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Letter 
from the Curate 

 

 
 

Dear Friends,  
 

Last year’s ‘Bake Off’ was enjoyed by all and contributed greatly 
to after Church fellowship over coffee with many people staying 
longer after the service and joining in the fun, guessing who 
would be the week’s winner. 
 

Many people said they would welcome a return of this venture 
though some have expressed reservations at the consequent 
indulgence in cake and other goodies during the period of Lent.  
Well ‘ you can’t please all the people all the time’ as the saying 
goes but we will try to meet them half way.  Accordingly we are 
suggesting a Bake Off during the four Sundays of February before 
Lent begins on March 6th.  Again we have taken our themes from 
the Bible readings of the week.  All recipes can be found on the BBC ‘Food’ website.  Happy 
Baking! 
 

 Week 1 The Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Candlemas) 
 6 iced cupcakes with a small birthday candle on top 
 

 Week 2 The Fourth Sunday before Lent 1 Cor. 15:1-11 (Resurrection of Christ) 
 A Victoria sponge sandwich decorated if you wish with hearts for Valentine’s day 
 

 Week 3 The Third Sunday before Lent 1 Cor 15:12-20 (The first fruits) 
 A light fruit cake 
 

 Week. 4 The second Sunday before Lent Gen. 2:15-end (forbidden fruit) 
 A Dorset Apple traybake 
 

For Lent we are proposing some new ways of keeping the season including a Book Club.  
More details will follow next month so watch this space! Again we are bearing in mind 
comments that morning and evening alternatives are needed and that many have found it 
difficult to attend every session of a series through unavoidable commitments. 
 

Study and Leisure are all part of a balanced Christian way of life.  Whatever path you are 
following at the time may it be in the name of Christ and according to his will. 
 

With every blessing, 
 

 

Rev’d Sonia 
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In this Month’s Priory News … 
 
 

 
 
 

Dear All, 
 

As I write (Jan 28th), today is the closing date 
for applications for the post of Vicar in our 
parish and the PCC have plans in hand for 
showing prospective candidates around the 
parish prior to interviews.  Our prayer is that 
this time God will lead the person best suited 
to our spiritual and practical needs to apply 
and, in due course, to be appointed. 
 

On a less serious note, this year may be your 
last chance to enter a ‘Great Bake-Off’ if you 
rely on a wood-burning stove to bake your 
entries – by this time next year the new ‘Gove 
Law of Combustible Timber Emissions’ may 
be in place and the “Sugar Tax” is bound to 
include honey and jam by then so you might 
have to resort to using electricity produced 
from wood imported from China (at no 
additional cost, of course, to the carbon 
footprint resulting from transporting the 
timber to our shores!) and gas retrieved from 
deep beneath subsiding houses and once-familiar beauty spots.  O happy days and happy 
baking! 
 

John. 

 

Somehow last year I managed to miss 
Margaret’s recipe for a different style of 
pancake, so this month, as an apology to 
Margaret and many watering mouths it’s in! 

The snowdrops are already appearing in our 
gardens which reminded me of the lovely 
picture which John Marsh sent us a few years 
ago – sorry you’re not here to see it, John. 
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Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them 
coming. Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be 
accompanied by authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We 
will not publish the names of children pictured unless specifically requested to 
do so by their parents or guardians. 
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860      priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
Please let us have your contributions for the March issue of Priory News BEFORE 

the deadline of Monday 18th February. Thank you. 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Reports, News & Dates For Your Diary 
 

 Mission Matters 
  

Mission Matter plans are in limbo at present as we are waiting to hear a definite date for 
the re-opening of the hall.  At this time of year we would normally be advertising the Soup 
and Sandwich event.  We are still hoping to continue with this, but will have to give further 
details about arrangements in the March edition of Priory News.  
 
Similarly, the Music and Poetry Evening, as mentioned last month, has had to be 
postponed.  We shall definitely be holding this later in the year. 
  

 Poppy Sale 
 
Thanks to all those who bought poppies in November.  A total of £37.00 was raised.  
 

 Books for Sale 
 
The book stall will be open again on the first Sunday of the month, do come and have a 
browse.  All books and dvds are 50p. 

Victoria 

 

 Lighting the Spire 
 
As you know, we sometimes receive requests and donations for the church floodlights to be 
lit for a special occasion or in remembrance of a family member or friend.  Please speak to 
one of the churchwardens or to Rev Sonia if you are interested.  Alternatively, we hope to 
have forms at the back of church shortly on which you may make such a request. 
 
 

 Registers for December 
 

  
Baptisms: We welcome into the Lord’s Family: 

  

 2nd  Noah Nicholas Chapman 
 

 Funerals:  We commend to God’s Keeping: 
 

 5th  Alice Wall  
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 The Parish Library 
 
Don’t forget to make use of the Parish Library.  Please take some time over coffee to look at 
the extended selection on offer. You are free to borrow any of them but do please make a 
note of your name and what you have borrowed in the exercise book provided. 
 

Rev Sonia 

 

 Christmas Shoe Boxes and the Homeless 
 
Our grateful thanks to everyone who gave so generously of their time to put together such 
lovely gifts for children that would otherwise not have had anything. 
 
Also, the Homeless in Peterborough received many helpful, thoughtful gifts as Christmas 
gifts, which were distributed at their Christmas Dinner. 
 
The need is there unfortunately. all the year, round for warm clothing, bedding, shoes etc.  
Thank you also for your continued giving in this area too. 
God bless you. 

Pat Feek 

 

 Pre-Lent Bake Off 
 

As those of you who were at the 10am service on 27th January will know we will again be 
having a Bake Off.  Last year this proved to be very popular and made coffee after church a 
very entertaining time.  It was agreed that this year we would hold the bake off during the 
four Sundays in February (see Sonia’s letter for more details). 
 
Recipes will be available at the back of church so do please pick up a copy and join in. 
 

Caroline 

 

 Plough Lunch - Sunday 13th January 
 
This year's Plough Lunch raised a total of £96.00 for church funds.  Thank you to all those 
who attended and helped on the day. 

Margaret 
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 Some helpful advice for "Women with homes" 
 
The following are some extracts from the parish magazine of February, 1958: 
 

Monday's washing:  Dry socks together - To save line space when washing socks, 
pin with rustless safety pins three of four socks toe to welt of each other, and peg 
the top one only to the line, letting the others hang below. 
 

Tuesday's Sewing: When mending sheets and tablecloths, use an embroidery ring.  
This allows both hands to be free to pin a patch accurately and is much easier to 
handle when sewing. 
 

Thursday's cooking: An inverted colander placed over a frying pan cooking meat or 
fish allows steam to escape and permits food to brown, but prevents the grease 
from spluttering over. 
 

All good advice which I've always observed (!) and the magazine only cost 4d (1.6p in 
today's money).  More extracts to follow from time to time. 

 

Cooking with Margaret 
(From Snowy Yorkshire - 2018) 

Pancake Ribbons 
Ingredients 
 
 
2oz wholesale Flour  
2oz Plain Flour  
1 egg 
1/2 Pint of milk 
butter to cook pancakes. 
To Serve: 
1/4 Orange juice  
1 Orange zest only  
Orange liquor 
2 tablespoons 
Clear Honey 
 

Method 
 
1  Put flour in bowl, break in egg gradually,  
     add 1/2 milk and beat to give a creamy batter 
     stir in remaining milk. 
2  Heat a little butter in a 7 inch nonstick pan 
     when hot pour 3 tablespoons of batter into pan 
     tilting pan to cover base 
     cook until pancakes move freely 
     turn and cook until golden 
     make 8 pancakes stack them in pile 
     roll up and slice into 1/2inch ribbons. 
3  Place remaining ingredients into a saucepan. 
     bring to boil simmer for 1 minute. 
4  Divide ribbons between 4 heated plates and coat 
with sauce. 
Serve immediately. Enjoy. 
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 Saint of the Month: 15th February 
Thomas Bray (1656-1730) 

 
 
Not the vicar mentioned in the song, Thomas Bray was 
born in Shropshire and educated at Oswestry School 
and All Souls, Oxford.  In 1690 he became vicar of 
Sheldon.  When the colony of Maryland appealed for 
assistance in organising the Church there the Bishop of 
London chose Bray to help.  Bray sought out 
missionaries to go with him and also worked out a 
scheme to provide Christian libraries for the colonies.  
The scheme met with such success that he decided to 
promote it at home and some 80 libraries were 
established over the country. 
 

In 1698 Bray founded the Society for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge (SPCK).  In 1699 
he set sail for Maryland and despite a good reception there he found that his work was 
better continued from home.  In 1701 he founded the Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel (SPG), a separate society for foreign missions.  He also tried to promote the 
appointment of a bishop for New England but unfortunately was not successful. 
 
The SPCK is the oldest Anglican missionary organisation and today is the leading publisher 
of Christian books in the United Kingdom.  It was also influential in the setting up of Church 
Schools.  To the great regret of many, its bookshops, which had been set up in the 1930’s, 
closed down but its publishing activities continue, including the provision of free study 
literature for training colleges around the world, especially in Africa. 
 

Sonia 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR FEBUARY 2019 
 
1st Friday  5:30 pm Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm  Ringers’ practice 
 

3rd SUNDAY THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE  (Candlemas) 

   9:00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:00 am First Sunday Praise 
   6:00 pm  Choral Evensong 
 
4th Monday Gilbert of Sempringham, Founder of the Gilbertine Order, 1189 
 
5th Tuesday 2:00 pm  Holy Communion at Braeburn Lodge 
 
6th Wednesday 9:30 am Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 
7th Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:30 am Home Communions 
   2:00-4:00 pm Church Ladies' Fellowship: Keep Fit/Pilates 
       Sally Wormall  (NB: time of meeting) 
 
8th Friday  5:30 pm Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

10th SUNDAY FOURTH SUNDAY BEFORE LENT  

   9:50 am  Junior Church 
   10:00 am Sung Eucharist with Prayers for Healing 
12th Tuesday 9:00 am  Deanery Clergy Chapter at Deeping St Nicholas 
 
13th Wednesday 9:30 am Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 
14th Thursday Cyril and Methodius, Missionaries to the Slavs, 869 and 885 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
 
15th Friday  Thomas Bray, Priest, Founder of the SPCK and SPG, 1730 
   5:30 pm Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm  Ringers’ practice 
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17th SUNDAY THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 
20th Wednesday 9:30 am Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm PCC meeting preceded by Holy Communion at 7.00 pm 
   7:30 pm House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 
21st Thursday 9:30 am Holy Communion (said) 
   7:45 pm Church Ladies' Fellowship: "No Gain, no Pain UK" 
      (NB: change of programme) 
 
22nd Friday  5:30 pm Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm  Ringers’ practice 
 
23rd Saturday Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, Martyr, 155 
 

24th SUNDAY SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 
27th Wednesday George Herbert, Priest, Poet, 1633 
   9:30 am Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 
28th Thursday 9:30 am Holy Communion (said) 
 
March 2019 
 
1st Friday  David, Bishop of Menevia, Patron of Wales, 601 
   5:30 pm Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm  Ringers’ practice 
 
2nd Saturday Chad,  Abbot of Lastingham, Bishop of Lichfield, Missionary, 672 
 

3rd SUNDAY SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT 

   9:00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:00 am First Sunday Praise 
 
6th Wednesday ASH WEDNESDAY  
   9:30 am Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:30 pm Sung Eucharist with the Imposition of Ashes 
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 Monuments in the Priory Church: John Perkins (1802-1879) 
 
A monument over the cupboard in the baptistery commemorates the bequest of John 
Perkins to the Feoffees of Tyghes Charity in Deeping St James. 
 
John Perkins was born at Sheepskin Hall, the son of Daniel and Elizabeth Perkins. In 1833 he 
took over the business of maltster and coal and raff merchant from William Lawton at 
Welby House, Market Deeping. By 1842 he had completed building the nearby Granaries 
(now private flats) and became very wealthy owning, in addition Stamford House, Stamford 
Rd., Bank House in Market Deeping, and cottages in the High St and Market Place, Market 
Deeping, The George and Dragon and the Crown public houses in Deeping St James and a 
farm at Portland Rd., Crowland. He also had shareholding’s in various railway companies 
and the Market Deeping Gas and Coke Company, but was generous in his annual donations 
of coal to the poor at Christmas. 
 
John had married in 1858 Mary Griffin (aged 48) but his estate was inherited by his niece 
Eliza and her husband. Bequests from his estate were made to the trustees of charities of 
both Market Deeping (£800) and Deeping St James (£400), the interest from which, in the 
days before the National Health Service, was to be split between Stamford and 
Peterborough infirmaries. The bequest in respect of Deeping St James now forms part of 
the holdings of Deeping St James United Charities. 

Rev Sonia 

 
 

 The Bishop’s Letter 
 
You will know that on several occasions recently there has been no Bishoop's Letter in 
Priory News.  Following on from that, we have recently received notice from Revd Adrian 
Smith who is responsible for communications in the Diocese.  I quote: 
 

“I write to let you know that I have been advised that we will no longer be sending 
out letters from the bishops for possible publication in parish magazines.” 
 

The reason seems to be that there have been complaints from some editors that seasonal 
and topical subjects were arriving too late for magazines whose deadlines are early in the 
month and therefore could not be included at the appropriate time.  Revd Adrian and his 
colleague, Louise Brown, " will now be looking to supply possible content" for the future but 
it is not clear what format this may take.  We shall do our best to maintain what we hope is 
an interesting and informative magazine and may, perhaps, quote from earlier letters from 
time to time. 
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(It is almost four years since we ran our series in which 
people introduced themselves.  We are very grateful to 
Nickie and her family for their contribution this month.) 
 

Getting to know you ……… 
 
 

 
We are the Forresters - Simon, 
Nickie (me), James and Laura.   
 
We have lived in The Deepings for 
many years, I'm not saying how 
long as you'll then all know how 
ancient we are!  Simon was born in 
Durham and moved with his family 
to Deeping when he was 7.  I was 
born in Sheffield and moved with 
my family to Deeping when I was 3.  Both James and Laura have lived here all their lives. 
 
When I was in my teenage years, I was invited to attend a youth group that was run by the 
Deeping Baptist Church on Bridge Street, I really enjoyed the group and started attending 
Church on a regular basis learning more and more about the meaning of Christianity. I was 
baptised when I was 17 and the feeling of knowing someone (God) was always there for me 
was amazing, he has been a constant friend ever since. I helped run the Sunday School by 
preparing and teaching lessons, which was very rewarding. 
 
Simon and I have known each other for many years and were friends before we starting 
going out with each other.  Thanks to my strong belief I managed to get Simon to attend 
Church with me, and we started attending Park Road Baptist Church in Peterborough. 
Simon was Baptised there when he was 24, we were married there in 1995 and continued 
to attend until just after Laura was born when we found it extremely difficult to get up and 
out with 2 small children so early.  We tried several churches locally but none felt quite 
right, despite this we were still able to bring the children up with the understanding of 
Christian values and God's teachings. 
 
Simon is a residential care worker for Sense, looking after deaf blind residents, mainly 
working waking night shifts.  He has a very caring nature, has an amazing ability to 
communicate with people with disabilities and stays calm when faced with challenging 
behaviour (might explain how he puts up with us!). 
 
I am a secretary, before starting a family I worked for a firm of Solicitors as a legal secretary 
and when I returned to work after having James and Laura decided to try my hand in the 
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NHS.  I now run a team of secretaries within the Paediatric Department at Peterborough 
City Hospital which is very rewarding but also challenging.  I've been told that I run the 
team with military precision - not sure if that's good or bad, but it seems to work. 
 
Our faith was tested when James was 7 years old.  I'm sure all parents will understand, your 
worst nightmare is when your children are ill.  It was the first week of the summer holidays 
and James was displaying the symptoms of diabetes, a quick trip to the GP ended with a 
hospital admission and our world was turned upside down when James had a confirmed 
diagnosis of Type 1 Diabetes - the first in our family.  The Lord carried us through the 
turmoil of a new way of daily living of blood tests, carb counting and injections. 
 
James completed his A levels a couple of years ago and decided he didn't want to go to 
University - for me that was such a relief - the daily worries are bad enough without him 
being hundreds of miles away.  I'm sure some of you will have noticed James loves to dress 
smartly, so during 6th form he began working weekends at a menswear shop.   Since then 
he has been working in retail full time, and is currently working at Next in Queensgate, and 
takes after his dad in being a people-person, and has a natural ability for what he does. 
 
Laura is currently studying Health & Social Care at Stamford College and will be looking to 
go to University later this year where she would like to train to become a 
Dietitian/Nutritionist - I suppose having a brother with Diabetes means she has grown up 
with us constantly considering what we eat and how it affects us. 
 
During a recent holiday in Southwold we attended the local Church and found we enjoyed 
the service.  We had never attended a Church of England service before and decided that 
when we came home we would like to try a CofE church locally - that is when you began to 
see us in the congregation. 
 
Thank you for making us feel welcome and we look forward to continuing our weekly 
worship with you all. 

Nickie 

 

 

 A Trip to Windsor 
 
When Dorothea Price, Cecily Tribe and I were working on the Local History books we 
decided to have a day trip to Windsor, inviting Stewart Tribe and Alf Price to accompany us. 
 
Stewart was an Australian, small of stature but with a large personality, he talked to 
everyone, was mischievous and loved his little jokes. He kept promising us a surprise when 
we got to Windsor, but knowing Stewart, we didn’t think much about it. 
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The 2nd May 2004 was a bit dull but as we got nearer to our destination a watery sun 
appeared through the clouds and by the time we reached Windsor it was a perfect day of 
sun shine and blue skies. 
 
We wandered through the old railway station now changed into an arcade of modern 
shops, boutiques and flower stalls. 
 

As we ambled up the slope to the Castle Stewart went 
ahead and we were surprised to see him in earnest 
conversation with the tall policeman on duty at the Castle 
Arch. After much nodding and pointing Stewart beckoned 
us to follow him towards the entrance to St George’s 
Chapel. 
 
We were amazed to see a Verger at the door who was 
obviously waiting for us and then escorted us to our seats.  
Not just ordinary seats, they were the actual stalls of the 
Garter Knights. 
 
It was awesome to be in such an 
exalted place, for above our 
heads hung the banners of the 
present Garter Knights while at 

our backs were brass plagues naming the illustrious noblemen 
who had occupied the stalls in days gone by.   The seat cushions 
were embroidered with the Garter Star and motto and Cross of St 
George. 
 
These motifs were repeated in many ways throughout the Chapel.  The service was a 
glorious Sung Eucharist, beautiful, simple and uplifting.  The choir sang magnificently while 

the sun gleamed through the stained-glass windows on to the 
golden cope of the Dean. 
 
It was a privilege to be there and an experience to remember for 
ever.  Stewart was able to organise this fabulous surprise for us by 
virtue of his kinship to the Duke of Bedford. The outstanding and 
intrepid “Flying Duchess of Bedford” who was lost flying over the 
North Sea in 1937 was born Mary Tribe, a cousin of his grandfather. 

 

Nancy Titman 
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Readings and Readers for February 
 1st Reading 1st Reader 2nd Reading 2nd Reader Gospel 

3rd 

THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE (CANDLEMAS) 

9:00 
am 

Malachi 3: 
1-5 

Ann 
Bennett 

Hebrews 2: 
14-end 

Doris 
Bellairs 

Luke 2: 
22-40 

10:00 
am 

Luke 2: 
22-40 

Vicki 
Billyard 

First Sunday Praise 

10th 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 

10:00 
am 

Isaiah 6: 
1-8 

Adrian 
Hallam 

1 Corinthians 15: 
1-11 

Tony 
Masters 

Luke 5; 
1-11 

17th 

THE THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 

10:00 
am 

Jeremiah 17: 
5-10 

Jane 
Thompson 

1 Corinthians 15: 
12-20 

Victoria 
Worthington 

Luke 6: 
17-26 

24th 

THE SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 

10:00 
am 

Genesis 2: 
4b-9, 15-25 

Geoff 
Armstrong 

Revelation 4 
Caroline 
Herron 

Luke 8: 
22-25 

Mar 
3rd 

 

9:00 
am 

Exodus 34: 
29-35 

Simon 
Marshall 

2 Corinthians 3: 
12-4: 2 

Niccy 
Fisher 

Luke 9: 
28-36 

10:00 
am 

Luke 9: 
28-36 

Barry 
Fisher 

First Sunday Praise 

 
Servers 

 9:00am 10:00am 6:00pm 

3rd Geoff Paul  John 

10th - Simon & John - 

17th - Chris & Nick - 
24th - Simon & Chris - 

Feb 3rd Geoff Paul - 
 
Sidesmen 

3rd B Ann Meekings & Liz Bridgeman 

10th C Tim Hitchborn, Cled Bennett &Christine Masters 
17th D Trevor Harwood & Kim Hallam 

24th E Juliet Mills & Margaret Flegg 

March 3rd F Val Wilde & Doris Bellairs 
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Intercessions 

 9:00 am 10:00 am 
3rd Revd Sonia Jo 

10th - Tony Masters 
17th - Niccy Fisher 

24th - Bet Washbrooke 

March 3rd Revd Sonia Nick Drewett 
 
 
Bread and Wine                      Coffee 

3rd John and Victoria Worthington Johanna Jones & Jill Ironside 

10th Pat Feek & Doris Warner Tony & Christine Masters 

17th Ann & Cled Bennett Liz Spratley & Linda Sellars 
24th Caroline Herron & Linda Sellars John & Victoria Worthington 

Mar 3rd John & Linda Sellars Jan & Tanwen Fisk 
 
 
Flowers         Cleaning 

3rd Joan Dyke 
Feb 4th-17th 

Josie Waghorn & 
Joy Cunningham 10th Vacant 

17th Carole Mills 
Feb 18th-Mar 3rd Pat Feek 

24th Ann Taylor 

Mar 3rd Vacant Mar 4th-17th Catharine Boswall 

 
 
 
  

 

If you would like to 
advertise in 

Priory News please 
contact Victoria 

Worthington on 343860 
or the Editor at 

priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
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In the following extract from the same magazine of 1958 from which we quoted earlier, it is 
clear that the APCM was held slightly earlier in the year than now. (In 2019 it will be held on 
Monday, 15th April).  The extract is entitled "Vicarage Viewpoint" and was written by the 
then Vicar, Rev Urien Evans. 
 

"The Annual Church Meeting on February 25th should be a "Must" for all who 
have the welfare of the Church at heart.  There an account is made of the 
Trusteeship of those we have elected to guide our affairs in the past twelve 
months.  There, every penny given or raised is accounted for.  There the future is 
planned. 
 
"In York there is an old Museum.  It is made up in the form of a whole Street 
reproduced just as it was one hundred years ago.  The shop windows there are 
fascinating.  They give you the impression that our grandparents must have felt 
like millionaires whenever they had a penny in their pockets.  I remember gazing 
through the Candy Store window when I was last there.  I might have bought a 
pair of leather laces, a toffee apple, a bag of marbles, a butterscotch umbrella, a 
big card of assorted buttons and a roll of ten feet of liquorice for a penny!  But 
now;  why, last week in Stamford, a wet nosed urchin went into a shop before 
me.  He held up a grubby hand with a penny in it for some sweets.  The 
shopkeeper shook his head and said, "Nothing for a penny, sonny."  As I watched 
him the child went just outside the shop doorway, and holding his hand as high as 
he could, dropped the penny with a plop down the drain. 
 
"Well, I sympathised with him.  A penny will only do about one thing these days 
(and only that because it is too costly to change the locks!)  But what the little lad 
didn't realise was that two hundred and forty pennies make £1.  The youngster 
felt about his penny pretty much what most of us tend to feel about ourselves 
these days.  I often hear people say, "Well what can I do? I don't count for 
anything.  I just don't matter." It's easy to feel like that in our complex modern 
world.  Things are too big for us.  We don't see that we count for much in the 
community.  But that's where we make a big mistake.  Christ made it perfectly 
clear by everything that he said and did that every single one of us is equally 
important and valuable to God.  We may be only pennies, but you can't have 
pounds without pennies, anyway.  Every single penny in the Church Treasurer's 
thousand pound balance sheet counts for exactly the same as every other penny, 
and if there is a penny missing then he's in the red.  And once I begin to realise 
that I matter as much as that to God, then - never mind what anybody says - I 
know that my life is a very important affair, and I've got to make the best possible 
job of it, for God's sake." 
 

(". . . Church Treasurer's thousand pound balance sheet" . . . Eat your heart out, Simon!) 


