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From the Curate 
 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

It's always strange having to write a letter well ahead of time. To get the magazine to you 
before the month begins means that I find I'm writing 'Happy New 
Year' before I've had the chance to wish all of you 'Merry 
Christmas' ! 
 
Once the rush to get everything ready for the festivities is over, 
the time between Christmas and the New Year is always one with 
special moments of contemplation. It is a time to look back and 
mull over what has gone well and what could have been done 
better...new friendships made, but also those whom we have 
loved but who have now passed to a greater light whom we 
remember with thanksgiving. 
 
This year we are immediately drawn into the challenges of the next four months or so...to 
living with the works which will be taking place to renew the south aisle roof...and to finding 
the extra funds needed to pay for them. God is good and we trust him to show us the way. 
How little any inconvenience we suffer will be compared with those faced by thousands of 
refugees from war torn Syria or those in Cumbria whose homes and businesses have been 
flooded for the third time in recent weeks. The PCC voted not to send Christmas cards this 
year to those they see on a regular basis; this raised £165 for Christian Aid which will be 
doubled by the government. This will be a further way of bringing some good cheer to 
those truly in need. 
 
Our first service of the New Year is Epiphany ( kept on Sunday 3rd rather than 6th January). 
The wise men who were drawn to Jesus to worship him would, after their momentous 
journey, returned to familiar surroundings but also to a new beginning, changed by their 
meeting with the Prince of peace. May his peace be with you all throughout the coming 
year. 
 
With every blessing for Christmas and the New Year,   
 
 

Revd  Sonia Marshall 
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In this Month’s Priory News … 
 
 
 

Dear All, 
 

A Happy New Year 
to all our readers!   
 

Now for the excuses:  We are sorry to be late 
with this month’s issue but firstly we have been 
waiting for items to include and even given that, 
understandably, people were probably busy with 
Christmas preparations during the latter part of 
December, there have been rather fewer 
submissions than usual.  Secondly, we have to 
confess that we too were busy with with our 
own preparations and the additional 
commitments at church so that we are now well 
into the beginning of the month. 
 

So, our thanks go to those who have submitted 
articles and I’m afraid we start the new year with 
a slight rebuke and a heart-felt request:  this is 
your magazine, so please, please send us your 
articles in good time for future issues.   
 

One new item this year, however, comes from no less a person than Santa himself and he 
even included a selfie (actually, it’s not; one of the elves must have been holding the 
camera).  Nevertheless, thank you, Santa. 
 

We also try to feature photos which you send in, including the ones which appear on the 
front cover, and this month we show one which Chris Halley captured on December 20th as 
early as 4.22pm (assuming his iClock is correct!).   

John 

 

Were you expecting cold turkey?  Not from 
Margaret but she comes up with something equally 
as mouthwatering. 

On the front cover this month “Moon over Priory 
Church” kindly submitted by Chris Halley. 
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Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them 
coming. Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be 
accompanied by authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We 
will not publish the names of children pictured unless specifically requested 
to do so by their parents or guardians. 
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860      priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
Please let us have your contributions for the February edition of Priory News BEFORE 
the deadline of Friday 22nd. January. Thank you. 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Reports and News 
 

 Children's Church - Christmas Party 
 

On Sunday 13th December 43 children and plenty 
of their parents enjoyed a lovely Christmas Party in 
the Church Hall which was decorated floor to 
ceiling with balloons!  By 10am Mark Turner’s 
disco was in full swing and the traditional games of 
musical statues and musical bumps entertained all.   
There was great excitement in the Hall when Santa 
joined us at 11am handing out a gift for everyone.   
Santa was full of wise words – going to bed early 
and going to sleep on Christmas Eve sounded good 
advice to the parents! 
 

Thanks to the kindness and generosity of the 
congregation the children enjoyed a fantastic party 
lunch with lots of lovely treats; at one point the 
Dads looked anxiously on to see if there were 
going to be any leftovers – there was plenty for all! 
 
 
 

After lunch we played pass the parcel and many 
children were lucky enough to win the much 
prized antlers, Santa hats, flashing badges etc.  
After a bit more dancing a final treat, the arrival of 
the Frognall Donkeys for rides around the 

churchyard to round off a lovely morning.  Many thanks to the Fisk family for bringing the 
donkeys along and to everyone who helped to make the party a success. 
 

 Children's Messy Advent  
 

On Sunday 29th December we welcomed 
our regular gang and some visitors to the 
Church Hall to enjoy an advent activities 
craft session.  A lovely time was had by all 
and the children came away with boxes 
groaning with festive goodies such as 
cards, decorations for the tree, gift bags 
and a beautiful nativity stained glass 
window each which they painted.   
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I doubt very much that the 
"marshmallow snowmen" lasted very 
long and the "candy cane reindeer" 
were popular too.  A big thank you to 
everyone who helped with the 
morning, in particular the Ironside 
teenagers and their friends who 
came en masse as usual to assist.  A 
happy and enjoyable start to the 
festive season.    

Lisa 

 Christingle Service  
 

Visitors to the Church this Christmas were met with an 
oversized Christingle in the shape of the font!  Thanks to 
the creativity of Jill Ironside and Jan Fisk the font really did 
look lovely as a visual representation of the Christingle 
orange, symbolising the gifts, the sacrifice and the light of 
the world.  A beautiful feature to enjoy, many visitors 
commented and took photographs. 
 
Over 150 visitors to the Church enjoyed the Christingle 
service this year, including children from Deeping St James 
and Linchfield Schools and the local Scouting groups.  As 
ever the Church looked magical lit by candle light and was 
invigorated by the shouting of “hurrah” and “boo” as Revd 
Sue read the story of Jesus’ birth.  Thanks to Philip for playing the organ, we really enjoyed 
the hymns ‘Little Donkey’, ‘Shine Jesus Shine’ and ‘The Christingle Carol’.  Our Rose Queen, 
Erin Fisk, beautifully sang the first verse of ‘Away in a Manager’ solo when the Christingles 
were lit and was then followed by the congregation creating the usual magical atmosphere 
of song by candlelight. 

 
Sue concluded the service 
by welcomed all present to 
the other services over 
Christmas.  Thank you to 
everyone who helped 
make the Christingle 
oranges on the previous 
Friday night, in particular 
Jan Fisk and Joy 
Cunningham for all their 
help with the 
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preparations, and a special thank you to our Rose Queen, Erin and her attendants Erin and 
Freya for collecting the donations in aid of The Children’s Society and distributing the 
oranges during the service.  Well done everyone, another lovely Christingle. 
 

Lisa  

 

 The Christmas Tree 
 
Thank you to Mr Trow, Headteacher at The Deepings 
School, for allowing us to use the beautiful tree and 
loan of lights and decorations.  Thanks also to the 
School Site Manager, David Blessett, and Trevor 
Harwood for their usual assistance in moving it from 
School to Church for the whole community to enjoy 
over Christmas.   

Lisa  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 News from the Tower  
 

We had our Christmas ringing at West Deeping on the morning of 
12th December with nine people turning up for the occasion.  We 
then retired to The Baskervilles in Baston where seven of us had a 
very nice lunch.  
We hope you all had a very enjoyable Christmas and wish you all 
Good Luck for 2016.        

Mike Gentle 

 

 Plough Supper 
 

Following the evening service on January 10th the traditional Plough Supper will be held in 
the Church Hall.  As you read this you may still be in time to sign up on the list at the back 
of church but hurry - numbers are required before the event for catering purposes. 
 
Advance notice:  The annual Pancake Party will take place on Tuesday, 9th. February.  
Please put this date in your diary now. 
 

Bill & Margaret 
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 Mission Matters 
 

Mission Matters are back this year with a programme of events  which we hope you will 
support with as much enthusiasm as you have done in previous years.  In April we shall be 
holding a ‘Quiz Night‘, so please make a note of the date….April 23rd  
 
Please keep a little time free for visiting the Priory Church sometime during the weekend 
of June 11th and 12th.   We shall be hosting a new event for the Priory, details of which will 
appear in the March edition of Priory News.  
 
On July 9th we shall be holding another Music and Poetry Evening at Cranmore Farmhouse, 
so we shall be looking for both audience and participants.  
 
Our St James’ Day Hog Roast takes place on July 24th – do keep your diaries free as this is a 
very popular event.   
 
In October we are lucky that Revd. Sonia has agreed to give another talk. This year she will 
talk on the history of local place names. This will hopefully take place on October 16th but 
this date will be confirmed. Sonia’s talks have always been very enjoyable and well 
supported, and we hope that this year will be no exception. 

Victoria 

 Kneelers 
 
The Sunday School children would like to help make some kneelers for use during the 
family services.  They will be similar to the ones in the main aisle which were made almost 
30 years ago - a project that was undertaken by the MU at the time. 
 
To help the children and also to keep costs down, if you have any ARAN wool that you no 
longer need we would be very pleased to receive it. Please give anything you may have, or 
you may even wish to just contribute to the cost of the wool, to either Liz Spratley or 
Penny Hebblewhite.  Thank you 

Liz Spratley 

 

 New Year Greetings 
 
To the Priory News Team who deliver to their readers.  Your help is much appreciated. 
Thank you. 
 

 .... and .... 
 

A Happy New Year to those who keep the church brasses shining - thank you. 
 

Doris Bellairs. 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR JANUARY 2016 
 

1st Friday  The Naming and Circumcision of Jesus 
 

2nd Saturday Basil the Great & Gregory of Nazianzus, Bishops, Teachers, 379 & 
389 
 

3rd SUNDAY EPIPHANY (transferred)   (Second Sunday of Christmas) 

   9:00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:00 am Family Service 
 
6th Wednesday THE EPIPHANY  (transferred to Sunday, Jan 3rd.) 
   2:00 pm  Hymns  at Braeburn Lodge led by Revd Linda Elliott 
 
7th  Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion 
   10:30 am Home Communions 
   7:45 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: First Responders   
 

8th Friday  Practice Night: 
   6:45 pm  Choir 
   7:30 pm   Ringers 
 

10th SUNDAY BAPTISM OF CHRIST  (The First Sunday of Epiphany)  

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
   6:00 pm  Plough Service (followed by Plough Supper) 
 

12th Tuesday Aelred of Hexham, Abbot of Rievaulx, 1167 
   9:00 am  Deanery Clergy Chapter at Gosberton 
 

13th Wednesday Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers, Teacher, 367 
 

14th  Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion 
 

15th Friday  Practice Night: 
   6:45 pm  Choir  
   7:30 pm   Ringers 
 

17th SUNDAY SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 

   10:00 am Family Communion 
 

18th Monday Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins 
 
19th Tuesday Wulfstan, Bishop of Worcester, 1095 
 

21st Thursday Agnes, Child Martyr at Rome, 304 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion 
   7:45 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Leprosy 
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22nd Friday  Practice Night: 
   6:45 pm  Choir 
   7:30 pm   Ringers 
 

24th SUNDAY THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 

25th Monday THE CONVERSION OF PAUL 
 

26th Tuesday Timothy and Titus, Companions of Paul 
 
27th Wednesday 7:30 pm  PCC  meeting preceded by Communion at 7:15 pm 
 

28th Thursday Thomas Aquinas, Priest, Philosopher, Teacher, 1274 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion 
 

29th Friday  Practice Night: 
   6:45 pm  Choir 
   7:30 pm   Ringers 
 

30th Saturday Charles, King and Martyr, 1649 
 

31st SUNDAY FOURTH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY  (Candlemas) 

   9:00 am  Said Communion 
   10:00 am Baptism Reunion Service for Candlemas 
 

February 2016 
 

2nd Tuesday PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE (Transferred to Jan 31st.) 
 

3rd Wednesday Anksar, Archbishop of Hamburg, Missionary in Denmark & Sweden, 
865 

   2:00 pm  Hymns  at Braeburn Lodge led by Revd Linda Elliott 
 
4th Thursday Gilbert of Sempringham, Founder of the Gilbertine Order, 1189 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion 
   10:30 am Home Communions 
   7:45 pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Suffragettes 
 
5th Friday  Agatha, Martyr at Catania, 251 
   Practice Night: 
   6:45 pm  Choir 
   7:30 pm   Ringers 
    
 



10 
 

 
Registers for November 

 
Baptisms:  We welcome into the Lord’s Family: 
1st Edie Layton Austin 
 Freddie William Dean Cowley 
 
Funerals:  We  commend to God’s keeping: 
18th Peter Greenall 
 

  

Cooking with Margaret 
 

Chicken in White Wine 
Ingredients: 
 
100g Lean Bacon, rinded and 
diced 
450g Button onions, skinned 
225g Button Mushrooms 
6 Boneless Chicken thighs 
50g Plain Flour 
salt & Pepper 
25g Butter 
30ml Vegetable Oil 
300ml Dry White Wine 
300ml Chicken Stock 
1 Garlic clove, skinned and 
crushed 
Sprigs of fresh thyme, or 2-5ml 
dried 
2 Bay leaves 
Chopped fresh parsley to garnish. 
 
(Serves 6) 

Method: 
 

Fry the bacon in its own fat in a large frying pan until it 
starts to brown. Add the onions and fry until browned, 
then add the mushrooms and fry for a further 2 
minutes. Transfer to a flame proof casserole dish with 
a slotted spoon.  
 
Coat the chicken joints with the flour, seasoned with 
salt and pepper. Heat the butter and oil in the frying 
pan, add the chicken and fry until browned all over. 
Transfer the chicken to the casserole dish. 
 
Gradually stir in the white wine into the frying pan. 
Bring to the boil, scraping any sediment from the 
bottom of the pan, then pour over the chicken joints. 
Add the chicken stock, garlic, herbs and seasoning to 
taste to the frying pan. Bring to the boil then pour over 
the chicken.  
 
Cover and cook in the oven at 170 C, Gas mark 3 for 1 
hour until the chicken is tender. Skim off any fat from 
the cooking liquid. Garnish with parsley. 
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 Looking Ahead 
 

Don’t forget:  This year's Priory Players’ pantomime on Friday and Saturday, January 22nd. 
and 23rd. is Beauty and the Beast, with a cast of 60 children who have been preparing at 
rehearsals since last September.  Helena Gamman is performing the lead role of Belle and 
James Jessop will perform the Beast.  Set in the French village of "Franglais-Sur-Mer", the 
pantomime will take you on a journey through the Fearsome Forest and onto the 
Enchanted Castle!   This is a modern, fast-paced pantomime guaranteed to please all ages.  
Tickets are just £5 for the Friday night performance and £8 (£6 concessions) for both the 
matinee and evening performances on Saturday. 

 
Further details can be found on the poster or can be obtained from Lisa Goodchild 
(lisagoodchild388@btinternet.com or 01778 342388). 

 

 

 A note from Father Christmas 
 

Ho! Ho! Ho!   I trust you all got your gifts at Christmas and that 
Rudolf stopped at the right houses!  Have a Happy New Year! 
 

Father Christmas. 

 

 Christmas Memories 

When I was a child in the 1920s there were lots of preparations for Christmas just as there are 
today but they were rather different.  Everyone worked hard for long hours and Christmas was 
anticipated as a religious festival as well as a holiday break with the prospect of plenty to eat and 
drink and most likely the only party of the year. 
 
Housewives looked out the time honoured recipes and collected the ingredients from the limited 
range of the village shop but the cakes, puddings and mincemeat they made were always superb. 
 
Three months before Christmas interesting objects were placed in the shop windows, Mr Bollons 
who kept the shop now (sic) owned by Mr Graham Walker, displayed vases, glass dishes, cruets, 
dressing table sets and such like, while all kinds of children’s books, annuals and toys were on 
show in the shop.  Mr George Knowles in Eastgate handed round the leaflet offering fancy tins of 
sweets and chocolates.  All these items were very moderately priced, perhaps from 1/- to 7/6d, 
but to make these purchases more possible, both gentlemen ran a Christmas Club enabling 
customers to pay by twelve instalments (12 pennies to the shilling in those days). 
 
However, money was scarce and most gifts were made at home.  Ladies would be furiously 
knitting jumpers, gloves and socks or sewing garments as presents for family members.  Making 

mailto:lisagoodchild388@btinternet.com
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clothes to dress a cheap doll was also popular, all the tiny garments easy to fasten and take off by 
the lucky child who received it. 
 
Children loved to make things like kettle holders, needle cases and mats for their mothers, trying 
to keep them secret until Christmas morning.  Father might be surprised with a painted carton full 
of spills to light his pipe.  Older girls might knit a scarf for him.  My father amazed us by boasting 
that he had knitted garters for his mother.  Apparently they were long strips of garter stitch which 
were would round the stockings below the knee. 
 
Everyone looked forward to the great festival, the children behaving well in the hope that Father 
Christmas would notice, and besides the usual apple, orange and sweets, would also leave a 
longed for toy in their stocking. 

Nancy Titman 

 Another breath of Freshe Ayre 
 
On December 6th. I was pleased to 
be present at the seasonal 
concert, “In Dulci Jubilo”, given by 
Freshe Ayre.  We have come to 
expect an interesting, sometimes 
amusing, but always enjoyable 
evening whenever they perform 
and we were certainly not 
disappointed on this occasion.  
Their programme was varied and 
included something for everyone - 
we were even expected to join in 
singing some of the carols!  It was a pleasure to welcome back Bryan Jones and he was 
certainly in good voice with rousing renditions of songs such as, “Riu, riu, chiu, el lobo 
rabioso”, a 16th. century Spanish song about a wolf threatening to attack Mary.  Later, he 
led us in the singing of “The Boar’s Head Carol” which was clearly enjoyed as we had a 
second go as an encore!  My own particular favourite, however, was the beautiful recorder 
trio, “Joseph, lieber Joseph mein”. 
 
Once again the individual items on the programme  were ably introduced, this time by Jo 
Astle, as her husband, Philip, who usually acts in this capacity, was indisposed, although I 
did notice him in the audience. 
 
We had a wonderful afternoon which was suitably rounded off by tea and cakes, kindly 
organised by Margaret and Bill Flegg.  Our thanks go to Freshe Ayre, Margaret and Bill and 
also the audience. Proceeds from the concert were divided equally between Stronger 
Together, a local charity for the homeless in Peterborough, and our own South Aisle Roof 
Fund. 

Caroline  



13 
 

Rotas for January 
 

Servers 

 9:00 am 10:00 am 6:00 pm 

3rd Geoff Paul - 
10th - Simon & Nick John 

17th - Paul & Simon  
24th - Nick & John - 

31st - Simon & Paul - 
Feb 7th Geoff T.B.A. - 

 

Sidesmen 

3rd A Jane Thompson and Adrian Hallam 
10th B Ann Meakins and Shelagh Fisher 

17th C Tim Hitchborn and Cled Bennett 

24th D Trevor Harwood and Kim Hallam 
31st E Bill and Margaret Flegg, Liz Bridgeman 

Feb 7th  F Val Wilde, Doris Bellairs and Christine Masters 
 

Intercessions 

 9:00 am 10:00 am 

3rd Sonia M/Sue P TBA 
10th - Nick Drewett 

17th - Linda Elliott 
24th - Tony Masters 

31st - Niccy Fisher 

Feb 7th Sonia M/Sue P TBA 
 

Bread and Wine                Coffee 

3rd John & Linda Sellars Val Wilde & Doris Bellairs (10.00 am) 

10th Carole Mills & Joy Cunningham Ann Bennett & Penny Hebblewhite 
17th Doris Bellairs & Christine Masters John & Sue Marsh 

24th Christine Payne & Ann Meekings Liz Spratley & Linda Sellars 
31st Dick & Anthea Wray Lin Witherington & Joan Dyke 

27th Cledwyn & Ann Bennett Bill & Margaret Flegg 

Feb. 7th. John & Victoria Worthington Johanna Jones & Jill Ironside (10.00 am) 
 

Flowers  Cleaning Brasses  

3rd Christmas Flowers 4th - 17th   Josie Waghorn & Joy Cunningham 

10th Eileen Day  10th Christine Masters & Doris Bellairs 

17th Ann Taylor    

24th Christine Masters    

31st Margaret Flegg    

Feb 7th Doris Warner    
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Readings and Readers for January 
  1st Reading 1st Reader 2nd Reading 2nd Reader Gospel 

3rd 

EPIPHANY  (Second Sunday of Christmas) 

9:00 
am 

Isaiah 60: 
1-6 

Simon 
Marshall 

Ephesians 3: 
1-12 

John 
Worthington 

Matthew 2: 
1-12 

10:00 
am 

Matthew 2: 
1-12 

Matt 
Billyard 

 

10th 

BAPTISM OF CHRIST  (First Sunday of Epiphany) 

10:00 
am 

Isaiah 43: 
1-7 

Jacob 
Boswall 

Acts 8: 
14-17 

Liz 
Bridgeman 

Luke 3: 
15-17,21-22 

17th 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 

10:00 
am 

John 2: 
1-11 

-  

24th 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 

10:00 
am 

Nehemiah 8: 
1-3,5-6,8-10 

Caroline 
Herron 

1 Corinthians 12: 
12-31 

Cled 
Bennett 

Luke 4: 
14-21 

31st 

PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE (Candlemas) (Epiphany 4) 

10:00 
am 

Malachi 3: 
1-5 

Jane 
Thompson 

Hebrews 2: 
14-end 

Bill 
Flegg 

Luke 2: 
22-40 

Feb 
7th 

THE SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT 

9:00 
am 

Exodus 34: 
29-end 

Niccy 
Fisher 

2 Corinthans 3: 
12 -4.2 

Martin 
Fisher 

Luke 9: 
28-36 [37-43a] 

10:00 
am 

Luke 9: 
28-36 [37-43a] 

Hannah 
Foot 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Please note, there is no letter from the Bishop of Lincoln this month but now might be a 
good chance for you to visit the Lincoln Diocese website at www.lincoln.anglican.org/    
where you will find information about comings and goings, and other events in the 
Diocese. 
 
The latest edition of Crosslincs is now available at the back of Church. 

 

 

http://www.lincoln.anglican.org/
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The Cinnamon Trust Deeping St James 

 
The Cinnamon Trust is the national charity whose wonderful volunteers help people over 
retirement age and those in the latter stages of a terminal illness by offering all kinds of 
pet care.  We urgently need dog walking volunteers in Deeping St James for a local 
resident and their gorgeous 7 year old Jack Russell who would love to go for a good walk.  
If anyone would like to volunteer to help this dog we would be delighted to hear from 
them. 
 
What happens if illness, injury or just the fact that we all get older eventually affects our 
ability to look after our four legged companions?  A large number of elderly or ill pet 
owners become very worried about their ability to care for their pets, feeling that their 
only option is to rehome them, this is where our national network of dedicated volunteers 
step in to offer support enabling them to stay together. 
 
We’ll walk the dog for a housebound owner, we’ll foster pets when owners need hospital 
care, we’ll fetch the cat food, even clean out the bird cage or litter trays. 
We always need new volunteers so even if you can only spare an hour a week we would 
love to hear from you. 
 
Please call during office hours 01736 758707 email us at volunteer@cinnamon.org.uk  or 
check  out our website for more details www.cinnamon.org.uk  
 
Registered Charity No: 1134680 The Cinnamon Trust is a limited company registered in England and Wales. Registered Office: 10 Market Square, Hayle, 
Cornwall, TR27 4HE. Company Number 07004861 
 

 

http://www.cinnamon.org.uk/

