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Letter
from the Vicarage
Dear friends in Christ,
As I write this, there is a strange sense of unreality in my mind. I look around at familiar
faces, some of them now tinged with anxiety, and wonder at this
continuing journey which sees our paths separate. There is so much
to look back on that is good, and not a few struggles we have been
through together, and a large part of me says, “Why does it all have
to change? Can we not just carry on as before?” It has been a real
privilege to see the Priory church continue to unfurl new petals of
hope and be part of the spiritual wellbeing of the faith community
as well as being able to play a part in the local community. Charles
and I will miss you all.
Yet there is a sense of appropriateness about moving on at Easter. I am writing this just
before Holy Week, and thinking of those first disciples, who knew nothing of Holy Week,
but who entered Jerusalem with great joy and expectation, following their King. There
were inklings of change, of matters they did not really understand being about to unfold,
and the Last Supper was an occasion charged with meaning which not all could grasp.
Judas, whose hopes must have been really high at the beginning of the week, went out into
the dark. It really was night for him. Yet on the other side of the events that were to
happen the remaining disciples were to be filled with sheer joy: hope beyond hope,
revelation, a totally new way of understanding their faith and making sense of events. They
became an Easter people: Alleluia!
Well, I am no Jesus, and I certainly don’t expect to get crucified, whatever else happens
down south: but I do want to encourage you to see this new phase of parish life as the
dawning of a new age, where vocations are stirred as everyone plays their part in the
interregnum and then the welcome of a new vicar. The “proper” vicarage will come back
into use: and your new priest can expect to find a congregation who accept change,
welcome new insights and continue to exercise their own ministry under the new vicar’s
guidance. God will already have chosen that person!
But for all this to happen, one thing is necessary: to let go of fear and trust that God really
is in charge. Anxiety is, after all, just a lack of faith, disguising itself as the need to be
efficient and in charge. Hold on to fear and it all stays at Good Friday. Put God in charge
and everything is possible. We too are an Easter people, and so I say again, Alleluia!
Bless you all.
Revd Sue
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In this Month’s Priory News …

Dear All,
As I have often said before, Spring is my
favourite time of year and in spite of some
seriously inclement weather recently, the
wonderful creation around us is once more
springing back to life. In our garden we are
seeing most of the additional daffodils which
we planted last year proudly standing in spite
of some windy days and I even found myself
outside in just my shirt sleeves the other day!
This year, however, Easter time is tinged with
sadness as we read Sue’s last letter in this
month’s magazine before she and Charles
leave us in mid-April. We wish them both a
very happy future in the Isle of Wight and add
our thanks for all they have done in our parish
during their time here.

John
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Delicious and healthy after all the Easter
Our thanks to John Marsh for the lovely photograph on the
chocolate: Margaret’s Salmon Fishcakes
front cover.
should make your mouth water.
Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them coming.
Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be accompanied by
authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We will not publish the
names of children pictured unless specifically requested to do so by their
parents or guardians.
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860

priorynews@dsj.org.uk

Reports,
Please let us
News
have your
&contributions
Dates For
for the
Your
May issue
Diary
of Priory News BEFORE the
deadline of Monday, 23rd April. Thank you.
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Reports, News & Dates For Your Diary
 News From The Tower
We are sorry to hear that Rev Sue is leaving us soon after Easter. We
wish her and her family well in her new parishes of Whippingham with
East Cowes on the Isle of Wight.
Mike

 Music for a While
I am pleased to say that we have now rearranged the date of Philip Spratley's "Meet the
Composer" which had to be postponed because of the snow in February. The new date is
fixed for Tuesday, 17th April starting at 2.30 pm. As usual, please let us know a day or two
before if you would like to join us.
John

 Mission Matters
We managed five out of the six 'Soup and Sandwich' sessions during Lent this year, having
been snowed off for one week. However, we are very grateful to all our customers, old and
new. This year we broke previous records and made £ 450. On the last Thursday, we
decided to donate all the proceeds from the lunch to Water Aid , and we are able to send £
138 to this very worthy appeal. Thank you everyone for your support. We look forward to
seeing you again next Lent!

Quiz Night May 12th
Please make a note of this date. Mission Matters will be hosting a Quiz Night in the hall to
raise money for the on going repairs. Judy Stevens has very kindly 'volunteered' to act as
Quiz Master once again. A fish and chip supper will be provided and I am sure the quiz will
prove to be as enjoyable as the previous one we ran. Please get your teams organised and
book your table by contacting Jan Fisk, either at church or by 'phone (01778 345537)
Looking forward to seeing you there.
Victoria
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 Priory Church Ladies’ Fellowship - Erratum
We wish to apologise for the error in last month’s Priory News – the Church Ladies’
Fellowship meets twice a month as correctly stated, but of course it meets on the first and
third Thursdays, rather than the second and third as incorrectly stated.
John

 Grateful Acknowledgement
Janet and Terry Lill would like to thank Priory Church members for their messages of
condolence following the death of Evelyn Newstead. We would also like to thank you for all
the acts of kindness given to Eve during her worshipping at church. We are so grateful to
Reverend Sue for all the care and support given to Eve and for such a comforting funeral
service.

 Music at The Priory
The second concert in this year’s series will be held on Saturday, 21st April beginning at
7.30 pm. It will be given by ‘Pennyless’, the well known local folk group, and the
programme will be suited to all ages and tastes. The group has a strong local following so
you are advised to book your tickets early to be on the safe side. Telephone 01778 343860
to book.
John

An Evening with Pennyless
at the Priory church, Deeping St James
Saturday 21st April, starts 7.30pm
Tickets £10 (under 12s £5 ) includes light refreshments
Priory box office Victoria Worthington 01778 343860
A whirling dervish of traditional and exciting original music served up on
Fiddle, Flute, Bouzouki, Mandolin, Guitar, and Melodica and voices.
Rhythmic, melodic and fun!
“Delightfully intricate arrangements that ebb and flow beautifully,
…haunting brilliance” Shindig Magazine
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 Bake-Off Congratulations
We have two people to thank for the brilliant idea that we should have a Priory Bake-Off
competition: Erin Fisk and Jeremy Jepson, who both independently came up with the idea.
What neither of them knew was that the crazy vicar would seize on the idea as a useful way
to mark Lent, having decided to give up dieting for the season. And so it was that Rev Sonia
and Rev Sue sat down to look at the readings for Lent and see whether it was even
remotely possible to preach on such diverse subjects as temptation (apple tart), seeds
(chocolate and cardamom sponge), food for a journey (Easter biscuits), Mothering Sunday
(simnel cake), Passiontide (hot cross buns) and Palm Sunday (Easter men). Did we succeed?
Well, that’s for you to judge. But we thought there ought to be some theological content, at
least.
And we have thoroughly enjoyed sampling the results of the baking and voting on the best
offering each week! Nobody actually got voted off, as unlike on television we don’t really
believe in rubbishing people’s hard work, so it was more of a Bake-ON than a Bake-OFF, and
the social life of the church was enriched by the whole thing. Over six weeks we had five
different winners, thus proving that Priory does hospitality remarkably well. And it was a
great use of our newly cleared south aisle, too, as people mingled for coffee and
competition sampling.
Many thanks to all who took part: we hope you agree it was worth burning all that midnight
oil to get the food ready for a morning service. The only question is, what will Lent look like
next year??
Rev Sue

 Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM)
The APCM is on 25th April, and it is really important that people attend as we enter the
interregnum. Plus serious thought needs to be given about membership of the electoral
roll (are you on it? Have you found an application form at the back of church? You need to
be on the roll to vote in the various elections).
There needs to be a new PCC, so if you have skills to offer, or a part of the congregation to
represent, now is the time to step forward. Anyway, if you are on the PCC you will also be
directly involved in helping the appointment process for a new vicar and you will get to be
in on all the plans for the restoration of the vicarage. Exciting times!
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We will also need to elect two church wardens, so instead of just assuming that current
wardens will necessarily want to carry on, please pray as to whether God is calling you to
this sort of discipleship.
Have a word with Rev Sonia, existing wardens or PCC members if you think you can help.
Rev Sue
(Note from the editors: we apologise for any confusion caused by the incorrect date for the
APCM which appeared in last month’s Priory News. Church organisations are reminded that
reports for inclusion in the overall printed report to be available at the meeting should be
given (preferably electronically) to John by Sunday, 15th April. Thank you.)

 The Great Priory Bake-Off
Coffee after the 10 o’clock service in Lent
suddenly took on a new lease of life. The
congregation moved en masse after the
service to the coffee table to sample the
delights of the first Priroy Bake-Off.
Scepticism about the proposed bake-off
during Lent changed to wonderment at the
interest shown and the number of
participants. We were treated to Easter
biscuits, simnel cake and hot cross buns
amongst other things and there was no
guarantee as to who the winner would be.
You did not need to be a master baker so long
as your piece of paper had more stickers than
anyone else’s, you were the winner.

Some happy ‘tasters’

It was a very popular event at the Priory and I am sure there would be many votes for a
repeat performance.
Victoria

 Rose and Sweet Pea Show
June 30th from 1.00 - 4.30pm in the Priory Church, Hall and Gardens.
Planning is well under way for this year’s show which will follow the usual format of the
horticultural show with a range of classes, including those for children; and the garden fete
with arena entertainments from local groups, stalls, games and refreshments.
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We have come up with a few new ways to draw in
the crowds and spend some money but if anyone
else has any more ideas please let a member of the
PCC know.
Posters, flyers and raffle tickets will soon be available
and any offers of help to distribute and sell these
would be welcome.
It would be great if
we could all come
together to make this major fund raiser in the churches
calendar a huge success, promoting our church and
reaching out to the wider community in love and service.
The weather on the day though is up to the Almighty!
Kate

This is the twenty fourth article by Rev Sue! (She
actually had one month's break when Charles
told us something about the organ for the letter
"O"). We shall reach the end of the alphabet in
next month's Priory News. A heartfelt 'thankyou'
to Sue for a fascinating and informative series.

Y is for….Yahweh
The first time we hear the word Yahweh is in Moses’ famous encounter with the burning
bush, when God addresses him and calls him to go and rescue the Israelites out of Egypt.
Moses’ realisation that the name was holy led to the Hebrew belief that it should never be
uttered or written down in full. Thus it became the custom to write it as a tetragrammaton
(four letters): ( הוהYod Heh Vav Heh), which was transliterated into Roman script as Y H W
H. This resulted in the original pronunciation becoming lost, as there are no vowels.
God’s name is almost always translated LORD in the English Bible. But the Hebrew would be
pronounced something like “Yahweh,” and is built on the word for “I am.” So every time we
hear the word Yahweh, or every time you see LORD in the English Bible, you should think:
this is a proper name (like Peter or John) built out of the word for “I am” and reminding us
each time that God absolutely is, with neither beginning nor end. It also helps to explain the
strange and apparently ungrammatical statement of Jesus to the Jews: “Before Abraham
was born, I am”. (John 8 : 58)
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This helps us to understand why Jesus caused so much offence whenever he said things like
“I am the Bread of Life…I am the Good Shepherd…I am the living water…”. His hearers
would have understood that he was making a direct connection between himself and God.
Each of the “I am” sayings occur only in John’s gospel:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

"I am the bread of life." (John 6 : 35, 41, 48-51)
"I am the light of the world." (John 8 : 12, 9:5)
"I am the door of the sheepfold." (John 10 : 7, 9)
"I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd gives his life for the sheep." (John 10 : 11, 14)
"I am the resurrection, and the life." (John 11 : 25)
"I am the way, the truth, and the life." (John 14 : 6)
"I am the true vine." (John 15 : 1, 5)

These sayings reveal to us a little bit more of who Jesus is, and therefore of how we might
relate to God, since Jesus is the perfect reflection of God in human form. No wonder the
soldiers fell back in the garden of Gethsemane when Jesus said, “I am he (whom you seek)”.
They were about to arrest God!
Each of these sayings can be used as a prayer of contemplation and a focus. To use them in
this way, first relax and either focus on a symbol (a candle, cross or similar object of
devotion) or simply close your eyes. Pay attention to your breathing, so that it is regular
and measured. As you breathe in, breathe in the word “Yahweh”, and as you exhale
breathe out the remainder of the phrase, so that you keep repeating the aspect of God that
you want to dwell on:
Yahweh…(breathe in) Bread of life…(breathe out)… Yahweh…(breathe in) Bread of
life…(breathe out)…
Relaxing our way into deeper prayer before we begin to address any other concerns or
thanksgivings is a good way of centring ourselves. What happens next is up to you – and
God!
Rev Sue

 Samaritan’s Purse – a “Thankyou”
You will remember that towards the end of last year the Wednesday House Group put out
their usual request for shoe boxes in aid of Operation Christmas Child. As a result of your
response Doris Warner has received a letter of thanks from which we quote, “a UK visitor to
Liberia said, ‘there is no doubt that those boxes are an incredible blessing and an
indiscriminate sign of love to those children – whatever faith they do or do not have. They
were overjoyed’”.
Sadly we do not have room to publish the complete letter in this month’s magazine but we
shall try to include it next month.
John
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR APRIL 2018
1st

SUNDAY

EASTER DAY
9:00 am
10:00 am
6:00 pm

Children’s Church and Easter breakfast
Lighting of Easter Fire and Family Eucharist
Festal Choral Evensong

3rd

Tuesday

2:00 pm

Holy Communion at Braeburn Lodge

4th

Wednesday

7:30 pm

House Group at 45 Crowson Way

5th

Thursday

2:00-4:00 pm Church Ladies Fellowship: Afternoon Tea with Carole Mills

6th

Friday

7:30 pm

8th

SUNDAY

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER (Low Sunday)
9:50 am
Junior Church
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist with prayers for healing
11:15 am
Baptism of Mason James Wood
3:00 pm
Baptism of Rosie Penver

9th

MONDAY

THE ANNUNCIATION OF OUR LORD TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
(transferred from 25th March)

10th

Tuesday

William Law, Priest, Spiritual Writer, 1761
9:00 am
Deanery Clergy Chapter at Deeping St Nicholas

11th

Wednesday

9:30 am
7:30 pm

Holy Chaos Toddler Service
House Group at 45 Crowson Way

12th

Thursday

9:30 am
10:00 am

Holy Communion
Home Communions

13th

Friday

5:30 pm
6:45 pm
7:30 pm

Friday Knights
Choir practice
Ringers’ practice

15th

SUNDAY

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
10:00 am
Family Communion followed by
12:00 noon
Farewell Lunch for Charles and Sue Paterson
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Ringers’ practice

18th

Wednesday

9:30 am
7:30 pm

Holy Chaos Toddler Service
House Group at 45 Crowson Way

19th

Thursday

Alphege, Archbishop of Canterbury, Martyr, 1012
9:30am
Holy Communion
7:45 pm
Church Ladies' Fellowship: Annual Dinner

20th

Friday

5:30 pm
6:45 pm
7:30 pm

21st

Saturday

Anselm, Abbot of Le Bec, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1109
3:15-4:00 pm Visiting ringers
7:30 pm
Music at the Priory: An Evening with Pennyless

Friday Knights
Choir practice
Ringers’ practice

22nd SUNDAY

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
9:00 am
Allsorts Service
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist
11:15 am
Baptism of Rory Charles Laughton

23rd

Monday

GEORGE, MARTYR, PATRON SAINT OF ENGLAND, 304

25th

Wednesday

MARK THE EVANGELIST
9:30 am
Holy Chaos
7:30 pm
APCM

26th

Thursday

9:30 am

Holy Communion

27th

Friday

5:30 pm
6:45 pm
7:30 pm

Friday Knights
Choir practice
Ringers’ practice

29th

SUNDAY

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
10:00 am
Family Communion

May 2018
1st

Tuesday

PHILIP AND JAMES, APOSTLES
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(We are fortunate once again to have a few more of the Priory's secrets revealed to us by
Rev Sonia. Our thanks to you, Sonia.)

 Monuments in the Priory Church
In the vicar’s vestry and on the floor outside the door to the choir vestry are found
memorials of the Hogard family, prominent persons in Deeping St James in the latter half of
the eighteenth century.
Thomas Hogard senior ( died 31st May 1794 aged 77) was an important figure in the history
of the drainage of Deeping Fen. After the retirement of the Grundys ( John Senior followed
by his son John junior), Thomas Hogard senior in 1764 became surveyor of Deeping Fen at
the salary of £50 per annum. In 1767 he put forward a scheme for widening the River
Welland to improve drainage. He retired as surveyor in 1771 but attended meetings of the
Adventurers until 1781, having become a member of the Society of Civil Engineers in 1772.
He moved from Deeping St James to Spalding but was buried at Deeping St James in 1794.
Thomas’ son, Thomas junior ( died in 1782 aged 32) drew up plans for an outfall sluice for
Vernatt’s drain and attended the Adventurers meetings from 1777 to 1781and is credited
with repairing the Welland’s banks.
Thomas junior’s brother, John Deanes Hogard married Susanna (‘Sukey’) Cooper of
Burbage, Leicestershire, in 1791. In the report of the marriage he is described as being ‘of
Morton’ which is presumably where he lived with his first wife, Sarah. Susanna was the
great aunt of Rev’d William H. Cooper who did so much for the fabric of the Priory Church.
In 1794 following the Welland Outfall Act John was, along with other landowners and
rectors through whose land and parishes the Welland flowed,appointed as a Fen Drainage
Commissioner.
In 1796,with the growing threat of a Napoleonic invasion, John was also appointed as one
of the deputy lieutenants of the Lord Lieutenant of Lincolnshire, the Duke of Ancaster.
Cavalry troops and militia were raised from every hundred (county division), John becoming
a lieutenant of the Ness troop of cavalry. When he died in 1798 he was interred with full
military honours. His widow Susanna married in 1800 Samuel Greaves, a grazier (one who
let out pasture for grazing) of Deeping St James. Susanna appears on the deeds of 14
Church St first as S Hogard and then as S Greaves. She is the Susanna Greaves whose
memorial appears with those of the Cooper family at the west end of the church. It is
through her that the symbol of three hogs appears on the Cooper family crest. Samuel
Greaves monument is in Dt Mary and St Nicholas church at Spalding where he is buried
with his first wife. John Grundy senior is also buried at Spalding.
Rev Sonia
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Saint of the Month:
24th April - St. Mellitus (d.624 AD)
Mellitus (whose name means ‘honey tongued’) was in the second
wave of monks sent over to Britain by Pope Gregory the Great in
601 A.D. St Augustine ordained Mellitus as the first bishop of the
East Saxons in 604 and a church dedicated to St Paul ( the first St
Paul’s!) was built for his Cathedral in London.
Pope Gregory wrote to Mellitus advising him not to demolish
pagan places of worship, only to destroy the idols and cleanse the buildings with holy water
because the people were used to assembling there. He also told him to keep the same
festival days but substituting the celebration of a Christian saint instead of pagan gods.
Mellitus was initially successful, converting King Sabert of Essex. However when the king
died in 616 his sons had not embraced the Christian faith. Because Mellitus refused to give
them the Eucharist as they would not accept baptism they drove him out of their kingdom.
The archbishop advised Mellitus to withdraw to Gaul for a while and Mellitus was able to
return when the sons of Sabert died later that year. In 619 Mellitus was ordained as the
third Archbishop of Canterbury in succession to Laurence.
Bede tells us that Mellitus suffered from gout but otherwise he was very active, ruling the
church with much industry and was noble both in birth and mind. Mellitus stopped a fire at
Canterbury from spreading by praying where the flames were at their worst; the wind then
subsided and the city was saved. He died in 624 A.D. and was succeeded as Archbishop of
Canterbury by his fellow monk Justus, bishop of Rochester.
Revd Sonia

 Looking Forward and Growing
On behalf of the parish I would like to put on record our thanks to Sue for being our
incumbent for the last 3 years. Following on from Sonia's letter in last month's issue, I
would like to reiterate the gap Sue will leave in our parish and that she will be sadly missed
by many. Our loss will be East Cowes gain!
I would ask that everyone of us try to continue and grow the initiatives Sue has set up and
got underway. If we as a church are going to grow and make Christ's ministry relevant in
Deeping St. James, we must attempt to keep moving forward; for at the moment we are a
middle aged to old congregation with only a sprinkling of young families; we must make
these initiatives work and bring in more of the younger generation.
(Continued on page 18)
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Cooking with Margaret
Simple Salmon & Parsley Fish Cakes
Ingredients

Method

8 oz potatoes peeled and
quartered
8 oz salmon tail
1/2 tsp anchovy essence
1 heaped tbsp chopped parsley
salt and pepper
2 tbsp plain Flour seasoned
1 beaten egg
4 tbsp white breadcrumbs
Veg oil for frying .

boil and mash potatoes with a nut of butter and splash
of milk
poach the salmon in water for 5 minutes
drain and flake into potato adding anchovy essence
add chopped parsley and season
allow to cool
using your hands shape the mixture into cakes
dip into flour then beaten egg before coating with
bread crumbs
fry gently in shallow oil until golden brown
serve with a wedge of lemon and a scattering of parsley
Enjoy .

 Registers for February

Baptisms:
4th
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We welcome into the Lord’s Family:
Hattie Ann Fisher

Readings and Readers for April
1st Reading

1st Reader

2nd Reading

2nd Reader

Gospel

EASTER DAY
1st

10:00
am

Acts 10:
34-43

John
Worthington

John 20:
1-18

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER (Low Sunday)
8th

10:00
am

Acts 4:
32-35

Joy
Cunningham

1 John 1:
1-22

Liz
Bridgeman

John 20:
19-end

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
15th

10:00
am

Luke 24:
36b-48

TBA

Family Communion

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
22nd

10:00
am

Acts 4:
5-12

Jo
Astle

1 John 3:
16-end

Kate
Drewett

John 10:
11-18

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
29th

10:00
am

John 15:
1-8

TBA

Family Communion

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May
6th

9:00
am
10:00
am

Acts 10:
44-end
John 15:
9-17

Caroline
Herron
Vicki
Billyard

1 John 5:
1-6

Cled
Bennett

John 15:
9-17

First Sunday Praise

Servers
1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th
May 6th

9:00 am
Geoff

10:00 am
Chris & Simon
Simon & John
Nick & Paul
Chris & John
John & Simon
Paul

6:00 pm
Geoff
-
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Sidesmen
1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th
May 6th

D
E
F
A
B
C

Trevor Harwood and Kim Hallam
Juliet Mills and Margaret Flegg
Val Wilde, Doris Bellairs and Christine Masters
Jane Thompson and Adrian Hallam
Ann Meekings and Liz Bridgeman
Tim Hitchborn and Cled Bennett

Intercessions
9:00 am
Rev Sonia

1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th
May 6th

10:00 am
Nick Drewett
Bet Washbrooke
Niccy Fisher
Jo Astle
TBA

Bread and Wine
1st
Dick & Anthea Wray
8th
John & Victoria Worthington
15th
Pat Feek & Christine Payne
22nd
Ann & Cled Bennett
29th
Caroline Herron & Linda Sellars
May 6th Simon Marshall & Niccy Fisher

Flowers
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Coffee
Margaret Flegg
Lin Witherington & Joan Dyke
John & Victoria Worthington
Jan & Tanwen Fisk
Tony & Christine Masters
Pat Feek & Christine Payne

Cleaning

Brasses

1st

Easter Flowers

2nd-15th

-

Josie Waghorn & Joy Cunningham

8th

Easter Flowers

-

-

-

15th

Ann Taylor

-

16th

Chris Payne & Pat Feek

22nd
29th
May 6th

Joan Dyke
Carole Mills
Ann Bennett

16th-29th30th-May 13th
-

-

Pat Feek & Christine Payne
Catherine Boswall
-

The Bishop of Lincoln has requested that we include the following letter in our parish magazines
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(“Looking Forward and Growing” . . . Continued from page 13)
If we stay as we are how long can The Priory Church carry on as a viable parish? Are we
having members dying off more quickly than we have new members joining us? We must
strive to keep alive the Family Worship, Family Communion, Holy Chaos, All Sorts Service,
Friday Nights and the Healing ministry on the second Sunday because these are the entry
points for new members to come and worship with us. Having the more traditional Sung
Eucharists on a by-weekly basis and monthly Evensongs maintains the foundation of our
present congregation and are much regarded by our older members. We need to work to
support all these services and make them relevant to growing our church.
The quality of our music has been well maintained under Charles’s leadership and with
Jeremy I feel this will still grow and be a foundation to all our worship. We are extremely
fortunate to have so many talented musicians who give of their time so willingly and
provide such a support to the less formal styles of worship.
Let us all move along the path to bring The Priory Church on to a firm and diverse
foundation looking forwards to the future.
Nick Drewett (Church Warden)
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Letter from the
Bishop of Lincoln
Dear Friends,
I have recently made my maiden speech in the House of Lords. You
will find a copy of the speech on the diocesan website, but I began by
thanking those who had made me welcome and referring to the
beauty that surrounds us in our diocese and also the rugged,
independent-mindedness of its people.
During the speech I also referred to my working-class roots and my
early life in the former steel town of Consett, in north-west Durham,
and the fact that I found faith and a vocation to the priesthood at the
age of 13. The call to this vocation was a surprise to me, and a surprise that has not entirely
left me; that God was calling someone like me to be a priest.
This vocation has taken me to south London, Hampshire and Portsmouth, and, for the past
six years, the Diocese of Lincoln, and my ministry in such settings informed the text for my
speech, which was part of a response to the economy in the light of the Chancellor of the
Exchequer’s Spring Statement.
As I stated, there was much to welcome in what was announced in the Spring Statement.
The light at the end of the tunnel, the modest improvement in economic forecasts and the
prospect of an increase in spending on and investment in public services will be good news
to the people of Lincolnshire, especially if what is devoted to Lincolnshire addresses the
challenge we face.
In our local context, we can see the challenges facing areas such as health and education
and, as a result of climate change, our environment. We face such challenges while seeking
to fulfil our duty to seek to create a fairer and more integrated society, where none feel
‘left behind’, and where every person is shown love and given the opportunity to flourish
and fulfil their calling.
As you read these words, we will have recently celebrated the joy of Easter. Lent, Holy
Week and Easter present us with the opportunity to reflect, listen, prepare and resolve to
act as we embrace the hope that is to be found in the message of resurrection. At this time
of a personal new beginning in the House of Lords, I resolve to offer a further public voice
for the people of our diocese, and, with you, to continue to try to transform lives across
greater Lincolnshire.
With every blessing for Easter,
+Bishop Christopher
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