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From the Vicar 
 
 

 

I don’t know about you, but I have occasional moments (too 
many of them!) when, totally unbidden, an embarrassing thought 
or event comes into mind.  As I was reflecting preparing to write 
this letter, I remembered a conversation I had with the Methodist 
Steward at my previous church.  (St John’s is a Church of 
England/Methodist Local Ecumenical Partnership, and the 
Steward is roughly the Methodist equivalent of a Churchwarden). 
 
We were discussing the calendar of services.  She asked me 
where the Covenant Service was, and, to my shame, I said 
“what’s the Covenant Service?”.  I was informed that it was one 
of the most important services in the Methodist calendar. 
 
The Methodist Church website has this to say about the service:  The Covenant Service, 
often celebrated on the first Sunday of the year, is at the heart of Methodists' devotion and 
discipleship, and their dedication in working for social justice. In the service the Church 
joyfully celebrates God's gracious offer to Israel that "I will be their God and they shall be my 
people". 
 
This offer is then extended beyond Israel to all women and men in Jesus Christ, who also 
provides the supreme example of what it is to live in such a relationship with God.  That 
relationship primarily involves the corporate life of the community of God's people (i.e. 
Israel; the Body of Christ).  It is concerned with individuals within that group. 
 
What God offers is a loving relationship.  The Covenant is not a contract in which God and 
human beings agree to provide particular goods and services for each other!  It is not 
something that we have to do to create a relationship with God.  God has freely and 
graciously already made it possible. 
 
Rather, the Covenant is the means of grace by which we accept the relationship and then 
seek to sustain it. 
 
It goes on to say God's gracious offer to us is therefore simultaneously a challenge.  If God is 
committed to us, are we prepared to accept that as reality and commit ourselves in return 
to God?  Even if we do choose to accept it, how can we manage to live out our commitment 
adequately, frail and human as we are? 
 

(Continued on page 5) 



2 

Parish Directory 
Vicar The Revd Mark Williams vicar@dsj.org.uk  

Curate (on Sabbatical) The Revd Sonia Marshall  

Churchwardens 
Caroline Herron 
Nick Drewett 

churchwarden@dsj.org.uk 

nick.drewett@btinternet.co
m  

Assistant Churchwarden John Worthington  priorynews@dsj.org.uk  

Parochial Church Council   
Chairman The Revd Mark Williams vicar@dsj.org.uk  

Vice-Chairman Canon Niccy Fisher  
Hon. Secretary Johanna Jones  
Hon. Treasurer Simon Marshall treasurer@dsj.org.uk  

Covenant Secretary Vivien Hamilton  
Electoral Roll Officer Barry Fisher  
Safeguarding Officer Ted Fisk safeguarding@dsj.org.uk  

Synod Members   

Diocesan Synod 
The Revd Mark Williams 
Canon Niccy Fisher 

 

 
The Revd Sonia Marshall  
Canon Niccy Fisher  
Simon Marshall  

Organist & Director of Music Chris Brown  music@dsj.org.uk  

Organisations   
Bellringers Hilary Gentle  
Church Hall Bookings Nick Drewett (temporary) churchhall@dsj.org.uk  

Church Ladies’ Fellowship Christine Masters  

Church Flowers 
Pauline Brooksbank  
Christine Masters  

House Group Doris Warner  
Rose & Sweet Pea Show Nick & Kate Drewett priorynews@dsj.org.uk  
Junior Church Vicki Billyard  
Friday Knights Ted Fisk safeguarding@dsj.org.uk  

Holy Chaos Kate Drewett 
nick.drewett@btinternet.co

m 

Priory News   

Editorial Team 
Caroline Herron 
John Worthington 
Victoria Worthington 

priorynews@dsj.org.uk  

Advertising Victoria Worthington  
Printing John Worthington  
Distribution Joy Cunningham  

Webmaster  John Worthington webmaster@dsj.org.uk  
 

mailto:vicar@dsj.org.uk
mailto:churchwarden@dsj.org.uk
mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
mailto:vicar@dsj.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@dsj.org.uk
mailto:mailtosafeguarding@dsj.org.uk
mailto:music@dsj.org.uk
mailto:churchhall@dsj.org.uk
mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
mailto:mailtosafeguarding@dsj.org.uk
mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
mailto:webmaster@dsj.org.uk


3 

 
 

 

In this Month’s Priory News … 
 

 
 

Dear Readers, 
 

Firstly, may we wish you all a very Happy 
New Year!  Next, I apologise for our being a 
little late in going to print this month but for 
some reason everyone seemed to be rather 
busy at the end of December!  Anyway, here 
we are again and already we are starting to 
hear of activities in and around the Priory to 
take place in 2020.  If you wish us to include 
anything which you may be planning for this 
year, please let us know in good time.  (I 
have  already heard whispers about Lent 
lunches, believe it or not!) 
 

Well, everybody one speaks to seems to 
have some little anecdote or other to 
recount about the Christmas period just 
passed so if you have anything of interest 
you might like to share, please let us know – 
we are always keen for new material.  I don’t 
have any dates yet but I am already looking for more volunteers to participate in our 
“Music for a While” series – I already have two – which I hope will continue next month. 
 

So, with the General Election over, and, hopefully, the dreaded “B” word soon to be 
“finalised”, what else will there be to talk about this year apart from the weather? 

John 

 

This month we have a yummy date and walnut 
cake to tempt you away from any new year diet 
resolutions. 

Our thanks to Chris Halley who has sent us 
yet another lovely picture for the front cover 
of this month’s magazine. 
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Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them 
coming. Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be 
accompanied by authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We 
will not publish the names of children pictured unless specifically requested to 
do so by their parents or guardians. 
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860      priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
Please let us have your contributions for the February issue of Priory News BEFORE 

the deadline of Friday 24th January. Thank you. 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Reports, News & Dates For Your Diary 
 

 Mission Matters 
 

Music & Poetry Evening 
 
A Happy New Year from Mission Matters! 
 
Thank you to everyone who came to this event.  We hope you enjoyed it, whether you 
were taking part or were part of the audience.  We made £240 which will go to Mission 
Matters funds.  As a result of your generosity we were able to send £200 to Stronger 
Together, the homeless charity in Peterborough.  
 
 We shall be busy again during Lent, (sorry, I know we have only just left the Christmas 
season!)  providing Soup and Sandwich Lunches.  Hopefully these will run from 27th 
February, on Thursday lunchtimes.  We hope to welcome you again this year.  
 

Victoria 

 

 

 Christmas Flowers  
 

Pauline and I would like to thank all the ladies who helped us decorate 
the church this Christmas time.  It is very much appreciated as it is a 
busy time of year.  The church is looking really lovely and I am thankful 
we have a great team of talented flower arrangers. 
 
Thank you once again. 

Christine  
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 From the Vicar   (Continued from page 1) 
 

I will miss the challenge of that service, and particularly the Covenant Prayer, which is at 
the heart of the service.  I always used to say that it is one of the scariest prayers around, if 
we take it seriously. 
 

I am no longer my own but yours.  Put me to what you will, rank me 

with whom you will;  put me to doing, put me to suffering;  let me be 

employed for you, or laid aside for you, exalted for you, or brought 

low for you;  let me be full, let me be empty, let me have all things, let 

me have nothing:  I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things to your 

pleasure and disposal.  And now, glorious and blessèd God, Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit, you are mine and I am yours.  And the covenant 

now made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven.  Amen. 

 
© 1999 Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes. 

 

I wonder if we dare make that prayer our own for this New Year! 
 

Mark 

 

PS If you want to explore this prayer further, the link is: 
 
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-church/what-is-distinctive-about-
methodism/a-covenant-with-god/the-covenant-service/ and there is a study guide at 
https://www.rootsontheweb.com/content/PDFs/346041/Methodist_Covenant_Prayer_stu
dy.pdf 

 

 Starfish!   
 

I was out walking the dogs when I saw a lady laboriously weeding the Catholic Church car 
park.  Seeing that the car park was absolutely covered in weeds I commented that she had 
taken a bit of a job on. She smiled and said it reminded her of the story of the starfish. 
  

‘A small child was walking on the beach with it’s parents when they came across hundreds 
of starfish that the storm had just washed up.  
 

One at a time the child carefully started to put them back in the sea.  The parents said that 
there were just too many to make any real difference but the child insisted that it made a 
huge difference to each one he saved’ 
 

Not the average dog walking conversation I must say but one of the most thought-
provoking pocket sermons I’ve ever heard! 
 

Philip 

 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-church/what-is-distinctive-about-methodism/a-covenant-with-god/the-covenant-service/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-church/what-is-distinctive-about-methodism/a-covenant-with-god/the-covenant-service/
https://www.rootsontheweb.com/content/PDFs/346041/Methodist_Covenant_Prayer_study.pdf
https://www.rootsontheweb.com/content/PDFs/346041/Methodist_Covenant_Prayer_study.pdf
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Registers for November 
 

 
Baptisms: We welcome into the Lord's Family: 
17th  Billy Fisher 
 
 
Funerals: We commend to God’s keeping: 
11th  Margaret Allen 
27th  Bryan Herd 
29th  Angelo Kornek Hardy 
  

 

Cooking with Margaret 
Date and Walnut Cake 

Ingredients 
 

 

8oz chopped dates 
1 tsp bicarbonate of soda 
1 breakfast cup of boiling water 
8oz sugar 
3oz margarine 
1 beaten egg 
1 tsp vanilla essence 
10oz plain flour 
1 level tsp baking powder 
½ tsp salt 
 
Topping 
5 tablespoons soft brown sugar 
2 tbs butter 
2 tbs single cream 
 

Method 
 
 

Place chopped dates in a bowl.  Mix bicarbonate of 
soda with water and add to the dates.  Leave the 
mixture to stand until cool. 
 
Cream together sugar, margarine and baking powder 
and salt.  Add this to the date mixture and pour into a 9 
x 12 inch greased tin or two 8 inch tins. 
 
Bake for 35 minutes at 350°F/180°C or Gas 4. 
 
For the topping, mix together the butter and cream and 
boil for 3 minutes.  When the cake is cool, spread the 
topping and sprinkle with chopped walnuts. 
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 Finding God in everyday life 
 
One of my favourite things about Christmas is the evening of Christmas Day, when stepping 
outside into the sharp, cold air you see your breath before you and feel the deep stillness of a 
world at rest.  No cars revving, no lorries trundling down the motorway, no aeroplanes 
overhead, no trains rumbling past.  The busyness of the run-up to Christmas gives way to a 
collective sigh.  It’s a moment when we allow the cosmos to breathe deeply, to rest and relax – 
for all God’s creation to experience the blessing of Sabbath rest, to know the still small voice of 
calm.  In the depth of the stillness you can discern the presence of God feeding our faith, 
inspiring us with hope, loving us. 
 
In 1 Corinthians 13:12–13 we read:  ‘For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see 
face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. 
And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.’ (NRSV) 
 
What does it mean to live faithfully, hopefully and lovingly as a Christian today, finding and 
following God in the ordinary and extra-ordinary stuff of daily life?  We often allow the 
busyness of life to push out the ‘main thing’, the gift of Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us.  Being a 
Christian isn’t a ‘tick box’ identity nor what we do in church;  as Christians we are people who 
choose to yield to Christ, to invite Jesus to change and shape us, to access all areas of our lives. 
 
Starting on Sunday, 12th January, we are invited to step into a 21-day journey of everyday 
faith, hope and love.  The Church of England is launching a new resource called ‘Everyday 
Faith’, consisting of daily reflections and prayers to help us find and follow God in our everyday 
lives.  It is available via emails, an app, social media, audio podcasts and can be purchased as a 
booklet from Church House Publishing.  To sign up, go to: 
www.churchofengland.org/everydayfaith . The materials will help us find God at work in 
ourselves and the world around us. 
 
In 2020 we will be hosting a range of ‘Inspiring Everyday Faith’ events, with the first to be held 
on Monday, 13th January, at Edward King House, Lincoln from 5.30pm.  If you are someone 
who is passionate about finding God in everyday life and wanting to encourage others to do 
the same, then go to www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/inspiring-everday-faith-tickets-81456315031  or 
contact me at sarah.spencer@lincoln.anglican.org  or on 01522 50 40 75 for more information. 
 
Prayer: 

Creator God, 
you made us all in your image: 
may we discern you in all that we see, 

and serve you in all that we do; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
 

Common Worship: Collects and Post Communions, material from which is included here, is  
copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 and published by Church House Publishing.  

http://www.churchofengland.org/everydayfaith
http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/inspiring-everday-faith-tickets-81456315031
mailto:sarah.spencer@lincoln.anglican.org
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR JANUARY 2020 
 

1st Wednesday THE NAMING AND CIRCUMCISION OF JESUS 
   (No Holy Chaos Toddler Service this week) 
 

2nd Thursday (No Midweek Communion Service this week) 
   7.30 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: History of Lincoln University 
 

3rd Friday  (No Friday Knights) 
   6.45 pm  Choir practice 
   7.30 pm  Ringers’ practice 
 

5th SUNDAY SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 

   9.00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10.00 am First Sunday Praise 
   11.30 am Baptisms of Isaac and Teddy Chapman & 
       Amari Chapman 
   6.00 pm  Choral Evensong 
 

6th Monday THE EPIPHANY 
 

8th Wednesday 9.30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7.30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

9th Thursday 9.30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10.30 am Home Communions 
 

10th Friday  5.30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6.45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7.30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

11th Saturday 9.00 am  Safeguarding Training 
   2.00 pm  Eco Church Group meets 
 

12th SUNDAY PLOUGH SUNDAY – (Epiphany 1)  

   9.50 am  Junior Church    
   10.00 am Sung Communion with Prayers for Healing 
   12.00 noon Plough Lunch 
 

13th Monday Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers, 367 
 

14th Tuesday 9.00 am  Deanery Clergy Chapter 
 

15th Wednesday 9.30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7.30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

16th Thursday 9.30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   7.30 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Canals (Derek Harris) 
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17th Friday  Antony of Egypt, Hermit, Abbot, 356 
   5.30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6.45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7.30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

18th Saturday Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins 
 

19th SUNDAY SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 

   10.00 am Family Communion 
   6.00 pm  United Service at St Guthlac’s 
 

21st Tuesday Agnes, Child Martyr at Rome, 304 
 

22nd Wednesday 9.30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7.30 pm  PCC meeting preceded by Communion at 7.00 pm 
   7.30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

23rd Thursday 9.30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
 

24th Friday  Francis de Sales, Bishop of Geneva, 1622 
   5.30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6.45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7.30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

25th Saturday THE CONVERSION OF PAUL 
 

26th SUNDAY THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY  

   10.00 am Sung Communion 
 

28th Tuesday Thomas Aquinus, Priest, Philosopher, Teacher, 1274 
 

29th Wednesday 9.30 am  Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7.30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

30th Thursday Charles Stuart, King and Martyr, 1649 
 

31st Friday  5.30 pm  Friday Knights 
   6.45 pm  Choir Practice 
   7.30 pm  Ringers’ practice 
 

February 
 

2nd SUNDAY PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE (CANDLEMAS) 

   9.00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10.00 am First Sunday Praise with Baptism of Jasper Ernest King 
   6.00 pm  Choral Evensong 
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(Just too late for last month’s magazine, we received the following newsy letter from John 
and Sue Marsh.  If you wish to contact them, we can pass on contact details.  Ed) 

 
December 2019 

 

Another busy year, in fact, probably one of the busiest yet! 
 

We moved here in January and, fortunately, were blessed with unseasonal good weather for 
both days of the move.  Having downsized we were pleased to discover that the house here is 
big enough to accommodate all the stuff we brought although we still have some slimming 
down to do!  We have both fewer and smaller rooms than before and are still surrounded by 
boxes. 
 

The BIG news came in March when our first grandchild, Callum John, was born to Chris and 
Laura in Hove.  It is such a joy to be close enough to see them on a fairly regular basis though 
we are far enough away not to be on top of them.  We will see them over Christmas both here 
and at theirs so will be able to join in Callum’s first Christmas. 
 

Nick and Becky were here for an early Christmas at the beginning of December so we were all 
able to enjoy it together.  They are still in Berlin and we made one visit there in August taking 
in Dresden at the same time. 
 

Chichester has proved to be a hot bed of culture and there are an unbelievable number of 
things in which to get involved.  We have joined or become friends of so many groups and 
societies that quite frequently we have to make choices as to which event we should attend!  
We have visited several lovely gardens in the area but still have much to explore. 
 

We start a guides’ course at the Cathedral in January but are door keepers, man the 
information desk, Sue arranges flowers and helps in the library whilst John is on the rotas for 
intercessions and readings.  To get ahead of the game we have been on about twenty guided 
tours, so already know quite a lot about the Cathedral and its history. 
 

We are in walking distance of the city centre and also close to Chichester’s world famous 
Festival Theatre from which we can walk home after performances, as we can from the local 
community cinema which has such a varied programme you could go to see something 
different several times a week.  In addition to that we have joined the twinning society with 
Ravenna in Italy, The Chichester Society, The local U3A, the friends of the local art gallery and 
several other organisations.  John has joined the camera club which, in addition to the weekly 
meeting, has a number of groups and Sue is in the W.I. and a couple of book groups. 
 

House wise we have just had a new kitchen which involved enlarging a window.  The work 
should have been done in June but when our builder’s wife was diagnosed with terminal 
cancer he understandably pulled out and we were back to square one!  We have also had quite 
a bit of tree work done in the garden in which we inherited fifteen trees, far too many for a 
small town garden. 
 

Exhausted? So are we! Have a lovely Christmas. 

John and Sue Marsh 
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 Parish Share: An update to parishes (extract) 
 
December 2019  
From the Revd David Dadswell, Diocesan Secretary  
 
We are in a period of uncertainty, in our politics as a nation, in our leadership of the Church 
in our diocese, and also in our financial sustainability as an organisation. We are preparing 
for change, and expectations are that this will be difficult but necessary to safeguard our 
future in faith.  
 
Ann Treacy, the Director of Finance, and I have recently led a team of trustees and senior 
staff around the diocese to meet representatives from every benefice, to discuss our 
challenges and the difficulty which is being felt by you in increasing contributions for parish 
share. These meetings have generally been well attended and received, with a feeling of 
gratitude that the central team is listening to people’s concerns… 
 
We recognise the feelings of fear and in some cases anger, about the prospect of paying 
more in parish share when congregations are small and budgets are tight. We would ask 
that you consider some of the additional support we are able to offer through our central 
services…  
 
The hard truth is that we are facing a cliff edge in terms of our finances where even our 
historic assets will no longer be able to provide the cushion we have become reliant on. By 
the end of November, we had collected nearly £70,000 less than we had at this point last 
year. Although we are doing well in terms of expenditure which is lower in a number of 
areas than budget, the gap between income and expenditure is still too big.  
 
Myth Busters  
At the parish share meetings, we heard many assumptions about finance across the 
diocese. Some of these were correct, but some were myths that need busting. So here we 
go with a few of them.  
 
But Lincolnshire is poor, we don’t have the money for Parish share!  
The Diocese of Lincoln is ranked 12th out of 40 Dioceses in terms of % of population living 
in the poorest parishes nationally. So whilst areas of the diocese are deprived, as a diocese 
we are not the poorest. In fact, levels of pensioner poverty are lower than the national 
average at 17%, compared to 19%.  
 
Too many vicarages are left vacant for years.  
We do have a few more vicarages than we need at any one time for priests. We have 
reduced the number of surplus houses and are getting much more efficient at renting out 
those we need to keep, when they become vacant. Some vicarages are left empty to be 
ready for a new priest coming. If nobody applies for the post or none of those who apply is 
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appointed, the vicarage is left empty as the process is repeated in the hope a good 
candidate will be found. Sometimes this happens two or three times.  
 

People will pay towards the building but not towards running costs and parish share.  
A significant way forward is to see donors in different groups. It may be that people in your 
town or village don’t see themselves (yet!) as part of the worshipping community but want 
the church at the heart of the community to be maintained…  
 

We need to keep our reserves just in case…  
Some parishes have no reserves; some are digging into their reserves to pay current bills 
like insurance or parish share; but some parishes have massive reserves. In 2017 the 
average reserves for Church of England was 20.3 months. In this diocese it was 38.6! This is 
not limited to a few parishes with, e.g., big legacies. In 2017 61% of parishes had more than 
12 months more than the national average. This is a consistent pattern and could mean we 
need to be looking at releasing our resources more generously.  
 

Why can’t we get together as the church to buy services in bulk at a cheaper rate?  
We can and do. The national church runs a scheme called the Parish Buying Scheme 
(www.parishbuying.org.uk) which negotiates competitive prices with suppliers across a 
range of different contracts. It includes energy, office supplies, building work, furniture, 
church supplies and so on and offers good buying guides on insurance (which it is not 
possible to buy en masse). 
 
 

 New Beginnings 
 
The New Year brings new beginnings and this year you may be 
interested in one of the courses which the Rev Mark is offering.  One course, 'Resolve', is a 
'four week course exploring what it means to enact positive change in your life'.  If you 
think that you might be interested in attending, or wish to know further details, Mark 
would be pleased to hear from you.  (Tel. 01778 217366) 
 

A second course is for those who are considering Confirmation or 
who are 'just interested in exploring the basics of their faith'. 
 

Please do feel free to contact the Rev. Mark if you think that either 
of these courses would be helpful. 
 

Also looking ahead, Rev Mark is to begin a new series of Sunday evening services starting in 
February, a “taster” for which we had in December with the “Blue Christmas” Service on 
the 15th.  Further details are already ‘emerging’ and will follow in next month’s magazine. 
Please note that that on the third Sunday of this month there will be a combined evening 
service at St Guthlac’s Church to mark the beginning of the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity. 
 

John 
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 Saying Yes to Life 
 

The Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent Book 2020 
 
 
Saying Yes to Life (Ruth Valerio; SPCK) was commissioned by Archbishop Justin and is his 
chosen book for Lent 2020. 
  
It imaginatively connects the days of creation with today’s ethical, environmental and social 
concerns.  It lifts us from our daily lives, to issues which impact millions around the world.  
As people made in the image of God, we are entrusted to look after what God has made 
and to share in the joy and creativity of God, who sees his creation and names it good. 
 
Asked to produce something theological in depth and global in scope, Ruth’s book is 
reflective and practical while also a stirring call to action and contemplation.  Archbishop 
Justin says ‘Ruth Valerio’s book is perfect for individuals and groups to think, reflect, pray 
and be challenged together’.  Each chapter contains prayers and discussion questions to be 
used by groups meeting in Lent, with additional study resources and interviews available via 
a dedicated website. 
 

Complementing this book, the Church of England has 
developed a “#LiveLent Care for God’s Creation 
campaign” on social media.  For the first time, the Lent 
book and digital campaign support each other, with 
emails, apps, web links and booklets for both adults and 
children that contain daily bite-sized reflections and 
actions.  We can all join in! 
 
To mark Lent, the next free Eco Church Workshop, ‘A 
Church for our Planet’, will take place on Saturday, 21st 
March 2020 (10am–4pm) at the church hall of St John the 
Evangelist Church in Brigg (DN20 8JE).  Booking is 
available via Eventbrite (a link is available at 
https://www.lincoln.anglican.org/news/saying-yes-to-life-
lent-2020 ), or please contact Sarah Spencer, Discipleship 
in the World Officer, on 01522 50 40 75 for more details. 
 

 
For more on “#EverydayFaith”, please see https://www.churchofengland.org/everydayfaith  
  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/a-church-for-our-planet-a-free-practical-intro-to-ecochurch-with-workshops-tickets-83902415383?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.lincoln.anglican.org/news/saying-yes-to-life-lent-2020
https://www.lincoln.anglican.org/news/saying-yes-to-life-lent-2020
https://www.churchofengland.org/everydayfaith
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    Servers 

 9:00am 10:00am 6:00pm 

5th Geoff Paul John 

12th - Chris & Simon - 

19th - John & Chris - 

26th - Simon & NIck  

Feb 2nd Geoff Paul John 

 
 
    Sidesmen 

January 5th B Liz Bridgeman, Chris Pearce & Ann Meekings 

12th C Tim Hitchbourn & Christine Masters 

19th D Trevor Harwood & Kim Hallam 

26th E Juliet Mills, Margaret Flegg & James Forrester 

February 2nd F Val Wilde & Margaret Merchant 

 
 
 
  

Readings and Readers for January 
 1st Reading 1st Reader 2nd Reading 2nd Reader Gospel 

5th 

EPIPHANY  (The Second Sunday of Christmas) 

9.00 
am 

Isaiah 60: 
1-6 

John 
Worthington 

Ephesians 3: 
1-12 

Victoria 
Worthington 

Matthew 2: 
1-12 

10.00 
am 

Matthew 2: 
1-12 

Lisa 
Goodchild 

First Sunday Praise with Communion 

12th 

PLOUGH SUNDAY (First Sunday of Epiphany) 

10.00 
am 

Isaiah 42: 
1-9 

Jo Astle 
Acts 10: 
34-43 

Joy 
Cunningham 

Matthew 3: 
13-end 

19th 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 

10.00 
am 

Isaiah 55: 
6-11 

Tony 
Masters 

1 Corinthians 9: 
6-14 

Adrian 
Hallam 

Matthew 6: 
25-34 

26th 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 

10.00 
am 

Isaiah 9: 
1-4 

Ann Bennett 
1 Corinthians 1: 

10-18 
Barry Fisher 

Matthew 4: 
12-23 

Feb 
2nd 

PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE (Candlemas) 

10.00 
am 

Malachi 3: 
1-5 

Niccy Fisher 
Hebrews 2: 

14-end 
Martin 
Fisher 

Luke 2: 
22-40 
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    Intercessions 
 9:00 am 10:00 am 

January 5th Mark Nick Drewett 

12th - Niccy Fisher 

19th - Bet Washbrooke 

26th - Tony Masters 

Feb 2nd Mark Jo Astle 

 
 
 
    Bread and Wine                 Coffee 

January 5th (9am) John & Victoria Worthington Val Wilde & Margaret Merchant 
12th Caroline Herron & Linda Sellars Liz Spratley & Linda Sellars 
19th Val Wilde & Margaret Merchant Lin Witherington & Joan Dyke 
26th Tony & Christine Masters Tony & Christine Masters 

Feb 2nd John & Linda Sellars Jan & Tanwen Fisk 
 
 
 
   Flowers         Cleaning 

   
Dec 30th- Jan 12th 

 
Jan & Tanwen Fisk 5th Christmas Flowers 

12th Mrs E Day  
Jan 13th -26th 

 
John & Linda Sellars 19th Mrs C Masters 

26th Mrs M Flegg  
Jan 27th – Feb 9th 

Josie Waghorn & Joy 
Cunningham Feb 2nd Mrs J Dyke 

 
 

 

 Plastic milk bottle tops 
 
I am collecting coloured plastic milk bottle tops to raise funds for 
Cransley Hospice in Kettering.  If any members of the 
congregation will collect these for me l will be very grateful.  
They can be handed to me at meetings of Ladies' Fellowship or 
dropped off at 3, Church Street, DSJ. 
 
Many thanks, 
 

Jill Gibb 
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 Wordsearch 
 

You will see from this month’s calendar that on 25th January the conversion of St. Paul is 
remembered.  We hope you enjoy our little wordseach below.  To add to the excitement we 
are offering a small prize of £3 for the first correct solution to reach us after January 15th! 


