From the Curate
The Reverend Sonia Marshall

Dear Friends,

Change in the Church is a process which happens slowly. Some ten years ago,
when Niccy Fisher and I were two of our diocesan representatives on General
Synod, motions to debate the ordination of women to the episcopate were only just
beginning to be introduced. As I write, the process has advanced much further, with
the necessary legislation now receiving the approval of Synod. The measure will
however still require support from the majority of the dioceses before it can be finally
approved some time in 2012.
For many, both the time scale and the heated discussions involved will have proved
frustrating … however, when compared with the hundreds of years it took for the
Church to agree on our core statement of belief – the Nicene Creed – it has
progressed relatively quickly and peacefully!
Of more immediate concern to us is our own appointment here in Deeping St
James. After eighteen months of having to respond to the question „Is there any
news?‟ we are now able to report that an advertisement has now appeared in the
Church Times with a closing date of 6th August and interviews on 9th September.
This is a crucial time in the life of the parish; pray that God will inspire candidates of
faith and gifts to respond … and that both they and we may be prepared for the
tasks ahead of us to the glory of His Name.

Sonia Marshall.
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In This Month’s Priory News …
Dear All,
Well, the sun really did shine on
the Rose and Sweet Pea Show!
This edition contains eight pages
of reports and pictures, reflecting
what a happy day it was. Thank
you, everybody, for making it all such a great
success.
As Martin mentions in his PCC report, the
advertisement for a new priest-in-charge has been
published. You can now view this at:
www.dsj.org.uk/vacancy/index.htm
The advert contains a link to the parish profile at:
www.dsj.org.uk/vacancy/profile.pdf
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I hope you have a very happy summer. We are
preparing to entertain our grandchildren‟s guinea pigs for a fortnight. Then,
hopefully, a week for us to recover in Norfolk.
Warmest wishes,
Bet.
A full round-up of this year‟s stunning Rose and
Sweet Pea Show. (P10-P17)

Can you be our new link with the Leprosy
Mission? (P9)

Have a look online at the R&SP Show pics in
full colour in this month‟s Priory News. (P17)

Wanted: Priory Church Hall Manager – Could it
be you? (P8)

Martin‟s update from the PCC, including the
latest news of the Vacancy. (P6)

Tempt your taste buds with Margaret‟s delicious
carrot cake. (P18)

Garden News: Dig out your spare tools to help
our gardening trio. (P9)

Cover picture: The Rose Queen 2010.
[Original picture courtesy of Richard Gamman.]

Thank you to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Contributions and suggestions are
very welcome. Please let us have your prayers, poems, pictures, comments, reminiscences and
anything else you‟d like to share. NB: pictures containing recognisable children must be
accompanied by authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We will not publish the
names of children pictured unless specifically requested to do so by their parents or guardians.
Please send copy to:
priorynews@dsj.org.uk
Please let us have your contributions for the September edition of Priory News BEFORE the
deadline, Friday 20th August. Thank you for your help.
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Church Calendar August 2010
1st

Sunday

5th

Thursday

The Ninth Sunday after Trinity (Proper 13)
Lammas Day
10:00am Sung Eucharist with Holy Baptism
6:00pm Evening Prayer
Oswald, King of Northumbria, Martyr, 642
9:30am Holy Communion followed by Home Communions
The Transfiguration of our Lord

th

6

Friday

The Tenth Sunday after Trinity (Proper 14)
8:00am Holy Communion
10:00am Sung Eucharist
6:00pm Evening Prayer

8th

Sunday

9th

Monday

Mary Sumner, Founder of the Mothers’ Union, 1921

10th

Tuesday

Laurence, Deacon at Rome, 258

11th
12th
th

13

Wednesday Clare of Assisi, Founder of the Minoresses (Poor Clares), 1253
Thursday
Friday

15th

Sunday

19th

Thursday

th

20

Friday

22nd

Sunday

24th

Tuesday

26th

Thursday

27th
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Practice Night:
7:30pm Ringers

Friday

9:30am Holy Communion
Jeremy Taylor, Bishop of Down and Connor, 1667
Practice Night:
7:30pm Ringers
The Eleventh Sunday after Trinity (Proper 15)
(The Blessed Virgin Mary)
10:00am Sung Eucharist
6:00pm Evening Prayer
9:30am Holy Communion
Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux, Teacher, 1153
Practice Night:
7:30pm Ringers
The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity (Proper 16)
8:00am Holy Communion
10:00am Sung Eucharist
6:00pm Evening Prayer
Bartholomew the Apostle
9:30am Holy Communion
Monica, Mother of Augustine of Hippo, 387
Practice Night:
(Choir practices resume at 6.45 pm. next week)
7:30pm Ringers

28th

Saturday

Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, Teacher, 430

29th

Sunday

The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity (Proper 17)
10:00am Sung Eucharist
6:00pm Evening Prayer

30th

Monday

John Bunyan, Spiritual Writer, 1688

31st

Tuesday

Aidan, Bishop of Lindisfarne, Missionary, 651

2nd
Sep

Thursday

9:30am Holy Communion followed by Home Communions

rd

3
Sep
5th
Sep

Friday

Sunday

Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, 604
Practice Night:
6:45pm Choir
7:30pm Ringers
The Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity (Proper 18)
10:00am Sung Eucharist
6:00pm Choral Evensong

Registers for June 2010
Funerals: We commend to God’s keeping:
3rd
Doris Brenda Grace
28th

Kevin Carl Stonebank

House Group
7:30pm Wednesdays
at 45 Crowson Way, DSJ.
All welcome!
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Please share your views and concerns. Communication is

What Do You Think? the key! Emails, letters and faxes only, please.
See page 3 for contact details.

Dear Editor,
8:00am Sunday Services
It seems appropriate that the announcement of the death of the weekly 8am service
in last month‟s Priory News should have a thick black border.
We were once told by a vicar of the Priory Church that, as long as one person
needed that service, he felt it his duty to provide it - what a difference now!
Those of us that attend the early service do so for a variety of reasons and, few
though we sometimes (often) are, we feel abandoned and apparently thought not in
need of spiritual guidance and fellowship. You may say that we can attend at 10am
but, if that service - broken up by people running around sharing „peace‟ - was what
people wanted, they would be attending it already.
Whoever serves our Lord is surely not looking for a less onerous job - if he/she is,
then I would suggest that they are doing THEIR will and not our Lord‟s. Our Lord
never said that doing His will was an easy option. Our mission is, surely, to ensure
the growth of His church here on earth, not to „dumb it down‟. I see the PCC decided
- I can only assume after much prayer - to abandon a weekly service; there was
certainly no consultation with those most closely affected by this action.
One is led to wonder whether the weekly service on Thursday morning will be the
next act of worship that is too onerous for our new minister, should we ever be
fortunate enough to find one.
I end by urging all friends of the Priory Church to prayer - lots of it. Perhaps if we
had all met in prayer at the beginning of this vacancy, we would by now be
expanding in faith, not shrinking our commitment to God by abandoning a small
section of His congregation.
Rita Gostick.

News from the PCC
July 2010
The PCC met on 5th July and discussed a wide range of
matters.
I was able to update the PCC on the Vacancy and, although announcements
have been made in Church, it is worth repeating the latest situation. A new
Vicarage has now been purchased by the Diocese on Spalding Road (near the
junction with Broadgate Lane), which is a major step forward. The advertisement
was agreed with both the Bishop and the Rural Dean and it appeared in the
Church Times on 2nd and 9th July. The closing date for applications is 6th August
and interviews will be held on 9th September. We are waiting to hear what the
response to the advertisement is, but in the meantime the Bishop of Grantham is
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searching for candidates through his own network. He tells me that he has
already identified two possible candidates.
Nobody has yet offered themselves to take part in the Lay Ministry course but we
continue to encourage members of the congregation to consider whether they
might feel able to explore the possibility of serving the Parish in this way. Richard
and Andrea Gamman will be undertaking the Children‟s Work module of the
course. Sonia has recently gone on a course concerning the Church‟s response
to emergencies. Let us hope that she never has to use her new skills!
Simon Marshall presented his financial report and told us that finances appear to
be a little healthier than last year. He was able to recommend that we paid a
further £5,000 towards our Parish Share, bringing the total we have paid this year
to £14,000, somewhat up on this time last year.
The Rose and Sweet Pea Show was a great success with the final net income
being just under £3,000. The weather had been a great help, and the numbers
were boosted as a result of our participation in „Deepings in Bloom‟, which also
resulted in the Parish Council agreeing to resurface the Car Park, which I am
sure all will agree is a great improvement. The Rose and Sweet Pea Show is not
just a fundraising event but a major contribution to Parish life, which enhances
the profile of the Priory Church. Our thanks go to all who made it such a success,
particularly John and Sue Marsh who coordinated the whole event.
We debated the Diocese‟s Youth Participation Policy and it was agreed that a lot
of thought and planning would be needed to make our Church life more open to
young people. A sub-committee has been set up to consider how we can best
move forward on this.
The management of the Church Hall was discussed at length in preparation for
Bill Flegg‟s retirement in December. Look out for further information about this in
Priory News.
Our quinquennial inspection of the Church building was due and took place on 6th
July. We look forward to receiving the architect‟s report.
Martin Fisher.

Wardens’ World
As you will no doubt already have read elsewhere, the
Rose and Sweet Pea Show was a great success, helped, of
course, by the excellent weather and the beautiful condition
of the church hall garden. The flowers and other exhibits
provided by „Deepings in Bloom‟ contributed to the festive
appearance of the church interior and the flower baskets
held by the Rose Queen and her attendants were provided
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by my wife on behalf of the church ladies. A
tremendous amount of hard work goes in to this annual
event, not only on the day but in the show‟s planning
and preparation, and of course clearing up afterwards,
so we all owe a debt of gratitude to our willing army of
volunteers who make it all possible.
The regular five-yearly inspection of the church
building falls due this year and we undertook it on
Tuesday 6th July. Again we were fortunate with the
weather; it was warm enough to be able to walk
around on the roofs in comfort (and calm enough not to
risk being blown off) but cool enough to be reasonably
comfortable inside the roof spaces. It was particularly
Christine preparing flower
interesting to have a close look at how the new steel
baskets for the Rose Queen
and timber beam had been installed in the roof space
and her attendants.
above the nave where the old timbers were attacked
by dry rot a few years ago. It remains now to be seen how much repair and
restoration work we will be faced with once we receive our architect‟s report.
Tony Masters.

Priory Church Hall
The Priory Community Hall Regeneration Committee, set up in 2004, has completed
as much of the work that it set out to achieve as it has been able to. The committee
has disbanded and the running of the hall continues under the care of Bill Flegg as
Hall Manager. Bill has been doing this for around 14 years and he has,
understandably, decided that it is time for him to step down. Bill's contribution to the
life of the Church and village in this rôle has been substantial, and this is in addition
to his and Margaret's other contributions. I'm sure everyone is very grateful for Bill's
dedication over this long period.
As of December we will need to replace the rôle and one option is to ask the Parish
community for a volunteer to take over from Bill. Bill will tell you that it is a
responsible but rewarding task which he made his own, shaping and forming it. It
would be open for a new Hall Manager to do likewise. For example, there may be
two or more volunteers who would like to share the rôle. If anyone is interested or
would like to discuss the rôle in more detail, they can contact me or any member of
the PCC.
Martin Jones - PCC member.
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The Leprosy Mission
For many years our parish has had a link with the Leprosy Mission
(based locally at Oron Goldhay) and a special interest in its field
hospital at Belgaum in India.
Diane Templeton has acted as our contact with the Leprosy mission
(in succession to the late Bernard Babb); she would now like to hand
over this role and we thank her for her past work for this worthy
cause.
The role chiefly involves the issue and collection annually of savings boxes and
handing over of quarterly magazines received from the society. If this is something
that you would like to take on please let me, the wardens or Cled Bennett know.
Diane would be happy to fill you in further or answer any queries you might have.
Sonia Marshall.

Garden News
We have another huge thank-you this month which goes to Bill
and Win Davis for the donation of a third garden bench. Our
thanks also go to all who have given plants, which make the
garden more colourful. Next year should be even better for all to
enjoy.
On a different note, our garden wheelbarrow seems to have disappeared. It was an
old one left by Mark as useless, which John has spent time and energy repairing,
including the replacement of the tyre and inner tube at some expense. Losing a vital
piece of equipment makes our job more difficult, so if anyone knows the
whereabouts of our barrow, perhaps they could please let us know.
We are in need of other tools if anyone has old ones surplus to their requirements.
In particular we are in need of a spade, rake and watering can. At the moment these
are transported from home each week, so to have the items in the shed would be
helpful.
All the apple trees are full of fruit, so there should be plenty for all later in the year.
Thank you for all your kind comments and support.
Linda Sellars.

Thank You
We are pleased to announce the safe arrival of Niall James
Nestor, born to Susan and Ryan on Saturday 10th July at 10:19,
weighing 8 lb 8 oz. We would like to thank all for their kind
wishes and prayers.
Bill and Margaret.
[Many congratulations to you all. Bet.]
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Rose and Sweet Pea Show 2010
Thank you
A very big thank you to all those who helped to make this year‟s Rose and Sweet
Pea Show such a tremendous success. We hesitate to mention anyone in particular
as so many assisted with the show in a variety of ways including setting up and
running stalls, organising the events in the arena, the trips up the tower, children‟s
activities and, not least, the horticulture show in the church, putting up the banner,
manning the car par, doing the “MCing” and sound system and, of course, providing
refreshments in the church hall. Thanks also to this year‟s Rose Queen and her
attendants for gracing the day and for those who assisted with her crowning.
No “thank you” would be complete without mentioning those who provided the
entertainment – the children from Deeping St James Community Primary School.
Linchfield County Primary School, The Priory Youth Players and members of the
Bourne Grammar School Jazz Band – all of whom excelled in helping to give the
show a real carnival atmosphere.
Thanks, too, to the Town Council for their contribution via Deepings in Bloom and for
all the resultant publicity they gave to the show.
And finally, the show would not have been half as successful without the magnificent
sunny weather. Thank God for such a wonderful day!
Sue and John Marsh.

The Grand Draw
This year there were a magnificent 35 prizes to be had – of which at least 10 were
worth between £25 and £100.
The raffle was drawn as usual at the Rose and Sweet Pea Show.
The prize winners are:
1

£100

Mrs Hirst

13

Hamper
(Biscuits &
chocolate)

Kinkup

25

Linfords
regular fish &
chips

Mickleburg

2

£100 towards a
meal at
Chesters
restaurant

Ann Bennett

14

Bouquet

Cooper

26

Bottle of wine

Robert
Thomas

3

Meal for 4 at
Maharani‟s

G Lucas

15

Swain

27

4

2 Tolethorpe
tickets

Wyn Davis

16

Halley

28

5

Burghley House
family ticket

Brooksbank

17

Simon &
Sonia

29

Geranium
plant

Mr Parson

6

Hamper (drink)

Davis

18

Bird Feeder

Astle

30

Necklace &
brooch set

Sue Marsh

7

£30 Morrison‟s
voucher

Sue Marsh

19

Hydrangea

Helen

31

Notebook

S Whittaker

10

£10 Boundary
fish & chip
voucher
£10 Grasmere
Farm voucher
£10 Boundary
fish & chip
voucher

Plant (purple
flowers) in
basket
Sunflower
plant

Christine
Gilbert
J Clark

8

Basket of
Waitrose
goodies

Mark
Cunningham

20

9

£25 John Lewis
voucher

Laura
Cunningham

21

10

M&S wine

J Marsh

22

Steve Fisk

23

Ann
Thompson

24

11
12

Stamford Arts
voucher
£20 Tesco
voucher

£10 Boundary
fish & chip
voucher
Linfords
regular fish &
chips
£5 Waterside
voucher
„Gardeners‟
Clock
Backpack

Wilson

32

Scarf, hat and
gloves set

Jacob
Boswall

Jones

33

Scented
cushion

Ken
Jolyson

Helena
Gamman

34

Champagne

Jane Burch

Brook

35

Blowing
bubbles set

Andy
Sharp

Nuttall

This year we raised £1,076 after expenses – an increase of over £100 on last year.
Selling tickets beforehand is very essential as about two thirds of the sales were
made this way – and my thanks go to all ticket sellers for their efforts. However, it is
important that all those issued with tickets do return them before the show - whether
sold or unsold – as we could have sold more tickets on the day if they had been
available (quite a few books were not returned).
Grateful thanks go to John Fisher, Niccy and Martin Fisher, Sue and John Marsh,
Andrea and Richard Gamman, Juliet Mills, Christine Masters, Mrs Beryl Willett, Mrs
Doris Bellairs, Mandy Flindall and The Church Ladies‟ Fellowship for either
supplying raffle prizes or money towards prizes.
The following companies also donated prizes:Landis Gyr

Meal at Chesters

Pets‟ Pantry, Market
Deeping

Bird feeder

Meal

Tesco

Voucher

Maharani‟s, Market
Deeping
Stamford Shakespeare
Company
Burghley Estate
Stamford Arts Centre

Tolethorpe tickets

John Lewis

Voucher

Aitken Floral Designs

2 pot plants and a
bouquet

Family ticket
Voucher

The Boundary Fish &
Chip Restaurant
Linford‟s Fish and Chips
Grasmere Farm
Waterside Garden
Centre

Vouchers
Vouchers
Voucher
Voucher

The Co-operative Store in Market Deeping must not be forgotten as the Co-op,
again, very generously sponsored the printing of the raffle tickets.
Without the generosity of these companies and individuals the money raised would
have been much less as we would have had to fund all the prizes and the printing
ourselves.
I must also express my thanks to Kim Hallam who helped me source the prizes,
helped to distribute the tickets, and also helped on the day. Thanks also to Adrian
Hallam (and relatives) and to Roger and Liz Bridgeman for helping man the stall.
Overall the raffle was very successful this year, raising over £1,000 towards church
funds and will take quite a bit to emulate next year.
Sue Marsh.
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All Star Picture Parade
The following pictures were kindly sent in by John Marsh. Thanks, John.

Plants.
Cakes & Jams.

The Likely Lads!

Tombola.

Bouncy Castle from the Church Tower.
Something‟s Cooking.

12

Plenty of Prizes.

The MC.

Play Your Cards Right!
Tucking In.

In Full Swing.
Nearly Sold Out.
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Bell Ringers‟ Stall.

Taking Refreshments.

Drawing the Raffle.

14

2010 Rose Queen.

The Raffle Stall.

Cheap at Half the Price!

Individual Winner Most Unusual Planter – Deepings in
Bloom.
The following pictures were kindly sent in by Richard Gamman. Thanks, Richard.
Presenting the Prizes.

The church bedecked.
Winner of “Best In Show” collecting her trophy.
Thanks to Mark Warrick for kindly allowing us to use the following pictures from his Flickr site:
www.flickr.com/photos/frmark.

Dick and Anthea.

Johanna.

15

Richard gets ready for the big shot.

Geoff‟s amazing tanks.

Phil takes a break.

Blue, Red and Green mixing well.

These pictures were kindly sent in from Children’s Church. Thanks Alice, Ellie, Erin, Harry and A N Other.

By Alice.
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By Ellie.

By Erin.
By Harry.

By A N Other.

Thanks to everyone who supplied pictures from the show - sorry we couldn‟t include
them all.

Priory News Online is now in Colour
If you would like to see the magazine with colour illustrations, we
are beginning to archive each issue in glowing colour. It‟s
probably worth having a look at the pictures from the Rose and
Sweet Pea Show in this month‟s issue.
Copies are available at:
www.dsj.org.uk/magazine/magarchives.htm
and
www.washbrooke.co.uk/priory_news.htm
Files are in Adobe PDF format, which will require Adobe Reader software to be
downloaded. This is available free of charge by following the links from the above
pages.
Dave Washbrooke.
17

Cooking with Margaret
Carrot Cake
Ingredients

Method

225g self-raising flour
2 level teaspoons baking powder
150g light Muscovado sugar
50g chopped walnuts
100g grated carrots
2 ripe bananas mashed
2 large eggs
150ml sunflower oil
Topping
175g full fat soft cheese, (Philadelphia)
50g softened butter
100g sifted icing sugar
a few drops of vanilla extract
walnut halves to decorate

1. Pre-heat the oven to 180°C, 160°C (fan), Gas 4.
Grease a 20cm deep round cake tin and line the
base with baking parchment.
2. Measure all the ingredients for the cake into a
large bowl, and beat well until thoroughly blended
and smooth. Turn into the prepared tin and level
the surface.
3. Bake in the pre-heated oven for about 50-60
minutes until the cake is well risen and shrinking
away from the sides of the tin. Leave to cool in the
tin for a few minutes then turn out, peel off the
parchment and finish cooling on a wire rack.
4. For the topping, measure all the ingredients,
except the walnuts, into a bowl or into a food
processor, and blitz until smooth. Spread over the
top of the cake, swirling the top with a spatula for
a decorative effect. Decorate the top with the
walnut halves. Chill a little before serving, and
store in the fridge as the topping is soft.

Margaret Flegg.

Rotas for August
Servers
Paul Boswall
John Sellars

Sidespersons
Team A: Doris Bellairs,
Mary Hamilton, Vivien Hamilton

Sun
1st

10:00
am

Sun
8th

8:00
Geoff Armstrong
am
10:00 Simon Marshall
am Chris Halley

George Knowles
Ken Rimmer
Team B: Joy Cunningham,
Ann Meekings

Sun
15th

10:00 Simon Marshall
am John Sellars

Team C: Cled.Bennett,
Adrian Hallam, Tim Hitchborn

Sun
22nd
Sun
29th
Sun
th
5 Sep
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8:00
Geoff Armstrong
am
10:00 Simon Marshall
am Chris Halley
10:00
am

Paul Boswall
John Sellars

10:00 Simon Marshall
am Chris Halley
6:00
pm

John Sellars

George Knowles
Ken Rimmer
Team D: Kim Hallam,
Graham Hardy, Trevor Harwood

Intercessors
Nicky Fisher

Bet Washbrooke
John Marsh

Sonia Marshall

Team E: Liz Bridgeman,
Bill Flegg, Margaret Flegg

Tony Masters

Team F: Doris Bellairs,
Christine Masters, Val Wilde

Sonia Marshall

Sun
1st
Sun
8th
Sun
15th
Sun
22nd
Sun
29th

10:00
am
10:00
am
10:00
am
10:00
am
10:00
am

Sun 10:00
5th Sep
am

Bread
& Wine
Cled & Ann
Bennett
Joy Cunningham
Carole Mills
Doris Bellairs
Christine Masters
Christine Payne
Ann Meekings
Dick & Anthea
Wray
Martin & Niccy
Fisher

Sunday
Coffee

Church
Flowers

Church
Cleaning
Dick & Anthea
Wray

Carole Mills

Josie Waghorn
Joy
Cunningham

Doris Bellairs
Carole Mills
Janet Lill
Ann Bennett
Penny
Hebblewhite

Vacant

Brasses

Pat Feek
Doris Warner
Bill & Margaret
Flegg

Bill &
Margaret
Flegg

Readings and Readers
Old Testament
Reading
Reader
Sun
1st

10:00
am

New Testament
Reading
Reader

The Ninth Sunday after Trinity (Proper 13)
Lammas Day
Colossians
Graham
[Baptism]
3: 1-11
Hardy

Gospel
Reading

Luke
12: 13-21

The Tenth Sunday after Trinity (Proper 14)
Sun
8th

Sun
15th

8:00
am
10:00
am

Genesis
15:1-6

Ann
Bennett

Hebrews
11:1-3,8-16

Tony
Masters

Luke
12:32-40

The Eleventh Sunday after Trinity (Proper 15)
10:00 Revelation
John
Galations
Joy
Luke
am 11:19-12:6,10
Marsh
4:4-7
Cunningham
1:46-55
The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity (Proper 16)

Sun
22nd

Sun
29th

Sun
th
5 Sep

8:00
am
10:00
am

Isaiah
58:9-14

Trevor
Harwood

Hebrews
12:18-29

Simon
Marshall

Luke
13:10-17

The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity (Proper 17)
10:00 Ecclesiasticus
Liz
Hebrews
Jacob
Luke
am 10:12-18
Spratley
13:1-8,15-16
Boswall
14:1,7-14
10:00
am
6:00
pm

The Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity (Proper 18)
Deuteronomy
Martin
Philemon
Bill
Luke
30:15-20
Fisher
1-21
Flegg
14:25-33
Isaiah
Psalm 121
John 5:30-47
43:14-44:5
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Bishop’s Letter
Dear Friends
Such Devoted Sisters
There was a time when Lincolnshire boasted more Monasteries per square mile than any
other part of England. Bardney was one of the largest and most influential of them, and
some were pioneering in their habits and lifestyle like the co-ed community founded by
Gilbert at Sempringham.
However, after the Dissolution of the Monasteries by Henry VIII in the 16th Century these
religious communities all but disappeared from the landscape of England in general, and
Lincolnshire in particular. It took until the 19th Century before a movement to refound
religious communities took hold with Anglicans discovering for themselves the value of
such power houses of prayer which had for so long been treated with suspicion as hotbeds
of Roman Catholic subversion.
Some of these new foundations had houses in Lincolnshire, but during the course of the
20th Century they attracted fewer and fewer men and women prepared to commit to such
lives of poverty, chastity and obedience. So here we are without even one such
Community in our Diocese …
… until now. For I am delighted to report that we have reached an agreement with the
Community of St Francis. They are moving from their house at Compton Durville in
Somerset and, as part of their reshaping of the life of the province, three sisters will relocate to Metheringham, and establish the Vicarage there as one of their houses, to be
known as San Damiano. Whilst they will be relatively few in number, they will be made very
welcome as they re-claim part of our religious heritage which we thought had been lost for
ever.
Of course, monastic houses were about more than prayer several times a day and a
regular cycle of worship throughout the Christian year. They provided hospitality to pilgrims
and wayfarers when travel on the roads could be hard and dangerous. They were
committed to education and learning not only in biblical and theological studies, but many
other disciplines as well. They provided spiritual direction and opportunities for retreat and
reflection for those needing to come aside a while from the busyness of daily life. By no
means least, they often pioneered new farming techniques as part of the agricultural
revolution.
But what attracted the Franciscan Sisters to come to us was our insistence that we simply
wanted them to pray for us and with us day by day. Yes, they will offer a ministry of service
and care whenever and wherever they are called upon to do so, but Metheringham is right
at the geographical centre of our Diocese, and we rejoice in the knowledge that a
Community committed to lives of praise, prayer, petition and intercession will be the
beating heart at the heart of all we seek to be and to do as the people of God in historic
Lincolnshire.
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