches in all the corners of the diocese. That opportunity to
spend time with people is precious. It’s a chance to listen, to hear first-hand about the
things which matter in different places, to share in the joys and sometimes in the sorrows of
life in our congregations. It’s a chance to get alongside and become part of the lives of our
churches, even if only for a brief spell.
I’m all too aware that when the Bishop is coming to a service, people often make a special
effort to spruce up the church. The brasses get an extra rub, the altar linens are washed
and starched, and the biscuits and the cakes are always especially delicious. And yet, as we
approach the season of Christmas and begin to prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus, it’s
worth remembering that in that first Christmas, God didn’t wait until everything was
absolutely perfect and ready before sending his Son into the world. Instead, God came to us
in the birth of Jesus in that stable in Bethlehem, into a world which neither expected him
nor was ready for him.
In the mystery of the incarnation, God becomes one of us. He enters our world in Jesus,
revealing himself to us. In Jesus, God shows us his very being, and in him we have the
perfect model of discipleship, of how God
wants each one of us to live our lives.
So in the midst of all the busyness of getting
ready, remember that this is the great joy of
Christmas: that in the greatest act of love,
God became one of us in the incarnation of
Jesus, whose birth tells us that there is a new
Kingdom of God at work – a Kingdom for us
all, a Kingdom whose name is Love.
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