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From the Vicar 
 

 
 
Today, as I write this piece, (as in the Monday of the last week in 
July – the actual date is 2 days hence) is the anniversary of the 
beginning of our move to DSJ. On that Monday morning the 
wonderful removal men from Bishops Move arrived at Belmont 
vicarage, took one look at my books, and said they’d need extra 
help packing! Meanwhile, at the newly decorated vicarage here, 
preparations were beginning to cut a massive great hole in the 
lounge wall to remove around 30,000 bees. Life does not always 
go quite to plan! 
 
But who could have predicted what my first year at DSJ would be 
like? The inconvenience of a hole, and a little redecoration totally 
disappears into insignificance when compared to the wholescale disruption to all our lives 
that the coronavirus has brought. And that is without the ongoing uncertainty of Brexit, and 
the challenge of protest and counter-protest around ‘Black Lives Matter’. Not forgetting the 
issue of climate change.  
 
We are sailing in uncharted waters. Most, if not all, of us have experienced the fall-out in 
our lives – disruption in our usual patterns and habits, finances, health, relationships… It 
has been a real challenge to our faith as well. Not only have we been unable to worship 
regularly together, but there have inevitably been deep challenges to our faith. The “why?” 
question has no easy answer, though it is so tempting to try to find one. 
 
The Psalm for Morning Prayer today, Psalm 1, provides us with one important place to look, 
and I will quote it in full from Common Worship:  
 

Blessed are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the assembly of the scornful. 

Their delight is in the law of the Lord and they meditate on his law day and night. 
Like a tree planted by streams of water bearing fruit in due season, 
with leaves that do not wither, whatever they do, it shall prosper. 

 
As for the wicked, it is not so with them; they are like chaff which the wind blows 

away. 
Therefore the wicked shall not be able to stand in the judgement,  

nor the sinner in the congregation of the righteous. 
For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked shall perish. 
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I love the image of the tree planted by the water. What at first might appear to be a totally 
passive image – just sitting there, waiting for the water to do its work – belies the way that 
trees actually work. We had problems with drains at Belmont precisely because of the 
effort that tree roots were making to reach the nearest source of water, breaking through 
the pipes to reach it. 
 
Roots need to be established in good ground, with all the required nutrients and water, for 
the plant/tree to be healthy and productive – as well as being best able to withstand the 
storms that will try to uproot or break down. The version of the bible called The Message 
puts verse 2 in a typically thought provoking way: Instead you thrill to GOD's Word, you 
chew on Scripture day and night.  
 
Our healthy growth needs other resources too. Prayer is crucial – sharing with our loving 
Father our hopes and dreams, and, as importantly, our fears, confusion, and even anger – 
making sure we take time to listen for His answer. 
 
And worship. This above all else in our Christian life has been totally disrupted. Face to face 
worship with other Christians is so important, and at last we are able to start doing this 
again – albeit behind a mask! For some this will still not be possible, and so we try to 
include as many as possible by our recordings and livestreaming of services. We can also 
join in with other communities via TV or the radio. However, nothing beats attendance in 
person, and this might be a habit we have to reconnect with. It may even be a scary thing to 
do after such a long break. But how important it is not just to be a lone tree in the middle of 
nowhere.  
 
How about being ‘woody’ for God here in the parish of Deeping St James! 
 
 

Mark 

 
 
 
On page 5 Rev Mark explains the latest arrangements for church opening and services.  
Sadly, for the time being coffee, biscuits and a chat after the service are no longer possible 
and don't forget to sanitise your hands on arriving and before leaving. 
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This Month’s Priory News … 

 
 

Dear Readers, 
 
Yet another online-only magazine, I'm afraid.  Little appears to have changed since last 
month - in fact the slight relaxing of 'rules' which we thought had come has already had to 
be revoked in some parts of the country.  So, being once again rather short of material we 
have therefore decided to play safe again.  Here's hoping that next month we can start 
printing again - but for that, we do need your contributions. 
 
So what has been happening in the parish?  Well I hope many of you have been availing 
yourselves of the frequent 'letters' which Rev Mark has been sending out by email and 
which we have also been posting on our website - nearly eighty at the last count!  I know 
that many of us have found them to be helpful, comforting and stimulating. We should like 
to say a very big 'thankyou' to Mark for his words of encouragement.  His research into links 
of suitable music on YouTube has also been greatly appreciated.   Some of us too have been 
enjoying the streaming and recordings of Sunday morning services which Mark, Helen and 
Benedict have led from either the vicarage or the church.  This has been a somewhat 
strange experience but very welcome nevertheless as we have tried to feel part of The 
Priory Church fellowship in spite of actually being unable to attend services for the last four 
months or so.  Thus our Patronal Festival, celebrated on July 26th this year, was also out of 
neccessity very 'low key'. 
 
Still, by the time you read this you will know that under carefully controlled rules we are 
now able to open the church, albeit it on a rather restricted basis, for private prayer and 
meditation and for the last few weeks for the Sunday morning Communion service.  For 
family isolation reasons Victoria and I haven't yet been able to attend one of these and 
when I first saw Chris Halley's photograph (which we've included later in this issue) the 
sight of members of the congregation sitting far away from each other with their faces 
largely covered by masks gave one a very strange and unreal feeling.  Many of us are 
resigned to a likely future 'normal' quite unlike the time before March but I wonder when 
the face masks for Communion will be able to go?  And when will we be allowed to sing 
again?   

John 

 

Oh Margaret, how do you do it?  This month's 
recipe is clearly another one for real men in mind! 
- the ingredients themselves make one feel hungry 
but when put together - well . . ! 

The picture on the front cover this month was 
taken at the Rose and Sweet Pea Show a few 
years ago.  This is another of the many photos 
John left behind when he and Sue left us. 
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 Services and Church Opening (from August 2020) 
 
Due to the relaxation of lockdown arrangements, we have been able to restart services 
again, albeit under some restrictions. 
 
From now on, until the guidelines change, we will be having a 10.00am Communion Service 
every Sunday (which will be livestreamed on Facebook). The church will also be open for 
private prayer from 10.00am – 3.00pm on Wednesday and Saturday. 
 
For the Communion service, we are strongly encouraging everyone to wear masks. 
Communion will be given in one kind (bread only) and will be prepared and given in strict 
hygiene conditions. 
 
During August, all Communion services will be the standard Common Worship Order 1 that 
we usually use. From September onwards, we will look at developing a shorter All-Age style 
of Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays, to reflect something of our earlier pattern of 
worship. As yet, we will not be having a 1st Sunday 9.00am service, or a Thursday morning 
service. 
 
 
 

Registers for July 
 
 

 

Funerals: We commend to God’s keeping: 
 

2nd  Roy Bell 
10th  Ulla Tillotson 
17th  Diane Spalding 

 
 
 
 

 From Bet Washbrooke 
 
My heartfelt thanks to everyone who sent messages, cards , flowers and have kept me and 
my family in their prayers, following Dave’s sudden passing. Your love and support mean 
more than I can say. 
 

Bet 
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Reports & News 
 

 Competition Time 
 
Although we haven't received as many entries as we had hoped for, 
we think it is time to call a halt to our "Lockdown Hair Style" 
competition.   Here then are the pictures which we have received and 
many thanks to you all. I'm afraid Victoria is disqualified because she 
was wearing a wig!  Please don't vote for me either but I thought you 
might like my selfie. 
 

We've decided that in order to make it absolutely fair, you, the readers, should be the 
judges of which is the best (worst) hairstyle.  (Needless to say, competitors are not allowed 
to vote!) Please cast your vote via our email address, mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk  or by 
telephoning 01778 343860 by August 15th. Just in case you don't recognise the competitors 
I've thoughtfully given each of them a number. In the meantime, where did I put that 
toothless comb . . . ? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Competitor 1      Competitor 2 
 
 
(More pix on the next page) 
 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk


7 

 
 

  Competitor 3     Non-Competitor  
 
 
(This lockdown has proved one thing, though - our son, Simon, really is a talented chap: he 
tackled my thatch and even Victoria thinks I look almost human again!) 
 
We'll  announce the winner next month and we'll try to include a picture of the prize-giving 
ceremony. 
 
 

 Not exactly a competition 
 
There won't be any prizes for this but we should be really delighted if you could let us know 
about your thoughts and activities during the Covid 19 pandemic.  For example, have you 
taken up a new hobby or have you perhaps decided to try your hand at writing or learning 
to play a musical instrument?  Or maybe your new interest is bird watching or gardening. In 
fact we should be happy to consider just about anything, providing it's legal!  
 
So, articles, pictures and soundbites to reach us by Friday, August 21st please. 

John 
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 Monuments in the Priory Church: Thomas Mason 
 
In the sanctuary of the Priory Church is a stone commemorating Thomas Mason who died 

in 1765 aged 75 years.  Thomas’ will dated 1762 enables us to 
ascertain more information about him.  Thomas held two 
parcels of land in Deeping Fen, the more recently drained 
‘Adventurer’s Land’ no doubt providing rich agricultural land at a 
favourable acquisition price.  As his will shows however Thomas 
had several other lands, farmhouses, cottages and tenements in 
Stratford on Avon, Shottery and Wilmcote.  Thomas was a 
member of the Mason family of Mason’s Croft in Stratford on 
Avon, the former Mason’s Croft house now being the home of 
the Shakespeare Institute of Birmingham University.  The 
Institute's records contain several deeds relating to ‘Thomas 

Mason of Deeping St James’. 
 
Thomas would appear to have died unmarried and childless, leaving his estate in trust for 
his niece Elizabeth Hardy of Wisbech and her children.  One item in the will was for rings to 
the value of a guinea to his friends including Sir Francis Whichcote (lay rector), Lady 
Whichcote, Rev’d Richard Browne (vicar) and Rev’d David Walker (curate).  He also gave to 
the poor of the parish of Deeping St James £10, Market Deeping £5, and the sum of £4 to 
be given out in bread for the poor during the week after his funeral.  By a codicil to the 
original will, the Rev’d Richard Browne was appointed as one of his executors.  His 
executors were to oversee his burial on the south side of the chancel. 
 

Sonia 

 
 
 
 

Lockdown - The 
Priory Church meets 

once again for 
Communion 

 
 
Here is the picture taken 
recently by Chris Halley. 
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 From our Organist 
 

A short note from me this month. It's great to be back in harness, 
albeit in a somewhat restricted capacity.  It feels as though there 
should be much to say at this important juncture, but of course 
with the future so uncertain we are all groping in the dark, one 
step at a time.  We are indeed 'living in interesting times'. 
 

It's encouraging to see good numbers back in church at our new 
'slimline' (be impressed Boris.....) services.  And with the musical 
focus suddenly very much on the organ it's a great joy to have such 
a good instrument to play upon. 
 

August would in any case normally be a lighter month for music, with the choir taking a well 
earned break.  Not so well earned this year but that is no fault of theirs! 
 

What September will look like is hard to say, but we will certainly be seeking to move back 
towards our usual quality and variety of music, even if that takes a bit of lateral thinking. 
 

Enjoy what remains of the summer, I think we have it relatively good in England's finest 
county! 

Chris 

 

Cooking with Margaret  
Potato & Bacon Gratin 

Ingredients 
 
1 tbs olive oil  
1 onion finely chopped  
1 clove of garlic crushed 
9 oz of smoked bacon 
1 lb sliced potatoes 
4 oz tub of soft cream cheese 
with herbs and garlic 
5 fluid ounces of milk 
3 oz mature grated cheese 
 

Method 
 
Pre heat oven to gas 4/180°C.   
Grease a shallow oven proof dish.  Heat oil in pan and 
sauté onions garlic and bacon for 5 minutes.   
Place a layer of potatoes  in dish and then the onion 
garlic and bacon over then the rest of potatoes.   
Cream the soft cheese in a bowl adding milk to make 
sauce.  
Pour over the potatoes in dish, top with grated cheese.  
Bake for 45 minutes until the potatoes are cooked and 
the cheese golden.  
Serve with green salad and crusty bread.  
Serves 4.  


