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From the Vicar 
 

 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

I write from the depths of trauma!!  But don’t worry – it wasn’t a 
serious incident, more one of those unexpected events that 
completely change the outline of the day (and leave you feeling 
remarkably silly!).  Quite simply, I managed to lock myself out. I 
found myself with no means of alerting anyone to my dilemma, 
since my phone was inside the house, no money (ditto!) and only a 
small amount of petrol in my car to enable me to get around 
locally.  So much for all the important sermon writing and 
magazine articles and general admin that I had planned to do that 
morning.  
 

My first instinct was to ask neighbours for help – but no, they had not got a spare key.  
Then I decided to find someone with church keys, so that at least the church could be open 
for visitors.  That took a while, because naturally when I explained the circumstances coffee 
was offered!  Then I set out to do some pastoral visiting, and it was during the course of this 
that I suddenly remembered having lent a vicarage key to someone, so long ago that I had 
all but forgotten about it.  I arrived and, politely declining a fourth cup of coffee (the effects 
of all the other cups having begun to take their toll!), was soon back home with normality 
restored.  But it set me thinking….. 
 

How many people are there around who feel spiritually locked out of their rightful home, 
the Church?  Sometimes this might be due to simply not being able to find the church that 
suits them – or maybe the local church simply doesn’t feel like it is anything to do with 
them.  The Spalding Road cuts right through our parish:  how many people on the Linchfield 
Road side feel cut off from the Priory?  How are they to get to know how warm and 
welcoming our church is, and (more importantly) find a way of joining in worship or other 
activities to deepen their faith?  And how widely do we publicise our regular services and 
events? 
 

Other people may once have been church attenders, but some incident or other has put 
them off – a fall-out with a fellow worshipper (or with a vicar….???), or a personal crisis 
which their faith has not survived, perhaps.  Either way, they are spiritually locked out. I 
wonder how we might encourage them to give God another chance?  Sometimes it is as 
simple as a bad experience once, many years previously, which has led to a total 
abandonment of church – and before long, of God Himself.  

(Continued on page 6) 
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In this Month’s Priory News … 
 
 

Dear All, 
 
Well, another academic year draws to an end as 
schools close to give both teachers and pupils a 
well-earned rest.  Now is the time all parents 
have been looking forward to - a time to spend 
holidaying with their children.   Indeed as I write 
I know that some have already departed for their 
annual holiday.  Church activities, and there have 
been many of them over the past few weeks, 
have also come to rest briefly before a fresh 
start in the autumn.  Sadly, though, it seems to 
be Priory News which has missed out with all the 
activity - we have less for you this month.  
Maybe some of you will feel an unquenchable 
urge to jot down some holiday experiences at 
home and elsewhere when you return to 
Deeping St James - I certainly hope so! 
 
So may we thank you for past articles and pictures and wish you all a safe and happy 
summer wherever you may travel.  We look forward with a vengeance to all the activities, 
some of which are detailed in the following pages, due to begin next month. 
 

John 

 

It’s a good job there isn’t an ‘R’ in the month - 
first the Hog Roast and now Margaret gives us 
another recipe involving pork! 

This month’s cover photo was taken at the recent 
wedding of Rachel Hallam and Stephen Hansord. 
Congratulations to you both - we wish you every 
happiness! 
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Thanks to those who have sent in articles for Priory News. Please keep them 
coming. Please note: pictures containing recognisable children must be 
accompanied by authorisation to publish from their parents or guardians. We 
will not publish the names of children pictured unless specifically requested 
to do so by their parents or guardians. 
John Worthington, Cranmore Farmhouse, DSJ - Tel: 343860      priorynews@dsj.org.uk 
Please let us have your contributions for the September edition of Priory News 
BEFORE the deadline of Monday 22nd of August.  Thank you. 

mailto:priorynews@dsj.org.uk
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(From the Vicar - Continued from page 1) 
 
That is not to say that non-churchgoers can’t have faith, of course.  There are many people 
of faith out there who are quite happy to be locked out of their spiritual home, or who 
prefer to make a spiritual home without formalised religion.  But I would say that it is 
harder to live a Christian life without the support of a Christian community, and so often 
those with no formal connection to church will instinctively turn back to the church at times 
of deep crisis.  And without a commitment to a particular system of worship, it is all too 
easy for prayer to disappear from the forefront of a busy life, not least because it is easy to 
avoid the challenges and self-sacrifice through which faith grows.  
 
So being locked out is potentially a negative experience, both physically and spiritually.  But 
as with all of life’s experiences, there is a God-given potential for good to be drawn out of 
the situation.  There is a place for spiritual wilderness in our lives, when we wrestle with our 
faith and find new ways through the desert, coming finally to a deeper commitment or 
understanding – if we so choose.  And there is a place for (enforced!) spontaneity when 
hospitality is unexpectedly given or received and we are set free from the burden of the 
routine.  Maybe I should lock myself out more often from the vicarage and explore other 
ways of spending time for God….as long as someone, somewhere, has the key! 
 

Revd Sue Paterson 

 

Reports and News 
 

 

 Mission Matters 
 

Music and Poetry Evening 
 
This was held on July 9th at Cranmore Farmhouse.  
Fortunately, the depressingly wet weather in the 
morning cleared, and the evening proved to be dry, if a 
bit chilly.  The evening demonstrated what a huge 
variety of talent we have within our church 
congregation. 
 
 
 

Thanks to everyone who came and played sardines 
in our barn, who took part and who bought tickets 
for the privilege of performing!  We are very 
grateful to you all, as £252 was raised for Mission 
Matters.  
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St James’ Day Hog Roast. 
 
We hope that all those who attended the Hog 
Roast thought that this was a fitting way to 
celebrate our Patronal Festival, a church party 
followed by a Songs of Praise. 
 
Thanks to everyone who contributed to this event 
in any way, from those who attended and were 
very generous in their appreciation, to the Social 
Committee for the delicious salads, to those who 
made the wonderful desserts and to Ted for 
organising the music.  However, there must be an extra special ‘thank-you’ to the 

wonderful men who cleared away the tables and chairs 
afterwards, and took down all the gazebos. When we, 
(Mission Matters members) returned to the hall after the 
Songs of Praise, feeling very tired and wondering how we 
were going to face dismantling the gazebos and moving all 
the chairs and tables, to look into the garden and see that 
everything had been done for us was a marvellous 
moment! Thank you. 
 
We should also like to thank family members, who 
although not on the Mission Committee, somehow seem to 
be co-opted for our various events and give their time and 
talents so generously.  You know who you are. 
 
 

 
 

Advance notice of our next event on October 16th 
 
This will be a Sunday afternoon talk given by the Revd. Sonia on Lincolnshire place names. 
Have you ever wondered about the derivation of Linchfield, Churchfield, or other local 
names? If so, come along at 3.00pm on Sunday October 16th to find out. 
 
There will be the usual musical anecdotes to accompany the talk, which will be followed by 
afternoon tea in the church hall. 
 
Tickets will be available in September. 
 

Victoria 

 



7 
 

 Afternoon Tea: 14th July 2016 
 

From the noise levels of chat and gossip in 
the church hall on 14th July the 50 
attendees might easily have been the five 
thousand! 
 
Such was the conviviality of those at the 
annual afternoon tea to raise funds both for 
the church and for other good causes. 
 
Judging by the quantities of food on offer, 
from a variety of sandwiches to cakes and 

scones, jam and cream, the five thousand might well have been expected to arrive and 
nobody could have returned home thinking of consuming an evening meal. 
 
Thanks, as always, both to those who helped in the preparation and to all who came to 
make this yet another worthwhile and enjoyable afternoon. 
 

John Marsh 

 A Plea 
 
As mentioned earlier, we really do need your input to Priory News.  We should much prefer 
to have too much copy for one issue than not enough.  Please don’t be put off just because 
you can never get to the computer as someone else is using it!  We do accept hand-written 
or typed copies, but please don’t tell anyone!  I am a “one-finger-each-hand” typist but 
Caroline can type even with one hand behind her back whilst making a pot of tea!  After all 
this is your magazine and we want it to be informative, interesting, up to date and at times, 
we hope, amusing. 
 
May I also request you to have a look at our website which has just had a major rebuild.  
I’m no expert when it comes to HTML and the like but I’m learning fast!  However, I do 
need some feedback:  is it user-friendly, does it give all the information you need, do you 
think that strangers will find it informative if they wish to visit us?  Also, I need to know 
whether or not your browser copes with the layout etc.  I use Internet Explorer but you may 
use a different one such as Mozilla Firefox.  Certainly my Windows Phone does some very 
odd things when I access the site as I often do when I don’t happen to have the latest copy 
of Priory News in my pocket.  So, please visit www.dsj.org.uk  soon and please do what it 
says on the label - contact the webmaster with your likes, dislikes, problems and 
suggestions.  Alternatively, feel free to speak to me at church.  I really need to know.  
Thanks. 
 

John 

http://www.dsj.org.uk/
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(We are grateful to Revd Sonia for yet another of her short 
articles on one of the Saints whom we celebrate this month.) 
 

St Laurence  10th August 
 
At this time of the year many folk will be out in the garden 
preparing their food on barbecues so it is perhaps 
appropriate that this month we find out more about St 
Laurence, patron saint of cooks and chefs, who tradition has 
it met his martyrdom by being roasted on a gridiron! 
 
Laurence was born at Huesca in Spain around 225 A.D.  He 

travelled to Rome with Sixtus II (Pope from 257-258) and was ordained by him as one of the 
seven deacons of Rome.  As deacon (in fact, archdeacon) he was responsible for looking 
after the money and assets of the Church and distribution of alms to the poor and needy. 
 
His time of office coincided with a period of persecution under the Emperor Valerius who 
ordered all bishops, priests and deacons to be executed and their goods confiscated.  Pope 
Sixtus was beheaded on 6th August but Laurence asked for three days grace in which to 
gather the treasures of the Church together.  Meanwhile he handed out the Church's 
possessions to any who were in need.  On the third day he came before the prefect of the 
city bringing with him the blind, lame, poor, those who were suffering, telling the prefect 
'these are the treasures of the Church'. 
 
Laurence was duly martyred.  Tradition has it that the prefect had a gridiron prepared with 
burning coals underneath, and that Laurence cried out that he was well done on one side 
and to turn him over!  Modern historians say that he would have been swiftly beheaded 
like Sixtus.  The story may have arisen because of a corruption of the Latin words for 'he 
suffered' (passus est).  If the letter 'p' is missed off, the Latin can be translated as 'he was 
roasted'. 
 
The Emperor Constantine built a chapel over Laurence's resting place which later became 
the church of San Lorenzo fuori Le Mura.  Closer to home, the church at Tallington is 
dedicated to St Laurence. 
 

Revd Sonia 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR AUGUST 2016 
 
2nd Tuesday 2:00 pm  Communion Service at Braeburn Lodge 
 
4th Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion 
   10:30 am Home Communions 
 
5th Friday  Oswald, King of Northumbria, Martyr, 642 
   Practice Night: 
   (Choir Summer break) 
   7:30 pm   Ringers 
 
6th  Saturday THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 
 

7th SUNDAY TRINITY 11 (Proper 14) 

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 
8th Monday Dominic, Priest, Founder of the Order of Preachers, 1221 
 
9th Tuesday Mary Sumner, Founder of the Mothers’ Union, 1921 
 
10th Wednesday Laurence, Deacon at Rome, Martyr, 258 
 
11th Thursday Clare of Assisi, Founder of the Minoresses (Poor Clares), 1253 
   9:30 am  Holy Communion 
 
12th Friday  Practice Night: 
   7:30 pm   Ringers 
 
13th Saturday Jeremy Taylor, Bishop of Down & Connor, Teacher, 1667 
 

14th SUNDAY TRINITY 12  (Proper 15) 

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 
15th Monday THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
 
18th Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion 
 
19th Friday  Practice Night: 
   7:30 pm   Ringers 
 
20th Saturday Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux, Teacher, 1153 
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21st SUNDAY TRINITY 13  (Proper 16) 

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 
24th Wednesday BARTHOLOMEW THE APOSTLE 
 
25th Thursday 9:30 am  Holy Communion 
 
26th Friday  Practice Night: 
   (Choir resumes next week) 
   7:30 pm   Ringers  
 
27th Saturday Monica, mother of Augustine of Hippo, 387 
   2:00 pm  Wedding of Andrew Edwards & Isobel Chadwick 
 

28th SUNDAY TRINITY 14  (Proper 17) 

   10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
   1:00 pm  Wedding of Paul Webb & Liana Morris 
 
29th Monday The Beheading of John the Baptist 
 
30th Tuesday John Bunyan, Spiritual Writer, 1688 
 
31st Wednesday Aidan, Bishop of Lindisfarne, Missionary, 651 
 
September 2016 
 
1st Thursday 9:30am  Holy Communion 
   10:30 am Home Communions 
   7:45pm  Church Ladies’ Fellowship: Opening Service & Supper 
 
2nd Friday  Practice Night: 
   6:45 pm  Choir 
   7:30 pm   Ringers 
 
3rd Saturday Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, Teacher, 604 
 

4th SUNDAY  TRINITY 15  (Proper 18) 

   9:00 am  Holy Communion (Order One: said) 
   10:00 am Family Service 
   3:30 pm  Popular Organ Music: Ron Berry 
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I find Revd Sue’s Alphabyte this month quite 
challenging and yet at the same time very 
comforting.  Have you, as I have, ever had 
doubts about your Christian faith?  I hope you 
will find the following as helpful as I do.  So, 
read on.... 

 
 

F is for .... Faith 
 
What does it mean for you to have faith?  Faith is necessarily bound up with what we 
believe to be true, and as such even an atheist can claim to have faith, as atheism is a 
statement of belief (that there is no God) as opposed to fact.  God’s existence can never be 
proved in terms of physical laws, and even what we understand of physical laws is itself 
prone to modification as we develop scientific knowledge further and further.  
 
To say “I believe in God” is not actually very helpful, either.  One could equally say “I believe 
in the tooth fairy” or “I believe in Father Christmas”, but when we claim belief in God it is 
likely to have a deeper meaning than either of these.  Belief in God, or being a person of 
faith, is more than wishful thinking.  True belief in God will have an effect on the way we 
live our lives, the opinions we hold and our attitude to the world in which we live. If it does 
not, then it is questionable how far it can be called faith.  
 
What many people consider to be faith is, on closer inspection, more like superstition.  
People are anxious that there just might be a Being out there, and if so it would be wise to 
keep on the right side of It.  So a life can be lived in fear of evil consequences that might 
ensue if that Being is offended, and you get to hear phrases such as “I don’t know what I’ve 
done to deserve this or that” – which suggest that misbehaviour (or sin, to give it a 
technical name) is dealt with by a supernatural policeman of some kind.  After listening to 
many people’s accounts about their understanding of God, the theologian Gerard Hughes 
put it like this:  
 

After many conversations, an identikit image of God formed in my imagination.  God 
was a family relative, much admired by Mum and Dad, who described him as very 
loving, a great friend of the family, very powerful and interested in all of us.  
Eventually we are taken to visit ‘Good Old Uncle George’.  He lives in a formidable 
mansion, is bearded, gruff and threatening.  We cannot share our parents’ professed 
admiration for this jewel in the family.  At the end of the visit, Uncle George turns to 
address us. 
 
‘Now listen, dear,’ he begins, looking very severe, ‘I want to see you here once a 
week, and if you fail to come, let me just show you what will happen to you.’  He 
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then leads us down to the mansion’s basement.  It is dark, becomes hotter and 
hotter as we descend, and we begin to hear unearthly screams.  In the basement  
there are steel doors.  Uncle George opens one.  ‘Now look there, dear,’ he says.  We 
see a nightmare vision, an array of blazing furnaces with little demons in 
attendance, who hurl into the blaze those men, women and children who failed to 
visit Uncle George or to act in a way he approved. 
 
‘And if you don’t visit me, dear, that is where you will most certainly go,’ says Uncle 
George.  He then takes us upstairs again to meet Mum and Dad.  As we go home, 
tightly clutching Dad with one hand and Mum with the other. Mum leans over us 
and says, ‘And now don’t you love Uncle George with all your heart and soul, mind 
and strength?’  And we, loathing the monster, say, ‘Yes, I do,’ because to say 
anything else would be to join the queue at the furnace.  At a tender age religious 
schizophrenia has set in and we keep telling Uncle George how much we love him 
and how good he is and that we want to do only what pleases him.  We observe 
what we are told are his wishes and dare not admit, even to ourselves, that we 
loathe him.  (God of Surprises). 

 
Having that sort of belief about God is a million miles away from the understanding of 
Christians who experience God from a closely relational point of view – i.e. as being 
reflected most clearly in the life of Jesus Christ.  While we should always be aware that 
Jesus is NOT my boyfriend, or my beer mate, or indeed any other exclusive relation who 
prefers us to anybody else, there are many other ways of relating to Him:  He is the Good 
Shepherd, the sympathetic judge, the rock, not to mention the true vine, the living water, 
and the way, the truth and the life.  “Nobody comes to the Father but by me,” says Jesus: 
and by this He does not mean that all other religions are worthless, but simply that it is 
through Jesus alone that we gain that sense of having a heavenly Father and thus of our 
own worth as children of God.  That sort of faith can stand up to challenges and questioning 
– unlike a simplistic faith which falls apart as soon as an intellectual challenge comes along.  
Doubts, and the need to ask questions about our faith, are an integral part of our spiritual 
growth, because the opposite of faith is not doubt, but certainty.  For that reason alone it is 
good to have the resources to explore our faith and nurture it, both through regular bible 
study groups and through solid commitment to Christian social action.  The Bible tells us 
that faith without works is dead, after all.  Christianity, it is said, walks on two feet – prayer, 
and social action.  When the one is not working, it is time to move on to the other.  But it 
needs both to be able to claim that we have a living faith.  
 

Revd Sue 
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Registers for June 
 

Baptisms:  We welcome into the Lord’s Family: 
5th Tyler James Piccinelli 
 
Weddings: We congratulate: 
 
 
Funerals:  We commend to God’s keeping: 
 

  

 

Cooking with Margaret 

Pork Crumble 
 
Ingredients 
 

450g Lean Pork  
65g Butter  
150g Wholemeal Flour  
450mls Fresh Milk  
Salt and ground pepper 
2 tsp Chopped fresh sage  
450g Sliced mushrooms  
4 Sliced leeks 
1tsp Mustard powder  
1 tsp Paprika  
50g Grated cheddar cheese  
25g Porridge oats  
 

 
Method 
 

Fry pork in 15g of butter until brown 
Add 25g of flour and gradually stir in the milk 
Season and heat the sauce whilst stirring until it boils 
Cover and simmer for 45mins 
Add sage, mushrooms and leeks and simmer for a 
further 10 mins 
Pour into a greased shallow oven proof dish 
Rub the remaining butter and flour together 
Add mustard, paprika and cheese with the oats 
Sprinkle over the pork and bake at 200˚C/gas mark 6 
for 25 mins until golden 
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Rotas for August  

Servers 

 9:00 am 10:00 am 

7th - Geoff 

14th - Nick & Paul 
21st - Simon &  Chris  

28th - John & Simon 
Sep 4th Geoff Paul 

 
 

Sidesmen 

7th B Ann Meekings and Shelagh Fisher 

14th C Tim Hitchborn and Cled Bennett 
21st D Trevor Harwood and Kim Hallam 

28th E Juliet Mills, Margaret Flegg and Liz Bridgeman 
Sep 4th F Val Wilde, Doris Bellairs & Christine Masters 

 
 

Intercessions 

 9:00 am 10:00 am 
7th - Sonia 

14th - Jo Astle 

21st - Niccy Fisher 
28th - Bet Washbrooke 

Sep 4th Sue/Sonia TBA 
 
 

Bread and Wine                      Coffee 

7th John & Victoria Worthington   (9.00 am) - 

14th Ann & Cled Bennett - 
21st Peter & Val Wilde - 

28th Carole Mills & Joy Cunningham - 

Sep 4th Caroline Herron & Niccy Fisher (9.00am) Jill Ironside & Johanna Jones 
 
 
 

Flowers  Cleaning Brasses  

7th Carole Mills 1st-14th - Pat Feek & Doris Warner 

14th Christine Masters - - - 

21st Doris Bellairs 15th-28th - Catharine Boswall 

28th Janet Lill - - - 

Sep 4th Eileen Day 29th-Sep 11th - John & Linda Sellars 

- - - Sep 4th Bill & Margaret Flegg 
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Readings and Readers for August 
 1st Reading 1st Reader 2nd Reading 2nd Reader Gospel 

7th 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 14) 

10:00 
am 

Genesis 15: 
1-6 

Victoria 
Worthington 

Hebrews 11: 
1-3, 8-16 

Doris 
Bellairs 

Luke 12: 
32-40 

14th 

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 15) 

10:00 
am 

Jeremiah 23: 
23-29 

Peter 
Wilde 

Hebrews 11: 
29 - 12:2 

Adrian 
Hallam 

Luke 12: 
49-56 

21st 

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 16) 

10:00 
am 

Isaiah 58: 
9b-end 

Liz 
Spratley 

Hebrews 12: 
18-end 

Doris 
Bellairs 

Luke 13: 
10-17 

28th 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 17) 

10:00 
am 

Ecclesiasticus 10: 
12-18 

Tony 
Masters 

Hebrews 13: 
1-8, 15-16 

Caroline 
Herron 

Luke 14: 
1, 7-14 

Sep 
4th 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (Proper 18) 

9:00 
am 

Deuteronomy 30: 
15-end 

John 
Worthington 

Philemon: 
1-21 

Victoria 
Worthington 

Luke 14: 
25-33 

10:00 
am 

Luke 14: 
25-33 

T.B.A. (Family Service) 

 

 
 

 Bike Ride and Stride 2016 
 
This year’s Ride and Stride will take place on Saturday, September 10th.  Taking part in this event 
raises funds to help preserve churches in the County.  Half of the money raised goes directly to the 
charity and the other half is kept by the participating church to help with their own funds.  

 

If you would like to take part in the event, please contact either Sarah by email at 
Roberts.sarahm@gmail.com or phone 07760 468052 or Nicholas Ridley (County Organiser) on 
01476 550055 for more information on this year’s event. 

 
 
  

mailto:Roberts.sarahm@gmail.com


16 
 

        Letter from the 
    Bishop of Grantham 
 
 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

I hope you will understand when I say that I have been really 
unsure as to what to write in this letter for August.  A number of 
drafts have ended up ‘on the floor’.  How to write something that 
is appropriate for our times – when the times seem to be so fast 
moving? 
 

Every time I get some words down on paper, something big seems 
to happen in the world, the latest being the arrival of a new Prime 
Minister.  In the face of such upheaval, what are we to do and to 
say?  Well, I am going to say in this letter what I have been saying 
to people as I have met them face to face over the past few 
weeks, and what I usually ask people in more normal times as well: ‘How are you?’  This is a 
genuine question. I really am interested in the answer. If we can do nothing else in a highly-
charged, confusing, fast-moving context, in which emotions are all over the place and hopes 
and fears are clashing pretty equally, on different subjects, I can at least enquire about how 
people are feeling, and listen to them: ‘How are you?’ 
 

People matter. Everyone. We are all God’s children. We are all flesh and blood with 
feelings, aspirations and anxieties. My faith tells me this. My understanding and following 
of Jesus tells me this.  So: ‘How are you?’ 
 

However you are, whatever you are feeling at this complicated time, please know that you 
are loved by God. Please also know that my fellow bishops and I are concerned for you and 
for the people who are on your heart.  Sometimes it is difficult to express this concern in 
ways that really connect – time is limited and I am all too aware of the people for whom I 
have care and for whom I don’t think I have demonstrated that care in action very well. 
These people and situations become a matter for my prayer and my sorrow.  But, in 
common with everyone, having made my confession I then need to return to the practical 
opportunities that I do have to put my care into action. 
 

So, during this complicated summer, know that you matter, and join with me, please, in 
putting care into action. And do feel free to reply to my question, if you choose! 
 

May God bless you, and may you have a very good August. 
 

+ Nicholas Grantham 

 


