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From the Vicar 
 

 
 
 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
So ends another church year, with the feast of Trinity. Out come 
the green altar hangings and the green vestments, and we sit back 
to  recover from the heady excitement of Easter, Ascension and 
Pentecost, lulled into the more restful season of holidays, lawn 
mowing and cricket....  
 
Did I say restful? For some it will be a period of frantic activity, 
with brides preparing for weddings and youth workers planning 
and running midweek Messy Church activities. It is also the season 
for perennial favourites such as the Rose and Sweet Pea Show, the 
hog  
roast and patronal festival, and this year the raft race as well. One could easily reach 
September in need of a holiday to recover - but then it will be harvest time, with all the 
busyness that that entails.... 
 
When does it ever stop? How on earth do we capture that inner stillness that will give us 
true rest?  Jesus was almost always run off his feet with people clamouring for his 
attention, sometimes so busy that he and his disciples hadn't even got time to eat. So he 
had to find times when he could be alone to pray, and the gospels tell us often that he 
either got up early or simply slipped away, just at the times when serious action was about 
to happen, such as making him King by force. In short, he made sure that his relationship 
with God the Father was not subverted by pressures either of time or of other peoples' 
expectations. When we are exhausted, it is hard to imagine getting up early. But there are 
other moments in the day when we might try to get into the habit of adding a few minutes 
of quiet. I once knew a priest who always said evensong straight after lunch!  
 
Being disciplined about our prayer life is an essential part of our discipleship: the words are 
similar for a reason! Just as God rested from creation on the seventh day, so we too need to 
make sure we take a step back regularly to set ourselves in his refreshing presence, to know 
ourselves to be loved at the deepest level and enjoy true fullness of life. And that's a 
recommendation for all year round, not just over the summer! 
 

Revd  Sue Paterson 
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In this Month’s Priory News … 
 
 
 

Dear All, 
 

The scaffolding’s 
back! - this time 

it’s inside the church so that one of the windows 
at the end of the nave can be replaced.  We’re 
told that 4-6 weeks is the anticipated time it will 
take.  Happily, the temporary ‘closure’ of the 
pulpit doesn’t seem to have fazed Revd. Sue who 
gave us an inspiring and timely word at our 
morning service for Pentecost without needing 
the extra height afforded by the pulpit!  John 
Marsh’s picture on the front cover of this 
month’s Priory News gives some idea of the 
feeling of celebration on this the birthday of the 
Church with the predominence of red reminding 
us of the need to let the coming of the Holy 
Spirit ‘fire’ us with enthusuiasm.  Red balloons 
and birthday cake helped to create the feeling of 
joy at this special time in the church year. 
 
This month, of course, sees the annual Rose and Sweet Pea Show on June 25th and we are 
very much looking forward to another enjoyable and successful show.  Please be sure to 
cancel all other commitments and to be there to join in the fun.  Many people have already 
put in a considerable amount of work and preparation for this event, so let’s “mek it a 
good’n”,  as they say in Lancashire.  (Ah, us Lancastrians’ll never let go of our roots!) 
 

John 

 

Another mouth-watering recipe from Margaret. 
I wonder........would home-grown or bought 
blackberries work as well as poached ones? 

Whatever next? In December we threw our hats in the air 
as we launched our roof fund.  This month we’re all in red 
to celebrate Pentecost. Our thanks to J M for the pic. 

 
 

Church Calendar for June 8 

Cooking with Margaret 14 

Directory  2 

Getting to Know You 7 

House Group 5 

In This Month’s Priory News 3 

Know your Alphabytes 10 

Letter from the Bishop of Grimsby 15 

Letter from the Vicar 1 

Mission Matters 4 

Music in Quiet Places! 12 

News from the Tower 4 

Raising the Roof 5 

Readings and Readers 14 

Registers for April 5 

Reports and News 4 
Revd Mark Thomson 6 

Rose and Sweet Pea Show 10 

Rotas for June 13 

Saint of the month – St Etheldreda of Ely 11 

Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them 
coming. Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be 
accompanied by authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We 
will not publish the names of children pictured unless specifically requested 
to do so by their parents or guardians. 
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860      priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
Please let us have your contributions for the July edition of Priory News BEFORE the 
deadline of Monday 20th June.  Thank you. 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Reports and News 
 

 News from the Tower  
 

This month the bellringers have a little puzzle for us.  We have a 
suspicion we know the answer. Do you?  (Mind you, we do wonder 
how they have time to go off taking photographs when they should be 
ringin’ dem bells......!  Ed.) 

 
Question: 
Do you know where this 
bridge is with this image 
carved in it?  
 
Clue: 
It is in a local area about 5 
to 6 miles from the 
Deepings. 
 

 
(Answers to priorynews@dsj.org.uk  please.) 

Mike 
 

 Mission Matters 
 

July 9th and July 24th should be two dates which you have marked in your summer 
calendar. 
 
On July 9th we shall be holding a ‘Music and Poetry Evening’ at 7.30pm at Cranmore 
Farmhouse.  Those who have attended such events in the past will know that it is a very 
lighthearted event and not as serious as the title would suggest.  We have already started a 
list of performers, but if anyone would like to do a reading or perform any type of music 
(pop/jazz/classical) or dance, we should like to hear from them.  Please do not be shy in 
volunteering, as this is for the whole church and any of your friends or relatives.  We also 
need an audience, so, if performing is not for you, please come and support the event.  
Hopefully it will be a warm evening, so you will be able to sit and relax, (you may like to 
bring a garden chair with you) take advantage of the free drink and canapes you will be 
offered on arrival, and enjoy the entertainment.  Tickets are priced at £5.00 and are 
available from any member of Mission Matters.  Book early as numbers will be limited.    
 
The second event, which will take place on July 24th is the third parish Hog Roast.  Many 
people will remember from previous years the delicious pork from Willow Brook Farm, the 
accompanying salads kindly provided by the Social Committee and the huge variety of 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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tempting desserts provided by ladies (and gentleman!) from the congregation.  There will 
be games for the children after the meal and the event will finish with Songs of Praise at 
2.45pm in church.  Tickets will cost £7.00 per adult and £3.00 per school age child, available 
from members of Mission Matters.  
 

Do invite neighbours and friends to come too so that we can have a large church party to 
celebrate St James’ day.     
 

Victoria 
 

 ‘Raise the Roof’ Fundraising 
 

The amount raised by 30 April towards the Roof Repairs was £23,930.00 
 

Total raised to 31 March     £5,865.00 
Donation    £85.00 
Donation in memory of Hazel Day  £500.00 
Grant from J T Patston Charitable Trust  £2,000.00 
Proceeds from Quiz Night  £480.00 
Donation   £15,000.00 
 

Total raised to 30 April £23,930.00 
 

As you will see the wonderful donation of £15,000.00 has now taken us past our initial 
target and will enable us to finish paying for the roof repairs which have now been 
completed. 
 

However, the fundraising will continue for the present as there are various other things to 
be paid for such as the roof alarm and the repairs to the window over the nave which are 
currently in progress.  Any funds which remain after these items have been paid for will go 
towards replacing at least part of the £20,000.00 which the PCC contributed to the Roof 
Fund.  This will allow the PCC to start planning for future projects.  One idea is for the 
installation of a toilet and servery area at the back of church. 
 

Simon 

Registers for April 
 
 

Funerals: We commend to God’s keeping: 
 
18th       Barry Michael Charles Mills 
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The following announcement has recently appeared on the Lincoln Diocesan website: 
 

Notification of Appointment - The Revd Mark Thomson 
 

15 May 2016 
 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, as the patron by lapse, has been delighted to 

present The Revd Mark Thomson to the Bishop of Lincoln as the next 

incumbent of the Benefice of Quarrington with Old Sleaford.  
 

Mark recently served as Assistant Curate with special responsibility for the 

parishes of Barholm, Braceborough, Greatford, West Deeping and Wilsthorpe 

in the Uffington Group.  
 

A date for the service at which Mark will be instituted to the Benefice of 

Quarrington with Old Sleaford will follow.  

 
Please do hold Mark and his family in your prayers. 

 
 
We, of course, have our own special reasons for 
congratulating Revd Mark on his new  appointment.  We 
shall long remember his time shared between St. 
Guthlac’s and the Priory, particularly during the most 
recent vacancy when he devoted the majority of his 
energies to working alongside Revd Sonia in our parish.  
His talks with the aid of Peggy and Mickey and his 
everlasting cheerfulness and readiness to listen and 
advise will also be fondly remembered.  Our best wishes 
go with Mark, Jo-Anne, Louise and Hannah as they leave 
the familiar surroundings of the Deepings and old 
friends. 
 
You will, I am sure, also be interested to hear that Mark and Jo-Anne’s elder daughter, 
Louise, is taking her finals for Law over the next few weeks and that Hannah is due to take 
her A2 exams this month and she hope to go to Leicester to study medicine.  We wish them 
both every success. 
 
Revd Mark tells me that the Service of Installation will take place on Monday, 5th of 
September and I feel sure that he would be delighted to see as many of us as can attend on 
that occasion. 

John 
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Getting to Know You… 
 

(For our now occasional column, “Getting to Know You”, 
over a cup of coffee, Janice Midwood, who has recently 
joined our congregation, was happy to chat to me and for 
me to record our conversation.  Here are some of the things 

she told me about herself.  John.) 
 

Janice moved to Deeping St James with her husband, 
Steve, last November.  Steve recently retired from 
teaching and they have a grandson, Chris, who also lives 
in Deeping St James.  She is one of five siblings and 
although the family is spread around Lancashire and 
Yorkshire, she tells me that they are a close-knit family.  
 

She is a counsellor with Relate and has her own practice 
and previously worshipped near Selby in Yorkshire.  In 
recent years she felt that she was being called to become 
a Reader although she tells me she was reluctant at first 
to do anything about it.  However, others around her persuaded her to apply and 
subsequently she was licensed as a Reader in York Minster in 2008 and then went on to 
serve in a rural parish which later merged with two other parishes to become a benefice of 
four churches in total - Hemingborough, Cliffe, Riccall and Barlby.  Her duties as a Reader 
included assisting at services,  preparing and leading family services and taking morning and 
evening prayer.  When asked about singing in the services she said, “You haven’t heard me 
sing yet!”  She also took Home Communion to two care homes in the benefice and to 
others who were unable for one reason or another to attend church.  Her duties also 
included supporting the bereaved and visiting families in preparation for baptism. 
 

Janice feels a strong personal pull towards spirituality and completed a two-year course at 
St. Bede’s Pastoral Centre in York based on Ignatian Spirituality and before leaving 
Yorkshire, during an interregnum caused by the retirement of the Vicar, she and an NSM, 
who is the head of a local high school, were responsible for covering four morning Sunday 
services and one evening service at the four churches of the benefice - a period during 
which, she says, “things went ballistic.”  She also added that she feels it is a misconception 
to think that people will travel if there is no service in their local church - they just don’t. 
 

When asked about moving to the “flat lands of Lincolnshire”,  Janice said that the landscape 
was similar but that part of Yorkshire, being in the Vale of York, was rather more sheltered 
from the wind! 
 

Janice tells me she was delighted to receive a new sewing machine at Christmas because 
her hobbies include sewing, knitting and baking. 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR JUNE 2016 
 

1st Wednesday Justin, Martyr at Rome, 165 
 

2nd Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion 
   10:30 am Home Communions 
   7:45 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: MAGPAS 
 

3rd Friday  Practice Night: 
   6:45 pm  Choir  
   7:30 pm   Ringers 
 

5th SUNDAY TRINITY 2 (Proper 5) 

   9:00 am  Holy Communion (Order One said) 
   10:00 am Family Service & Baptisms of Tyler James Piccinelli 
      and Scarlett Wayman 
   3:00 pm  Deanery Service (Venue to be confirmed) 
   6:00 pm  Choir sings Evensong at Barholm Church 
 

7th Tuesday 2:00 pm  Communion Service at Braeburn Lodge 
 

8th Wednesday Thomas Ken, Bishop of Bath & Wells, Nonjuror, Hymn Writer, 1711 
   7:30 pm  Meeting of those interested in running Messy Church 
      this summer 
 

9th Thursday Columba, Abbot of Iona, Missionary, 597 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion 
   7:30 pm  Churches Together evening at the Priory to pray 
      for the 2017 Mission 
 

10th Friday  Practice Night: 
   6:45 pm  Choir 
   7:30 pm   Ringers  
 

11th Saturday BARNABAS THE APOSTLE 
 

12th SUNDAY TRINITY 3 (Proper 6) 

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 

14th Tuesday Deanery Clergy Chapter at St. John’s, Spalding 
 
15th Wednesday 7:30 pm  Vicar’s Happy Hour at the Vicarage 
 

16th Thursday Richard, Bishop of Chichester, 1253 
   9:30am  Holy Communion 
   7:45pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Outing 
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17th Friday  Practice Night: 
   6:45 pm  Choir 
   7:30 pm   Ringers 
 

19th SUNDAY  TRINITY 4 (Proper 7) 

   10:00 am Family Communion 
 

22nd Wednesday Alban, first Martyr of Britain, 250 
   Ember Day 
   7:30 pm  PCC meeting preceded at 7:00 pm by Holy Communion 
 

23rd Thursday Etheldreda, Abbess of Ely, c.678 
   9:30am  Holy Communion 
 

24th Friday  THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST 
   Practice Night: 
   6:45 pm  Choir 
   7:30 pm   Ringers 
 

25th Saturday Ember Day 
   1:00 pm  Rose and Sweet Pea Show 
 

26th SUNDAY TRINITY 5 (Proper 8) 

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 

28th Tuesday Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, Teacher, c.200 
 

29th Wednesday PETER AND PAUL, APOSTLES 
 

30th  Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion    
 

July 2016 
 

1st Friday  Practice Night: 
   6:45 pm  Choir  
   7:30 pm   Ringers 
 

3rd SUNDAY THOMAS THE APOSTLE  (Trinity 6; Proper 9) 

   9:00 am  Holy Communion (Order One said) 
   10:00 am Family Service and Baptisms of Joanne Laura Coles, 
      Oliver Jack Grayston, Finley James Grayston and 
      Joyce Grace Bembridge 
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 Rose & Sweet Pea Show, 25th June 2016  
 

Plans for this year’s Show at the end of this month are going well and with this month’s 
issue of Priory News you should receive your copy of the Class Lists for the Horticulture 
Show and the Competitions, further copies of which are also available at the back of church 
and on the website. 
 
Don’t forget, the Show runs from 1.00 pm until 4.30 pm and prior to that there will be raffle 
tickets to sell, stalls to erect, refreshments to prepare and friends and family to encourage 
to attend.  For further information and offers of help, please contact Ted and Tanwen Fisk. 
(email: roseandsweetpea@dsj.org.uk )  See you there! 
 

John   
 

 

 
For her ‘alphabyte’ this month, Revd Sue 
helps us to undertand a little more about 
what it means to be a disciple. 
 
 

D is for .. Disciple  
 
Disciple is one of those words that is automatically associated with the twelve followers of 
Jesus, but actually has far wider implications.  There were, of course, far more than twelve 
who would have called themselves disciples of Jesus – including a number of women, 
whose voices have subsequently been drowned out of the gospel narrative.  But we know 
they existed: the most familiar is Mary Magdalene, but there were also Martha, Susanna, 
Joanna, Salome, assorted other Marys and others who “ministered to Jesus”, providing 
hospitality.  Once you move on to the rest of the New Testament, there are plenty of other 
women involved in hosting the early church, such as Lydia, Damaris, Phoebe (a deacon), 
Priscilla….  The list goes on.  I mention the women because they are most easily overlooked, 
but let’s not forget some of the men – Barnabas, Matthias, Timothy, Onesimus, even 
Theophilus, for whom the Book of Acts was written to teach him the basic story of the first 
Christians.  At its root, disciple simply means one who learns, from the Latin discere (to 
learn) and discipulus (pupil). 
 
So technically, we are all disciples.  Or are we…?!  There is a big difference between 
someone who vaguely thinks there might be a God, and that we might want to keep on the 
right side of him, and someone who actively seeks to follow Jesus Christ in the way of the 
cross.  To start with, there is absolutely no risk in the former, because there is no 
commitment.  Once we admit that Jesus is the Son of God, and not just some cosy historical 
figure, then we are starting out on a whole new lifestyle.  Jesus does not promise us an easy 
ride.  Discipleship is far more than regular church attendance.  What happens on a Sunday 

mailto:roseandsweetpea@dsj.org.uk
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is only the tip of the iceberg of being a disciple, in fact.  Most of us live out our discipleship 
in totally different spheres of activity.  Maybe we are called to help out in the community.  
Maybe our job provides us with a frontline ministry.  Maybe we are the only Christian in a 
whole family of non-believers, quietly witnessing to our faith away from the public eye.  
Whatever the context, the church is supposed to be there to resource and enable us in our 
faith.  
 
That being the case, it would be good to consider what stepping stones the church can 
provide to enable people to move from being searchers after faith to being full-blown 
disciples.  How do we enable others to become active members of the Christian 
community?  How can we make our services more accessible?  How easy is it for a 
newcomer to become part of the Christian family?  And to learn more about the Christian 
faith in general?  All of these are questions for us to ponder because they will help us to live 
out our own discipleship.  
 

Revd Sue 

 
 
This month’s article from  Revd Sonia focuses on another  Saint who had connections not so 
very far from here at Ely. 
 

St Etheldreda of Ely (678)  23rd June 
 

St Etheldreda has the distinction of having been married twice 
but was still commemorated as a virgin!  Her name is derived 
from the Anglo - Saxon meaning 'noble' yet went on to give us 
the origin of the word 'tawdry' meaning cheap or tasteless! 
 
Etheldreda was born in 630 A.D., the daughter of King Anna of 
the East Angles.  Her mother was a sister of the abbess Hilda of 
Whitby.  All her four sisters also became saints.  She was born 
at Exning on the borders of Cambridge and Suffolk and 
baptized by bishop Felix.  She wanted to remain celibate and 
enter the religious life but at the age of 30 she was made to 
marry Tondbert, prince of the Gyrwas,who was then only 16!  
Ely was given to her as her dowry.  She remained celibate 
during the marriage but after Tondbert died was then made to 

marry Egfrid the son of King Oswy of Northumbria.  Finally she was given permission to 
leave court and entered Coldingham Abbey but her husband had second thoughts and tried 
to get her back.  Etheldreda fled, returning to Ely in 672 A.D. 
 
At Ely she laid the foundation of a new abbey and was installed as its abbess.  Her 
reputation for piety grew but she died only five years later from the plague.  She was buried 
at Ely, and touching her shroud and tomb resulted in miraculous healings (though it caused 
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Danes who tried to rob it to fall down dead).  Ely was restored by Bishop Aethelwold.  The 
Normans made it the centre od a new diocese:  it became a pilgrimage destination 
throughout the Middle Ages.  Etheldreda's shrine was destroyed in 1541 but her hand was 
said to have been saved by a priest and is now preserved in the Roman Catholic Church at 
Ely. 
 
The Normans found pronunciation of Anglo Saxon difficult; hence they referred to 
Etheldreda as 'Audrey'.  A fair was granted to Ely to be held on St Audrey's day.  Some of 
the goods on offer there must have been cheap or of poorer quality giving rise to the 
adjective 'tawdry', a corruption of St Audrey! 

Revd Sonia 
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Rotas for June  

Servers 

 9:00 am 10:00 am 6:00 pm 

5th John Paul - 

12th - Simon & Chris - 
19th - Nick & Paul Geoff 

26th - John & Simon - 
July 3rd Nick Paul - 

 
 

Sidesmen 

5th A Jane Thompson and Adrian Hallam 

12th B Ann Meekings and Shelagh Fisher 
19th C Tim Hitchborn and Cled Bennett 

26th D Trevor Harwood and Kim Hallam 
July 3rd E Margaret Flegg and Liz Bridgeman 

 
 

Intercessions 

 9:00 am 10:00 am 
5th Sue/Sonia TBA 

12th - Nick Drewett 

19th - Bet 
26th - Niccy 

July 3rd Sue/Sonia TBA 
 
 

Bread and Wine                Coffee 

5th Linda & John Sellars  (9.00 am) Jill Ironside & Johanna Jones 

12th Pat Feek & Doris Warner John & Victoria Worthington 
19th Peter & Val Wilde Margaret Flegg 

26th Carole Mills & Joy Cunningham Val Wilde & Doris Bellairs 

July 3rd Doris Bellairs & Christine Masters(9.00am) Jan & Tanwen Fisk 
 
 
 

 

Flowers  Cleaning Brasses  

5th Carole Mills May 23-Jun 5th  Margaret Flegg 

12th Anne Taylor Jun 6th-19th  John & Linda Sellars 

19th Eileen Day  12th Val Wilde & Sylvia Anderson 

26th Pauline Brooksbank Jun 20th-Jul 3rd  Janet Lill & Marion Stevens 

July 3rd Carole Mills May 23rd – June 5th  Margaret Flegg 
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Readings and Readers for June 
  1st Reading 1st Reader 2nd Reading 2nd Reader Gospel 

5th 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY   (Proper 5) 

9:00 
am 

1 Kings 17: 
17-end 

Doris 
Bellairs 

Galations 1: 
11-end 

Ann Bennett 
Luke 7: 
11-17 

10:00 
am 

Luke 7: 
11-17 

Lisa 
Goodchild 

 

12th 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY   (Proper 6) 

10:00 
am 

2 Samuel 11: 
26-12:10, 13-15 

Niccy 
Fisher 

Galations 2: 
15-end 

Simon 
Marshall 

Luke 7: 
36-8:3 

19th 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY   (Proper 7) 

10:00 
am 

Luke 8: 
26-39 

TBA  

26th 

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY   (Proper 8) 

10:00 
1 Kings 19: 

15-16,19-end 
Jill 

Ironside 
Galations 5: 

1, 13-25 
Jo 

Astle 
Luke 9: 
51-end 

July 
3rd 

THOMAS THE APOSTLE (Trinity 6; Proper 9) 

9:00 
am 

Habakkuk 2: 
1-4 

Cled 
Bennett 

Ephesians 2: 
19-end 

Caroline 
Herron 

John 20: 
24-29 

10:00 
am 

John 20: 
24-29 

TBA  

 

 

Cooking with Margaret 
Spiced Custard Slices 

 
Ingredients: 
 
2 medium eggs 
50g of sugar 
50g of plain flour 
300ml of milk 
225mls of fresh Single cream 
½ tsp Ground Cinnamon 
½ grated rind of a lemon 
Blackberries to serve. 
 

Method: 
 
Beat eggs & sugar until pale and fluffy; 
Whisk in the flour and milk, and all ingredients; 
Put into a greased, shallow ovenproof dish and 
bake at 180 degrees (gas 4) for 55 mins to 1hr 
until set; 
Allow to cool; 
Served chilled with poached blackberries. 
 
Serves 4 
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Letter from The Bishop  
   of Grimsby 

 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

So by the time that you read this, Ascension will have gone, 
Pentecost will have gone, the Archbishops’ initiative of ‘Thy 
Kingdom Come’, an eight-day call to prayer for the renewal of the 
Church and the confidence to share what we know to be true, 
placed between those two great Christian festivals, will be over, 
and the Church will have entered into what we unhelpfully call 
‘Ordinary Time’. 
 
Of course, no such time exists for the Church, unless by ‘ordinary’ we mean a time when we 
simply get on with the business of being the Church that we are called to be: living, 
proclaiming and growing the kingdom as Jesus told those who would follow him would be 
their task. 
 
I recently took part in the annual Christian Aid walk across the Humber, meeting half-way 
with the Bishop of Hull, who was coming from the opposite direction. We stopped and with 
others we prayed the simple prayer ‘Your kingdom come, Your will be done’. Simple, but 
profound and what we’re called to be about as Church – particularly when we also seek to 
be the answer to the prayer we’ve prayed. 
 
Eight Days of Prayer was the call of the Archbishops; but what if we continued and went 
beyond that? So that ‘Ordinary Time’ became what it was always intended to be, ‘getting 
on with the business’, ‘simply growing and doing the work’ time. What if we each 
committed to stop, to find a quiet space, and to pray daily a prayer like the one below. I 
wonder how ‘ordinary’ that time would then be? 
 
Almighty God, source of our hope and of all good things; you have called the Diocese of 
Lincoln to be a healthy, vibrant and sustainable Church, transforming lives in Greater 
Lincolnshire. Lead us through this vision, give leaders wisdom and direction, equip your 
disciples to love you faithfully, others joyfully and to grow confidently through word and 
deed. So that through us the world may catch a glimpse of the love you have for each one of 
us, through your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.  

+ David Grimsby 

 
 

 


