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    From the Curate 

 
 

 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
As I write we have just received the delightful news of the birth of the Duke and Duchess of 
Cambridge’s son.  We join with the nation in thanking God for his safe delivery and send our 
best wishes to them.  The name of the child who is destined, God willing, to become a 

future sovereign and hopefully to continue the 
special relationship the monarch has with the 
Church: has also now been chosen:  George 
Alexander Louis. 
 
The choice of name by the Duke and Duchess is 
more than a personal one; they will also have taken 
into account names of earlier monarchs and family 
names.  In the Bible, names always had special 
meaning and significance. For example, Joshua (of 

which Jesus is a form) means ‘the Lord saves’, and John ‘the Lord’s gracious gift. 
 
This month on 15th August with Christian Churches everywhere we remember Mary, mother 
of Our Lord.  Her name means ‘bitter tears’.  When Mary and Joseph took Jesus to the 
temple Simeon told Mary ‘a sword will pierce your own soul also’.  The relationship 
between mother and son is a very special one; how Mary must have wept to see her son 
nailed to the cross. 
 
Psalm 30 verse 4 reminds us that ‘heaviness may linger for a night but joy comes in the 
morning’.   Mary was no doubt comforted by St. John to whose care Jesus had commended 
her.  With the disciples she would have learnt the good news of his resurrection.  The last 
news of her in the Bible is that she remained at prayer with the disciples after the 
Ascension.  Tradition has it that John continued to care for her until her passing which since 
earliest times has been kept on 15th August. 
 
We thank God both for Mary and Joseph through whose obedience and care of their son 
the joyful news of salvation was brought to us. 
 
With every blessing 

 

Reverend  Sonia 

  

mailto:also@.The
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In this Month’s Priory News … 

 

Dear All, 
 

Can you believe it?  After 
all the chilly weather, I 
choose a beautiful sunny 
day on which to write this 
and am rewarded by 

being covered in tiny “thunder flies” (well, that’s what 
my mother used to call them) some of which have 
managed to incarcerate themselves inside my computer 
screen!  Ah, well – just another job for the autumn, I 
suppose. 
 

This month we have a bumper edition of Priory News, 
partly because we are including a separate pull-out, 
including photographs, covering the recent Rose and 
Sweet Pea Show which was one of the best we have had 
in recent years. 
 

Revd Mark shares some thoughts with us on his recent 
ordination and we also have the second in our series, 
“Getting to Know You”, courtesy of Vicki Billyard.  
Richard Gamman has contributed the first “Faithbook” 
column and there are plenty of other items which we 
hope you will enjoy reading.  We now have one or two 
‘in hand’ as we simply didn’t have enough room for 
them.   
 

John 

 

Don’t miss our new occasional 
column – “Faithbook” – in which 
Richard tells us about his faith. 

We feature this year’s Rose Queen, Ellie Stainsby, on our front cover 
this month.  Our thanks to John Marsh for the lovely photograph and 
the many others he has contributed this month. 

 
 

Rose and Sweet Peal pix Back cover 

Church Calendar 10 

Church Groups’ Information 4 

Cooking with Margaret 15 

Deepings Then and Now 7 

Diary Dates 4 

Directory  2 

Faithbook 16 

From the Curate – Revd. Sonia 1 

Getting to Know You 14 

In This Month’s Priory News 3 

Letter  from the Bishop 19 

News from the Tower 4 

Notice from the Police 12 

Now for something completely 

different 
13 

Peace Marchers from Iona 7 

Readers and Readings 18 

Registers 18 

Revd. Mark’s Ordination 8 

Rose and Sweet Pea Show  

Rotas 17 

Janet’s final Jottings 9 

Youth Music Festival 6 

Thanks to those who have sent articles for Priory News. Please keep them 
coming – all are very welcome. NB: pictures containing recognisable 

children must be accompanied by authorisation to publish from their 
parents or guardians. We will not publish the names of children pictured 

unless specifically requested to do so by their parents or guardians. 
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 01778-343860 

priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
Please let us have your contributions for the September edition of Priory News 

BEFORE the deadline, Friday 23rd  August. Thank you for your help. 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Dates for your Diary…. 
 

 Mission Matters 
 

 
Knit and Natter meetings will resume next month – date to be 
announced. 

Victoria 

 

Reports from Church Groups 
 

 News from the Tower  
 

The bell ringers were invited to ring a quarter peal on Thursday 
27th June at West Deeping, to say thank you to Janet and Alistair 
for their support in ringing at St Andrews Church with the Deeping 
St James ringers and to wish them luck in their next parish. 
 

The “Rose and Sweet Pea” show went very well with the Ringers 
Raffle and the mini ring of bells being quite popular.  The many 
children attempting the bells were very good, but unfortunately 
we had no adults having a go, so well done all the children who 
took part.  We also flew the Union Flag in recognition of Armed Forces Day. 
 

Thanks to the “Priory Players”’ for making us aware of their play being held in the Church 
hall on the 12th July.  We took the opportunity of having our practice night at Glinton where 
refreshments were provided by Bob Quinn. 
 

We are pleased to see Chris Masters has returned to ringing after her hip operation.  We 
also hear that she has gone back to playing golf as well.  Well done Chris! 
 

Mike 

 Mission Committee Music and Poetry Evening 
 

We would like to thank the Mission Committee for organizing the Music and Poetry Evening 
which was a very relaxed and happy occasion.  The evening was well supported and started 
with a glass of wine with nibbles and the thunder and rain added some drama. 
 
Helen Emery’s foot-tapping jazz singing accompanied by Derek Gray and Tony Harris was an 
excellent start to the programme which was followed by Bet’s thoughtful poetry.  Philip 
Spratley tickled the ivories with great skill and Ann Smart and Jill Ironside made us laugh 
with their readings and poetry. Doris Bellairs and Penny Hebblewhite entertained us with 
readings by Alfred Noyes and TS Eliot.  
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Ann Wright played a piece on her flute by Debussy which was quite haunting as it was 
played outside and later she and Victoria took up their recorders for a Hornpipe and 
Hoedown.  Barry Fisher and Jules individually sang folk songs but the evening was stolen by 
Freya and Erin who sang together so sweetly.  Erin later sang ‘I saw a castle on a cloud’ very 
confidently and beautifully.  
 

Maybe the best thing to say about the 5 Altos rendition of ‘Smoke gets in your eyes’ is to 
say nothing. (draw your own conclusions!!!).  The evening was rounded off by Philip playing 
a lovely Minuet by Ireland and finally The Last Spring by Edvard Grieg. 
 

Our thanks must also go to John and Victoria who worked hard to re-arrange their Barn to 
accommodate us all.  It was very good evening enjoyed by all. 
 

John and Linda . 

… and thanks from the Mission Committee 
 

Thank you to everyone who contributed in any way towards the Music and Poetry Evening 
in July – performers, audience and helpers.  We were delighted to raise £145. 

Victoria 

 From Junior Church 
 

Summer of fun at Children’s Church 
 

It has been a lovely few weeks at Children’s Church enjoying the good weather and a full 
calendar of activities.  During June we focussed on our theme of ‘Superheroes’.  We listed 
all of the things that Superman, Batman and the rest can do and reflected that walking on 
water, healing the sick and raising the dead certainly exceeds Hollywood’s best.  We 
continued our theme with craft activities for the Rose and Sweet Pea Show. 
 

The Children’s Activities at the Rose and Sweet Pea Show were once again very well 
received by our children and all of the visitors.  We raised a good sum of money but more 
importantly it was an opportunity for outreach into our community. 
 

We enjoyed a visit to our neighbours in Market Deeping to share in the great occasion that 
was Rev Mark’s first presiding at Eucharist.  We were made to feel very welcome and hope 
that the opportunity for more joint ventures will come in time. 
 

In amongst all these other events we bade farewell to Janet, who has made many friends 
amongst our children.  We wish her all the best in her new parishes. 
 

On 14th July we had our end of year party and presentations.  We were delighted that the 
rest of our Church family were able to join us on the lawn for their coffee and enjoy the 
Summer sunshine and glorious gardens. 
 

Thank you children, parents and helpers who make every week such fun. 
 

Richard and Andrea Gamman 
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 Another appreciation of the Music and Poetry Evening 
 

Deeping has Talent 
 

On the evening of July 13th. it was a privilege and pleasure to be in the audience at 
Cranmore Farmhouse for a programme of poetry and music.  What a talented group the 
Mission Committee had gathered together to entertain us.  We listened to several 
instrumentalists and singers including a delightful duet by Erin and Freya, two very 
confident young choristers, a selection of poetry readings, several written by the reader and 
finally we were introduced to three members of the Deeping Dixieland Band – what a 
revelation!  More publicity, please. 
 
Thank you, John and Victoria for hosting this event and the Mission Committee for all their 
hard work preparing the event.  I look forward to next year’s concert with anticipation. 
 

Jessie Turner. 

 

 Priory Church Coffee Group 
 

About forty people enjoyed more than the good weather in the 
church hall garden on the afternoon of 18th July.  Nearly £200 
was raised for charity at the Priory Church Coffee Group annual 
tea party. 
  
Sandwiches, scones and 
cakes to die for were all 
baked by our  illustrious 
cook Margaret Flegg 
whilst Jane Thompson  
provided other food to 

    accompany them. 
  

Our thanks go to all who helped make the afternoon a great success, not forgetting those 
who provided a great array of prizes for the raffle and those who left their diets at home for 
the afternoon and enjoyed good cakes, cood company and good coffee (well tea actually!) 
 

(Photographs by kind permission. © John Marsh) 

  

John Marsh. 
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Other Reports and News 
 

 The Rose and Sweet Pea Show 
 
Please see the enclosed supplement for pictures and reports from this year’s show. 
 

 John 

 

 Peace Marchers from Iona 
 

Members of the Priory Church 
including Rev Mark Thomson and 
John Fisher met these Peace 
Marchers from Iona on Tues 9th July 
as they passed through the Deepings.  
The Peace Marchers think that 
replacing Trident nuclear submarines 
is a waste of money in these austere 
times and the money would be better 
spent on the likes of the Library 
Service that is under threat.  The 
group had a picnic, iced buns with 

"Peace" piped on the top were provided by Clive the Baker and some cooled their feet in 
the river Welland. 
 

Chris 

 Deepings Then and Now 
  

For those of you who were able to come and hear Elizabeth Parkinson talking about the 
History of the Deepings earlier this year and were fascinated by John Bloomfields slides 
'Deepings Then and Now' in the interval - then there is another opportunity to see them on 
Sunday 15th September in the Priory Church Hall between 2 and 5.00 pm. A vintage 
afternoon tea will also be served and funds raised will go towards the research currently 
being undertaken into the names of the fallen on the plaque of commemoration in Church. 
Along with Market Deeping, researchers (Joy Baxter, Nancy Titman, Dorothea Price, Jim 
Blessett and Greg Ford) have currently found 90 individuals who either returned home, 
were injured or fell, some Deeping people were commemorated elsewhere.  This work will 
form part of the First World War commemoration for 2014 - more of which later.  But if you 
would like more information now and for vintage tea tickets, £5.00 each, please call Judy 
Stevens on 348859 or email judy.stevens1@btopenworld.com 

Judy Stevens 

Some of the marchers.         Photograph © Chris Halley 

mailto:judy.stevens1@btopenworld.com
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 Ordination: Revd Mark writes about the 
Service in Lincoln Cathedral on June 29th. when he 
was ordained Priest. 
 
Over the weeks leading up to the end of June, Revd Janet, Revd 
Philip and I often discussed my forthcoming ordination as priest. 

Photo © Chris Halley                      As we prepared for my ordination and my first celebration of the 
      Eucharist I explained that I felt that my first ordination as deacon 
was the pinnacle of my journey towards ordained ministry.  My “priesting” would be just 
another less important stage on the journey.   I had a large number of family and friends 
come to my ordination as deacon but only a few were coming for the second service at the 
cathedral and the first Eucharist on the Sunday. 
 
At our ordination retreat up at Lincoln most of us candidates for the priesthood were quite 
laid back and blasé about our forthcoming ordination.  We appreciated how the deacon 
candidates, who shared the retreat with us, would be feeling as we remembered how we 
had felt the previous year.  We were very relaxed as we took our formal legal vows on the 
Thursday evening unlike the previous year when we were so nervous.   
 
As the retreat progressed I didn’t feel at all nervous about the forthcoming ordination on 
the Saturday evening.  Even when we processed into the cathedral there wasn’t the same 
feeling of apprehension that I had felt the previous year only some nerves about 
remembering where to stand and when to move to certain positions during the service. 
When the actual ordination took place, however, I was totally unprepared for the reaction 
to the ordination and the laying on of hands by Philip, Janet, my brother John and other 
clergy.  I was quite overwhelmed by the experience, which is exactly what Philip had 
warned me about.  (I really should listen to him more carefully.)   
 
As people shared the peace with me at that point in the service I was totally dazed and 
couldn’t even work out where the people from the Deepings were situated to go and share 
the peace with them.  So I must apologise to them for not coming to find you to share the 
peace.  It was lovely to meet up with everyone at the end of the service at the front of the 
cathedral by which time I had regained some composure. 
 
Celebrating the Eucharist for the first time with the congregations of both St Guthlac’s and 
the Priory Church was a great joy to me, and a really wonderful occasion, even if my brother 
did tell lies about me in his sermon.  It was wonderful to have my mother, my wife and 
daughters and other members of the family present in the front row.  It was especially 
joyful to have Janet, Philip and Sonia assisting me at the altar, as they had been so patient 
all year in their training and guidance.  With a few quiet reminders from the more 
experienced clergy I managed to get through the first Eucharist without too many mistakes 
and I can honestly say it was a blessing to be able to share the moment with both of my 
church families and members of my close family. 
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Philip had warned me that there would be a presentation after the service but I was quite 
unprepared for the generous gift of a home communion set to which both congregations 
had contributed.  I must say a big thank you to you all for the wonderful gift and for the gifts 
which Jo-Anne, Louise and Hannah received.  In addition to these gifts, we also received 
many cards and gifts and flowers from individuals for which we as a family are extremely 
grateful.   
 
It wouldn’t be right to close without also thanking all those who contributed to the coffee 
and cakes after the Eucharist.  It was magnificent spread and it was a joy to sample many of 
the different cakes.  A big thank you also needs to go to Rachael Beesley for the magnificent 
Harley Davidson cake.  It was so lovely that I felt bad cutting it up.  I have kept the figure of 
myself and my crash helmet intact and they are safely locked up in our display cabinet. 
 
In closing I would like to thank everyone for their support and encouragement not only at 
the time of the ordination but throughout our first year here in the Deepings.  We all feel 
greatly blessed. 
 
Every blessing 
 

Mark 
 
 

 Revd Janet’s Final Jottings 
 

Today (I am writing this on June 18th) could be described as a day of ups and downs.  It 
began in the morning with a phone call from Mark Hambelin, our woodwork specialist, who 
recently carried out an inspection of the roof cavities. We were informed that his quotation 
to treat the woodworm in both nave and chancel roof spaces would be £4,000.  It may be 
that the PCC will obtain other quotes. As we have bats in both roof spaces, the work has to 
be carried out in the winter. 
 

In the afternoon I received a letter informing us that Olive Jones has left the Priory Church 
the sum of £20,000 in a legacy to be spent on the fabric of the Church.  Most of you will 
know this because it was announced in Church the following week, but some of you may 
not have heard the news.  God be thanked for this.  A need presented to God in prayer is 
met suddenly and generously, when someone is inspired to remember the Church in their 
will.  We are very fortunate indeed, and I am sure you will all feel encouraged and excited 
by this gift. 
 

Alistair and I have been sorting out our possessions – a pile for jumble, charity shop, or for 
“Fred” in Church.  The kitchen cupboards revealed some out-of-date food(!); and personal 
items not seen for a while also came to light, bringing with them associated memories of 
college times and friends not seen for a whole. 
 

(Continued on page 12) 
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CHURCH  CALENDAR FOR AUGUST 2013 

 
 
1st Thursday Lammas Day 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion 
 
2nd Friday  Practice Night: 

 7:30 pm   Ringers 
   (Choir summer break) 
 

4th SUNDAY TRINITY 10  (Proper 13) 

   9:00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:00 am Family Service: Preacher: Right Revd. Dr. Timothy Ellis 
 
5th Monday Oswald, King of Northumbria, Martyr, 642 
 
6th Tuesday The Transfiguration of Our Lord 
 
8th Thursday Dominic, Founder of the Order of Preachers, 1221 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion 
   10:30 am Home Communions 
 
9th Friday  Mary Sumner, Founder of the Mothers’ Union, 1921 
   Practice Night: 

 7:30 pm   Ringers 
 
10th Saturday Laurence, Deacon at Rome, Martyr, 258 
 

11th SUNDAY TRINITY11  (Proper 14) 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 
13th Tuesday Jeremy Taylor, Bishop of Down and Connor, 1667 
 
15th Thursday THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion 
 
16th Friday  Practice Night: 

 7:30 pm   Ringers 
 
17th Saturday 1:00 pm  Wedding of Richard Fox & Carissa Fox 
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18th SUNDAY TRINITY 12  (Proper 15) 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 3:00 pm  Baptism of Charlie William Magee 

 
20th Tuesday Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux, 1153 
 
22nd Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion 
 
23rd Friday  Practice Night: 

 7:30 pm   Ringers 
 
24th Saturday BARTHOLOMEW THE APOSTLE 
 

25th SUNDAY TRINITY 13  (Proper 16) 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 
27th Tuesday Monica, Mother of Augustine of Hippo, 387 
 
28th Wednesday Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, 430 
 
29th Thursday The beheading of John the Baptist 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion 
 
30th Friday  John Bunyan, Spiritual Writer, 1688 
   Practice Night: 
   6.45 pm  Choir 

 7:30 pm   Ringers 
 
31st Saturday Aidan, Bishop of Lindisfarne, Missionary, 651 
 
September 
 

1st SUNDAY TRINITY 14  (Proper 17) 

   9:00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:00 am Family Service 
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(continued from page 9) 
 

I don’t know what will happen next in the Priory Church with regard to future ministry.  
Revd Sonia and Revd Mark will continue in their ministries here.  Mark remains in training, 
supervised by Revd Philip Brent as at present.  Following his Priesting Mark can now 
minister at the Eucharist and take weddings as well. 
 

It is not legally possible for Deeping St James Priory Church and St Guthlac Market Deeping 
to join together as one united Benefice at this time.  I cannot say whether or when this 
might happen. 
 

My appointment here was in a half-time capacity.  My personal opinion is that this was a 
mistake, and that the post should have remained full-time.  I have said as much, and given 
my reasons when talking it over with senior clergy, but I cannot predict what will happen 
here after I have gone.  It would be fair to say that there have been struggles over the last 
two years, but I am leaving with many happy memories. 
 

In my new Vicarage I will look out of my kitchen window across a small, pretty garden, to 
see hills beyond with horses, fields and woodland.  The flat landscape of the fens has 
beautiful perspectives of space, and skies of character.  Now I shall think of Psalm 121 
“I shall lift up my eyes to the hills: from where will my help come? 
My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.”  
 

Our new address will be: 
The Vicarage, 35, The Leys, Welford, Northampton NN6 6HS 
Email ; 
rev.janet@donaldsonfamily.org.uk 
 

So I wish you every blessing for the future, 
With all good wishes and prayers, 
 

Revd Janet. 

 A notice from the Police 
 

We have been asked by the Diocese and Lincolnshire Police to keep our eyes open for the 
following vehicles which have been seen in the vicinity of churches which have recently 
been targeted for the theft of lead:  Details are as follows: 
 

 a blue Rover 220 :    N530 XKV 

 a blue Fiat Alhambra MPV : S685 RHJ 

 a blue Rover  :    X227 TBJ 

 a white Transit van :  T403 KAV 
 

If you see any of the above vehicles anywhere near our or any 
other church, you are asked to contact Lincolnshire Police on 
0300 1110300. 
  

mailto:rev.janet@donaldsonfamily.org.uk
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 And now for something completely different …. 
 
I wrote this poem twelve years ago or so and read it at our recent Music and Poetry 
Evening. Although it is partly tongue in cheek, it does reflect my naturist beliefs.  
John asked me if he could publish it and I was happy to agree. 
 
 

Parish Conference 
If only we could all 

Stand naked and unashamed 
In the vicarage garden, 

Talking easily in casual groups, 
It seems to me 

We’d save a lot of time 
Such gatherings waste 

On masks and second- guessing, 
And see things in a clearer light; 

Perspectives easier to share 
Empathy and tolerance 

The watchwords, 
Any excesses or shortcomings 

Recognized in ourselves and others, 
Acknowledged, but soon moved beyond 

To greater understanding and 
New ways forward. 

  
I know that some would call me ‘Just naïve’ - 

Others a great deal more. 
Yet, if only….. 

 

Bet Washbrooke 

 

 A “Children’s Page”? 

For some time we have thought that it would be a good idea to have a children’s page in 
the magazine – one which could include quizzes, word searches, join-the-dots etc. and it 
could also have an equivalent to the new “Getting to Know You” column.  Of course, we 
should have to be very careful about publishing names and photographs and if we go 
ahead with this idea we shall ensure that, as at present, parental permission is given 
before we publish any article submitted by a child. 

John 
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Getting to Know You… 
 
 
This month Vicki Billyard tells us something about herself and her 
family – Very many thanks, Vicki. 

 

 
 

Hi, my name is Vicki Billyard I am currently a member of the PCC, wife to Matt, mum 
to Emma and Amy and a teacher in my spare time! 
 
I was educated at Kings School, graduated from Warwick University and came back 
to Peterborough to teach. I love teaching, I know it's a cliche, but I wanted to teach 
to make a difference and there is nothing better than 
watching the change in pupils over a year. (the 
holidays are an added bonus ) 
 
Over the years I have made good use of my holidays 
and some of my highlights include climbing 
Kilimanjaro, cattle ranching in America, visiting the 
Galapagos Islands, Peru, Ecuador and the Amazonian 
rain forest. 
 
My husband and I moved to Deeping Gate in 2005 
and started attending the Priory church in 2007. We 
were married in the August and our children arrived in 
2009 and 2010.  
 
As a family we love to travel and be outdoors. A recent new addition to our family is 
a caravan! We have only taken it on two small forays so far but hope to take it 
further afield in the near future.  
 
Wanting our children to be bought up with a strong Christian faith we regularly 
attend children’s church. Over the years we have been so impressed with the quality 
of children’s church that when I was approached to become a member of the PCC in 
2011 I thought that it was an ideal opportunity to give a little back. It is my hope that 
in the near future by being an open, forward thinking church community we can 
encourage more young families to attend church and positively raise the church’s 
profile within the local community. 

 Vicki Billyard 
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Cooking with Margaret: 
BOBOTIE 

 
Ingredients: 
 
2 Large Onions chopped 

1tbsp Cooking oil 

450g Minced Beef 

1tbsp Curry Powder, 

1 Slice Bread ( brown or white 
with crusts removed) 

300ml Milk 

1tbsp Chopped Almonds 

Juice of 1 lemon 

1 tsp dried mixed herbs 

300ml stock 

salt & pepper 

2 medium size eggs. 

 

Method: 
 
 
Fry the chopped onion in the oil until transparent, then 
add the meat, stirring frequently until browned. 

Add the curry powder. 

Soak the bread in a little of the milk, mash it with a fork 
then mix it into the meat and onion. 

Add the almonds, lemon juice, herbs, stock and 
seasoning. 

Cook the mixture slowly for a few minutes, and then 
turn into an oven-proof dish. 

Beat the eggs with the remaining milk and pour over 
the beef. 

Cook in a slow to moderate oven at 325°F/160°C/Gas 3 
for about an hour until the top is brown and bubbling. 

 
 

 

 

 

House Group 

7:30pm Wednesdays 
at 45 Crowson Way, DSJ. 

All welcome! 
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 Faithbook 

 

[Last month I asked what you thought about a new occasional column in which people could 
share something about their Christian faith and experience.  Richard Gamman has taken up 
the pen to start us off – thank you, Richard.] 
 
“Just a few words about your faith,” John asked.  And how can you say, “No” to John, who 
works so tirelessly for our Church Community!  So here I am looking at an empty page and 
thinking, “Where do I start?” 
 
Well, it has to be a few short scenes from my life, I think.  So much easier to tell a story than 
to try and describe the mysterious fluctuating state that is my faith.  Raised in a Christian 
family, attending a Church school it was pretty obvious what I should rebel against.  
Wouldn’t it be a good idea to do an RE ‘A’ level so that my jibes at the believers were 
grounded in a bit more knowledge? 
 
Well, doesn’t our Lord do things in mysterious ways? As I approached parenthood He asked 
me to reflect on what I valued in life, what I respected in my parents, what sort of parent I 
might want to be.  I began to realise that there was no better model than Him. 
 
I went to Church soon after I was married and heard the Sermon on the Mount in a way I 
had never been able to hear it before.  I realised how challenging Christianity was, how 
much more sense it made than the endless charge for material gain and how 
inextinguishable its values, even when they seem so out of step with society. 
 
Soon after our arrival in Deeping St James I sat chatting with Mark Warrick and asked him 
about the doubts I experienced.  “People often mistake doubt for the opposite of faith”, he 
said.   “That’s not true.  Where there is certainty there isn’t any need for faith.  It is not just 
possible but quite consistent for doubt to exist alongside faith.”  I may well have quoted 
him incorrectly, I’m no theologian but that was a wonderful conversation that helped me so 
much in my journey. 
 
So, my faith is rooted in ideas of social justice.  My sense of failure at my inability to match 
Jesus’ expectations for me is profound.  My doubts about aspects of our Creed creep in to 
gnaw away at me when I am least expecting them.  But I know that He is there, come what 
may. 
 

Richard Gamman 
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Rotas for August 
Servers 

 9.00 am 10.00 am 

4th Geoff Chris 

11th - Simon & John 

18th - Paul & John 

25th - Chris & Simon 

Sept 1st Geoff Paul 

 
 
Sidesmen 

4th Team B:  Joy Cunningham & Anne Meekings 

11th Team C:  Tim Hitchborn & Cled Bennett 

18th Team D:  Trevor Harwood & Kim Hallam 

25th Team E:  Liz Bridgeman,  Bill & Margaret Flegg 

Sept 1st Team F:  Val Wilde, Doris Bellairs & Christine Masters 

  

 
Intercessions 

4th 9.00 am   Sonia Marshall  

11th  10.00 am  Bet Washbrooke  

18th  10.00 am  John Marsh  

25th  10.00 am  Martin Fisher  

Sept 1st    Niccy Fisher  

 

Bread and Wine     Coffee 

4th (9.00 am)  Anne & Cled Bennett    

11th Pat Feek & Doris Warner   (No coffee during August) 

18th Bill & Margaret Flegg   - 

25th Peter & Val Wilde   - 

Sep1st (9.00 am TBA)  Sep1st Liz Spratley & Linda Sellars 

 

Flowers     Cleaning & Brasses 

  Cleaning Brasses - 

4th Carole Mills 
Jul 22nd- 
Aug 4th 

- Bill & Margaret Flegg 

11th Christine Masters 5th-18th - Liz Spratley & Sandra Jones 

18th Carole Mills 
19th- 

Sep 1st 
- John & Linda Sellars 

25th Doris Bellairs Sep 2nd- 
15th 

- Janet Lill & Marion Stevens 
Sep 1st Janet Lil 
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Readings and Readers for August 
  OT Reading OT Reader NT Reading NT Reader Gospel 

4th  

TRINITY 10  (Proper 13) 

9:00 
am 

Ecclesiastes 
1.2,12-14; 

2.18-23 

Martin 
Fisher 

Colossians 3 
1-11 

Niccy 
Fisher 

Luke 12 
13-21 

11th 

TRINITY 11  (Proper 14) 

10:00 
am 

Genesis 15 
1-6 

Trevor 
Harwood 

Hebrews 11 
1-3,8-16 

Caroline 
Herron 

Luke 12 
32-40 

18th 

TRINITY 12   (Proper 15) 

10:00 
am 

Jeremiah 23 
23-29 

Jo 
Astle 

Hebrews 
11.29-12.2 

Joy 
Cunningham 

Luke 12 
49-56 

 
25th 

TRINITY 13  (Proper 16) 

10:00 
am 

Isaiah 58 
9-14 

Peter 
Wilde 

Hebrews 12 
18-29 

Bill 
Flegg 

Luke 13 
10-17 

Sept 
1st 

TRINITY 14  (Proper 17) 

9:00 
am 

Ecclesiasticus 
10.12-18 

Caroline 
Herron 

Hebrews 13 
1-8,15-16 

Simon 
Marshall 

Luke 
14.1,7-14 

 
 

 
 

Registers for June 2013 
 
 

Baptisms: We welcome into the Lord’s Family: 
 
2nd  Bethan Skye Evans 
16th  Harmony Francesca Harris 
 
Weddings: We congratulate: 
 
7th  Mark Smith and Michelle Allison 
15th  Peter Bezant and Joanne Hodges 
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Letter from the  
Bishop of Lincoln 

 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

As I write this, I’ve just returned from General Synod where we were discussing the 
ordination of women as bishops.  Whilst everyone agrees it will happen, there remain major 
differences about exactly how to enable the move.  During the debate, I was very impressed 
with the nature and quality of the contributions from people who disagreed so profoundly 
about something. 
 

Being able to disagree honestly about something is very important – as Voltaire said, “I 
disagree with what you have to say, but I’ll defend to the death your right to say it.”  The 
concept of free speech is one that underpins democracy. 
 

I came across these words from St Augustine of Hippo recently, carved in beautiful 
calligraphy on the floor of a chapel: 
 

‘We come to God not by navigation, but by love’. 
 

It seems to me these words have something to say to us about how we handle 
disagreements in general, not just in the church.  Rather than being angry and looking for 
someone or something to blame when something goes wrong, we would do better to look 
for God's providence.  
 

Of course God allows things to go wrong and for human beings to make mistakes, but the 
grace of God is always available for us to discover his will for the future.  For me this means 
changing the language of our discourse from one of suspicion and mistrust to one of mutual 
respect and trust. 
 

To use Augustine’s metaphor, the method of plotting an accurate course across the ocean 
which we initiate and in which we are in control is not God’s way.  Instead God invites us to 
respond to his love by building new relationships characterised by mutual respect and trust. 
 

This is not easy, but it is a path worth taking. If we can listen and understand views of those 
with whom we disagree, we can humbly explore the way God is calling us to walk. 
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Welcome to this, our first Rose and Sweet Pea Special! 
 

This year we thought we’d do something a little different, and since we are now able 

to print in colour ‘in house’, we thought you might like to see a few of the many 

pictures which were taken at this year’s Rose and Sweet Pea Show on June 29th.  So 

we’ve put together a separate special supplement which you can keep to remind you 

of a very happy day.  Some pictures remain in black and white because it is un-

economical to mix colour and text. 
 

 First, from the “Star of the Show” herself …. 
 

Hi,  my name is Ellie Stainsby.  I’m 10 years old and started coming to 

junior church when I was 3.  I came with my 

Grandma and we have had lots of fun learning 

about Jesus and making ‘crafty’ things.  This 

year I am lucky enough to be Rose Queen and 

had a wonderful day at the Rose and Sweet 

Pea Show and look forward to performing my 

duties throughout the year. 
Ellie  

Pictured are: Ellie and her Attendants, Harriet 
and Alice.                        Photo © John Marsh 
 
 

 And now from this year’s show organiser …. 
 
 

I spent all of Friday 28 June, watching the 
rain, and wondering what our wet 
weather contingency plan was going to 
be, so you can imagine my relief when 
Saturday turned out to be a gorgeous 
sunny day.  Obviously it wasn’t only me 
who was praying hard for fine weather!! 
In the morning the      
        One of the stalls.                                 Photo © John Marsh 

stallholders arrived and arranged their wares, the hall was set up for 
refreshments and the gazebos went up for the children’s activities. 
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Lunchtime came and the BBQ was lit, the cakes 
were cut and the Pimms was made.  Our first 
visitors came through that gates and enjoyed some 
very fine entertainment in the main ring.  As 
always, the children’s activities proved very 
popular and the volunteers did a sterling job of 
keeping up with the demand!  Over in the church, 
the horticultural classes were judged and prizes 
were duly awarded, while the Beauvale Ensemble 
delighted everyone with their beautiful music. 
 

“I’m still not convinced it’s summer”  
      Photo © John Marsh 
 

This year’s Rose Queen was Ellie Stainsby, 
with her attendants Hattie Ironside and Alice 
Gamman.  The outgoing Rose Queen, Neve 
Pullen, crowned Ellie with a coronet of 
flowers.  All of the girls looked gorgeous as 
they processed around the main ring.  The 
raffle this year was organized to perfection 
and there were over 50  prizes to be won. It 
seemed that everywhere I looked,  people 
were busy enjoying themselves.        Photo © John Marsh 
 
I would just like to offer a huge thank you to everyone who contributed to the 
success of this year’s Rose and Sweet Pea Show, it really was a massive team 
effort.  This was my first year as coordinator and I am absolutely delighted to 
discover that the show raised just over £2700 – which according to Simon is the 
second largest sum to ever be raised.  Thank you all once again.  
 

Jill Ironside 
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 The Rose and Sweet Pea Show Raffle 
 

It is always difficult to step into somone else’s shoes and so I 
was very grateful for the help of Sue Marsh, Jan Fisk and 
Carol Precey when 'Raffle' day finally arrived! After several 
weeks of frenetic activity (I had been well advised by my 
predecessors to start early! and didn't...) we managed to 
amass 55 prizes donated by local businesses and some very 
generous members of the congregation.  The advance ticket 
sale, I discovered, is critical to the raffle and if you haven't  
done this before,  if in the future you are able                                Photo © John Marsh 

to take books of tickets to sell to your friends, neighbours and colleagues - this is 
certainly the key to raising crucial funds for the Church and win yourself and 
your family a nice prize to enjoy!  I extend grateful thanks to all those who have 

participated in this activity over the years and 
hope that you will continue this vital work. With 
meals at local hostelries, vouchers from salons, 
theatre tickets, cushions, pictures and 
champagne as part of the prize offering - I hope 
that next year we will all be able to sell even 
more tickets!  And next year there will be a 
special prize and  personal  thank  you  from me                        

Photo © John Marsh           to the person who sells the most tickets! But 
thank you now!  We raised a respectable £1203!  
  
Too many to list all winners but the winners of the top 8 prizes were: Robert 
Thomas (2) Mr Gathercole, Carol Precey, Mrs Buckley, D Wilson, Fiona Corder, 
Ann Thompson.  
 

Judy Stevens 
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 And finally, an extract from this month’s “From the Tower”… 
 
 

……’The “Rose and Sweet Pea” show went very well with the Ringers Raffle and 
the mini ring of bells being quite popular.  The many children attempting the 
bells were very good, but unfortunately we had no adults having a go, so well 
done all the children who took part.  We also flew the Union Flag in recognition 
of Armed Forces Day……’ 

Hilary Gentle 

 
 

Many more photographs were taken on the day than we are able to include in this 

supplement and we shall have some of them on view at the back of church for you to view.  

Some of these are individual portraits whilst others are more general views.  There will also 

be a list for you to order either prints or jpeg files at a small charge to cover costs. 

 

Please tell us what you think about this supplement and then maybe we’ll produce another 

one next year! 

 

Caroline and John 
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