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From the Vicar
I have just received, from our esteemed editor, an email
reminding me that we are coming up to producing the
April magazine – which is also the Easter issue.
Easter!!! We’re hardly in to Lent! How can I be thinking
about Easter already?
Methinks, perhaps, that I doth protest too much! OK, Ash Wednesday was only one
week ago, as I write, but when you get around to reading this, we will be well into
Lent. Methinks also that, perhaps, I have hit upon a very important truth.
Lent is very much a time when we reflect that God in Jesus shared fully with us the
experiences of temptation and suffering. We examine our own lives, perhaps look at
the superficiality or selfishness… look beyond ourselves to the world that God loved
so much He sent His only son to die for… We ponder over our news – the terrible
invasion of Ukraine and the suffering there… more Covid… another natural
disaster… another terrorist incident… another crime… Where is God when…?
But here we are in the middle of Lent, and looking forward to Easter. Without Easter
all else would be meaningless. A baby is born in the Middle-East, an event
surrounded by some strange legends, he grows up, tells some good stories, teaches
some good morals, then is executed. What a shame… so much potential!
Or… a man goes off into the desert. So what? That’s hardly front-page stuff, is it? Is
he raising money for charity? That might be newsworthy for 5 minutes more.
It is in the depths of Lent – of our own personal Lent – when suffering, the way of
the cross, is all too real for us, that the message of Easter can blaze through
strongest. Not I hasten to add to diminish or belittle the experience of the darkness.
But rather, at first, as a ray – possibly merely a flickering candle. It is, for us, the hint
of a promise. Jesus went through it all, and came out the other side into new life, the
resurrection life. And that is a promise for us too. Where he leads, I can follow.
Perhaps that is the right thing to be thinking about in the middle of Lent.
Happy Easter.
Mark
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In this Month’s Priory News …
Dear Readers…
We look forward to Easter with great
hope but these last weeks have
seemed to move so slowly as we have
taken stock of the continuing terrible
events in Ukraine. We all feel helpless
as we contemplate the suffering of
others, proud in the bravely of those
who stand up to evil and in our own
armed forces, and hopeful that
Ukraine can overcome this affront to
their democracy and seek a worthy
settlement.
There are things that we have the
power to do however small. To that
end within these pages, please find
details of charitable giving and the
recently announced refugee hosting
scheme.
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As ever please share any articles, thoughts, and notices at priorynews@dsj.org.uk.
With best wishes for Easter
Jonathan

HOUSE GROUP
2:30pm Wednesdays
Venue tbc. Pat Feek
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Reports, News & Dates For Your Diary
War in Ukraine
Letter from Bishop Stephen
As we watch with horror the unfolding tragedy in Ukraine, what
should our response be as Christians? Our first and last
response is to pray. The Church of England has published
prayers for use for the day of prayer called for by our
archbishops for tomorrow, Sunday 27th February. You can find
these resources here. https://www.churchofengland.org/prayerand-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/praying-peace-world
The Diocese of Europe is live-streaming prayers at 6pm GMT on Tuesday 1st March
on its website www.Europe.anglican.org
Pope Francis has called for a day of prayer and fasting for peace in Ukraine and
across the world on Ash Wednesday, 2nd March. The Pope has said: “Jesus taught us
that the diabolical senselessness of violence is answered with God’s weapons, with
prayer and fasting.” We must denounce the action of Russia in invading a free
democratic country because it is evil, immediately imperilling every Ukrainian and
the families of Russian soldiers, but also the relative peace of Europe which we
have known for so long. We have too easily thought about peace as the norm; but
our human condition of sin means that our peace would be far from us but for the
saving action of God in Jesus. Just as we can go after goals we want achieve but
should not seek, so nations can do the same on a terrible scale. That is what we
see unfolding.
Peace is the gift of God which has been earnt for us by Jesus on the cross. The
Resurrection makes that peace available to us through time and eternity. When the
risen Christ says ‘Peace be with you’, it is the radical greeting of the postResurrection world which enables peace to be our horizon. That peace is not
primarily the absence of conflict. It is the orientation of our hearts and minds to be
active bearers of peace, just as Jesus sent out his disciples in pairs to be people and
proclaimers of peace (Luke 10.5). When we share the peace in the Eucharist, it is
not a casual greeting but a radical foretaste of the peace of heaven with the call
now to be bearers of peace and light in a dark world.
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As we burn last year’s palm crosses for ash, we see the weakness of our own lives
and we we sorrow over the acutely liminal lives of our sisters and brothers in
Ukraine. Our commitment to fasting - if we are physically and mentally well enough
- brings home to our bodies the earnest call to align ourselves with God’s perfect
will for the world God has made. It also sets us on the road to work out what it will
mean for us to accept personal cost to make sanctions bring Russia to the table of
peace. For sanctions to work at all, they will have to make an impact on our
pockets and comforts, perhaps over a sustained period. We need to support Her
Majesty’s Government in all efforts to hobble Russian finances and cyber activity
here and across the world.
Just as important, we need to be speaking up for the flood of refugees fleeing
westwards and our government’s commitment to their welcome and support as
necessary. We must as Christians be working with all people of goodwill to
highlight the unfolding humanitarian disaster, even when that is uncomfortable.
Ukraine could face misery not seen since the German invasion in 1941. We must be
vigilant in calling out any indiscriminate shelling of civilian targets and the physical,
political and religious oppression of Ukrainian citizens who cannot escape. We pray
for the freedom of Ukraine and for the religious freedom and welfare of Christians,
Muslims and Jews. I ask your prayers for the small Anglican communities in
Ukraine ( https://www.facebook.com/AnglicanChurchInUkraine), for the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church, the Greek Catholic Church of Ukraine and all independent
churches. They are doing what they can on the ground and may yet be targeted by
Russia (see Giles Fraser on www.unherd.com).
Of course, our pressing concern about the Ukraine has to be put in the context of
all the other parts of the world where there are bad leaders and where we are
concerned for the physical and religious liberty of our Christian sisters and
brothers. People do evil when they think good people are not looking. Our prayer
for peace is a challenge to the whole world, starting with ourselves as we pay
attention on many fronts. An African friend of mine who intercedes for peace
across his continent today reminded me of the prayer attributed to St Francis:
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace; where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light; and where there is sadness, joy. O Divine Master, grant
that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood, as to
understand; to be loved, as to love; for it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning
that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life. Amen.
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At this confusing and sorrowful time, I am drawn to the penultimate chapter of
Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians, 15.54-58: When this perishable nature has put
on imperishability, and when this mortal nature has put on immortality, then the words
of scripture will come true: Death is swallowed up in victory. Death, where is your
victory? Death, where is your sting? Now the sting of death is sin, and sin gets its power
from the Law. So let us thank God for giving us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Never give in then, my dear brothers and sisters, never admit defeat; keep on working
at the Lord’s work always, knowing that, in the Lord, you cannot be labouring in vain.
Yours ever in Christ,
+Stephen
26.2.22
Reprinted from www.lincoln.anglican.org

The following Christian charities are at work in the country, and would welcome
your immediate support:
Barnabas Fund. https://www.barnabasfund.org/gb/
Christian Aid. https://www.christianaid.org.uk
Methodist Church UK. https://www.allwecan.org.uk
Operation Mobilisation https://www.uk.om.org/Appeal/ukraine-in-crisis
Samaritan’s Purse https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk
Transform Europe Network: https://www.ten-uk.org
World Vision https://www.worldvision.org.uk

Registering an interest in hosting Ukrainian refugees can be found at
https://homesforukraine.campaign.gov.uk
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Songs of Praise
Who hasn’t joined in enthusiastically when their favourite hymn is ringing out of the TV set
as part of BBC TV’s Songs of Praise? Well on Friday 29th April the real experience is going to
be staged at a Church near you - namely the Priory Church! Pam Rhodes who has presented
the programme since the 1980’s will introduce a series of her favourite hymns sung by the
choir and interspersed with humorous tales about them. Pam will also talk about her popular
novels which include ‘The Dunbridge Chronicles and the new trilogy ‘Hope Hall’. The
afternoon event which starts at 4.30 pm will be introduced by our own Jo Astle and there will
be a glass of cordial and a homemade shortbread biscuit. Tickets at £10.50 can be purchased
on www.stamfordartscentre.com
The Literary Festival kicks off with a free Read Dating event at the Deepings Library on
Thursday 28th April between 10 and 12.00 pm when you can spend a few minutes with a
selection of local authors to discover more about their books and motivation - it might even
inspire you to put pen to paper!
With Jackie Weaver of Handforth Parish Council fame appearing at the Marquee at the
Granary at Molecey Mill at 2.30pm on Saturday 30th and author, Kit de Waal, of the
sensitively crafted book ‘My Name is Leon’ currently being filmed with Lenny Henry, also at
the Granary at 11.00 am on Saturday, there promises to be an author for all tastes!
Assistance with purchasing tickets online is available at the Deepings Library Mon, Weds and
Friday 10.00am - 3.00pm

Judy Stevens

Churches Together
After a gap of two years the Churches Together Lakeside Service will resume on Sunday May
1st at 7:00 am (That’s right 7 in the morning!)
The Gospel reading set for that day is the last resurrection appearance that St John records
when the disciples saw Jesus on the shore of Lake Tiberias and shared breakfast with him.
We commemorate this with a short service at Deeping Lakes followed by a “bring and share”
breakfast.
We will meet at the carpark at 6:45 am and make our way to the bench overlooking the lake
(just follow the path round until you find us) Past experience suggest it is a good idea to wrap
up warm: with coats, scarves, gloves, hats etc and to bring your own folding chair and of
course a flask of something hot to drink and breakfast.
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We make time within the service to simply experience the serenity and the beauty of God’s
created world and if we are really lucky the swans will put on a display for us. Even if they
don’t it is well worth the effort to set the alarm and make a rather earlier start than usual to
a Sunday morning.
Hope to see some of you there!

Kate Brown
Who are They?
Thanks to Anthea Wray, who
emailed as follows; My
mother and I can identify a lot
of the people, but we didn’t
know what the occasion was.
However, we knew Olive
Burton (first Lady from left
second row) was still alive and
with the help of her daughter
Helen Cook found out that it
was Deeping St James WI
outing to “Cadbury world”.

Front row: from left . Canon Knight. Emmy Taylor. Mrs
Towning. Mrs Hewitt. Mrs Berridge. Not known. Rev
Dealey.
Second row: Man not known: Olive Burton: Mr
Towning. Mrs Rudkin
Third row: Mrs Batt. Miss Crowson.
Also in the picture are Mrs Hardy, Mrs Lambert and
Mary Bush.
Many thanks for this information. If anyone has any
similar photos from the past, it would be lovely to
share them, and to reminisce.
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Eco Church News
Reprinting the picture of the ‘Bug Hotel’, which could not be seen properly in the last issue).

Mission Matters
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the collection for the Leprosy Mission in
February. Together with a donation of £250 from Mission Matters we were able to send a
total of £361.36 to the appeal, for the vital replacement of a research centre at Anandaban
hospital in Nepal. Daisy Mansfield, who gave such a compelling and informative talk sent
her thanks on behalf of the Leprosy Mission. According to her letter our donation will
enable them to purchase 50,229 bricks towards the new building.

Victoria
9

Lent Lunches
It has been lovely to welcome ‘regulars’ and new faces to the Lent lunches on Thursdays
after an absence of two years. If you haven’t been yet it’s not too late! There are three
more Thursdays up to and including April 7th. Please do pay us a visit between 12noon and
1.30pm

Victoria

Dates for your diary
Don’t forget the Hog Roast on July 24th
Greenwood Quire: a Concert in the church on Sunday, October 16th

Victoria

Music for a While
It is some time since we held one of our occasional “sessions”. We are therefore delighted
that now that restrictions have been lifted Lin Witherington has agreed to host our next
afternoon’s presentation. It will be held on Wednesday, May 4th, starting at 2.30 pm in our
barn. As usual we shall have a cup of tea and a slice of cake to finish so if you would like to
come, please let us know so that we can cater accordingly. There is no charge although
there will be a plate for any contributions you may like to make towards church funds. Face
masks are optional.

John.

Poetry and Thought
The Risen Son
Now is the time of quietness and healing.
Almost imperceptibly, like summer's lengthening days,
Peace of mind returns.
Hope, shrouded so recently in darkness,
Rekindles like a flickering flame.
The heart that was burdened with weariness and sorrow,
Beats to a lighter tempo
As the Risen Son brings healing in the dawn.
Bet Washbrooke
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Faith in the Middle Ages
Faith in a new guise: the Reformation brings the Middle Ages to a close
In the first quarter of the sixteenth century the majority of Lincolnshire folk were, aside
from grumbles about church dues, settled in traditional forms of worship. In the
universities ( Oxford and Cambridge only at this point in time) and at court ideas of reform
from the continent were taking hold, and were given further impetus by Henry VIII’s desire
to obtain a divorce from Catherine of Aragon who had not succeeded in giving him the
longed for son and heir to the throne. The way forward for the king was to cut ties with the
Church of Rome through various legislative measures and to make himself head of the new
Church of England ( Queen Elizabeth preferred the title ‘supreme governor’ on the grounds
that Christ is the head of the Church).
Further targets for reform were the monasteries which for some time had been suffering
from a decline in vocations, lay spirituality taking other directions after the great growth in
the twelfth century and the Black Death also taking its toll on numbers. The wealth of the
monasteries and their vast landholdings made them a tempting target for a high spending
government which also needed to bolster support for the direction it was taking.
In Lincolnshire three officials descended on Louth immediately rousing
suspicion that action would be taken against church goods and the
monasteries. The vicar preached an inflammatory sermon and 3000
supporters came to Louth causing the government officials to flee. The
abbots of Kirkstead and Barlings were also persuaded to join the
gathering and they were also joined by some of the gentry. 10,000
supporters marched on Lincoln and the king then sent Charles
Brandon, duke of Suffolk, to quell the rising promising pardon if they
went home. The vicar of Louth and the abbots of Kirkstead and
Barlings were however hung, drawn and quartered, a dire warning to those who resisted.
Rebellion spread north ( the better known ‘Pilgrimage of Grace’) and was similarly
suppressed. Deeping Priory itself was dissolved in 1540 along with its mother house,
Thorney Abbey. A further move attacking earlier beliefs in masses and prayers for the
departed was made in 1547 with the dissolution of the chantries, including that in Deeping
St James.
The reforms also led to some changes in church administration and personnel. The huge
diocese of Lincoln, previously consisting of 8 archdeaconries and stretching from the
Humber to Hertfordshire was broken up. New dioceses of Oxford and Peterborough were
created ( using Christ Church, Oxford and Peterborough abbeys as their cathedrals). Lincoln
cathedral itself was administered by four canons (Dean, precentor, chancellor and subdean)
the office of treasurer falling after Henry Lytherland protesting about the destruction of the
11

shrine of St Hugh and being executed for treason at York in 1538. As new ideas progressed
more clergy availed themselves of the freedom to marry and it also became more common
for parish clergy to be better educated and to hold university degrees.
There was however a transitional period of some twenty years before some sort of stability
could be achieved. Henry VIII, though having to usher in great changes to effect his divorce,
was essentially traditional at heart. His son, Edward VI, was more protestant in outlook and
when dying endeavoured to promote the protestant Lady Jane Grey as his successor. The
Catholic Mary Tudor was more successful in gathering support and in her short reign began
reversing the religious changes introduced by her father and brother only for these to be
again reversed when Elizabeth I became queen in 1558. The situation is reflected in
Deeping St James with ornaments and vestments being hidden away under Edward VI,
brought into use again under Mary, but finally destroyed or sold by the churchwardens in
1560. Elizabeth favoured toleration as far as possible but after she was excommunicated by
the pope and the threat to her life increased, Catholics were compelled to attend church or
were fined. In the later decades of her reign the threat to order came rather from the
puritan wing.
Sonia

Lakeside Service
Sunday May 1st 7:00 am

Bring a chair and breakfast
(meet at the carpark at 6:45)
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Priory Church of Deeping St James

CHURCH CALENDAR FOR APRIL 2022
1st

Friday

11.30 am
5.30 pm
6:45 pm
7:30 pm

Funeral in the church
Friday Knights
Choir Practice
Ringers’ practice

2nd

Saturday

12.00 noon Lent Lunch at the Roman Catholic church

3rd

SUNDAY

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT/ PASSION SUNDAY
9:00 am
Holy Communion (said)
10:15 am First Sunday Praise
6.00 pm
Choral Evensong

6th

Wednesday 2:30 pm

7th

Thursday

9:30 am
Holy Communion (said)
12.00 noon Lent Lunch in the Hall
7:30 pm
Church Ladies’ Fellowship

8th

Friday

5.30 pm
6:45 pm
7:30 pm

House Group

Friday Knights
Choir Practice
Ringers’ practice

10th SUNDAY

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT/ PALM SUNDAY
9:50 am
Children’s Church
10:00 am Holy Communion

11th

Monday

7.30 pm

Meditation

12th

Tuesday

7.30 pm

Meditation

13th

Wednesday 2:30 pm
7:30 pm

14th

Thursday

MAUNDY THURSDAY
9:30 am
Holy Communion (said)
7:30 pm
Maundy Thursday Communion & Washing of Feet

15th

Friday

GOOD FRIDAY
9.30 am
Children’s event in the church and hall
10.00 am Churches Together Walk of Witness from St Guthlac’s
2.00 pm
Last Hour Meditation

16th

Saturday

HOLY SATURDAY
4.00 pm
Holy Saturday Meditation

House Group
Meditation
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17th SUNDAY

EASTER SUNDAY
5.30 am
Sunrise Service in the hall garden
9:00 am
BCP Holy Communion (said)
10:00 am Holy Communion
6.00 pm
Easter Choral Evensong

20th

Wednesday 2:30 pm

House Group

21st

Thursday

9:30 am
7:30 pm

Holy Communion (said)
Church Ladies’ Fellowship

22nd Friday

5.30 pm
6:45 pm
7:30 pm

Friday Knights
Choir Practice
Ringers’ practice

23rd Saturday

St George’s Day

24th SUNDAY

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
10:00 am
1.30 pm

Holy Communion, followed by Annual Meeting
Scouts’ Service in the church

27th

Wednesday 2:30 pm

House Group

28th

Thursday

9:30 am
5.00 pm

Holy Communion (said)
Wedding rehearsal

29th

Friday

4.30 pm
5.30 pm
6:45 pm
7:30 pm

Pam Rhoads in the church
Friday Knights
Choir Practice
Ringers’ practice

30th

Saturday

10.00
1.00 pm

Coffee, Cake and organ recital
Wedding

REGISTERS FOR MARCH 2022
Funerals: We commend to God’s Keeping
7th March
Jessie Battle
th
7 March
Stephen Howard Kell
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Rotas for April
Reader and Readings

3rd

10th

14th

17th

24th

1st May

1st Reading
1st Reader
2nd Reading
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT/ PASSION SUNDAY
Isaiah
Victoria
Philippians
9 am
43: 16-21
Worthington 3: 4b-14
10.15am Trevor Harwood
PALM SUNDAY
Isaiah
John
Philippians
10 am
50: 4-9a
Worthington 2: 5-11
MAUNDY THURSDAY
Exodus
Helen
1 Corinthians
7.30pm
12: 1-14
Williams
11: 23-26
EASTER DAY
Acts
1 Corinthians
10 am
Jo Astle
10: 34-43
15: 19-26
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
Exodus
Geoff
Acts
10 am
14: 10-end
Armstrong
5: 27-32
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
Zephaniah
John
Acts
9 am
3: 14-end
Worthington 9: 1-20
10.15am Kate Drewett

2nd Reader

Gospel

Victoria
John
Worthington 12: 1-8

John
Luke 22: 14 Worthington 23: end
Helen
Williams

John 13: 1-17,
31b-35

Jo Astle

Luke
24: 1-12

Geoff
Armstrong

John
20: 19-end

John
John
Worthington 21: 1-19

Sidespersons’ Rota
3rd

9.00 Holy Communion (said) –
10:15 Family Praise

Jan Fisk
Tony Masters, Christine Masters

10th

10.00 Sung Eucharist

Trevor Harwood, Juliet Mills, Nick Drewett

11th

19:30 Meditation

Kate Drewett

12th

19:30 Meditation

Nick Drewett

13th

19:30 Meditation

Kate Drewett

14th

19:30 Mundy Thursday Liturgy

Nick Drewett, James Forester

14:00 Good Friday Last Hour
Kate Drewett, Nick Drewett
Meditation
16th
16:00 Holy Saturday Meditation
Nick Drewett
th
17
9.00 BCP Communion Service –
Nick Drewett
10.00 Sung Eucharist
Trevor Harwood, James Forester, Nick Drewett
th
24
10:00 Sung Eucharist
Tony Masters, Christine Masters
9.00 Holy Communion (said) –
Jan Fisk
1st May
10:15 Family Praise
James Forester, Juliet Mills
PLEASE GET IN CONTACT WITH NICK IF YOU CANNOT MAKE ANY OF THESE DATES
15th

15

Coffee Rota
rd

3
10th
17th
24th
1st
May

Liz and Chris
Rosemary and Josie
James and Elizabeth
Johanna and Martin
Christine and Tony

Flower Rota

Intercessions Rota

No flowers during Lent
No flowers during Lent
Easter flowers
Joan Dyke
Ann Bennett

3rd
10th

Jo
Sandra

14th

Mark / Sonia

17th
24th
1st May

Niccy
Jo
Nic
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Palm Sunday

Maundy Thursday

Crossword
Across
1 ‘The baby in my — leaped
for joy’ (Luke 1:44) (4)
3 A ‘don’t know’ in matters of
faith (8)
9 In the distant past (Jeremiah
2:20) (4,3)
10 Armada (1 Kings 10:22) (5)
11 Where Moses was
confronted with the burning
bush (Exodus 3:1) (5)
12 Hair colour indicative of skin
infection (Leviticus 13:30) (6)
14 ‘The worries of this life and
the — of wealth choke it,
making it unfruitful’ (Matthew
13:22) (13)
17 Expel (2 Kings 13:23) (6)
19 What Jesus wrapped round
his waist when he washed his
disciples’ feet (John 13:4) (5)
22 The sixth plague to afflict
the Egyptians (Exodus 9:9) (5)
23 For nine (anag.) (7)
24 Where there is no time (Psalm 93:2) (8)
25 Goliath’s challenge to the Israelite army in the Valley of Elah: ‘This day I — the ranks of Israel!’ (1
Samuel 17:10) (4)
Down
1 ‘I will become angry with them and forsake them; I — — my face from them’ (Deuteronomy 31:17) (4,4)
2 Usual description of prophets such as Amos, Hosea, Micah, and so on (5)
4 ‘They cannot see the light of the gospel of the — — — , who is the image of God’ (2 Corinthians 4:4)
(5,2,6)
5 An animal’s internal edible parts (Leviticus 4:11) (5)
6 Popular 20th-century religious novel by Lloyd C. Douglas, which became a 1953 film starring Richard
Burton (3,4)
7 ‘A — on a hill cannot be hidden’ (Matthew 5:14) (4)
8 One of the exiles, a descendant of Bebai, who married a foreign woman (Ezra 10:28) (6)
13 Old Testament hymn-singing (8)
15 ‘And O what transport of delight from thy pure — floweth’ (7)
16 Of felt (anag.) (3,3)
18 ‘So — the — sets you free, you will be free indeed’ (John 8:36) (2,3)
20 Comes between ‘bad’ and ‘worst’ (John 5:14) (5)
21 ‘Neither height nor depth... will be — to separate us from the love of God’ (Romans 8:39) (4)
17

God in the Arts
The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with a famous masterpiece
by Giotto. (Front cover. Reprinted by kind permission of the Arena Chapel, Padua)

‘In a grove lit only by a kiss’
Holy Week, as its name tells us, is the most important, holiest week in the Church’s year,
when we follow Jesus from His triumphant entry into Jerusalem, to the Upper Room, to
Calvary and to the garden of the tomb. As we make that journey each year, we are not just
remembering past events. We are celebrating how eternity touched Jerusalem in that first
Holy Week and how eternity can touch our lives now.
To create that impact and that realisation, the week is brim-full of colour and variety in its
worship, full of action and movement, full of processions and music. But we might think it is
a week with very little silence.
Yet the silences are there if we look at the Gospels closely. We enter an upper room and
catch our breath when Jesus announces a betrayer. Peter denies our Lord, a cock crows,
and a bleak stillness falls on that scene. In the palace Jesus stands accused, no words are
spoken, and the governor wonders in the silence. And there is silence by the cross until the
ninth hour. The silence does fall during Holy Week, punctuating the crises of these tense
days. It is conveyed with dramatic force in this Gethsemane scene: Peter Firth’s poem
describes it as ‘a grove lit only by a kiss.’ The painting is by Giotto, ‘The Kiss of Judas,’ and is
part of an amazing series of frescoes he painted for the Arena Chapel in Padua from 130506.
At first glance it is a scene of frenzied activity: burning torches wave in the sky, weapons are
wielded, and a ram’s horn blown. The cohort of soldiers advance on Jesus, and Peter tries
to defend Him by cutting off a soldier’s ear in his anger. One of the religious leaders points
to Jesus in the centre of the painting.
And it is there that the tragic stillness falls as our eyes focus on the eyes of Jesus: that
steady, discomforting gaze into the eyes of Judas the betrayer. Judas’ cloak seems to engulf
Jesus, but it cannot blot out the look of our Lord.
The face of Judas is troubled, and the look of Jesus seems to burrow deep into that anxiety,
beneath the surface into his heart.
In Holy Week they are eyes that look out to us. The face of Jesus is turned in our direction,
saying, ‘Yes, you may follow Me in the heady excitement of Palm Sunday. But will you also
follow Me into this garden, on the way of My cross to the foot of Calvary, and beyond to
the empty tomb of Easter morning?’
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Book Reviews
The Print of the Nails – the Church Times Holy Week and Easter
Collection
By Hugh Hillyard-Parker, Paula Gooder, and Samuel Wells,
Canterbury Press, £16.99
Here is a wealth of seasonal reading and resources for worship
during the build-up to Easter.
It includes: meditations on the Stations of the Cross; a short story set
in Gethsemane; a look at Pilate; the art of Good Friday; a look at
Judas; an argument for starting Easter celebrations in the dark; the
carols of Easter; the poetry of the cross; and on why the Resurrection is central to faith.
In life, Jesus had 'nowhere to lay His head' and in death He was laid in a borrowed tomb.
Mindful of this, all royalties from this book will go to the Church Homeless Trust.
On Earth as in Heaven – through the year with Tom Wright
By Tom Wright, SPCK, £19.99
Christians of all traditions have long regarded the writings of Tom
Wright as a rich source of guidance for living faithfully in today's world.
His bestselling books, including Simply Christian, Simply Jesus,
and Surprised by Hope, have encouraged millions worldwide.
Now, whether you are new to Wright’s books or already a fan, you can
enjoy their wisdom each day with this thoughtful selection of 365 daily
meditations that feature short passages from his classic works.
The devotions begin on Easter Day, the first day of new creation, and then follow the
seasons of the Christian year to end with a second Easter and the invitation to begin again.
Reflecting on the biblical themes of beauty, power, spirituality, justice, truth, freedom and
love, these daily meditations will invigorate and sustain you as you cultivate a Christ-like life
‘on earth as in heaven’.
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Prayers for Wild Animals – their Habitats and the Environment
By Deborah Lock, illustrated by Tina Macnaughton, Lion Candle
Books, £7.99
This is a prayer book of blessings to help children celebrate the
lives of wild animals and God’s love for them. The often-heartwarming prayers help express the joy children find in animals.
From butterflies to bears, Africa to Australia and forests to
oceans, the collection includes prayers for the conservation of
the animals’ habitats and the care and protection for the
environment.
Comfort in Uncertain Times
By Rachel Turner, BRF, £8.99
This book helps you to help your children learn to manage change.
Uncertainty and change can be hard, and even more so for a child.
Feelings of confusion, powerlessness and insecurity may be
overwhelming. Scripture is full of people just like our children, who
had to cope with uncertainty and transition. Yet they flourished as
they saw God’s hand and presence within it all.
Designed as a series of stories and discussions for families, this book lays a biblical
foundation for who God is in uncertain times and how to stay connected to Him.
Growing Young leaders: a practical guide to mentoring teens
By Ruth Hassall, BRF, £7.99
Here is some practical guidance for all those mentoring Christian 13to 18-year-olds, with a view to nurturing them towards leadership
roles.
Linked to CPAS Growing Leaders–Youth Edition course, it defines
mentoring, analyses the necessary skills and attributes of a mentor
today, encourages good practice, considers safeguarding and, above
all, considers how to help young people identify their gifts and grow
as Christian disciples.

20

Good Friday
Walk of Witness
Good Friday
Walk of Witness

Walk with the Cross. Starting at21St Guthlacs Church at 10:00am and
concluding at the Methodist Church for 11:15am

Walk with the cross,starting at

High days and Holy days in April.
2nd April:

Hugh of Grenoble, fighting corruption and building hospitals

Murky crimes committed by various church leaders, local shops in trouble, roads needing
repair, and hospitals in a sorry state…. wanting to retire, but the law said no… it seems that
Hugh of Grenoble was dealing with 21st century problems in the 11th century.
Born at Chateauneuf in 1052 as the son of a knight, Hugh attended the cathedral school of
Valence and became a canon. He was talented and learned, good looking – and yet
bashful. Sounds a bit like a shy public-school boy. Certainly, Hugh’s parents’ contacts and
his privileged schooling earned him a good job early on – as secretary to the Bishop of Die,
who was also a papal legate. In 1080 Hugh was taken along to the Synod of Avignon,
where the deplorable state of the diocese of Grenoble was reviewed. It was afflicted with
widespread simony and usury, and clerical promiscuity was rampant.
Hugh was outraged at what he heard – and was soon in a position to do something about
it. He was made Bishop of Grenoble by Pope Gregory VII and went on to fight the excesses
and sins of the clergy with notable success. He became virtual co-founder of the Carthusian
order. The common people soon came to love him, for as well as reforming their churches
and restoring their cathedral, he built a bridge, a marketplace and three hospitals for them.
In later years Hugh wanted to retire, but like many people today, was not able to do so: in
his case the Pope would not let him. During the last few weeks of his life Hugh went back
to basics: he seemed to forget everything but the Lord’s Prayer and the Psalms. He was
greatly loved, and so canonised only two years after his death in 1134.
5th April:

Vincent Ferrer, Dominican who opposed a Pope

Leaving England to live in Spain was popular long before the TV show ‘Location Location
Location’ was ever invented. Back in 1350 Vincent Ferrer’s parents had left England to
settle in Valencia, where their son Vincent was born and grew up. In 1367, when he was 17,
Vincent felt called by God to become a monk, and joined the Dominican order. The reason
for his ‘call’ was soon clear: Vincent had outstanding gifts as both a philosopher and as a
preacher.
What is preaching? If you think of it as a way of bringing the reality of God and the love of
Jesus Christ to people, then that is a good summary of what Vincent did for all who heard
him. In the great tradition of John the Baptist, he called them to come to God by way of
repentance for their sins. In the tradition of St Peter, the apostle to the Jews, Vincent was
also heard by many Jews in Valencia. A great number of these listened to his preaching and
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came to believe that Jesus was indeed their promised Messiah. (One of these Jewish
converts went on to become bishop of Cartagena.)
Vincent’s preaching met with extraordinary success in France, Spain and Italy. He seems to
have been an evangelist at heart, for his topics were sin, the Last Judgement, and Eternity.
In Spain such large numbers of both Gentiles and Jews wanted to hear him that no church
was big enough to contain the crowds: and so Vincent preached in the open air.
When in 1414 the Council of Constance attempted to end the Great Schism (there were
two Popes fighting for the same job), Vincent persuaded Ferdinand, King of Aragon, to
withdraw his allegiance to the doubtful contender, Pope Benedict. The end result was that
Benedict’s credibility collapsed, and the schism was ultimately healed. Vincent went back to
preaching and spent his last three years in Normandy and Brittany, where he died at
Vannes in 1419, worn out by all his labours
17th April:

Easter morning, the ‘Other’ Mary

As the traditional Easter story is rehearsed again this month, you may notice that there is
one name that frequently occurs. It is that of the ‘other’ Mary – not the mother of Jesus,
but Mary Magdalene, who stood by her at the cross and became the first person to actually
meet the risen Christ.
That’s quite a record for a woman who, the Gospels tell us, had been delivered by Jesus
from ‘seven devils’ – New Testament language for some dark and horrible affliction of
body, mind or spirit. As a result, her devotion to Him was total and her grief at His death
overwhelming.
In church history Mary Magdalene became the ‘fallen woman’ a harlot who was rescued
and forgiven by Jesus but there is no evidence to prove she was a ‘fallen woman’ but the
contrast is sublime, Mary the virgin mother, the symbol of purity. Mary Magdalene, the
scarlet woman who was saved and forgiven, the symbol of redemption. Surely, we all fall
somewhere between those two extremes.
The dark cloud from which she was delivered may have been sexual, we are not told. What
we do know is that the two Marys stood together at the cross, the Blessed Virgin and the
woman rescued from who knows what darkness and despair.
The second great moment for her was as unexpected as it was momentous. She had gone
with other women to the tomb of Jesus and found it empty. An angelic figure told them
that Jesus was not there, He had risen – and the others drifted off. But Mary stayed,
reluctant to leave it like that. She became aware of a man nearby, whom she took to be the
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gardener. She explained to him that the body of ‘her Lord’ had been taken away and she
didn’t know where to find Him.
The man simply said her name ‘Mary’ and she instantly realised it was Jesus. She made to
hug Him, but He told her not to touch Him because His resurrection was not yet complete.
She was, however, to go to the disciples and tell them she had met Him. She did – but they
wouldn’t believe her.
Her words – ‘I have seen the Lord’ – echo down the centuries, the very beating heart of the
Christian gospel.
19th April:

Alphege, the archbishop taken captive by Danes

Alphege is the saint for anyone who refuses to let others suffer on their behalf.
His is a tale of courage and self-sacrifice, with some details that are still poignant, even
down 1,000 years of history.
Alphege began like many other leading churchmen of his time; born of a noble family, with
a good education, he decided to become a monk. Alphege joined the Benedictine Abbey at
Deerhurst in Gloucestershire, and then became a hermit at Bath, before becoming Abbot of
Bath. From there, he was appointed to be Bishop of Winchester, where he was loved for his
frugal lifestyle and great generosity towards others.
In 954 King Ethelred the Unready sent Alphege as a peace envoy to the Danes, seeking
some relief from the constant Viking raids against England. Alphege secured a time of
peace, and in 1006 was made the 29th Archbishop of Canterbury.
But the Viking raids increased again, until the south of England was largely overrun. In 1012
they surrounded Canterbury, and with the help of a treacherous archdeacon, Elfmaer,
captured and imprisoned Alphege. A vast sum was demanded by his captors, so much that
it would have ruined the people of Canterbury. And so Alphege refused to be ransomed.
This infuriated the Danes, who wanted the gold of Canterbury, not the Archbishop. After
seven months of ill-treating him, one night they got very drunk and began pelting him with
ox-bones from their feast, until in a frenzy they hacked him to death with an axe.
Alphege was mourned as a national hero and venerated as a martyr: he had given his life in
order to protect his people from harm.
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26th April:

St George of the Golden Legend

The Saint of an English Army before he was Patron Saint of England, St George may have
been a soldier, but he was no Englishman. Some stories say that he was an officer in the
Roman army under Diocletian, who refused to abandon his faith during the Terror, and was
martyred at Lydda in Palestine about the year 300 AD – supposedly 23rd April. Over the
years St George became the example of a Christian fighting-man, a powerful helper against
evil powers affecting individual lives. He was the soldier-hero of the Middle Ages, of whom
remarkable deeds were reported.
In the Golden Legend of the 13th century, Jacobus de Voragine gave St George a handsome
write-up. The story runs thus:
One day, St George rode up to the heathen city of Sylene in Lybya where he found the
citizens in great distress. A neighbouring dragon had forced them to surrender two sheep
each day for its dinner, and when the sheep gave out, two of their children; and now they
were about to sacrifice the King’s daughter, dressed as if for her wedding. St George
encountered the little party by a stagnant lake, where the dragon lived, and persuaded the
sobbing Princess to tell him why she was so miserable. At that moment the dragon
appeared, looking inexpressibly revolting. St George charged forwards and drove his spear
into the dragon’s gaping mouth. To everyone’s amazement, he tumbled the monster over
and over.
Then St George borrowed the Princess’s girdle, tied it round the dragon’s neck, and
persuaded her to lead it back to Sylene herself. The sight of her approaching with the
befuddled dragon on its makeshift lead emptied the town. When the inhabitants timidly
crept back, St George promised to behead the dragon if they would all believe in Jesus
Christ and be baptised.
It was a most effective form of evangelism, for everybody said ‘yes’ at once. So, 15,000
people were baptised, and four carts were commissioned to remove the dragon’s body.
St George thus became a symbol of the war against evil, and he is usually portrayed
trampling the dragon of sin under his horse’s hoofs. The Crusaders had a vision of him
helping them against the Saracens at Antioch, during the first Crusade, and so brought the
story of St George back with them from Palestine. Presently England put herself under the
protection of the Saint. His day was declared a holiday in 1222. A red cross on a white field
is the flag of St George.
Crossword answers
ACROSS: 1, Womb. 3, Agnostic. 9, Long ago. 10,
DOWN: 1, Will hide. 2, Minor. 4, Glory of Christ.
Fleet. 11, Horeb. 12, Yellow. 14, Deceitfulness.
5, Offal. 6, The Robe. 7, City. 8, Zabbai. 13,
17, Banish. 19, Towel. 22, Boils. 23, Inferno. 24, 25 Psalmody. 15, Chalice. 16, Let off. 18, If son. 20,
Eternity. 25, Defy.
Worse. 21, Able.
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P
Prayer for the Month
Prayer for the Beginning of the Day
Lord, grant, that I may meet this day and all that it shall bring, with
spiritual peace.
Grant that I may submit myself completely to Your holy will. In every
hour of the day; be my support and my guide.
Whatever news I may receive today, teach me to accept it with a
peaceful soul and with the firm conviction that Your will governs all
things.
In all my deeds and words, guide my thoughts and feelings.
In unforeseen events, let me not forget that all are sent by You.
Teach me to act firmly and wisely, without embittering and
embarrassing others.
O Lord, give me the strength to bear the fatigue of the coming day
with all that it shall bring.
Direct my will. Teach me to pray, to believe, to hope, to endure all
things, to forgive and to love.
Amen.
Taken from the website of the Ukrainian Catholic Parish of the Dormition of the Blessed
Mother of God, a church community of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Saskatoon, in
the Province of Saskatchewan, Canada.
This is a lovely prayer. The opening line contains a prayer for ‘spiritual peace’. The rest of
the prayer considers various times when that peace might be threatened - receiving
news, in my thoughts and feelings, in unforeseen events, when fatigued… In all
circumstances, we are encouraged to look to God for help, rather than struggle with our
own resources.
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