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A View from the Curate’s House 
 

 
 

You may have read in the papers recently about the amount of food that is wasted across the 
world.  The Sunday Times reported that between 30% and 50% of all food produced across the 
globe is wasted.  The report was based on analysis by the Institution of Mechanical Engineers, 
which estimates that 1.2 to 2billion tons of food never reaches a human stomach because of 
poor harvesting, improper storage and transportation; and in the West in particular, through 
general wastage.  In the developed world we demand perfect vegetables and fruit and we 
follow best before dates slavishly which results in misshapen food being thrown away before 
reaching the shelves in stores and we dispose of food from the fridge and cupboard based on a 
date stamp. 
 

The irony of all this is that there are millions of people starving in the world who could be fed if, 
globally, we supported the introduction of better farming techniques and better 
transportation.  A further irony is that here, today, in the Deepings there are families who are 
struggling to feed themselves.  As Churches Together we have recently listened to speakers 
from the Stamford Food Bank and from the organisation Christians Against Poverty.  Churches 
Together are now actively working with other individuals to set up a food bank for our 
community.  We are looking for suitable premises, which are suitable for both storing and 
distributing food items to needy families using a tried and tested system for assessing and 
verifying need.  The organisation Christians Against Poverty are already operating in the 
Deepings helping people to deal with their money issues and actively working with creditors to 
get the best deals for clients. 
 

I believe that as Christians we should be actively supporting these and other charities to help 
people in need.  You will perhaps be aware of the changes that are about to be introduced to 
the Welfare System, which I fear will result in more families reaching the stage where they 
cannot afford to feed themselves. Organisations in this area such as the Citizens Advice Bureau 
and schools are talking of children coming to school in the mornings without a breakfast and of 
parents going without food so that their children can eat or so that they can heat their homes. 
A key part of Christ’s mission was to help the poor and he often urged people such as 
Zacchaeus and the rich young ruler to give to the poor and we are called to do likewise.  I 
would ask you all, therefore, to pray for these two organisations that they might provide 
effective support to those in need in our community.  The most immediate need is for premises 
for the food bank so if you know of a suitable place, please tell Sonia or me. Can I also ask you 
to think and pray for guidance about how you could help; either practically, financially or 
through on-going prayer support?   
 

Every Blessing 
 

Rev Mark  

  



2 
 

Registers for December 2012 

 

Dates for your Diary 

 

It is time again for the Pancake Party which will be held on 
Tuesday 12th February at 7-00pm,  Everyone welcome 
 

Margaret Flegg 

 

Mission Matters 
 

 

The next knit and natter will be held on February 14th.  Currently we 
are knitting children’s jumpers.  All welcome.   
Patterns, wool and needles provided. 

 

Afternoon Tea    

 

Many thanks to all those who made cakes, who helped with, and attended this event.  A total of £204.10 will be 
forwarded to the Leprosy Mission. 
 

Victoria 

Women’s World Day of Prayer 

 
 'I was a stranger and you welcomed me' 

 
This year's service will take place on Friday March 

1st at 2pm at the  
Priory Church.  The speaker will be the Rev Joe Rogan from the Roman  

Catholic Church.   
 

This year the service has been prepared by the  
Christian women of France.  It is an ecumenical service and all are  

welcome to attend.   
 

As we are hosting the service,  if you would like to help, 
please see either Joy Cunningham or Liz Spratley. 

Baptisms: we welcome into the Lord’s 
family: 

 
16th  
30th  

 
Lily Darryl Makin 
Mia Emma Lawson 

 

House Group 

7:30pm Wednesdays 
at 45 Crowson Way, 

DSJ. 
All welcome! 
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Parish Directory 

Priest in Charge The Revd Janet Donaldson vicar@dsj.org.uk 

Curate The Revd Sonia Marshal l curate@dsj.org.uk 

Joint Curate with Market 
Deeping 

The Revd Mark Thomson revmarkthomson@stguthlacs.org.uk  

Churchwardens Liz Spratley churchwarden@dsj.org.uk 
 John Worthington  

Assistant Churchwarden Doris Bellairs 
 

 

Parochial Church Council   
Chairman The Revd Janet Donaldson  
Vice-Chairman Martin Jones  
Hon. Secretary Roger Bridgeman  

Hon. Treasurer Simon Marshall treasurer@dsj.org.uk 
Covenant Secretary Peter Wilde  
Electoral Roll Officer Kim Hallam  

Synod Members   
Diocesan Synod Canon Niccy Fisher  

Deanery Synod 

The above plus  
The Reverend Sonia Marshall  
Simon Marshall  

Choir Master John Worthington music@dsj.org.uk 

Organist Philip Spratley organist@dsj.org.uk 

Organisations   

Bellringers Richard Muspratt ringers@dsj.org.uk 
Church Hall Bookings Jo-Anne Thomson churchhall@dsj.org.uk 
Church Ladies’ Fellowship Anthea Wray  

Church Coffee Group 
Carole Mills  

Margaret Flegg  

Church Flowers 
Pauline Brooksbank  
Christine Masters  

House Group Doris Warner  
Rose & Sweet Pea Show TBA roseandsweetpea@dsj.org.uk 

Just People 
Ted Fisk 
Revd Janet Donaldson 

youth@dsj.org.uk 

Junior Church Andrea Gamman juniorchurch@dsj.org.uk 

Priory News   

Editors 
Caroline Herron 
John Worthington 

priorynews@dsj.org.uk 

Advertising John Marsh  
Printing John Worthington  
Distribution Doris Bellairs  
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In this Month’s Priory News … 
 

Dear All, 
 

We live in a time of change 
and I’m sure most of us 
wonder from time to time 
whether in some respects 
this is a good thing or a bad 
thing.  Personally, I don’t 

think that a parish magazine is the right place for 
propaganda, political or otherwise, but I’m sure that I am 
not alone in our church and parish in believing that to try to 
re-define the meaning of marriage is just one change too far 
and one, I hope, which is doomed to failure.  Rather less 
contentiously, though, how do you feel about Priory News?  
Do you have any bright ideas or suggestions for ways in 
which we could improve it?  Of course I may not be alone in 
feeling that it is just so good that any attempt to change it 
could only spoil it!  What we hope to achieve is something 
interesting, informative and readable but we are always 
open to suggestions and above all we need your articles, 
anecdotes and pictures.  We greatly value the input of our 
‘regulars’ but I wonder if there may be even more talent in 
the church than is presently reflected?  Go on then: send us 
your experiences of dog breeding, getting rid of slugs, sky 
diving, lacemaking, model making, shooting the rapids or 
whatever, but don’t forget – we are first and foremost a 
church magazine! 
 

Yours in anticipation (and shivering)   

   

John 

 

During Revd Janet’s absence please contact 
either Liz Spratley or John Worthington, in the 
first instance. 

We thank Mike Gentle for the cover 
photograph – which can be seen in its entirety 
later in the magazine. 

Clergy Duty Days: See above  Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, Sunday 
   Revd Sonia Monday, Tuesday, Thursday. Sunday  
Either can be available on a Friday 

From the Curate 1 
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Diary Dates 2 

Mission Matters 2 

Womens’ World Day of Prayer 2 

Directory  3 

In This Month’s Priory News 4 

Clergy Duty Days 4 
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Tales of 1920s 6 

Social Committee 8 
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Janet’s Jottings 10 

Books for Lent 10 

Christmas Flowers 11 

News from the Tower 11 

Quiz Answers 12 

Rotas 13 

Readers and Readings 14 

Fashion Show 15 

Letter  from the Bishop 16 

Thanks to those who have sent articles for Priory News. Please keep them 
coming – all are very welcome. NB: pictures containing recognisable 

children must be accompanied by authorisation to publish from their 
parents or guardians. We will not publish the names of children pictured 

unless specifically requested to do so by their parents or guardians. 
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 01778-343860 

priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
Please let us have your contributions for the March edition of Priory News 

BEFORE the deadline, Wednesday 20th February. Thank you for your help. 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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Church Calendar for February  

1st  Friday Practice night: 

  
6:45pm Choir 

  
7:30pm Ringers 

3rd  SUNDAY 

PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE (CANDLEMAS) 

9:00am Holy Communion (Common Worship: said) 

10:00am Family Service 

  
6:00pm Choral Evensong 

4th  Monday Gilbert of Sempringham, Founder of the Gilbertine Order, 1189 

6th  Wednesday Accession of Queen Elizabeth II, 1952 

7th  Thursday 9:30am Holy Communion 

  
10:30am Home Communions 

  
7:45pm Church Ladies’ Fellowship 

8th  Friday 

Practice Night: 

6:45pm Choir 

7:30pm Ringers 

10th 
SUNDAY THE SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT (TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY)  

 
10:00am Sung Eucharist  

12th  
Tuesday  9:00am Clergy Chapter at Gosberton 

 
7:30pm Pancake Party in the Church Hall 

13th  Wednesday 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

7:30pm Holy Communion with imposition of ashes 

14th  Thursday 
Cyril and Methodius, Missionaries to the Slavs, 869 and 885 

9:30am Holy Communion 

15th  Friday 

Practice Night: 

6:45pm Choir 

7:30pm Ringers 

17th  SUNDAY 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

10:00am Sung Eucharist 

21st  Thursday 9:30am Holy Communion 

  
7:45pm Church Ladies’ Fellowship 

22nd  Friday 

Practice Night: 

6:45pm Choir 

7:30pm Ringers 

23rd  Saturday Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, Martyr, 155 

24th  SUNDAY 
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

8:00am Holy Communion (said) 

  
10:00am Sung Eucharist 

27th  Wednesday George Herbert, Priest, Poet, 1633 
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28th  Thursday 9:30am Holy Communion 

March  

1st  Friday  

David, Bishop of Menevia, Patron of Wales, 601 

(Women’s World Day of Prayer) 

Practice Night: 

6:45pm Choir 

7:30pm Ringers 

2nd  Saturday  Chad, Bishop of Lichfield, Missionary, 672 

3rd   SUNDAY 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

9:00am Holy Communion (Common Worship: said) 

10:00am Family Service  

6:00pm Plainsong Evensong 
 

 

TALES OF THE 1920s 

  
Time travellers who had last seen Deeping St. James in the early 1920s' and returned today would 
see many changes but still much that would be easily recognisable.  
 
They would be impressed by the look of prosperity evident in the well maintained houses, 
pavements and roads, by the solid splendid footbridge over the High Locks replacing the rickety old 
one, but they would miss the white river rails that stretched in a friendly, imperfect way along the 
river bank. They would also wonder at another footbridge over the river while missing the long 
wall and the lime trees that once stood in front of the Manor, now replaced by large imposing 
houses.  
 
Who lives in the beautiful houses and who crosses the river? There are no people to be seen. 
Deeping is like a ghost town.  
 
The street scene of the 1920s' was alive with people who knew each other, caned out greetings 

and had time to talk. There were very few cars or telephones and 
most people walked everywhere. There were always tradesmen 
delivering their wares by horse and cart. There were six bakers in 
Deeping St. James, Oldhams, Mortons, Feneleys, Cheffings, Tomlins 
and Liewsleys, and their carts were of various designs. The new 
bread and buns were loaded in the back from which the rounds 
man would fill his large flat basket for the customer to make her 
choice.  
 
Milk was delivered in the milk float by Mr Les Ward from the 
Priory; Mr Howitt in Eastgate was not as well organised and was 
always late, earning for himself the nick name of "Midnight 
Milkman". The milkman carried the milk in a large can to the 
customer's door, dipped the appropriate measure into the can and 
poured the milk into the waiting jug or basin.  
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There were several small shops selling groceries, but the universal stores in Church Street was well 
patronised as well as the recently opened Co-op, which was very popular for its profit sharing 
scheme of Dividend. Their rounds man Mr Bowes had a superior covered cart and had a busy 
round. Meat was supplied by “Butcher Billy” Smith and 
Shuttleworths but there were also pork butchers like Mr Nurse and 
Mr Brockett whose shops were well patronised. Butchers made use 
of errand boys as well as delivery carts and they rode trade bicycles 
with large metal baskets in front for the orders. The boys usually 
wore striped aprons and whistled as they pedalled along. Grocer's 
apprentices also made their rounds on bikes, wore their caps at 
jaunty angles and had their pencil tucked behind the ear.  
 
Another vital commodity was coal. Several coal merchants made 
their rounds in the village. The coal had to be fetched from the coal 

yard at Deeping station, 
weighed out into 
hundredweight bags and 
humped on and off the cart by 
hand. It was a hard and dirty 
job. Oil lamps had to be cleaned and filled daily so paraffin was 
another necessity. It was delivered by Mr Holmes who came 
from Market Deeping. He was a slow elderly man and his horse 
and cart were steady too.  
Most goods came by train so the station wagon was another 
familiar vehicle in the street as the deliveries were made to the 
shops. Its loads varied from day to day but one was to bring 
the fresh fish from Grimsby for the fish and chip shops.  
 
The Post Office was then at No 14 Church Street which was 
also Morton’s shop and bakery. It was always busy as the Royal 
Mail kept communications open. The Postman took his job 

very seriously and was always on time. He rode his bicycle and made two deliveries each day.  
 
Mr Quartermain came round on Saturdays. He was a seedsman and market gardener. Besides 
vegetables he brought fruit, oranges, bananas and grapes and a, great treat, pomegranates.  
 
Several smallholders kept two or three cows to supply their families and neighbours with milk and 
to make butter. Often they had no water supply for the cows, so every day they would be driven 
along the road to drink at the nearest dipping in the river. All animals had to be moved on the 
hoof, so the street was often blocked by a flock of sheep or some bullocks being driven to new 
feeding grounds or to market.  
 
Other interesting people enlivened the village scene from time to time like Mr Harry Buck who sold 
rabbits which he hung along the tailboard of his pony cart. The rag and bone man came round 
every few weeks shouting for the housewives to bring out their worn out rags in exchange for a 
few pennies. The scissor grinder made his appearance at strategic times to sharpen knives and 
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garden tools on his mobile equipment. 
More exotic was the organ grinder 
turning the handle of his barrel organ 
while the little monkey in a red coat 
took the pennies from the children.  
 
Everything felt different on Sunday. 
There was a kind of Sabbath calm but 
there were still plenty of people about. 
They looked different too because they 
were wearing their Sunday clothes. 
Children off to Sunday School and 
grown ups to Church or Chapel With 

the sound of many hurried feet and quiet chatter of voices, the Catholic Xaverian brothers in their 
cassocks and their boy students took their constitutional walk around the Station, Brother Cyril, 
their Principal, bringing up the rear and graciously greeting anyone they met. Later, after Chapel, a 
group of soberly dressed Methodist elders walked steadily down the middle of the road, some with 
their hands behind them, as they escorted Mr Baxter and Mr Bailey to their homes in Eastgate. 
Much later, after the Bell closed, an inebriated gentleman came staggering into view, wobbling all 
over the road, too drunk to ride his bike and almost incapable of holding on to it.    
 
Many people took the opportunity of going for a Sunday walk along the many pleasant footpaths 
over the fields or by the river bank which was the chance to meet others and exchange family 
news.  
 
Time travellers, like ourselves, quickly realise that the Car, Television, Supermarkets and 
Computers dominate our lives, for better or worse!  
 

Nancy Titman  

 

Social Committee  

 

This year’s Plough Supper raised £34.00.  
 

Future Events:  

 
We shall be hosting the Lent Lunch on Saturday 9th March, 11:30am to 1:30pm,  
 
Students’ Cross pilgrimage will be on 25th March, 12noon to 3:00pm.  This will be held in the 
Church Hall. 
 
It is proposed to hold a Model Railway Weekend on 13th/14th April. 
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Cooking with Margaret 

Savoury Pancake Stack 

Ingredients: 
 
Pancake 
 
125g Plain Flour  

 

1 large Egg 

 
300ml Milk 
 
2 tbsp Sunflower Oil (for cooking.) 
 
Filling 
 
200g Thick Bacon, de-rinded and 
diced 
 
1 Onion, peeled and diced 
 
150g Cup Mushrooms, wiped and 
chopped 
 
Salt & pepper 
 
5 tbsp Chopped Parsley. 
 
Sauce 
 
40g Butter 
 
40g Plain Flour 
 
450ml Milk 
 
1tbsp Coarse grain Mustard 
 
50g Mature Cheddar Cheese. 

Method: 
 
1. To make the pancakes, put the flour into a large bowl 

then add the egg and half the milk. Mix well with a 
hand mixer until it is bubbly. Stir in the rest of the milk. 

 
2. Heat an 18-20cm shallow frying pan, add a few drops of 

oil and, when hot, pour in enough batter, tilting the 
pan, to coat the base evenly.  

 
3. Cook until the pancake browns underneath, then turn it 

over using a palette knife and cook for another half a 
minute. Slide the pancake onto a plate. Make 8 
pancakes, separating each with kitchen paper. Set 
aside, keeping warm. 

 
4.  Then make the filling. Heat a frying pan and fry the 

bacon and onion for 5 minutes. Add the mushrooms, 
cook for a further 5 minutes and season well. Pre-heat 
oven to 200°C/400°F/ Gas 6. 

 
5. For the sauce melt the butter in a small saucepan, add 

the flour and cook the paste for 1 minute. Gradually 
beat in the milk and bring to the boil, stirring to make a 
thick smooth sauce. Stir in the mustard and half the 
cheese. Then add half of the sauce to the mushroom 
mixture together with the chopped parsley. 

 
6. Place a pancake on a buttered ovenproof plate or 

baking sheet. Spread with some of the mushroom 
filling, then put another pancake on top and continue 
spreading and layering ending with a pancake on the 
top. Sprinkle the remaining cheese on the top. Cover 
loosely with foil. 

 
7. Bake for 10 minutes to heat through, then remove foil 

and then reheat for about 5 minutes until the cheese is 
brown. Reheat the sauce thinning if required by adding 
milk. Cut the stack into wedges pour over sauce and 
serve with freshly cooked vegetables. 
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Janet's Jottings 

 
 Electoral Roll of Church Members 
 
Every 6 years the Electoral Roll of Church Members is completely renewed and re-written.  
This year, 2013, is such a year.  Our Electoral Roll Officer is Kim Hallam, so in order to help 
her complete this revision we are commencing earlier than usual. 
 
Everyone who wants to come onto the Roll, or remain on it, will need to complete a form 
and give it to Kim by Sunday 17th March. 
 
Forms are available at the back of the Church 

 

 

BOOKS FOR LENT 

 
Once again publishers have produced a range of 
Lent Books suitable for all tastes and situations. 
There follows below a description of some of the 
titles new for 2013. All are available from Christian 
Books in Westgate, Peterborough. If anyone is 
unable to visit the store in person but would like 
to order a particular book I would be happy to 
fetch it for them. 

 

       Rev’d Sonia 

 
‘Abiding’ by Ben Quash (£9.99): Archbishop’s Lent Book. Substantial read showing how the 
concept is key to understanding our relationship with God and the Church 
 

Journeying with Jesus (£9.99):  Introduction to Stations of the Cross with contributions from 
John Sentamu, Sister Wendy Beckett, Vincent Nicholls and Ann Widdecombe. 
 

When you Pray (7.99): The Bible Reading Fellowship’s book. The Lord’s prayer in the context of 
New Testament teaching 
 

‘Friends, foes and Families by Judith Dimond (£7.99):Portraits of Bible characters whose 
relationships reflect common emotions and predicaments 
 

Lent is for Loving by Sheila Cassidy (£5.99): Lent as an acronym for how to live as a Christian 
today 
 

Reflections for lent (£3.99): Based on the Common Worship Lectionary, this follows on from 
the volume many of us used last year 
 

Love life, live Lent (£1.50); For children. How to change the world with one small action at a 
time. 
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Christmas Flowers 

 

Once again the Church looked lovely, thanks to all who helped in any 
way.  It will soon be Easter and once again we will be asking for 
donations.  It is early (this year) and comes after the Christmas 
Festivities with hardly a break.  Never mind; I am sure we will rise to the 
occasion. 
 
Thank you once again, 
 

Pauline and Christine. 

 
 

 

News from the 

Tower 

 

We have had our annual 

dinner on 18th January at “The Horseshoe Inn” 

Thurlby.  There were 24 ringers and their 

guests present, and a very pleasant evening 

was had by all, despite the extreme snowy 

weather we experienced on our journey there.  

 

Elizabeth has been ringing with us during her 

break from University, and has now returned 

to her studies 

and we wish 

her all the 

best. 

 

On the 14th of 

January we 

had our first 

snow fall this 

year, and some pictures have been enclosed 

that were taken from the top of the tower, 

which we hope you enjoy seeing. 

 
Mike Gentle  
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Gardeners’ Christmas Quiz 2012 - Answers  
 

All answers have some plant and/or garden connection  
(answers shown in BOLD) 
 
 
 
 
 

1. It’s a useful shrub for a clean sweep  BROOM 
2. The actor who played Jack Duckworth recently died.  What might he have said as a 

soothing greeting to his Coronation Street wife?   ALOE VERA 
3. You might meet this gardener off the A605 in Northamptonshire   TITCHMARSH 
4. This might ring for the Archbishop   CANTERBURY BELL 
5. If this firm had wanted to hedge its bets, it might have made buses and trucks in Italy   
 LEYLANDII 
6. This might light the way for a rickshaw   CHINESE LANTERN 
7. It might get prickly at this time of year!   CHRISTMAS CACTUS 
8. These might be used by Basil to keep his paws warm?   FOXGLOVES 
9. This fruit might get stuck in the throat    ADAM’S APPLE 
10. This flower might be universal   COSMOS 
11. It’s pretending to be a citrus fruit    MOCK ORANGE 
12. Was this the Archbishop’s first calling?    ROWAN 
13. Sailors might use this for decorating at Christmas   SEA HOLLY   
14. Susie’s been in a fight!    BLACK-EYED SUSAN 
15. Felix might have this as an after dinner treat!   CATMINT 
16. They now hold the keys but perhaps not much longer!   ASH 
17. This is built up from the Foundations!    BUTTERCUP 
18. What herbs might you find in Scarborough?   PARSLEY, SAGE, ROSEMARY AND THYME 
19. I am greeted by this every morning  EDELWEISS 
20. Poor, unreliable & expensive public transport has made us this!  A CARNATION 
21. These smell sweet unless you are in them!   STOCKS 
22. According to Beatrice Potter, where did Benjamin Bunny’s father have an accident and 

what was it?    MR MCGREGOR’S GARDEN AND BAKED-IN-MRS MRS MCGREGOR’S PIE 
23. In the BBC sitcom “Keeping up Appearances” what was the name of the main female 

character   HYACINTH BUCKET 
24. Brown, Columbia, Cornell, Dartmouth, Harvard, Princeton, Pennsylvania and Yale are in a 

league of their own.  What is it?    IVY  
25. What girl could be described as having a facial hair problem?    BEARDED IRIS 
 

John Marsh 
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Rotas for February   
 

  Servers Sidespersons Intercessors 

3rd  

Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Candlemas) 

9:00 
am 

Chris Halley and 
Simon Marshall 

 Sonia Marshall 

10:00 
am 

Paul Boswall 
Bill Flegg, Margaret Flegg and 

Liz Bridgeman 
Liz Bridgeman 

6:00 
pm 

John Sellars   

10th  

Sunday Next Before Lent (Transfiguration Sunday) 

10:00 
am 

John Sellars and 
Simon Marshall 

Val Wilde, Doris Bellairs and 
Christine Masters 

Martin Fisher 

  Ash Wednesday 

13th  
7:30 
pm 

John Sellars and 
Chris Halley 

 Niccy Fisher 

17th  
First Sunday in Lent 

10:00 
am 

Paul Boswall and 
Simon Marshall  

Kim Hallam, Adrian Hallam 
and Jane Thompson 

Anne Smart 

24th  

Second Sunday in Lent 

8:00 
am 

Geoff Armstrong   

10:00 
am 

Chris Halley and 
Simon Marshall 

Joy Cunningham and Ann 
Meekings 

Sonia Marshall 

MARCH 

3rd  

Third Sunday in Lent 

9:00 
am 

John Sellars and 
Simon Marshal 

 Niccy Fisher 

10:00 
am 

Paul Boswall 
Tim Hitchborn and Cled 

Bennett 
TBA 

6:00 
pm 

John Sellars   

 
 
 

 

  Bread &Wine Coffee Flowers Cleaning Brasses 

3rd  

Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Candlemas) 

9:00 
am 

  Doris Warner   

 
10:00 

am 
 

Johanna 
Jones and Jill 

Ironside 
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10th  

Sunday Next Before Lent (Transfiguration Sunday) 

10:00 
am 

Anne and 
Cled Bennett 

John and Sue 
Marsh 

Sue Marsh 
John and 

Linda Sellars 

Sonia 
Marshall and 

Nancy 
Titman 

13th  

Ash Wednesday 

7:30 
pm 

Caroline 
Herron and 
Linda Sellars 

 Lent   

  

17th  

First Sunday in Lent 

10:00 
am 

Carole Mills 
and Joy 

Cunningham 

Bill and 
Margaret 

Flegg 
Lent   

24th  

Second Sunday in Lent 

8:00 
am 

  Lent 
Janet Lill and 

Marion 
Stevens 

 

 
10:00 

am 

Doris Bellairs 
and Christine 

Masters 

Liz Spratley 
and Linda 

Sellars 
   

MARCH 

3rd  
Third Sunday in Lent 

9:00 
am 

  Lent   

 
10:00 

am 
 

Joan Dyke 
and Lin 

Witherington 
   

 

 
 
 

Readings and Readers for February    

  
OT 

Reading 
OT Reader NT Reading NT Reader Gospel 

3rd  

Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Candlemas) 

9:00 
am 

Malachi 
3:1-5 

Victoria 
Worthington 

Hebrews 
2:14-18 

Martin 
Fisher 

Luke 
2:22-40 

10:00 
am 

   TBA  

 
6:00 
pm 

Haggai 
2:1-9 

 Psalm 122  
John 

2:18-22 

10th  

Sunday Next Before Lent (Transfiguration Sunday) 

10:00 
am 

Exodus 
34:29-35 

Jill Ironside 
2 Corinthians 

3:12-4:2 
Bryan Jones 

Luke 
9:28-36 
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13th 
Ash Wednesday 

7:30 
pm 

Joel 
2:1-2,12-17 

Jo Astle 
2 Corinthians 

5:20-6:10 
Ann Bennett 

Matthew 
6:1-6,16-21 

17th  

First Sunday in Lent 

10:00 
am 

Deuteronomy 
26:1-11 

Niccy Fisher 
Romans 
10:8-13 

Trevor 
Harwood 

Luke 
4:1-13 

 Second Sunday in Lent 

24th  

8:00 
am Genesis 15: 

1-12,17-18 

 
Philippians 

3:17-4:1 

 
Luke 

13:31-35 10:00 
am 

Liz 
Bridgeman 

Peter Wilde 

 March  

3rd  

Third Sunday in Lent 

9:00 
am 

Isaiah 55: 1-9 
Caroline 
Herron 

1 Corinthians 
10:1-13 

John 
Worthington 

Luke 
13:1-9 

10:00 
am 

   TBA  

6:00 
pm 

Genesis 
28:10-19 

 Psalms 12;13  
John 

1:35-end 
 
 

FASHION  

SHOW 
 

Friday 5th March at 7.30pm  

St Guthlac’s Church, Market Deeping 

*Private Kollection, Market Deeping 

*Baubles & Bangles, Stamford 

*Ruffles, Market Deeping 

*Sharon’s Hats, Market Deeping  

Proceeds to be shared between 

Parkinsons UK and St Guthlac’s Church 

 

Tickets £10 includes wine/juice, cake 

+ free raffle tickets, excellent prizes! 

Available from Chris Ferguson: 01778 344126 
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 Letter from the  

Bishop of Lincoln 

 
Dear Friends 
 

The Christmas decorations have been down for weeks and the turkey leftovers are but a distant 
memory. It is easy, therefore, to forget that in the church we continued to celebrate the season of 
Christmas right through January - until February 2nd, in fact, the Feast of Candlemas. 
 

Candlemas is a festival about light. Coming as it does at the end of the Christmas season, it is a time 
to give thanks for Jesus coming among us as the light of the world. As a sign of this, many churches 
bless the candles which will be used in church in the coming year, so that the light which shone out 
from the stable will continue to shine long after the shepherds have gone back to their fields and 
the magi have returned home. 
 

Candlemas also commemorates the presentation of our Lord in the temple when, in accordance 
with Jewish custom, the infant Jesus was taken by Mary and Joseph to the temple forty days after 
his birth. As they did so, they were greeted by the aged Simeon who, the Gospels tell us, had been 
promised that he should not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. When Simeon saw 
the infant Jesus, he took him in his arms and said the words which became known as the Nunc 
Dimittis:  
 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace; according to thy word: for mine eyes have 
seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all people: to be a light to 
lighten the gentiles and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
 

Most of us don’t need to try very hard to think of dark places in our world – or, for that matter, in 
our own lives. There are signs all around us – war, famine, 
unemployment, illness, bereavement, loss - the list is long 
and can seem overwhelming. 
 

But present, too, are signs of the presence of the Light of 
the world – care, kindness, concern, love, friendship. These 
are all signs that God continues to be with us. The one who 
came as a light in the darkness is with us always. The light 
from the stable continues to shine and the dark places of 
our world are forever changed because of it. As St John’s 
Gospel tells us, ‘The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness cannot overcome it.’   


