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Letter 
from the Curate 

 

 
 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
When we reach the beginning of December time suddenly 
seems to speed up.  There is so much to do in advance of the 
festive season: cards to write, presents to buy, decorations to 
put up, food to organise, arrangements for relatives coming to 
stay.  It’s not surprising that we can become fraught or fearful, 
especially this year when there has been so much uncertainty, 
argument and discussion about the consequences of the Brexit 
negotiations, arguments which have added to potential divisions 
within families.  No wonder then that some look back on Christmases past as a golden time. 
 
In the midst of the ‘ever circling years’ and days how good it is to take time out to be 
present at Carol and Christmas Services...to hear again the ‘truth sent from above’, the 
story of how the God of Love came to earth to share our joys and sorrows, a story which 
reaches its conclusion at Eastertide.  Many of our carols are based on early folk tunes; after 
all this time their ancient musical modes still have the power to send a shiver down our 
spines and their lyrics touch our hearts with the promise of renewal for our broken and 
weary world. 
 
Best of all perhaps is the quiet of Midnight Mass when time seems to stand still and the 
’hopes and fears of all our years‘ past, present and future, come together together as we 
celebrate the arrival of the Christ Child, the Prince of Peace, the new born King, the light 
shining in the darkness helping us to face the days ahead with courage.  Come and 
Worship! 
 
With every blessing at Christmastide, 

Rev’d Sonia 
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In this Month’s Priory News … 
 
 

 
Dear All, 
 

Well, this is the month of change: change in the 
national scene and change in the local scene.  At 
the time of writing, our farewell to the EU seems 
still as uncertain as it has ever been during most 
of the past two years – we shall have to wait and 
see. At a local level, we cannot as yet report on 
the appointment or not of a vicar for our parish, 
although interviews have taken place again, we 
shall have to wait and see.  One thing is certain, 
however, and that is that as we enter the season 
of Advent we feel a strong reminder of God’s 
love for us – it is a time of reflection and 
penitence as we prepare for the joy at the birth 
of Christ which leads to God’s working out of his 
plan of salvation for us. 
 

Yet, amongst the celebrations there is a tinge of 
sadness in that Doris Bellairs, a long-time 
member of the magazine team, feels that she 
must give up her role in organising the 
distribution of Priory News – a role which she has 
faithfully, cheerfully and efficiently carried out 
for many years.  We owe her an enormous debt of gratitude and I shall miss my monthly 
telephone call as printing had finished when she always replied, “Yes, thank you very much!” A 
very big “thankyou”, Doris.  Joy Cunningham has kindly agreed to take over from Doris, so, 
welcome aboard, Joy. 
 

Take a look at the pattern of services over Christmas and join in the celebrations with us.  We wish 
all our readers a very happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year. 

Caroline, Victoria & John. 

 

A useful recipe from Margaret to use up those 
festive leftovers! 

Thank you to Chris Halley for the cover 
photograph which we couldn’t resist using 
again! 
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Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them 
coming. Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be 
accompanied by authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We 
will not publish the names of children pictured unless specifically requested to 
do so by their parents or guardians. 
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860      priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
Please let us have your contributions for the January issue of Priory News BEFORE 
the earlier deadline of Monday 17th December. Thank you. 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk


4 

Reports, News & Dates For Your Diary 
 

 Music and Poetry Evening 
 

We should like to apologise for the change in date of the 'Music and Poetry Evening 'which 
was due to have taken place on November 24th.  This will now take place on March 2nd 
2019.  We hope that you will make a note of the new date and will come along and support 
us. We can promise you a fun evening!  

 

Victoria 

 

 News from the Tower 
 
The End To World War One - 100 Years Remembrance Day 
 

It was with great pride that the end of World War One was 
remembered in the ringing tower. We had a display of photographs of 
relatives who had taken part with a union flag at half-mast. 
 

On Friday 9th the 
muffles were fitted 
to the bells and we 
had a little ring to 
make sure they were 
ok. 
 
Then Sunday 11th we 
rang in the morning 
for the 10.00 service 
and then in the 
afternoon for the 
Remembrance 
Service at 15.00. 

 
After the afternoon service the muffles were removed and then in the evening at 19.05, 
just after the beacon had been lit, we rang for a short period of time. 
 
The bell ringers hope you all have a lovely Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 

The Tower Shower 

 
(This is Mike’s name for them, not ours!  Come to think of it, I’m not sure they know! – Ed.) 
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In Dulci Jubilo 
 
A sparkling tapestry of music for the  

Christmas season featuring St Peter’s Singers  
with Freshe Ayre playing Recorders, Rebec,  
Psaltery, Symphony and Crumhorns. 
Directed by Jeremy Jepson 
 

St Kyneburgha’s Church,  
Castor, PE5 7AX. 
Saturday 8th December 7.30pm 
Tickets £10 (Children Under 14 Free) From 
The Parish Office 01733 380900, 
Clare Heath 07519 156365 Or On The Door 
 

 Lighting the Spire 
 
As you know, we sometimes receive requests and donations for the church floodlights to be 
lit for a special occasion or in remembrance of a family member or friend.  We hope to have 
forms at the back of church shortly on which you may make such a request. 

 Registers for October 
 

 Baptisms: We welcome into the Lord’s Family: 
 

7th  Ivy June Seston  
 

 Funerals:  We commend to God’s Keeping: 
  

22nd  Cedric Eric (Tony) Peach 
 23rd  Eleanor Didsbury 
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 Hall Users’ Pre-Christmas Fair 
 
The Priory Hall was buzzing with anticipation and activity from early on the morning of 17th 
November as the groups that regularly use the Priory Hall for their meetings were getting 
set up for what turned out to be an extremely successful event. 
 
Not only did we raise an amazing total of over £1,000 for the hall refurbishment but more 
importantly there was a great atmosphere and a feeling that we were all working together 
to achieve a common goal.  Those that came were entertained by the younger members of 
Priory Players who gave us a snippet of what we can look forward to in their forthcoming 
production of The Little Mermaid and enjoyed the delicious delights of the food on offer 
and grabbed some early Christmas presents. A huge thank you to everyone. 
 
Work on the Dry Rot starts on 14th January and while the hall will be out of use there will 
still be access to the toilets when the church is open for services. 
 

Nick and Kate Drewett 

 

 Christingle Service 
 
The Priory Church, Deeping St James, is holding the annual Christingle service on Sunday 
9th December at 3pm.  Everyone is very welcome to come along - bring your family and 
friends to enjoy this lovely festive service. 

Lisa Goodchild 

 

 

(Lisa sent us a really nice poster but because of space constraints we couldn’t fit it in.  You 

see, we work in multiples of four pages and we didn’t think you’d want four copies of the 
poster, attractive as it is!) 
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 Monuments in the Priory Church: the Topham family 
 

A stone in the sanctuary, part of which lies under the 
tomb of a knight, commemorates the daughter of 
Thomas Topham and other Topham children who 
died in infancy.  It is all that now remains relating to 
the Topham family, prominent members of Deeping 
St James in the seventeenth century. 
 

Vicar George Topham, who originally came from London, was born around 1646 and 
studied for his MA at Lincoln College, Oxford.  In 1669 he was instituted as vicar of Baston 
and in 1675 as vicar of Deeping St James by the Bishop of Lincoln, the patronage having 
deemed to have lapsed. In 1677, not unreasonably, he made a claim against the 
Wymondesold family of the Priory House saying that he was entitled to tithes and 
forbidding the parishioners to pay anything to the Wymondesolds.  They then put in a 
counter claim that they had legally acquired the rectory and patronage and backed it up 
with documents going back to the Dissolution of the Priory.  Judgement was given in favour 
of the Wymondesolds though each party was responsible for their costs.  However relations 
between the vicar and the patrons do not seem to have been permanently soured as when 
George’s wife Mary died in 1682 George married Frances Wymondesold. 
 

Further livings enhanced George’s income.  In 1683 he was made a canon of Lincoln with 
the prebend of Keaton.  In 1684 he became rector of Kirkby Underwood and in 1687 of 
Sawtry All Saints. When Frances died he married Susanna Tabener; after George’s death in 
1695 Susanna remarried becoming Mrs Brewton.  When Susanna died in 1712 her bequest 
formed the Mrs Brewton’s Charity (now part of Deeping St James United Charities). 
 

Two of George’s sermons are still in print.  The first dated 1679 was on the subject of 
‘innocence no shield against envy’ and the second dated 1690 on ‘pharisaism displayed or 
hypocrisy detected’ was preached at St Mary’s Stamford at the bishop’s visitation.  In 
Deeping St James he would have preached from a triple decker pulpit adorned with 
cushions, the latter being purchased along with the parish’s new and earliest surviving 
register book. 
 

George died in 1695 having ministered in Deeping St James for 21 years.  His son John 
succeeded him as vicar of Baston and also ministered at Deeping St James for five years, 
possibly as curate as his name can’t be traced in the institution books. 
 

Rev’d Sonia 

 Brassed off? 
 

Please can you help?  We need volunteers to clean the church brasses – not a heavy 
commitment, I hasten to add,  as they get cleaned about ten times a year.  It’s another case 
of “the more on the rota, the less the commitment”.  The only requirement is to have fairly 
long arms!  Please let Doris Bellairs know if you can help or alternatively email us at 
priorynews@dsj.org.uk  Thankyou.  
 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER 2018 
 

2nd SUNDAY ADVENT SUNDAY  

   (Common Worship Year C begins) 
   9:50 am  Junior Church 
   10:00 am Sung Eucharist with Prayers for Healing 
   11:15 am Baptism of Noah Nicholas Chapman 
   6:00 pm  Advent Carol Service 
 

3rd Monday 2:30 pm  Women’s Institute Carol Service 
 

4th Tuesday 2:00 pm  Holy Communion at Braeburn Lodge 
 

5th Wednesday 9:30 am Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   7:00 pm Holy Communion followed by PCC meeting 
     at 7:30 pm: Cranmore Farmhouse 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

6th Thursday Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, 326 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:30 am Home Communions 
   7:45 pm  Church Ladies' Fellowship: Bob & Sue Titman 
 

7th Friday  Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, 397 
       Practice night  5:30 pm Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
 

8th Saturday The Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

9th SUNDAY THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

   9:00 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   10:00 am Sunday Praise 
   3:00 pm   Christingle Service 
 

12th Wednesday Ember Day 
   9:30 am Holy Chaos Toddler Service 
   6:00 pm DSJ Community Primary School Christmas Concert 
   7:30 pm  House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

13th Thursday Lucy, Martyr at Syracuse, 304 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
 

14th Friday  John of the Cross, Poet, Teacher, 1591 Ember Day 
       Practice night  5:30 pm Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm   Ringers’ practice 
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15th Saturday Ember Day 
 

16th SUNDAY THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

   10:00 am Family Communion 
 

17th Monday Eglantyne Jebb, Founder of Save the Children, 1928 
   O Sapientia 
 

18th Tuesday O Adonai 
 

19th Wednesday O Root of Jesse 
   9:30 am Final Holy Chaos Toddler Service for 2018 
   7:30 pm House Group at 45 Crowson Way 
 

20th Thursday O Key of David 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion (said) 
   7:45 pm  Church Ladies' Fellowship: Party Night 
 

21st Friday  O Dayspring 
        Practice night  5:30 pm Friday Knights 
   6:45 pm Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm  Ringers’ practice 
 

22nd Saturday O King of the Nations 
 

23rd SUNDAY THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

   O Emmanuel 
   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
   6:00 pm  Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 
 

24th Monday CHRISTMAS EVE 
   4:00 pm  Crib Service 
   11:30 pm Midnight Mass 
 

25th Tuesday CHRISTMAS DAY 
   10:00 am Sung Communion 
 

26th Wednesday STEPHEN, DEACON, FIRST MARTYR 
 

27th Thursday JOHN, APOSTLE & EVANGELIST 
   (No Holy Communion Service this week) 
 

28th Friday  THE HOLY INNOCENTS 
          (No Practices this week 
 

29th Saturday Thomas Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury, Martyr, 1170 
 

30th SUNDAY FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
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 Children In Need 
 

Thank you to everyone who took part in the fundraising, a total of £112 was raised for the 
charity.  

Lisa Goodchild 

 

 Plough Lunch – Sunday 13th January 2019 
 

The sign up list for the Plough Lunch is now available in church. This will be held on Sunday 
13th January 2019 at 12 noon.  The cost for a ticket is £7.00 for adults and £4.00 for children 
under 11.  The lunch will include jacket potatoes, ham and cheese with coleslaw and pickles 
followed by assorted hot puddings.  There will be wine or fruit juice and coffee and good 
company. 

Lisa Goodchild 

 

  

Cooking with Margaret 
 

Turkey Pie 
Ingredients 
 
1lb cooked turkey diced 
1 small onion chopped 
2oz butter 
1tbs Sherry 
1tbs chopped parsley or chives 
1 1/2lbs of mashed potatoes  
        beaten with 1 small egg 
15oz can condensed soup of your  
        choice 
4oz  sweetcorn 
black pepper 
 

Method 
 

Set oven to 325®F or Mark 3 
Fry the onion in butter for a few minutes 
stir in turkey, sweetcorn and herbs 
season with pepper 
gradually stir in the soup and sherry & continue 
      stirring until heated 
place in a oven proof dish 
top with the mashed potatoes 
bake for 30 to 40 minutes and serve with a green       
      vegetable and chutney 
Serves 4 
Another way to use up Turkey. Enjoy. 
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 Saint of the Month: Eglantyne Jebb 
1876-1928 

 
Eglantyne Jebb was born to a Shropshire family who, though well off, 
had a social conscience and a tradition of public service.  After 
studying history at Lady Margaret Hall she trained to be a teacher, 
becoming aware of the poverty faced by many children.  Moving to 
Cambridge to take care of her sick mother she became involved in 
the Charity Organisation Society which took a modern, scientific 
approach to charitable work.  This led her to write a book on social 
conditions in Cambridge.  Following this she joined the Education 
Committee of Cambridge Borough Council and set up an Employment 
Registry for boys. 

 
In 1913 she took a trip to Macedonia for a relief fund.  Activities were curtailed by the 1914-
1918 war but afterwards she looked into the plight of children suffering from the effects of 
war.  In 1919 the pressure group of which she was a member, Fight the Famine, was set up 
soon and was to become the Save the Children Fund which was launched at the Royal 
Albert Hall.  Its success led to the international Save the Children Union being set up in 
Geneva in 1920.  Eglantyne remained in charge of the London operation, raising money for 
the children of Russia following the revolution there. 
 
In 1923 she had a plan for establishing children’s rights.  The Declaration of the Rights of 
the Child was adopted by the League of Nations and in 1989 became the basis of the United 
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
 
Eglantyne died in a nursing home in Geneva in 1928 and is buried in St George’s cemetery 
there.  The Save the Children Fund is still in existence and has long been one of the 
Charities supported by children’s work in this parish. 
 

Sonia 


  

 Tony’s Travels:  Lo Shan and the plastic buckets. -  Part 4 
 

Did I gamble away the family wealth in the casino in Macau, leaving my wife and children to 
face a future of homelessness and begging on the streets?  No of course not, I have never 
taken any interest or pleasure in gambling.  I don’t claim any moral rectitude in this regard 
because I am genetically disposed to having short arms and deep pockets and see no point 
in shovelling my hard-earned cash down the drain. 
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In the ‘Rough Guide to England’ it says of Bedford ‘the town need not detain you’.  Having 
once lived in Bedford for 8 years or so I think that is a little harsh, but in my opinion the 
sentiment could certainly be applied to Macau.  There really isn’t much to recommend it.  
However, there are two things possibly worth looking at so, having had a cooling drink I 
head out of the casino and take a pedal rickshaw ride to the church of Sao Paulo, or rather 
what is left of it.   
 
As I climb the small hill and the stone steps 
which lead up to the site I am impressed by 
the monumental scale of the façade, which 
is all that remains since the church was 
destroyed by fire during a typhoon in 1835.  
The church was built by the Jesuits between 
1602 and 1640 and the intricate carvings 
which cover the façade have oriental 
themes which look totally unexpected and 
bizarre to western eyes.  One of the most 
prominent shows the Virgin Mary trampling the head of a dragon – now I would like to hear 
a sermon based on that image!  My overall impression of the façade is that, standing on its 
own as it does, it looks like something accidentally left behind by a Hollywood film company 
on completion of filming. 
 

Onwards now to the second thing worth 
seeing (just), which is the Fortaleza do 
Monte, or to give it its full English name 
the Fortress of Our Lady of the Mount of St 
Paul.  Well, let’s face it, it’s just a fort so as 
you would expect it has a commanding 
position with good views, battlements etc. 
and it has its ancient cannons set around, 
an obligatory feature of every old fort.  
That’s about all there is to see here and 
after traipsing around in the heat I am 

starting to feel a bit weary, so after a perfunctory look round I find a little coffee shop with 
a pleasant shaded terrace.  Just the place to fritter away the time ‘people watching’ and 
trying out my Portuguese phrase book until it is time to head back to the port. 
 
Once back on board the Lo Shan I find the parrot is back in its usual place so I distance 
myself well away from it to avoid any further displeasure from its owner and lean over the 
rail to watch my fellow passengers embark.  I notice they are walking back to the ship much 
more slowly than when they left it.  Well, I don’t think one should be morally outraged 
about these gambling ladies.  They are just having a day out with friends, spending only 
what they take with them, enjoying a bit of a flutter and having a well-deserved break from 
the daily chores.   
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The Lo Shan now leaves its moorings and heads back down the long navigation channel, 
where the water seems reluctant to part from the land, then at last out to the freedom of 
the open sea as the sun is setting.  Darkness draws on quickly in these parts and over to the 
west the setting sun now throws a pink glow across the underside of the dark clouds as the 
wash left by the Lo Shan quietly unfurls to draw a chalk mark across the surface of the 
restless sea. 
 
Maybe it is the result of the fading light, or a tiring day in the heat, but I suddenly feel a 
little dispirited.  Strange how quickly the heavy stone of melancholy can roll against one’s 
door.  Fortunately, the mood doesn’t last long because the lights of Hong Kong come into 
view and my spirits soon lift with the prospect of a long shower at the hotel, a good dinner 
at a favourite restaurant and best of all tomorrow – a non-stop flight home courtesy of 
Cathay Pacific. 

Tony Masters 

 
Letter from the 

Bishop of Lincoln  

 
 

Dear Friends 
 
November was a time of remembrance.  The Feast of All Saints, the Feast of All Souls, and 
we also remembered the end of the First World War.  There was not a single family in 
Britain, France and Germany unacquainted with grief; nor a corner of life unaffected.  I was 
in Boston Stump for a festival of remembrance that included several exhibits about the 
impact of the war on the lives of the people of Boston.  For me the most graphic image was 
a street map of Boston in 1918 on which a black dot had been placed on each house where 
a family member had died in that conflict.  Boston was much smaller then, but there was 
hardly a house without one or more dots - 200 in all. 
 
Rather than people returning to a land fit for heroes, the soldiers who returned came home 
to unemployment and to a nation that did not show gratitude to those who fought for it.  
We have begun to learn this lesson.  War also led us to understand the nature of God in a 
different way.  
 
During the war itself and in the decades that followed we uncovered something new in our 
understanding of God.  Put simply:  if God is loving and all-powerful, how could evil be 
allowed to flourish on this devastating scale?  And why would we continue to trust in a God 
indifferent to our fate?   

Continued on page 16 
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Readings and Readers for December 
 1st Reading 1st Reader 2nd Reading 2nd Reader Gospel 

Dec 
2nd 

ADVENT SUNDAY 

10:00 
am 

Jeremiah 33: 
14-16 

Jo 
Astle 

1 Thessalonians 3: 
9-end 

Barry 
Fisher 

Luke 21: 
25-36 

9th 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

9:00 
am 

Malachi 3: 
1-4 

Ann 
Bennett 

Philippians 1: 
3-11 

Doris 
Bellairs 

Luke 3: 
1-6 

10:00 
am 

Luke 3: 
1-6 

Matt 
Billyard 

Sunday Praise 

16th 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

10:00 
am 

Zephaniah: 3: 
14-20 

Family 
Communion 

Philippians 4: 
4-7 

Family 
Communion 

Luke 3: 
7-18 

23rd 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

10:00 
am 

Micah 5: 
2-5a 

Kate 
Drewett 

Hebrews 10: 
5-10 

Jane 
Thompson 

Luke 1: 
39-45 

24th 

MIDNIGHT MASS 

11:30 
pm 

Isaiah 52: 
7-10 

Niccy 
Fisher 

Hebrews 1: 
1-4 

Lisa 
Goodchild 

John 1: 
1-14 

25th 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

10:00 
am 

Isaiah 62: 
6-12 

Family 
Communion 

Titus 3: 
4-7 

Family 
Communion 

Luke 2: 
8-20 

30th 

CHRISTMAS 1 

 
1 Samuel 2: 

18-20, 26 
Caroline 
Herron 

Colossians 3: 
12-17 

Trevor 
Harwood 

Luke 2: 
41-52 

 
Servers 

 9:00am 10:00am 3:00pm 6:00pm 11:30pm 

2nd  Nick & Chris  John - 
9th Geoff Paul  Nick - - 

16th - Chris & John - - - 
23rd - Simon & Paul - John - 

24th - - -  Simon, Paul & Geoff 
25th - Simon & Paul - - - 

30th - John & Simon - - - 

Jan 6th Geoff Paul - - - 
 
  



15 

 
Sidesmen 

2nd E Juliet Mills & Margaret Flegg 

9th F Val Wilde & Doris Bellairs 

16th A Jane Thompson & Adrian Hallam 
23rd B Ann Meekings & Liz Bridgeman 

24th 4.00 pm  
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Please let Churchwardens know if you can help 
24th 11.30 pm  

25th 10.00 am  

30th C Tim Hitchborn, Cledwyn Bennett & Christine Masters 
 

Intercessions 

 9:00 am 10:00 am 11:30pm 
2nd  Jo Astle  

9th Revd Sonia   

16th  Nick Drewett  
23rd  Bet Washbrooke  

24th   Tony Masters 
25th  Jo Astle  

30th  Friday Knights  
 

Bread and Wine                      Coffee 

2nd John and Linda Sellars Johanna Jones and Jill Ironside 

9th Doris Bellairs and Christine Masters Tony and Christine Masters 
16th John and Victoria Worthington John and Victoria Worthington 

23rd Pat Feek and Doris Warner John and Sue Marsh 

24th Caroline Herron and Elizabeth Coles - 
25th Caroline Herron and Philip Astle - 

30th Ann and Cledwyn Bennett Liz Spratley and Linda Sellars 
 

Flowers         Cleaning 

2nd Advent 
Nov 26th – Dec 9th 

Josie Waghorn and Joy 
Cunningham 9th Advent 

16th Advent Dec 10th – Dec 
23rd 

Pat Feek 
23rd Christmas Flowers 

24th Christmas Flowers 

Dec 24th – Jan 6th 

 

25th Christmas Flowers 
Catharine Boswall 

30th Christmas Flowers 

 
Brasses 

Dec 16th Marion Stevens and Janet Lill 
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Continued from page 13 
One person who wrestled with these questions was Geoffrey Studdert Kennedy.  He was an 
army chaplain who earned the nickname Woodbine Willie for handing out cigarettes to the 
troops at the same time as copies of the New Testament.  Woodbine Willie insisted on 
being on the front line with the troops whenever he could.  Those battlefield experiences 
forced him to confront depths of evil and suffering which few of us will ever see.  Having 
entered the war with a secure faith in God and an abstract notion of evil, he ended it being 
absolutely certain of the existence of evil as a real force at work in the world.  The 
challenge, then, was to find a way to reconcile all that he had seen in the trenches with the 
existence of a God who was worth believing in. 
 

For Woodbine Willie, hope came with an understanding that God was no longer the 
almighty force of his pre-war understanding, able to prevent humans from harming one 
another if he so chose.  Instead, God was present in the heat of battle, suffering along with 
humanity, in the intolerable conditions of the trenches, in the endless slaughter of young 
lives.  God was characterised not by force and power, but by love; no longer remote from 
all that was going on, but intimately connected with it and suffering through it. 
 

God has planted in each one of us the greatest potential for love;  and yet, evil exists and 
because evil often expresses itself in violence it has to be confronted with force and 
violence, whether between nations or within a nation.  After the war, despite everything he 
had seen, Woodbine Willie was able to write, ‘The universe is as an “unfinished movement” 
in which the underlying melody is love.’ 
 

The God we believe in brings love out of hate; light out of darkness; justice out of 
oppression; good out of evil;  life out of death.  This is our God, and his name is Love.  Our 
acts of remembrance during November helped us to prepare for the season of advent as 
we remember the first coming of Christ and prepare for his second coming.  To remember 
helps us to be mindful of what it means for Christ to be born in us today. 
 

With every blessing, 

+Bishop Christopher 
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