From Revd Janet
Dear Friends,
I hope that the dust is beginning to settle after the announcement last Sunday that Alistair
and I are to be leaving in July, my last Sunday being July 7th. There was shock, sadness and
anger expressed, which is entirely understandable. It is only right and proper to tell all the
Parishes involved on the same day, so that the Priory Church, St Guthlac, Welford,
Sibbertoft and Marston Trussell were all told on the same day at the same time in the
Morning Service.
This has not been an easy decision for us both, and there has been much prayer and talking
it over at home. The interview for the new post was interesting because I had to preach for
no more than 10 minutes on 2 texts as if I was preaching at a mid-week Communion
Service. It’s a good job that I do preach frequently at the Thursday Service!
There will now begin what in secular terms is called “succession planning” to think about,
for the PCC and the congregation. With this in mind, the Archdeacon is booking a date to
meet with the PCC, and the Bishop of Grantham has booked the 4th August to come and
participate in the 10am Morning Service with you all. I am not involved with decisions
concerning what happens next, but I am able to set in place some continuity for now. I am
hoping that some people will join me at 4:45pm on Sunday afternoons to pray for the
Parish, as well as for Young People. I am also pleased to inform you all that Mark will be
able to continue in his ministry as Curate, continuing under the training supervision of Revd
Philip Brent at St Guthlac.
Thank you to everyone who gave so much in time, money and effort to make our Easter
Festival so lovely. We appreciate each others’ efforts at this time, from flower arranging to
floor sweeping; from singing to bell-ringing, from welcoming to tidying up afterwards:
many, many thanks to everyone.
We now look forward to the Confirmation Service on Thursday 9th May, which is Ascension
Day, in the evening, at St Guthlac. Both choirs will, I am sure, be preparing music for the
occasion, and our own Young People will be joining many others from around the Deanery
in the evening to take part in this celebration of commitment, prayer and praise.
Finally, I have been sewing a new picture of the Last Supper for the Corpus Christi Chapel. I
bought it in a sale online, and when it arrived, I saw that it is at least half as big as the old
one. It also had no tapestry wool provided with the picture. Has anyone got left-over
skeins of tapestry wool I can use?
Many thanks, and best wishes to you all,

Reverend Janet
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In this Month’s Priory News …
Dear All,

I knew it! Last month I
should have avoided the
reference to Spring –
well, look at what happened! At least in the Deepings
we missed the worst of the snow, and now that the
clocks have gone forward maybe we can still hope for
some warmth and sunshine before the expected (?)
April showers.
This month we hear of some changes. Here at home,
just over a week ago (as I write this) Revd. Janet
announced that she is to leave us at the beginning of
July to take up a new post serving three churches just
the far side of Market Harborough. Her last service here
will be on 7th. July. Later in this issue you can read
about the appointment of the Revd Dr Justine Allain
Chapman as Archdeacon of Boston – a new post within
the Diocese.
We are a little short of articles this month so may we
encourage you to put pen to paper and send in some
items for inclusion next month?
Best wishes,
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John
There are some important dates for your diaries
Our thanks again to John Marsh for another
this month.
lovely Spring photograph on the cover.
Clergy Duty Days:
Revd Janet
Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, Sunday
Revd Sonia
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday. Sunday
Either can be available on a Friday

Thanks to those who have sent articles for Priory News. Please keep them
coming – all are very welcome. NB: pictures containing recognisable
children must be accompanied by authorisation to publish from their
parents or guardians. We will not publish the names of children pictured
unless specifically requested to do so by their parents or guardians.
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 01778-343860
priorynews@dsj.org.uk
Please let us have your contributions for the May edition of Priory News
BEFORE the deadline, Monday 22nd April. Thank you for your help.
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Dates for your Diary
 Model Railway Exhibition
The annual church Railway Show, in conjunction
with Market Deeping Model Railway Club will be
held on the weekend of 13th and 14th April in
the church and church hall. Please tell all your
friends. Volunteers are needed to act as
stewards. Please sign up on the form next to the
visitors book. Times are 10.00 am to 5.00 pm
Saturday and 11.00 am until 4.00 pm Sunday.
We will be very grateful for cakes for the
refreshment stall.
Philip Spratley

 Annual Parish Church Meeting
The meeting for the election of Churchwardens
will take place on Wednesday, 17th. April,
commencing at 7:30 pm. This will be followed by
the annual Parish Church Meeting at which the
accounts for the previous twelve months will be
presented and reports from the various
organisations will be given. Please note that all
those currently on the newly-revised Electoral
Roll are eligible to attend, vote and to stand for
election for the various offices of the church. The
agreement of anyone wishing to stand as
Churchwarden must be obtained before the meeting as must the names of the proposer
and seconder. Nominations for membership of other offices such as sidesmen, members of
the PCC etc. may be made at the meeting. Please see the church notice boards for further
information and your presence at the meeting would be appreciated.
Liz and John


Confirmation Service in May

For several weeks, Revd Janet has been running a Confirmation
class for some of the younger members of our congregation.
William, Helena, Neve and Emily will be confirmed by the Bishop
of Grantham at St. Guthlac’s at 7:00 pm on Ascension Day,
Thursday 9th. May. We hope that as many of our congregation as
possible will be present to welcome them into full membership of
our church.
John
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Church Groups
 Mission Matters
FLOWER & ART FESTIVAL – May 18th & 19th

- Please make a note of the dates of this special weekend -

An Open Art Exhibition is being held as part of this event. If anyone would like to exhibit
(up to 5 framed and ready to hang paintings - cost £1 per painting submitted and 15%
commission to go to Mission Funds on any sales) please contact Anne Smart on
smartlady02@aol.com for an application form. The exhibition will include paintings by
Karen Neale, an artist from Stamford whose work you can also see on the web.
Church organisations have been very generous in agreeing to donate flower displays based
on a favourite hymn so we should like as many people as possible to come and see the
results, and to support the ‘Freshe Ayre’ concert which will round off the weekend on
Sunday afternoon . Please encourage friends and relatives to come and enjoy the art,
flowers and music in our lovely church .
Victoria

 Social Committee
Lent Lunches
On Saturday 9th March it was the turn of the Priory Church to host the Churches together
Lent Lunch. Members of the Social Committee served over 70 Adults and children to the
lunch. There was a choice of Butternut- squash, Vegetable, Tomato and lentil, French onion,
or Broccoli and stilton soups, with bread butter and cheese and coffee to follow. The
attendance from members of the Priory Church was very disappointing with only 7
members of the congregation present; however a total of £ 164-60 was raised by donations
for the lunch.
 News from the Tower
We held our “Ten Pin Bowling” evening on 23 February when we had 17
ringers and friends taking part. A very good evening out was had by all.
I cannot let you know that Richard was the outright winner or we will
not get his head up the stairs.
Our next outing is a quarter peal day when at least four other churches
will be visited for the occasion.
The recent weather has reminded me of an old saying:“If in March you have a day of sun and heat,
it won’t be long before there is snow and sleet”.
How true this has been this year, but let us hope it soon gets better
Mike Gentle
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Other Matters
 Spring cleaning
Thank you to all those who signed up and did such a good job in Spring
Cleaning the church in readiness for Easter. The church looks so much
better for all your hard work
Liz and John

 A Plea
Fabric Committee
The Church fabric committee has seen reducing numbers over the recent years. However,
the building continues to need constant care and attention. Of the small committee, two
permanent members are the Church Wardens. The Wardens already have significant
Church duties which take up their time during the week as well as at weekends.
In order for the committee to function it is vital that we get some new members, people
who would like to help care for the fabric of this beautiful Church. Anyone from the Church
community can be a member and whether you have experience or not you would be
welcome to come and share in the upkeep of our place of worship, an ancient building and
a local landmark of centuries.
Don't wait until the Annual Parish Meeting to volunteer. Give me a call.
Martin Jones
01778 345261
 Gift Aid At Lincoln Cathedral
(We recently received a letter from the Visitor Services Team Leader at Lincoln Cathedral
from which we quote:)
“Lincoln Cathedral now offers a gift aid scheme. If you are a UK taxpayer and are able to gift
aid your entrance charge, as a thank you we will give you a free annual pass. This pass
enables free entry into the Cathedral for one whole year and includes ground, roof and
tower tours throughout the year, when the tours are available.
If you are not able to gift aid you can make your entrance charge a donation and still receive
a free annual pass.
For more details please contact our visitor services office by telephone: 01522 561600 or by
email: visitors@lincolncathedral.com
We thank you for your support and hope that you will be able to visit soon and make the
most of your wonderful Cathedral. “
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR APRIL 2013
1st

Monday

Monday of Easter Week

2nd

Tuesday

Tuesday of Easter Week

3rd

Wednesday

Wednesday of Easter Week

4th

Thursday

Thursday of Easter Week
(No Holy Communion Service today)
7:45 pm
Church Ladies’ Fellowship

5th

Friday

Practice Night:
(No choir practice)
7:30 pm
Ringers

6th

Saturday

Saturday of Easter Week

7th

SUNDAY

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
9:00 am
Holy Communion (said)
10:00 am
Family Service

8th

Monday

THE ANNUNCIATION OF OUR LORD TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

10th

Wednesday

William Law, Priest, Spiritual Writer, 1761

11th

Thursday

9:30 am
10:30 am

12th

Friday

Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

13th

Saturday

10:00 am -5:00 pm

14th

SUNDAY

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
(No 8 o’clock Communion Service today)
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist
11:00 am - 4:00 pm Model Railway Show

17th

Wednesday

7:30 pm

Meeting for the Election of Churchwardens
followed by the Annual Parish Church Meeting

18th

Thursday

9:30 am
7:45 pm

Holy Communion
Church Ladies’ Fellowship Annual Dinner
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Holy Communion
Home Communions

Model Railway Show

19th

Friday

Alphege, Archbishop of Canterbury, Martyr, 1012
Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

20th

Saturday

12:30 pm

21st

SUNDAY

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist
3:00 pm
Baptisms of Nancy Violet Walden
& Lila-Clover Jane Whitehead

23rd

Tuesday

GEORGE, MARTYR, PATRON OF ENGLAND, 304

25th

Thursday

MARK THE EVANGELIST
9:30 am
Holy Communion

26th

Friday

Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

28th

SUNDAY

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
8:00 am Holy Communion (said)
10:00 am
Sung Eucharist

29th

Monday

Catherine of Siena, Teacher, 1380

1st

Wednesday

PHILIP AND JAMES APOSTLES

2nd

Thursday

Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, Teacher, 373
9:30 am
Holy Communion
7:45 pm
Church Ladies’ Fellowship

3rd

Friday

Practice Night:
6:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Ringers

4th

Saturday

English Saints and Martyrs of the Reformation Era

5th

SUNDAY

THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
9:00 am Holy Communion (said)
10:00 am
Family Service & Baptism of Isla Grace Smith
6:00 pm
Choral Evensong

Wedding of William Bond & Nicola Lilley

MAY
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Cooking with Margaret:
Fish Cakes
Ingredients:

Method:

½ lb fresh fish, cod or
haddock

Cook then flake the fish,

¾ lb potatoes, peeled and
quartered
1oz butter

boil and drain potatoes then mash together with
the butter.
Mix the fish and potatoes, parsley and salt and
pepper to taste, binding if necessary with a little
milk or egg.

1-2 tbsp chopped parsley
salt and pepper
milk or beaten egg to bind

Form the mixture into a roll on a floured board,
cut into 8 pieces and shape into cakes.
Coat with egg and breadcrumbs and fry in hot
fat (deep or shallow) until crisp and golden.

1 egg, beaten to coat
Drain well on kitchen paper.
dry breadcrumbs
fat for frying
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You can use smoked haddock, canned tuna or
salmon instead of the white fish if preferred.

Appointment of the Archdeacon of Boston
(Archdeaconry scheme pending)
The Bishop of Lincoln is delighted to announce the appointment of the Revd Dr Justine
Allain Chapman as Archdeacon of Boston.
Justine comes to the Diocese of Lincoln from the South
East Institute for Theological Education where she is
Vice Principal and Director of Practical Theology.
Having been a Head of Religious Studies in a North
London Secondary School, Justine trained for ordination
at Lincoln Theological College and then ministered for
ten years in the Diocese of Southwark as a Curate and as
a Vicar.
Speaking of her appointment, Justine said: "I am
delighted to be taking up this new role as archdeacon
and with a focus on developing our Christian discipleship
across the whole diocese.
"Enabling deeper discipleship has been a passion of
mine as a parish priest and as a teacher preparing
people for ministry, ordained and lay, and so to come to
the Diocese of Lincoln in this new phase of its life is a challenging and exciting prospect."
Justine's own particular research has been in how people can be strengthened as human
beings and as Christians through the experience of adversity. She has written a book about
this called Resilient Pastors: the role of adversity in Healing and Growth which was
published last year.
Justine and her husband Thomas will be returning to an area they have lived in as students
and which their four children have often come to visit their grandparents. Justine enjoys
swimming, yoga and cooking for family and friends. A member of a book group, she
particularly enjoys reading detective fiction reportedly because - unlike life and ministry - all
the loose ends get tied up.
The Bishop of Lincoln, the Rt Revd Christopher Lowson, said: "I and my colleagues are
delighted to have been able to appoint someone of Justine's considerable talent,
experience and ability to this important new post, the work of which will touch the lives of
Christians across the Diocese of Lincoln."
Justine and her family will move to Welbourn over the summer, and she will be installed in
Lincoln Cathedral in September.
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Rotas for April
Servers
7th
14th
21st
28th
May 5th

8.00 am
Geoff
-

9.00 am
Simon
Simon

10.00 am
Paul
John & Simon
Chris & Simon
John & Simon
Paul

6.00 pm
Geoff
John

7.30 pm
-

Sidesmen
Apr.7th Tim Hitchborn & Cled Bennett
14th
Trevor Harwood & Graham Hardy
21st
Liz Bridgeman, Bill & Margaret Flegg
28th
Val Wilde, Doris Bellairs & Christine Masters
May 5th Jane Thompson, Kim & Adrian Hallam
Intercessions
7th
9.00 am
14th
10.00 am
21st
10.00 am
28th
10.00 am
May 9.00 am
5th
Bread and Wine
7th
(9.00 am TBA)
14th
Peter & Val Wilde
21st
Ann & Cled Bennett
28th
Carole Mills & Joy
Cunningham
May 5th (9.00 am TBA)
Flowers
7th
14th
21st
28th
May 5th

Easter Flowers
Vacant
Joan Dyke
Mr Bond
Carole Mills for CLF

Bet Washbrooke
Anne Smart
Revd Janet Donaldson
Niccy Fisher
Revd Sonia Marshall

Coffee
7th
14th
21st
28th

Johanna Jones & Jill Ironside
John & Sue Marsh
Liz Spratley & Linda Sellars
Lin Witherington & Joan Dyke

May 5th Pat Feek & Doris Warner
Cleaning & Brasses
Cleaning Brasses
1st-14th
Pat Feek & Doris Warner
14th
Joan Dyke & Linda Mann
15th-28th
Bill & Margaret Flegg
May 5th

Jean Shepherd & Doris
Warner
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Readings and Readers for April
OT Reading
7th

9:00
am

14th

10:00
am

21st

10:00
am

28th

10:00
am

May
5th

9:00
am
6:00
pm

OT Reader
NT Reading
Second Sunday of Easter
Acts 5
Bet
Revelation 1
27-32
Washbrooke
4-8
Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 9
Roger
Revelation 5
1-20
Bridgeman
11-14
Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 9
Jill
Revelation 7
36-43
Ironside
9-17
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 11
Trevor
Revelation 21
1-18
Harwood
1-6
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 16
Simon
Revelation
9-15
Marshall
21.10,22-22.5
Zephaniah 3
Psalms
(President)
14-end
126; 127

NT Reader

Gospel

Caroline
Herron

John 20
19-31

Bryan
Jones

John 21
1-19

Niccy
Fisher

John 10
22-30

Liz
Spratley

John 13
31-35

Martin
Fisher

John 14
23-29
Matthew 28
1-10,16-end

(President)

NEARNESS

God is nearer to you than you know,
For where Love is ‘tis then that He is there
Love for the mountains and the smallest tree,
For skies adorned in sunset majesty,
For Springtime magic, Autumn’s granary,
For family, friends and those that need your sympathy.
For God is Love; where Love is, He is there.
Betty Mates
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Letter from the
Bishop of Lincoln
Dear Friends,
I’m writing this letter to you in the springtime. A feature of parish magazines at this time of
year is often an article – like this one - which speaks about spring being a time of new
growth, and the obvious associations with the hope of resurrection and new life which we
will celebrate in our churches at Easter. There are obvious reasons for that, not least that
as we emerge from another cold and wet winter, we marvel that anything could possibly
grow in the hard ground and in the harsh weather conditions known to those of us who live
in the Diocese of Lincoln!
And yet, they do: in gardens all across the Diocese, brave snowdrops have cheered our
spirits, and crocuses and daffodils are now providing wonderful carpets of colour.
These flowers are a visible sign of hope in a world where that can sometimes be in short
supply. As we prepare to celebrate the glorious feast of Easter, we know that there are
times in life when the pain of Good Friday seems more enduring than the joy and the hope
of Easter. That’s when I try to remember the flowers, because no matter how unlikely it
seems, they’re able to grow in the cold, hard ground. They’re a sign that God can take an
apparently hopeless situation and transform it in the most unexpected of ways.
That’s a key message of Easter: when things seemed utterly hopeless and lost, God did
something completely unexpected which transformed the life of the world for ever. In the
resurrection of his Son, Jesus Christ, he offers that same possibility of transformation and
new life to each one of us.
May God bless you, and all those you love this Easter.

15

