
14th January 2022 

             
Dear all,  
  
This Sunday’s gospel is the very puzzling story of the miracle at Cana in Galilee, when Jesus changes the 
water into wine. I won’t jump the gun on my sermon for the service, other than to say that the account 
points towards an exciting, extravagant, and unexpected God – a God of surprises. 
  
Anyone wishing to get into some pretty deep theology about the symbolism of the water jars might be 
interested in the following link How should interpret the six stone water jars at Cana in John2? | Psephizo I 
particularly love the idea that the reason John mentions 6 jars is very possibly for no other reason than 
there happened to be 6 jars!  
  
I would encourage everyone to return to church services live if they feel they are able. We continue to be 
as COVID-safe as possible. We are trying to get back to some sense of normality, beginning to sing the 
relevant parts of the Communion service again. If you don’t feel able to return yet, our online provision is 
much more stable now we have the mobile wi-fi. 
  
  
This Sunday, the hymns for the morning are: At Cana's wedding long ago (for which I cannot find an online 
performance), Songs of Thankfulness and Praise (Tune: St Edmund - 4vv) [with lyrics for congregations] - 
YouTube, and Christ be the light (for which I also cannot find an online performance, though the tune is the 
one we usually sing to Tell out my soul). 
  
The readings for Epiphany are Isaiah 43: 1-7; Acts 8: 14-17and Luke 3: 15-17, 21-22. The Psalm is 36. 

  

Anglican Chant Psalm 36 "My Heart Sheweth Me the Wickedness of the Ungodly" - YouTube 

  

And a modern take on part of the Psalm Fountain of Life (Psalm 36) - James Block - YouTube 

  

And a beautiful Hebrew version, with translation Praises Of Israel - Ma Yakar Chasdecha(How Precious Is 

Your Lovingkindness)[Live] - YouTube 

  

  

Anthems suggested include: 

  

Tallis: O sacrum convivium - Tallis Scholars - YouTube 

  

Messiaen - O Sacrum Convivium - YouTube 

  

Ralph Vaughan Williams - O taste and see - The Cambridge Singers - YouTube 

  

WEDDING CANTICLE : John Rutter - YouTube 

  

Listen sweet Dove - YouTube by Grayston Ives 

  

  

Finally advanced information. The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity runs from 18th – 25th January every 

year (the latter being the feast of the Conversion of St Paul). Do see Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

2022 (ctbi.org.uk) for more information. The theme is We saw His star in the East, and is compiled by 

Christians in the Middle East. There are one or two features of the Eastern Orthodox tradition, not least that 

the Orthodox feast of Epiphany, upon which the theme is based, takes place on 19th January.  We are hosting 

the United Service here in the Priory Church. 

  

https://www.psephizo.com/biblical-studies/how-should-interpret-the-six-stone-water-jars-at-cana-in-john2/?fbclid=IwAR2Ik2J4mKn4DIU4Amb0q8JHPQ5cTHAyTXGN8cPNl0dRvQe_6sJibIkJ9xA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XjT2SPzLw90
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XjT2SPzLw90
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fzqAO-UWNr4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KLaDErwBobU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=isWN1NW0zfY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=isWN1NW0zfY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QGgK02bwF9s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x0__tgrjTkc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=heiiATCrwVQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lKRoKkuFuII
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CJnNAoa0Ypg
https://ctbi.org.uk/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2022/
https://ctbi.org.uk/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2022/


 
  

God our Guide, 
you sent the star to lead the Magi to your only begotten Son. 
Fill us with the confidence that you are walking with us. 
Open our eyes to your Spirit, and encourage us in our faith, 
so that we may confess that Jesus is Lord, 
and worship him as the Magi did in Bethlehem. 
Amen. 

  
Stay safe. 
  
Blessings and love 

  
Mark 


